What's happening?
a first report from the new PP
Christ the King, 24/11/19
The end of the Church year seems an appropriate occasion to report on how I see Christ's
kingdom being furthered here at St Canice. While this deals with roughly my first 6 months,
it is important to begin by acknowledging the achievements of this parish over the past 130
years, as well as the vital leadership and contributions given by others since I arrived: it's not
a 'one-person show'.
I thank the parish for warmly welcoming me. Thanks particularly to those who contributed
to the 4 sessions that I had for listening, especially helpful for our planning in 2020. I am also
blessed with excellent co-labourers in the vineyard, paid and unpaid, in what is a far more
complex operation than I had guessed. I apologise for my inability to readily recognise you,
for not spending more time out and about as I had intended, and for not providing more
information to date. So...

The Big Plan:
The investigation into how to redevelop the whole site here, in order to provide a
sustainable income and manageable maintenance into the future, is ongoing. The version I
first saw seemed financially questionable. The most recent version provided by the
professional archdiocesan team is far more plausible. Our initial spending is still within the
loan granted for this exploration. Heritage issues are the major potential stumbling block.
Even so, the remaining question would still be whether long term financial viability should
be the priority, or a short to medium term focus on pastoral engagement to justify the large
repayment burden to be incurred.
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The Church:
One of the highlights of my first 6 months was the encouragement given by staff to a young
homeless person, who often slept on the steps, to reunite with family: the full story can't
yet be told... Another was the funeral of our highly esteemed parishioner and Jesuit mother,
Patricia Brennan.
We are about to spend $130,000 to fix the roof. This is unavoidable, and we have engaged
in fairly robust analysis and discussion that has significantly reduced the original amount the
Archdiocese had wanted us to spend. This repair is a different section to that done c.2009.
The lighting has been largely brought up to scratch, but issues remain.
For a while we tolerated limited sleeping on the steps. Social changes outside this area led
to an unacceptable situation, so sadly I have had to actively dissuade it.
The Sunday night meditation session continues to draw good support.

Peace Park:
A highlight for the park was the 20th anniversary celebration for David's Place.
It has also provided some concerns: many broken palings creating security concerns for the
adjoining Flats, trees causing damage to the boundary wall, potentially dangerous trees,
excessive undergrowth. We were obliged to close the park for several weeks; a by-product
was discovering the identity of those who lock the park at night, a fact known only to them!
Tree experts, council, and neighbours have been consulted and action is close to being
finalised. (Other major trees on the property were also examined.) My thanks to John for
the 'gardening'.

The Kitchen:
At the instigation of the Kitchen Committee, a position mainly for fundraising was created.
Carrie Deane was employed for 3 days a week at the beginning of the year. After she
became permanent — just after my arrival—both she and Lynelle were agreed that Carrie
should take over direct responsibility for the Kitchen. Consequently, I was able to relieve the
Committee of the burden they had generously carried for some years: our thanks to them.
Carrie's expertise in funding has made it possible this summer to also do much needed
upgrades to the toilet and bathroom facilities. In addition, she has improved the general
ambience with new chairs and other touches. Her management of the hundreds of
volunteers, many on the waiting list, and the provision of essential training for leaders has
been very welcome.
Whether St Canice Kitchen is still needed in postcode 2011 is a lingering question. At the
excellent, revamped 'Thank You' dinner that Carrie organised for our volunteers in October,
I spoke of the primacy of 'accompaniment' over ‘service’ that constitutes the special gift of
the Kitchen for guests and volunteers alike. I was helped by Steve Sinn SJ's comment on my
draft, as well as his assistance in several other matters.
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You need to be aware that Churches are coming under increasing scrutiny on a broad front
by civil authorities. Having come from a State where this agenda is more advanced, I quickly
became aware that many changes were needed here. A prime concern is the health,
security and safety of guests, volunteers and staff alike. Last week I employed Gidon to care
for the Kitchen and Hall site. He will share the 7-day a week job with another, still to be
found. We are immensely grateful to Osai who had voluntarily done a good deal of this work
for so many years. We are fortunate to have the helpful assistance of Brett and Roger.
It is worth noting that our guests are much helped by Orange Sky Laundry spending several
hours on Saturdays and Mondays each week at the Kitchen gate: what a wonderful
contribution two Qld young adults have made to Australia!

Office & Presbytery:
Once a month our volunteers supply a light lunch after the Healing Mass, and on another
occasion the Jesuits entertain the rest of their Jesuit community to dinner.
Downstairs is now less cluttered and better organised, a slightly better welcoming space,
and more efficient. More needs to be done, including money spent on maintenance and to
provide a good working environment. We have wonderful volunteers, including Fran,
Bronnie, Simon, Michelle, and Marisa.

Blaiket:
Unfortunately, it can no longer be used as social housing by Jesuit Refugee Service as it
would cost the parish hundreds of thousands of dollars to get it up to basic accommodation
standards. Currently we are investigating possible uses for storage, meetings, and office
space.

Merton:
This building continues to provide us with a modest rental income.

David's Place:
This Christian mission offering spiritual sustenance in a safe environment to people on the
margins, founded by Sue Buckingham and others twenty years ago, has proved a very good
fit and addition for us over the past few years in its current incarnation—a demountable on
our car park. It comes up for Sydney Council review in 2020.

Shed & Garage:
These, which have been run by Osai and Bill respectively, dispensing the mountain of goods
that arrive at our Office and doors daily, have been of enormous charitable benefit. With
the help of other volunteers, we are currently deciding how to better manage the flow and
distribution.
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Site and Security:
General issues are our key system, car park passes, signage, and the need for security
cameras. Various options are being costed, necessitated in part by inadequate records.
We have developed a good relationship with Kings Cross Police and learnt how to obtain
very fast assistance.

Compliance Matters:
It is simply wise to comply as quickly and as best we can with civil as well as Archdiocesan
and Jesuit standards and demands.
In regard to Working with Children, and Safeguarding, staff do the requisite training. Despite
having done about 13 years of training and administering in Adelaide, I have started from
scratch and already completed Stages 1&2 of the Archdiocesan sequence. Lynelle is our
Safeguarding Officer. Our volunteers are obliged to have the necessary accreditations.
Carrie has been proactive in regard to health and safety. The Archdiocese has
recommended that we offer training re violence etc. to our volunteers.
In June the Archdiocese conducted the usual (for new PPs) mini-audit of the parish. The EOY
financial audit has occurred, and as part of this reporting to the Parish, I would hope to also
publish our audited report as soon as it is feasible.

Railaco:
A local Church must have particular concern for very needy Churches elsewhere. St Canice
has done this very well in our partnership with Railaco in Timor Leste, another Jesuit work.
Again, this relation- ship is not one-sided: if we cannot learn from the poor, our Christianity
is deficient. The pilgrimage to Railaco in July bore out the truth of this.
I am grateful for Michael Musgrave’s energy and passion for this mission and the superb
initiative shown by him to hand this work on to a younger group.

Allied Institutions & Other Activities:
We are fortunate to have the presence (and assistance) of up to 40 boarders from St
Vincent's College often at our 6pm mass, which shifts our 'centre of gravity'. Some also
assisted ably at the 'Kitchen Thank You' night. I try to meet monthly with the Principal, Anne
Fry. Some of the SVC students are presented here for sacraments.
The head office of Jesuit Refugee Service Australia occupies the top floor of our old school
building on the corner. Their subsidised rental is part of our return to the Jesuit Province,
but also a mark of our commitment to a Faith that Does Justice.
I have not yet paid enough attention to the work of St Vincent de Paul in the parish. Its
mission will be a focus in the coming year.
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Michael Musgrave and I attended the inaugural Communications gathering of the Australian
Jesuit Province, held in Sydney last month. I hope that we can expand our reach in 2020.
The Australian Catholic Church will hold a Plenary Council with its first session in October
2020. Perhaps we can contribute further to the evolution of the major topics in the coming
months.

Committees, Staff and Priests:
The mission of this parish, while it relies heavily on volunteers, could not be sustained
without our staff, our committees and notably their Chairs. I am blessed to have excellent
help. Seamus O'Grady and the Finance Committee, Sue Wittenoom and Parish Pastoral
Council (PPC); our indefatigable Manager, Lynelle; Edwina (accountant); and Carrie, have
made my job possible, literally. We are in their debt.
The PPC has functioned in several capacities in recent years, review of governance having
been one. The need for a constitution and some other disparate forces have suggested to
the PPC that it needs to be constituted anew sometime next year and so will conclude with
the December meeting. This determination was unexpected, but I agree and am very
grateful for the service the PPC has rendered us in recent years.
A big thank-you to Fr Gaetan! He has lightened my load, often fed me, and provided advice
and backup when needed. He is nevertheless also at the beck and call of the Jesuit
Provincial to supply for other urgent needs, so I have been lucky to have had him
continuously for the last 4 months.
I have been blessed to have the assistance of a quite a number of Jesuits (and seminarians!)
at different times, even in the kitchen.

Spirituality:
The development of our spiritual life through prayer, devotions and ascetic practices is a key
part of our relationship to God in Christ. Ignatian spirituality is our default offering in this
parish, and it has relevance for even non-Catholics among staff and parishioners.
Opportunities are likely to be offered again in Advent, Lent and Easter seasons. We are
indebted to Rachel and Caroline for the work done in this area.

Liturgy, Sacraments, Pastoral:
This, together with charity and justice, is core to our parish Christian mission. The listening
sessions gave most attention to these, particularly Liturgy. Lynelle and I discuss these
matters, including other input received, regularly. Slowly things will emerge, as some small
things already have.
We ought be very grateful to those who regularly take Holy Communion to the sick, and to
Helen who prepares our (and sometimes others') children for the sacraments—never an
easy task!
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Funerals, and interments to our Columbarium, take a lot of background work: this Church
provides a very good service in that regard. We have the occasional wedding but are
enjoined to do preparation for a lot more; this is something that I very much enjoy doing.
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is not simply a process for the unbaptised
adults and children of catechetical age, but also a template for Parish life. More of this in
regard to parish life and the PPC later. We have had a number of prospective candidates for
RCIA who have not gone on with it; there is still one possibility for Easter 2020.
Bishop Terry celebrated Confirmation well recently, with 13 candidates. A few months ago
we celebrated First Reconciliation and First Communion for our children, and occasionally
others have occurred. Our baptism tally in the parish is about 20 for the year. I would like us
to be able to offer post-baptismal follow up with families where pertinent.
Regarding new pastoral initiatives, Lynelle, the Finance Committee and I are keen to ensure
adequate funding for them while ensuring that we remain financially viable.

The Future:
The Jesuits have no plan to begin the process of withdrawing from any Australian parish for
probably the next two years, you may be pleased (or not) to learn. At this moment, I expect
Fr Gaetan to be with us again in 2020, but for what portion of the year he will be elsewhere
is still not clear. As a Jesuit Parish, we will be paying attention to the Province's Apostolic
Preferences in the coming year.
Let us as a community continue to improve our welcome, accompaniment and generosity so
that we better witness to the abundance of God's love in Christ and be ready to offer our
gifts and skills whenever feasible.
As we head next Sunday into the Year of Matthew, re-commencing the Church's Sunday
Cycle of readings, I hope we can undertake this next 3 years together in hope, with some
sense of the urgency of the gospel, as Pope Francis has insisted. Please consider coming to
Fr Brendan Byrne's introduction to Matthew's gospel next Sunday at 11:45 am: he's
extremely good value — and at only the cost of a little time! He will also preach at each of
the masses. See you there!
Paul Fyfe SJ.
Parish Priest
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