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Mass Times
Saturday Vigil - 6pm
Sunday– 8:30am and 10:30am
Tuesday to Friday– 7:00am
Saturday– 9.00am Vigil- 6:00pm
Public Holidays– 9:00am
Reconciliation
Before Vigil and Sunday Masses or
on request
Anointing
As requested - please contact the
Parish Office
Healing Mass
11:00am - First Friday of each month
otherwise by request
Weddings, Child Sacraments, RCIA
Contact Parish Office Tel: 93585229

4th Sunday in Advent - Year A
Christmas healing
This year we celebrate Christmas in the shadow of terrible bushfires. The reality
of climate change and its effects have challenged the simple childlike joy and
thanksgiving we associate with Christmas. For people who have suffered in the
bushfires and for those who still fear them, to mine Christmas joy out of the
unyielding rock of hardship will be difficult.
The conjunction of Christmas with fear and terror, however, is not foreign to
Christmas but is part of the Christmas story. The bushfires that lap at Christmas
this year remind us of one of the loveliest English Christmas poems, The
Burning Babe. Jesuit Robert Southwell wrote it at a time when his own horizon
was bounded by the likelihood of torture and execution. He was tortured, hung,
drawn and quartered in 1595. His poem encompasses not only Jesus’ birth, but
his rejection and the death that brought us salvation.
The poem is unrelenting in its turning away from easy sentiment. It begins with
the narrator shivering. The sudden heat he experiences warms him but makes
him anxious about its cause. The burning infant whose apparition is responsible
is scorched by the heat and weeps uncontrollably:
As I in hoary winter’s night stood shivering in the snow,
Surpris’d I was with sudden heat which made my heart to glow;
And lifting up a fearful eye to view what fire was near,
A pretty Babe all burning bright did in the air appear;
Who, scorched with excessive heat, such floods of tears did shed
As though his floods should quench his flames which with his tears were fed.
Southwell goes on to describe Jesus as a furnace in which we are refined by his
sufferings and death. He finds space in his image for all the details of the story of
our salvation:
My faultless breast the furnace is, the fuel wounding thorns,
Love is the fire, and sighs the smoke, the ashes shame and scorns;
The fuel Justice layeth on, and Mercy blows the coals,
The metal in this furnace wrought are men’s defiled souls,
Southwell’s vision, of course, picks up the ominous hints of pursuit and death in
the stories of Jesus’ childhood told in the Gospels of Luke and Matthew. These
stories are a prelude to the principal concern of the Gospels with Jesus’ path to
death and rising from the dead. The danger that he will meet is anticipated in
Herod’s attempt to have him killed and in the sword which Simeon predicts will
pierce Mary’s heart.
In a time of bushfire, Christmas reminds us that Jesus shared our human life with
all its uncertainties, its betrayals, its hopes and its afflictions. As we face bushfire
we remind ourselves that we join all the people who at this and other Christmas
times face flood, famine, exile, homelessness, war and loss of people they love.
And we remind ourselves that Jesus shared our life, anxieties and loss. And our
heart goes out to them in compassion and in hope. They become part of our
family as the Christmas stories bid.
Andrew Hamilton SJ

Alleluia, alleluia! A virgin will give birth to a son; his name will be Emmanuel: God is with us. Alleluia!

R
L

emembering those who have gone before us...

Recently Deceased: Edmund Henri, Luke Lembryk, Frederick Maxwell, Geraldine Ohlsson
Anniversaries: William Fachtna De Siun-Young, Graham Fear

et Us Pray For...

Recently ill: Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Anne Brennan, Rosemary
O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert
Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh,
Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor

21/22 Dec

Ministers of
the Eucharist

W. Fothergill
B. McSoriley

B. Anderson
A. Hurst

As available

As available

G. Losurdo

J. Farrell

S. Barnes

S. Wittenoom

J. Higgins

B. Clulow

As available

B. Campbell
J. Healy-North
T. Hunt
M. Musgrave

Next Week’s Readings:
28/29 Dec

A. Devarajan
S. Barnes
S. Buckingham
B. Clulow
C. Coggins
T. Hunt

First Reading:
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Second Reading:
Colossians 3:12-21
Gospel:
Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

28/29 Dec

Ministers of
the Eucharist

As available

The following publications are
available at the back of the church:
• JRS Link Summer
• Vision (SVDP)

Christmas Liturgy Timetable
Christmas Eve
Tue 24 December
Carols precede both Christmas Eve Masses

Mass: 6pm (Carols: 5.30pm)

Christmas Day - Wed, 25 December

Mass: 8.30am, 10.30am

Boxing Day (Feast St Stephen)Thu, 26 December

Mass: 9am

Fri 27 -December (Feast St John)

Mass: 7am

Sat, 28 December (Holy Innocents)

Mass: 9am, 6pm

Sun 29 December

Mass: 8.30am, 10.30am

Mon, 30 Dec

NO MASS

Tues, 31 Dec, New Year’s Eve

Mass: 7am

Wed 1 Jan, New Year’s Day (Mary Mother of God)

Mass 9am

Mass: 10pm (Carols: 9.30pm)
(Mass followed by drinks in hall)

Sunday 22nd December - what’s happening at St Canice’s
Advent Prayer, Church, 9.30am
Christmas Morning Tea, Church courtyard,
after 10.30am Mass
David’s Place Christmas Lunch, Hall

Parish of St Canice - Elizabeth Bay

If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or email
Lynelle@stcanice.com.au. Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

Parish Notices
Christmas Mass Rosters: Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help at the Christmas Eve
and Day Masses. You should have received an email
confirming Mass details and providing any other information you will need. Please contact Lynelle if
you haven't received an email and you wrote your
name on the roster in the sacristy.

Parish Office Christmas Closure Dates:
Please note the parish office will be closed from
Christmas Eve @ 12noon to Thursday 2nd January
2020. During January the office will be opened
restricted hours at 3 days per week - 9.30am to 3pm Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Normal office
hours will resume on Monday 10th February. If you
need to contact us outside these hours please phone
and leave a message - we will check messages intermittently.

Plenary Council: Have you been a part of the
Plenary Council process of listening, prayer, dialogue
and discernment? Do you feel called to express your
interest in being a delegate from our diocese to participate in the plenary council general assembly held
in Adelaide in October? If so, speak with your Parish
Priest or Barbara Perry (Sydney Plenary Council
Working Group) on 0438 012 964 or
barbara.perry@sydneycatholic.org for more details.
All applicants must fill in and submit an application
form found here: https://sydneycatholic.org/plenarycouncil.pdf.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been abused, please contact the
police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

