
8 Sept 2019 Twenty third Sunday of Ordinary Time - Year C 

Catholic Parish of St Canice 
We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.  

Suicide Prevention Day (10/9) 
That suicide is the most frequent cause of the death of young Australians, and 
particularly of young Indigenous Australians, is a disturbing thought. Apart from 
that statistic, it is appalling that young people, whom we hope would look 
forward with much energy and optimism to their future lives, can be so driven 
by their pain to end them. This Day invites us to reflect with compassion on 
young people who have taken their own lives. It also encourages us to ask 
what kind of a society we are creating that leaves many young people in such 
despair. 
One of the factors that can lead to suicide is isolation.  Those who suffer from 
mental illness can find it hard to communicate with others and to relate in 
groups. Their own inner pain can be overwhelming. They cannot find words for 
it. Nor can they summon the trust and energy they would need to talk to others 
about their experience. Their silence can deepen due to family members 
feeling helpless and excluded. Subsequently they may become locked into 
silence, despairing of their capacity to relate to others and wanting to spare 
them the pain of their company. Suicide may be seen as the only way to end 
their pain. 
The Australian Government is right to pledge resources to address youth 
suicide. There will be no magic bullet, however. The factors contributing to a 
young person’s decision to end their life can include mental and physical 
illness, addiction, and the experience of problems at education or work; lack of 
access to both supportive programs of housing and other types of care can 
also have a bearing. If we are to offer young people a better way, we need to 
address the social difficulties they face in their homes and communities.   
Medication and counselling will often be essential. But crucial too is the building 
and strengthening of relationships where their pain and desperation are 
compassionately heard, so they can find resources for accepting and living 
through it.  
The families and friends of people who have suicided need the same support. 
Above all they need to be able to talk about the feelings of loss and shame, of 
guilt, anger and confusion that can overwhelm them.  The difficulty is that such 
a strong stigma attaches to suicide. Those affected can feel afraid to raise the 
topic and embarrassed when others talk about it. As a result they keep silent. 
But their feelings remain and eat away at their lives.  
That is why programs like those of Support after Suicide (JSS) are so 
important. There, in a safe environment, people can find counselling, or 
conversation with those who have suffered from the same experience. 
Breaking silence can be the first step to recovering life.          
Andrew Hamilton SJ 
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Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil - 6pm 
Sunday– 8:30am and 10:30am 
Tuesday to Friday– 7:00am 
Saturday– 9.00am  Vigil- 6:00pm 
Public Holidays– 9:00am 
 
Reconciliation 
Before Vigil and Sunday Masses or on  
request 
 
Anointing  
As requested - please contact the  
Parish Office  
 
Healing Mass  
11:00am - First Friday of each month 
otherwise by request 
 
Weddings, Child Sacraments, RCIA 
Contact Parish Office Tel: 93585229 

Twenty sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time – Year C29 Sept 2019
The Social Justice Statement

The subject of this year’s Catholic Social Justice Statement is the Digital World. 
It is a huge topic and timely because the advances in digital technology have so 
changed society. It is important to reflect on these changes and on what they mean 
for human growth. 
We need only think back fifty years to recognise the good effects of digital commu-
nication. Then, distance separated people acutely. A telephone was expensive and 
often unreliable. Letters took a long time. Missionaries in very remote and danger-
ous parts of the world to which the only access was by a monthly plane or boat had 
no way of letting others know if they were ill or under threat. For them, a satellite 
phone could literally be a life saver. Now families and community organisations 
can communicate with distant members, seeing as well as hearing one another.
The internet, too, has brought huge new possibilities. To check historical facts, cor-
rect spelling, opportunities for buying and selling goods, current news, how to cook 
particular dishes or fix bicycles and other machinery, we would once have needed 
to consult a variety of books and magazines. Now we can find initial information on 
the internet and suggestions about how to inform ourselves more fully. 
The most significant change brought about by social media, however, has been 
to enable us to communicate simultaneously with large groups of people. We can 
share our thoughts, our pictures, our writing and feelings with our friends and with 
the world. We can also easily organise events, seek funding for good causes, and 
join in discussion of public issues. 
These new forms of communication can help us to build stronger communities and 
to act generously in working for a better world. They can also be used, however, to 
narrow our humanity and to produce a worse world.
Because digital skills and equipment affect employment, connection with govern-
ment agencies and friends, they can easily create a division between more affluent 
Australians who can afford devices, and disadvantaged people who cannot. This 
must be addressed by ensuring that all children are educated in digital technology 
with the equipment necessary to be at home in the digital world.
Although digital resources make it easier for us to find information they can also 
lead us to mistake superficial knowledge for understanding, and opinion for truth. 
When our search engines privilege sites that reflect our opinions, our prejudices 
can easily be reinforced. We can then take false assertions and dodgy arguments 
for gospel truth. This is harmful to society. Once truth disappears from public life, 
justice soon follows. So it is good not just to rely on social media, but to read deeply 
and to engage in conversation with people who differ with us.
Social media, which can help us build and deepen our relationships, can also de-
stroy friendships. We know of people who have been bullied and ostracised. The 
effects on their growth and self-respect can be catastrophic. Social media are best 
understood as a way of deepening face to face relationships, not as a substitute for 
them. They call for the same respect, compassion and tolerance we would like to 
show when speaking directly with people.
In social media, as in all human activities, it is important also to ask who profits 
from them and what price we must pay to participate in them. In this case the own-
ers profit by using our personal data to sell advertising. It is important that they be 
accountable for what they put on their channels.                 Andrew Hamilton SJ



Entrance Antiphon / Hymn No. 390 (Gather) Hail Redeemer
All that you have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgement, for we have sinned against you
and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to your name and deal with us according to the bounty of 
your mercy.
Collect
O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your 
grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven.
First Reading Amos 6:1, 4-7
Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts: “Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on 
Mount Samaria! “Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their couches, and eat lambs from the 
flock, and calves from the stall; who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, and like David improvise on in-
struments of music; who drink wine from bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved 
over the ruin of Joseph! “Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the revelry of those who lie 
in ease shall pass away.”  The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm Ps 145:6-10
Praise the Lord, my soul!
Second Reading 1 Timothy 6:11-16
As for you, Timothy, man of God; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. Fight the 
good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ 
Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you to keep the command-
ment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the 
right time. He is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone who has 
immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honour and 
eternal dominion. Amen.  The word of the Lord.
Gospel Acclamation 2 Corinthians 8:9
Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor, to make you rich out of his poverty. Alleluia!
Gospel Luke 16:19-31
Jesus said to the disciples,  Jesus told this parable to those among the Pharisees who loved money: “There was 
a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate 
lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the 
rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. “The poor man died and was carried away by the 
angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented,
he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mer-
cy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these 
flames.’ “But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and 
Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, be-
tween you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot 
do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ “The man who had been rich said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send 
Lazarus to my father’s house- for I have five brothers- that he may warn them, so that they will not also come 
into this place of torment.’ “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 
He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ Abraham said to 
him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from 
the dead.’” The Gospel of the Lord.
Offertory Hymn No. 442 (Gather) In Faith and Hope and Love

Communion Antiphon
Remember your word to your servant, O Lord, by which you have given me hope. This is my comfort when I 
am brought low. .
Reflection Hymn No. 426 (Gather) For the Fruits of His creation

Recessional  No. 468 (Gather) I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say  © 2019, Liturgy Brisbane



Remembering those who have gone before us...  
   

Recently Deceased: Marian Alexander Nathan, Yvo Ballet, Lady Patricia Brennan.
Anniversaries: Greg Woodbourne.

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, 

Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Patrick Brogan, John 
Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn 
Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

Parish Calendar
Sun, 29th Sept Meditation Base Camp, Church, 6pm

Fri, 4th Oct St Francis of Assisi, End of Season of Creation

Sun 6th Oct Reminder! Daylight Saving begins: don’t be late!

Sun, 13th Oct St Canice Feast Day Mass, Church, 10.30am 
 Join us for lunch after Mass in Peace Park

Thur, 17th Oct Kitchen Volunteers Thank-you, Hall, 6.15pm

Fri, NB 18th Oct Healing Mass, Church 11am (not on 4th Oct)

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations

28/29 Sep Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am

Greeters W. Fothergill A. Hurst S. Barnes

Readers S. Wittenoom I. Rose T. Hunt

Ministers  
of the  

Eucharist

As available As available S. Buckingham, B. 
Campbell, B. Clulow, 
1 other as available

5/6 Oct    

Greeters W. Fothergill H. Campbell S. Barnes

Readers A. Ritchie J. Higgins T. Hunt

Ministers  
of the  

Eucharist

As available As available S. Buckingham, B. 
Campbell, C. Cog-
gins, M. Musgrave

Next Week’s Readings: 
5/6 Oct 2019

First Reading: 
Habbakuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4

Second Reading: 
2 Timothy 1:6-8,13-14

Gospel: 
Luke 17:5-10

To celebrate the feast of St. Canice we warm-
ly invite all our parishioners and visitors to 

come and celebrate 
together with a lunch 
time BBQ in the 
Peace Park (next to 
the church) after the 
10.30am Mass on 
Sunday 13th Octo-
ber.  
This is a great oppor-
tunity to catch up with 
each other as well as 

meet new parishioners and visitors to our parish.  
Last year we invited parishioners to bring along 
a salad or dessert and as a result we were able to 
share a delicious feast.  We are hoping to do the 
same this year.  
If you are able to help out on the day, please 
complete the slip enclosed in this bulletin and 
return to Lynelle at the parish office.  To en-
able planning for catering please return the 
slip by Friday 4th October.  
The slip can be placed in any of the collections 
at Masses, dropped into the parish office or de-
tails emailed to <lynelle@stcanice.com.au>. 

St Canice Feast Day BBQ - Sunday 14th October - SAVE THE DATE!

Parish of St C
anice – Elizabeth B

ay



A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 
(02) 9390 5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> 
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese 
has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Handouts
The following publications are available at the back 
of the church:
• 2019 Social Justice Statement
• Pope’s Message for Creation
• Australian Catholics Magazine
• Jesuit Mission Reflections Magazine

Parish Notices
Social Justice Statement: “Making it real”

Today we celebrate Social Justice Sunday. This year, 
the Australian Bishops’ Social Justice Statement is 
titled: ‘Making it Real: Genuine human encounter 
in our digital world’. It shares Pope Francis’ chal-
lenge to us to ‘boldly become citizens of the digital 
world’.  It points out that we are called not just to be 
inhabitants of this world, but active citizens shaping 

it. 
Grab the Statement in 
the Church, or online 
at: <http://bit.ly/social-
justiceshop>  Follow us 
on Facebook: @social-
justiceACBC or Twit-
ter: @JusticeCatholic 
For further details about 
the Social Justice State-
ment, visit the website 
<https://www.socialjus-
tice.catholic.org.au> or 
call (02) 8306 3499. 

Also see the pamphlet “Ten Steps Towards Genuine 
Human Encounter in Our Digital World”

Confirmation

Last Sunday children (and their families) began 
preparing for Confirmation. The Sacrament will be 
celebrated at the end of the program in the beginning 
of November. They will be formally presented to the 
congregation prior to that.

Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries, Sydney 

– offers regular healing retreats for those who have 
experienced an abortion. The retreat offers a sanc-
tuary in which to renew, rebuild and redeem hearts 
broken by abortion in a safe, supportive, confidential 
and nonjudgmental environment. <http://www.ra-
chelsvineyard.org.au> or call confidential voicemail 
0400 092 555 or email <info@rachelsvineyard.org.
au>. Next retreat 25-27 October 2019. 

Season of Creation Calendar

 4 Oct  Feast of St Francis of Assisi

“The problem of climate change is related to is-
sues of ethics, equity and social justice. The current 
situation of environmental degradation is connected 
with the human, ethical and social degradation that 
we experience every day. This forces us to think 
about the meaning of our models of consumption 
and production, and the processes of education and 
awareness, to make them consistent with human 
dignity. We are facing a “challenge of civilization” 
in favor of the common good.” from: Pope Francis, 
Video Message to UN, 23/9/19

David’s Place

Last Sunday with almost 
a full church  Fr Frank 
Brennan celebrated the 
10:30am mass to celebrate the 20th anniversary of 
David’s Place, which we have hosted since 2017. 

Towards the 
end of mass we 
watched a re-
cently recorded 
5 minute pro-
fessional video. 
Then close to a 
hundred gathered 
in Peace Park 
for lunch and the 
launch of two 

books. See <https://www.davidsplace.com.au> & 
<https://www.instagram.com/davids_place_sydney/>

What are the top priorities of those who 
know that they are going to die tomorrow?


