
 
 

 

 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

There has certainly been no shortage of rain in 
Timor and it has been a fairly soggy and damp 
time throughout my stay there this March.  The 
heavy rains have flattened corn plants and left 
very dangerous and badly pot-holed roads 
everywhere in the mountain regions.  Driving into 
or out of some of the villages is not possible if rain 
is imminent, as slippery slopes, sliding cars and 
tight, mountain curves are not a good 
combination.  Hopefully, the underground springs 
should be benefitting from the constant rains. 

NEW APPLICATIONS: (A)  

 

 

 

 

 

Eager scholarship applicants. 

New student applications for our tertiary 
scholarships had to be given out and the returned 
forms completed prior to my going to Timor.  
Usually this is done during my visit in November 
but I couldn’t do it in October as the students 
hadn’t received their National Exam results.  This 
exam, at the conclusion of their secondary 
education, functions similarly to ours in that it is 
required for tertiary entry and Timor doesn’t have 
any official alternative pathways established. 

 

Cirilio hands in his application. 

 

 

 



  
ADMINISTRATION 

The administrative role involved in preparing the 
forms, distributing them, giving explanations to 
students and compiling the returned forms ready 
for my visit is done by an ex-student, who has 
become my right-hand man during my bi-yearly 
scholarship visits to Timor.   

Daniel had been an outstanding Student Leader at 
NOSSEF and then completed a degree in 
International Relations.  Unfortunately, it is a 
degree that has few employment opportunities in 
a country with such a small population as Timor 
Leste.  In early days this degree, along with 
Political Science, Social Science, Economics and 
Law, was popular.   

 

Daniel, 
Scholarship 
Program Assistant. 

 

 

Now, students 
and universities are being more practical and 
assessing where the employment opportunities 
are likely to exist.  Employment is, and is going to 
be, a massive problem in Timor where 50% of the 
population in recent years was under 18 years of 
age.  

Many graduates like my friend, Daniel, persevere 
and are willing to try any suitable form of work.  
Daniel volunteers as a teacher of Human Rights at 
the Government Technical School which recently 
opened in Railaco.  He taught there, part-time, all 
last year and received no remuneration 
whatsoever.  They have asked him to teach again 
this year – for nothing!  I have no idea of Daniel’s 
teaching ability but I do know he is the most 

reliable, punctual, young person one could find.  
He is also methodical, can think on his feet and 
can stick to a task.  It is such a shame he, like so 
many others, cannot obtain an income.  It does 
not surprise me that I have just learned that 
Timor spends the lowest amount on education 
per capita of any country! 

 

First Year Uni Students! 

NEW APPLICATIONS (B) 

Despite the above, students leave secondary 
school and enthusiastically embark on a tertiary 
course of study.  I have been associated with 
Railaco for so long that this year I was meeting 
youngsters starting out on first year University 
and I had taught them English in lower Primary!  
Perhaps I was looking at them with past vision but 
they looked so very young and so very little! 

 
Canossiana, last met in Craic Primary School. 

As the tertiary and school year is well underway 
students have had to come to me at Railaco to 
receive their money for fees and give me their 
accounts/receipts and semester reports.  



  
Umbrellas are useless in the type of rain Timor is 
experiencing so I have met with some very 
bedraggled young people.  Keeping their paper 
work dry preoccupies them more than worrying 
about themselves as they are used to these 
downpours from childhood.  Nevertheless a hot 
cup of tea doesn’t go astray as we sort out money 
and marks!  

 

Natalino enjoys  
a hot cuppa. 

 

 

 

VISITING MEDICOES 

Railaco has been blessed with the visit of Dr 
Michael Shanahan and his wife, Christine.  
Michael and Christine, a highly qualified nurse, 
have volunteered in many needy countries round 
the world and thanks to an amazing co-incidence 
when they inquired at the Timorese consulate in 
Sydney,  they ended up helping Fr Bong SJ in 
Railaco.  The Timorese who answered their 
inquiry about Timor happened to be Sergio dos 
Santos, the very first graduate from our 
Scholarship Programme.  Sergio comes from the 
village of Taraco in Railaco and, of course, he 
suggested they might like to help Fr Bong!  
Michael and Christine were here for six weeks 
working in the clinic at Railaco and throughout 
the villages with the mobile clinic.  They have 
done a tremendous amount of work, some days, 
together with Fr Bong, seeing up to 120 patients 
and averaging approx. 100 per day.  Their 
expertise and pastoral concern were great gifts to 
the people and, of course, what made them very 
special was the fact that they barrack for The 
Sydney Swans!   

 
Nelia is happy to meet Dr Michael and Christine. 

One never knows, but some of our Uni students 
doing Public Health, who were delighted to meet 
Michael and Christine, may be inspired in later 
years by such altruism and help in needy 
countries themselves. 

THE FINAL YEAR 

As is always the case, this year there are a 
number of students who have completed their 
course work and final exams and have written 
their compulsory topic thesis but have still not 
graduated.  This is due to the fact that the costs 
surrounding the preparation, presentation and 
approval of their thesis is quite costly plus the 
outfit for their graduation, US$250, and some 
other associated costs.  Added to this students 
MUST present for graduation.  There is no 
graduation ‘in absencia’.  If one doesn’t present 
then one doesn’t receive the official certificate of 
having fulfilled the requirements of the course!  In 
other words there is no Diploma/Degree granted. 
The total cost currently for each University is 
approximately US$800-850. 

 

Olga and 
Augustinho 
are close to 
graduating. 

 



  
This amount is not included in the scholarship we 
give and this is the case with other donors who 
give multiple scholarships.  Students are advised 
at the commencement of their studies to try and 
save a little throughout the scholarship years and 
traditionally the extended family helps with 
graduation expenses.  Our contribution is US$100 
to each student.   

Many of the ‘pending graduation’ students are 
trying to find some kind of work that will earn 
them income to pay for these expenses.  A 
number are hoping to be hired in some capacity 
for the upcoming national elections.  Most young 
people in our country find studying for their first 
degree a challenge but, at least, in our 
experience, we didn’t have to face this final, quite 
difficult hurdle, before gaining it. 

NEW GRADUATES 

 
 
 
Rosa and 
her proud 
mother. 
 
 
 
 

Gil Gomez  Architecture 
Rosa Lobato Commerce and Tourism 
Fernanda de Jesus Martins  
 Commerce –Financial Management 
Jaimito de Araujo Oliveira Social Science 
Sabinu de Araujo B. Bus (Hon.) 
Teresina Silva de Deus Economics 
Rosana Piedade  
 Certificate Level ll Administration 
 12 month course 
Cipriano de Jesus Maia  
 Certificate Level ll Electrical Wiring 
 12 month course 

 
PENDING GRADUATION 
Helder Babo da Costa; Rosita da Cruz Martins; 
Feliciano Bosco Martins; Celeste da Costa; 
Etelvina da Costa; Igidio de Jesus Martins;  
Ana Lou Ximenes. 

 
Sabinu, 
a new 
graduate. 

 

 

 
 

There are also six due for Graduation 2018/9. As 
our list of graduands grows so does our gratitude 
to everyone who contributes with such great 
generosity to the scholarship programme.  Every 
one of you is not only giving individual students 
and their families a better chance in life but you 
are actively helping to develop a new nation.  On 
behalf of all these beneficiaries I thank you most 
sincerely. 

May the Risen Saviour’s gifts of Peace 
and Joy  

be yours abundantly! 

Rita Mary Hayes SGS 

DONATIONS TO THE GOOD 
SAMARITAN RAILACO 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
A tax deductable receipt will be sent. 
 

Name of Account:   Good Samaritan Foundation Ltd 
Bank: Commonwealth Bank Australia 
Account Number: 15865169 
Cheques post to:  P.O. Box 1076, Glebe, NSW 2037 
Donate online: 
http://goodsamsfoundation.org.au/donate-today/ 

N.B.  PLEASE INDICATE MONEY IS FOR SR RITA’S 
WORK IN EAST TIMOR 


