
28th July 2019        St Ignatius Feast Day, Year C 

Iñigo de Loyola was born in the Basque 

country of northern Spain at the end of the 

15th century. Iñigo was a lay person when 

he began to share his insights about how to 

make good decisions and he wrote the 

Spiritual Exercises. Later in life, he became 

a priest and founded the Society of Jesus.  

‘Finding God in all things’ is at the core of 

Ignatian Spirituality and is rooted in our 

growing awareness of what is happening in 

our daily lives. It’s a spirituality that seems 

tailor-made for the 21st century. God is not 

lost and doesn’t need to be found. God 

constantly finds us. It is we who gradually 

learn to find and love God in all things, 

because God is in everything we see, hear 

and do. God labours in all things, creating 

them moment by moment, giving them life 

and beauty.   

The yearning to find God in all things makes 

us more aware of what is happening all 

around us and we grow in an awareness of 

God’s presence in our lives and become 

more attentive to God’s desires than to our 

own. 

Reflection leads to gratitude, gratitude leads 

to service, and service makes us reflect 

more on God’s goodness. When we enter 

into this “virtuous circle,” we learn to pay 

more attention to God, we become more 

thankful and reverent, and through this we 

become more devoted to God, more deeply 

in love with our Creator. 

Sometimes it is a real struggle to find God. 

We have to put aside our egos, our fears 

and our prejudices and really trust that God 

will teach us something valuable. All we are 

doing is giving God a chance to open our 

hearts wider.  

We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians of this land. 

From Iñigo to Saint Ignatius 

St Ignatius de Loyola – from one of the original paintings of saints in the Sanctuary painted in 1934 



T he St Canice parishioners come from all 

over our city, from a great variety of back-

grounds and nationalities. Their stories are rich 

in their variety. 

Whatever their age, gender, or sexual orienta-

tion, social or economic status, culture, race or 

language, each has their own contribution to 

make to the large project of building the kingdom 

of faith and justice which we struggle with here at 

St Canice’s. 

Two of our parishioners, Parish Council Chair, 

Sue Wittenoom and Gerard Brennan ‘tell our sto-

ry’ of into why St Canice’s is so special in their 

minds.  

S ue Wittenoom speaks of how special, distinc-

tive and memorable this place, St Canice’s, is: 

In architecture and urban planning, we talk about the 

genius loci of a place – which is a way of recognising 

how a place becomes special and distinctive and 

memorable. Genius loci goes beyond the physical 

qualities of space. It starts with this site at the foot of 

Kings Cross, with the theatre of the steps on the 

street, and with the warmth of the sandstone of this 

beautiful building. It’s also the rich ecosystem of the 

different groups and communities that live and work 

in the parish, and all the people who have come to 

rely on the work of the parish to make it through their 

own lives ….. 

When Father Steve moved the church pews some 

years ago, he also renewed our relationships with 

each other. Steve eventually settled on the configu-

ration we use now, with the altar in the middle, where 

the liturgy is celebrated along the length of the nave 

in a space that we create and hold. 

Winston Churchill said that we shape our buildings 

and then our buildings shape us. I think this setting, 

in this space, is one of the keys to understanding the 

spirit of St Canice’s. 

G erard Brennan asks the question:  Is the parish 

of today as relevant to the lives of the people as 

was the parishes of years gone by? 

Gerard shares how Pope Francis addressed that 

question in Evangelii gaudium, and then he relates it 

to St Canice’s: 

Now, as in the past, the Church must live in the 

homes of her sons and daughters, but those homes 

are not confined to the ghettos of the past. As a par-

ish, St Canice’s has been proud to welcome all who 

have chosen to worship here, but parishioners today 

are called to know, to respect, to care for – indeed, 

to love – all people. And that may impose on us, the 

parishioners of St Canice’s, a particular obligation 

towards all in the local community, the people who 

live on the streets and those who live in comfort, the 

people who work in boardrooms, in bars and in 

brothels, people who staff offices, hospitals and ho-

tels; all who are our neighbours to be loved as our-

selves. And then to recognize the world of poverty 

and need in other places. 

It is for us, the parishioners in the pews, to ensure 

that our minds and hearts respond to Pope Francis’ 

call to make St Canice’s an “environment of living 

communion and participation and to make [it]

completely mission-oriented”. That is our challenge 

for the years to come. 

St Canice’s is a welcoming community in the Ignatian tradition 

Sue Wittenoom & Clare Mabbutt 

Family gather for the 65th Wedding  

anniversary of Gerard and Patricia Brennan 

ST CANICE’S   MAKING THE BEST CONTRIBUTION   WITH WHAT WE ARE AND HAVE 



St Canice’s Kitchen 

St Canice’s Kitchen is a vital last resort for the 

homeless and disadvantaged of inner-city Syd-

ney. It is a gathering place for street people, who are 

the heartbeat of our parish.   

Bordering Kings Cross, the Kitchen has helped sus-

tain many since opening in 1988. It provides people 

with a quality meal free every day, 40,000 meals a 

year. We simply offer food and a basic level of com-

munity to people who have nowhere else to go.  

Our outreach is about compassion and restoring dig-

nity. The ethic of humble service defines the hun-

dreds of volunteers who have enormous pride in the 

quality and nutritional value of the meals they pre-

pare. Our guests recognise the difference this 

makes. Our volunteers are so special. 

David’s Place 

We welcome David’s Place as an integral part of 

our parish community. 

For the past 19 - 20 years, David’s Place has been a 

centre of light, community, prayer and spirituality for 

Sydney’s homeless and those living on the margins. 

Under the spiritual leadership of Sue Buckingham 

and with the encouragement of Bishop Terence 

Brady, David’s Place new gathering point and spiritu-

al home is at St Canice’s. 

David’s Place provides an inner city space where 

Sydney’s poor gather to pray, receive pastoral and 

spiritual support, attend Mass and experience ac-

ceptance, fellowship and solidarity with the wider 

community. 

 

 

Our sister parish in Railaco 

Christina (lady in purple top) is the ‘mother’ of the 

Railaco children's feeding program for the last 16 

years.  She proudly introduces one of the groups 

from the St Canice immersion tour to the children at 

the village of Cocoa.   

With outreach in our parish and beyond. 

ST CANICE’S   ST CANICE’S KITCHEN   ROWING TOGETHER   ONE IGNATIAN FAMILY 



Introductory Rites 

Entrance Antiphon  

God is in his holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his 

house; he himself gives might and strength to his people. 

Entrance Hymn: (Gather 411) Holy God We Praise Your Name 

Welcome:  Michael Musgrave 

We Are One St Canice’s 

We are One Ignatian Family 

We are One with First Nation Peoples - Welcome to Country 

Opening Prayer    

O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom noth-

ing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance 

your mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and 

guide, we may use the good things that pass in such a way as to 

hold fast even now to those that ever endure.  Through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the uni-

ty of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading:  Deuteronomy 30:15-20  

Moses said: See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, 

death and adversity. If you obey the commandments of the Lord 

your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord 

your God, walking in his ways, and observing his command-

ments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become 

numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that 

you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and 

you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods 

and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you 

shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to 

enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against 

you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings 

and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may 

live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to 

him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you 

may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ances-

tors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.  The word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 137:1-3, 6-8  

Lord on the day that I called for help, you answered me 

Second Reading:  1 Timothy 1:12-17  

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened 

me, because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his ser-

vice, even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, 

and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had act-

ed ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed 

for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The say-

ing is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 

into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. But 

for that very reason I received mercy,  so that in me, as the fore-

most, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making 

me an example to those who would come to believe in him for 

eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only 

God, be honour and glory forever and ever. Amen.  The word of 

the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation: Romans 8:15   

Alleluia, alleluia!  A great prophet has appeared among us; God 

has visited his people.  Alleluia! 

Gospel: Luke 9:18-26  

Once when Jesus was praying alone, with only the disciples 

near him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 

They answered, “John the Baptist; but others, Elijah; and still 

others, that one of the ancient prophets has arisen.” He said to 

them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered, “The 

Messiah of God.”  He sternly ordered and commanded them not 

to tell anyone, saying, “The Son of Man must undergo great suf-

fering, and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, 

and be killed, and on the third day be raised.”  Then he said to 

them all, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. For 

those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 

their life for my sake will save it. What does it profit them if they 

gain the whole world, but lose or forfeit themselves? Those who 

are ashamed of me and of my words, of them the Son of Man 

will be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the 

Father and of the holy angels.  The Gospel of the Lord. 

Celebrant: Fr Paul Fyfe SJ, 

Concelebrant:  Fr Gaetan Pereira SJ 

Liturgy: Michael Musgrave 

Organist: Claudine Michael 

Trumpet: Ian Cox 

Cantor: Pascal Herington 

We warmly welcome students from St Ignatius College Riverview,  

St Aloysius College, Loyola Senior High School and St Vincent's College. 

Order of Service 

WELCOME TO THE FEAST DAY OF ST IGNATIUS 

10.30 am Mass 



Homily: Fr Paul Fyfe SJ 

‘Immersion’ Experiences from Railaco, East Timor: Students 

from Sydney’s Jesuit Colleges  

Prayers of the Faithful   

 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Offertory Hymn: (Gather 463) Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

The Lord’s Prayer:  spoken 

Communion Antiphon   

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his benefits. 

Reflection Hymn: (Gather 462) Love is his Word  

Let us pray during this reflection for our friends in the Jesuit Mis-

sion in Railaco, including Fr Martin Abad Santos SJ MD (Fr 

Bong) & Fr Joseph Phuong (parish priest) 

 

Concluding Rites 

Recessional:  (Gather 514) We Are Called  

Postlude:  ORGAN & TRUMPET FINALE Hymn to St Ignatius 

R emembering those who have gone before us... 
Recently Deceased:  Victoria Reardon 

Anniversaries:  Catherine Mary Alexander (Michael Musgrave’s sister)  
 

L et Us Pray For... 
Recently ill:  Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Pat-

rick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Tony Musgrave, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, 

Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor 

If there is someone who you would like the parish to pray for or to bring Holy Communion to, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or email Lynelle@stcanice.com.au.  

Please note if asking for someone to be included on the sick list you must have their permission for their name to be published in the bulletin. 

Order of Service 

T hank you, Gerhard for your usu-

al creative contribution with an 

Ignatian theme for our special Mass.  

‘The floral presentation signifies our 

offering the fruits of the earth and 

the fruits of our labour in the flame 

of prayer’; mindful of the Jesuit mot-

to, AMDG Ad Maiorem Dei Gloriam.  

To the Great Glory of God. 
 

W elcome home from Germany, 

Pascal.  Your old friends of 

many years at St Canice’s are de-

lighted that you are back to lead us 

as cantor for the St Ignatius Feast 

Day.  Pascal was a student of St 

Ignatius College Riverview, and as 

a cantor he led the congregation 

here at St Canice’s for many years. 

We are so used to paying for so many things on a recur-

ring basis today and don’t think twice about it.   

Is it beyond us to commit a few dollars a week to cov-

er a crying human need? 

A gift of $5 a week to make a recurring donation of $20 a 

month would do so much to help the ongoing need of our 

neighbours in Railaco.  Any donation is welcome thank 

you.  Please complete the donation form included in this 

bulletin and place in the leaving collection basket. 

Thank you for your generosity in our special 

Railaco Leaving Collection 

Next weekend’s (3/4 August) Eucharistic Celebrations Rosters & Readings 

 

Greeters: 

Readers: 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Saturday 6pm 

G Losurdo 

SVC Student 

As available 

Sunday 8.30am 

H Campbell 

J Higgins 

As available 

Sunday 10.30am 

S Barnes 

T Hunt 

B Campbell, M Musgrave 

2 others as available 

Readings 

1st:         Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23  

2nd:        Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11  

Gospel:   Luke 12:13-21  

‘The Need Goes On 



Parishioners share thoughts from 

‘Something truly good.’ 

I was struck with intermingled feelings of 
a simple, shared joy; a deep personal 
sense of gratitude just for being there; 
and a strong sense of being part of 
something truly good. Out of the blue, a 
thought popped into my mind, the open-

ing line of a hymn I am fond of:  

“Here in this place a new light is stream-
ing, now is the darkness vanished 

away.” 

And it was.     Peter 

 

‘I brought soccer balls for the students at 
NOSSEF after raising funds at my 
school.’ 

I knew that the students love soccer so 
before I came, I did a few fundraisings at 
my school in Australia and gathered 
$300 that I used to buy soccer balls. I 
also do online fundraising and at my 

church as well”     Elijah 

 

‘My grandfather’s heart came out of his 
chest when he was shot dead in the Indo-
nesian invasion.’ 

In every village, every time, there was 
talk of neighbours, a recognition that ‘we 
are one’. But always the reminder, 

“please don’t forget us.”  

I won’t forget the privilege of visiting the 
home of our guide Julio and hearing his 
teary, emotional story: “my grandfather’s 
heart came out of his chest when he 
was shot dead in the Indonesian inva-
sion”.  Such a week of experiences so 
‘authentic’, a priceless gift from such a 

welcoming people.  

I was so impressed by strong, radical, 
charismatic Jesuits building a new gen-

eration of leaders for Timor-Leste.  

Rosemary 

 

‘Satisfied that my money was being sent 
directly to the Jesuits at Railaco Mission.’ 

It didn’t matter that I wasn’t Catholic. It 
was with full confidence that I was 
moved to add my support to the few 
dedicated people in the Jesuit Mission in 
nearby East Timor. I did this knowing 
that the funds were being sent directly to 

the Railaco Mission.    Juanita 

 

‘The Jesuits are an established and re-
spected presence in East Timor.’ 

We have seen that the Jesuits remained 
to serve the East Timorese throughout 
the years of violence, even losing mem-
bers of their own community to the con-
flict. Now that peace prevails, we have 
seen how their commitment not only 
remains, but provides a continuity that 
can be difficult to achieve in organisa-
tions that may be subject to changes in 
government policy or funding priorities.     
Malcolm 

 

 

‘Two boys who looked to be about 17 
approached me. They bent their heads, 
took my hand and kissed it.’ 

I walked alone to the front of the new 
church at Railaco. It was locked. 2 boys 
who looked to be about 17 approached 
me. They bent their heads, took my 
hand and kissed it. At first, I was taken 
aback. Then I remembered a conversa-
tion with Michael our tour leader. “When 
the Timorese kiss your hand, it is a sign 
of respect for the elderly”. An exchange 
such as this between strangers would be 

unheard of in today’s Australia. 

James 

 

‘It was such a privilege to be there and 
witness the  enthusiasm of the children 
as well as the willingness of the villagers 
themselves to improve their lives.  

Of course none of it could be achieved 
without the leadership and dedication of 
the Jesuits and the generosity of the 
people at St Canice’s.   It was a thought-
provoking trip and one I will always be 

grateful I made. Mary 

 

‘I think some of those people actually just 
came to see Fr Bong, which was enough 
to make them feel better.’  Helen 

 

ST CANICE’S   SISTER PARISH RAILACO   OUR TIMOR NEIGHBOUR   ONE IGNATIAN FAMILY 



their recent ‘immersion’ to East Timor 

 

‘Thank you for the gifts of yourself and all 
else you brought with you, Peace!’ 

I just want to let your group know how 
thankful and inspired the Railaco Mis-
sion Community, most especially I, of 
your visit and the gifts you bring! Gifts of 
yourself and all else you brought with 
you, from the medical, clothes, to toys 
and tooth brushes affirms that we are all 
together in the Mission! May the Lord 
bless you and nurture the best in all of 

you! Thank you!!!   Fr Bong 

 

 

‘Just wanted to congratulate St Canice’s 
on a very well executed trip.’  

The attention to detail was excellent, and 
the way the group leaders were able to 
deal with the variety of personalities, 
ages, and situations, almost faultless. 

Thank you. Dr Helena 

 

‘I wish that Australians could see the 
good work in the name of Christianity, 
and be as spiritual.’ 

After seeing how happy the people in the 
villages of East Timor are in their em-
brace of the the Catholic faith, I only 
wish that more people back home in 
Australia could see the good work in the 
name of Christianity, and be as spiritu-

al.   Odelia 

‘It is we who are so grateful to these kind 
people for sharing with us their simple 
and happy way of living.’ 

We have so much, and our Timor-Leste 
neighbours appear to have so little but 
the children and adults in the villages 
and schools embraced us with curiosity, 
warmth and gratitude.  Really, it is us 
who are so grateful to these kind people 
for sharing with us their simple and hap-
py way of living, their devotion to their 
faith and to their community, and for 
their welcoming and unconditional 

friendship.    Barbara 

 

‘I can better appreciate all the challenges 
and truly understand the progress.’ 

My visits to Railaco have been a won-
derful personal journey over the past ten 
years. Now, I can better appreciate all 
the challenges and truly understand the 
progress. I always seem to leave trans-
formed and ready to do more.  
Michael 

‘A free nutritious meal is given to stu-
dents coming to school hungry in the 
NOSSEF Canteen.’ 

As the Jesuits have long espoused, edu-
cation is the key to improving everyone’s 
future prospects, particularly those living 

in poverty.  So, it was a joy to visit NOS-
SEF school at Railaco with the St 
Canice’s group.  The energy and pas-
sion was electric. Some students at 
NOSSEF are still coming to school hun-
gry, so they are provided with a free and 
nutritious meal at the school’s can-
teen.  Our lunch was the same as what 
the students eat!  And it was delicious. 
The need for ongoing support definitely 

continues at Railaco Mission.   Julie 

 

‘We can inspire each other as friends do, 
help each other as friends do, love each 
other as friends do.’   

“Gosh I love that Fr Bong! Just seeing 
him with his big smile each day made 

my heart swell with joy.”  

We are not the givers and they the tak-
ers. We are able to sit together in con-
versation and connection like we did, 
often with nothing more than a wink, a 
smile, a knowing look. We can inspire 
each other as friends do, help each oth-
er as friends do, love each other as 
friends do. We become neighbours not 
just because of geography but in the true 

sense of the word.   Lynda 
 

‘It’s more inspirational to see the reality.’ 

It is not enough just to read about Raila-
co or watch a video. You need to actual-
ly be here, be part of what is happening, 
if you can.”  Most of the villages we visit-
ed are very poor and primitive. One of 
the village leaders said humbly that they 
want the program and the relationship 
between St Canice’s and Railaco to con-
tinue. He said, “please keep doing it 
because our children rely on what you 

do for us”. Sue 

ST CANICE’S   SISTER PARISH RAILACO   OUR TIMOR NEIGHBOUR   ONE IGNATIAN FAMILY 



Parish Priest  
Paul Fyfe SJ 
Email:  paulfyfesj@gmail.com  
 
Assistant Priest 
Gaetan Pereira SJ 
Email:  gtnpereira@gmail.com 
 

Parish Manager: 
Lynelle Lembryk 
Tel:   9358 5229 
Email:  lynelle@stcanice.com.au 
 
Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council 
Sue Wittenoom 
Email:  swittenoom@gmail.com  

Mass Times 
Weekend: Saturday Vigil - 6pm 
Sunday: 8:30am & 10:30am 
Tues to Fri:  7:00am 
Saturday:  9.00am  Vigil- 6:00pm 
Public Holidays: 9:00am 
 
 

Reconciliation 
Before Vigil and Sunday Masses or on   
request 
 
Anointing  
As requested - please contact the  
Parish Office  

St Canice Parish, 28 Roslyn Street, Rushcutters Bay, NSW 2011 
Tel:   9358 5229   Website:   www.stcanice.org.au    Email:   parish@stcanice.com.au 

I n a visit to the Railaco secondary 

school, NOSSEF, the Canice parish-

ioners on the Railaco immersion tour 

last month, join Elijah in singing a verse 

of ‘We are Australian’ (to rapturous ap-

plause from the 400 students and teach-

ers.  NOSSEF is a place filled with hap-

piness.  It is a place of hope. 

S ong, dance, music is a universal 

language that creates equals. Music 

brought us so much closer to our Timor 

Neighbours particularly with the little 

children and their families when we were 

visiting the villages delivering the tasty 

meals.  Every time we sang, a barrier 

came down, especially when we were in 

very poor remote villages. 

W e went to Timor Leste to ‘help’ but 

we gained so much from the peo-

ple. We learned that the people here are 

fed by more than just food - they are fed 

by family, community, music, laughter. 

And our visit that reassures them that 

they are not forgotten; that they have 

good neighbours who really care about 

them.   

The Jesuits’ new Universal Apostolic Preferences: St Canice’s and ‘Railaco - Our Timor Neighbour’ 

Walking with the Excluded 

 

Walk with the poor, the outcasts 

of the world, those whose dignity 

has been violated, in a mission of 

 reconciliation, justice and love 

The recently announced Universal Apostolic 
Preferences give a horizon, a point of reference 
to the whole Society of Jesus. They capture our 
imaginations and awaken our desires. They 
unite us in our mission. 

The new Preferences are four areas vital for 
our world today. The Society of Jesus will pay 
special attention to them in the next ten years. 
We invite you to learn more and take action 
with us! We want to make a Gospel difference. 

Walking with the Excluded’ is one of these that 
we embrace in our sister parish relationship 
with the Jesuit Mission in Railaco. We ‘walk 
with the poor, the outcasts of the world, those 
whose dignity has been violated, in a mission of 
reconciliation, justice and love’.  

In June, a group of eighteen of us from St 

Canice’s travelled to visit our friends in Railaco. 

We joined in the preparation of tasty meals for 
the children in the remote villages, many of 
them undernourished. We drove over rough 
roads with Fr Bong on the mobile medical clinic. 
And sang and talked with the students of NOS-
SEF about their academic successes and 
dreams for a better future. 

We were welcomed with genuine affection  
everywhere. Most importantly, our presence 
strengthened the bonds of friendship between 
our two communities. This gave us tangible 
evidence of our common humanity and our 
equal dignity as children of a loving God. 
 

We are one.                We are good neighbours. 

We are friends, who have love one for another. 

https://jesuit.org.au/introducing-universal-apostolic-

preferences/   

ST CANICE’S   JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE   ROWING TOGETHER   ONE IGNATIAN FAMILY 
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