
23 February 2020 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 

Catholic Parish of St Canice 
We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.  

A stark claim 

In 2020 it is hard to think of Ash Wednesday without also seeing the burned houses and 

forests, and the charred bodies of animals left after the bushfires. The 1983 Ash 

Wednesday fires, which took many lives and for many people are still a pain-filled 

memory, also remind us that the bushfire season is not yet over. For Australian 

Christians, Ash Wednesday and faith are nailed together, reminding us that faith, like 

summer, must reckon with matters of life and death. Our hopes, and the things that give 

us both confidence and standing are always at risk of turning to ashes.  

The ashes of Ash Wednesday have a long history. In the Scriptures ashes represent grief 

and a life stripped of complacency, comfort and resources. Ashes went with wearing 

clothing made of rough hessian in a dramatic sign of desperate grief and the 

abandonment of vanity and pretentions. To cover ourselves with ash leaves us exposed, 

without any of the adornments that indicate importance, physical beauty or wealth. We 

are our naked selves in all our poverty stripped of our appearances, as we stand before 

God, like a burned-out forest devoid of the green grasses, trees, birds, animals and other 

forms of life that make it countryside.  

As with bushfires, the ash of Ash Wednesday is not the full or the final story. Rains will 

come, seeds will germinate, ferns, bushes and trees will grow, birds and animals will 

return. Much will be lost, some species irrevocably, but life itself will continue. We 

grieve what has been lost but are encouraged by signs of new life. And we may hope 

against hope that out of the fire will come the human conversion needed to address 

climate change. 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent that culminates in Easter, the celebration 

of Christ’s rising from the dead. In the Christian story it marks the triumphant end of 

God’s earthly journey with us in Jesus. From being born naked into the world, sharing 

our lives simply and unpretentiously, and being stripped naked of dignity, of reputation, 

of clothing and of life itself, he rose from the dead clothed in life, and promises us life 

with him. For us, too, ashes and grief are not the full story. The main story is that of 

God’s love for us in our nakedness, a love that will take us through fire to greening.  

Ash Wednesday makes a claim on us as we face bushfires. It reminds us that we need to 

strip ourselves of care for reputation, of pretentions and of greed; and face the stark and 

naked reality of our world with all the dangers and consequences of global warming. It 

cannot be business as usual. Emperors must become accustomed to going unclothed 

without faking insouciance. Ash Wednesday invites ordinary people like us to look 

seriously at our world and ourselves, to hold our leaders to account, and to trust in God 

and one another.       Andrew Hamilton SJ 
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St Canice Parish 
28 Roslyn Street,  
Rushcutters Bay  NSW  2011 
Tel:   9358 5229    
Website:   www.stcanice.org.au 
Email:   parish@stcanice.com.au  
 
Parish Priest  
Paul Fyfe SJ 
parishpriest@stcanice.com.au  
 
Assistant Priest 
Gaetan Pereira SJ 
gtnpereira@gmail.com 
 
Parish Manager 
Lynelle Lembryk 
9358 5229 
lynelle@stcanice.com.au 
 
St Canice’s Kitchen Manager 
Carrie Deane 
carrie@stcanice.com.au 
 
Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council 
To be advised  
 
Director JRS 
Carolina Gottardo 
carolina.gottardo@jrs.org.au   
 
Jesuit Refugee Service - Australia 
www.jrs.org.au 
9356 3888 
 
Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil - 6pm 
Sunday– 8:30am and 10:30am 
Tuesday to Friday– 7:00am 
Saturday– 9.00am  Vigil- 6:00pm 
Public Holidays– 9:00am 
 
Reconciliation 
Before Vigil and Sunday Masses or on  
request 
 
Anointing  
As requested - please contact the  
Parish Office  
 
Healing Mass  
11:00am - First Friday of each month 
otherwise by request 
 
Weddings, Child Sacraments, RCIA 
Contact Parish Office Tel: 93585229 

L ent: a time of preparation for Easter: marked by greater mercy, 

kindness and giving material help, by increased prayer, and by 

fasting, self-denial and other penance. 
 

Ash Wednesday & Good Friday:   

Fasting: 18-58yr old inclusive. 

Abstinence: no meat, 14yo and over 

https://www.stcanice.org.au/
mailto:parish@stcanice.com.au


 

 

Alleluia, alleluia!  Whoever keeps the word of Christ, grows perfect in the love of God.  Alleluia! 
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R emembering those who have gone before us... 
Recently Deceased:  Ross MacDonald, Paul Pennacchia  

Anniversaries:  William Harding, Constance Mary Musgrave, Pamela O’Shaughnessy 

L et Us Pray For... 

Recently ill:  Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Geoff Meagher SJ, Jack Ryan Duffy, Anne 

O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Anne Brennan, Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, To-

ny Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick 

Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Ken-

nedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor.   

Our RCIA candidates:  Jessie & Neil.   
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or email 

Lynelle@stcanice.com.au.  Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list. 

Parish Calendar  

Sun, 23rd Feb 6pm, Meditation 

Project Compassion Sunday 

Mon, 24th Feb 6.30 - 7.30pm - Depression Anonymous, Parish Hall 

Wed, 26th Feb Ash Wednesday, Mass 7am, 6pm. 

Thu, 5th Mar Healing Mass, 11am Church 

Next Week’s Readings: 
29 Feb/1 Mar 

First Reading: 
Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7  

Second Reading: 
Romans 5:12, 17-19  

Gospel: 
Matthew 4:1-11  

 

 

The following publications are 
available at the back of the church: 

• Catholic Weekly - $2 - please 
place $2 in SVDP box on wall 
near back table of church 

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations 

22/23 Feb    

 G. Losurdo J. Firrell S. Barnes 

 S. Wittenoom J. Higgins B. Clulow 

Ministers of 
the Eucharist 

 As available  As available 
1 Eucharistic  

Minister Req’d 

29 Feb/1 Mar       

 W. Fothergill J. Higgins A. Devarajan 

 A. Ritchie D. O’Brien M. Byron 

Ministers of 
the Eucharist 

As available  As available 
1 Eucharistic  

Minister Req’d 

Please take home a Project Compassion box and/or a set of donation  
envelopes (located at back of the church) and support Caritas Australia 
this Lenten season themed “Go Further Together”. Your generosity will 
assist some of the world’s most vulnerable communities to lift themselves 
out of poverty. When we Go Further Together in love and compassion, 
the whole world thrives. You can donate through Parish boxes and enve-
lopes, or by phoning 1800 024 413 or visiting www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion 

Project Compassion Sunday 
This weekend 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


Ash Wednesday Services 
Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday 26th February.  
Mass/Service times at St Canice’s are as follows: 

• 7am:  Mass and distribution of ashes 

• 6pm:  Mass and distribution of ashes 

Monday Meditation 

Change of meeting place 
The Monday Meditation group which has been 
meeting at 6 pm for the past 20 years within the 
parish complex has now moved to The Terraces, 74 
Brown St in Paddington.   Future meditation ses-
sions will be in the MacCormick building which is 
on your right as you enter the complex.  There is 
parking on Brown Street and within the complex. 

The 389 bus stops around the corner from Brown 
Street on MacDonald Street.  The 324/25 bus stops 
on New South Head Road in Rushcutters Bay.  It is 
about a 10 minute walk up Neild Avenue and onto 
Brown Street.   

Please join us for a quiet hour at 6pm Mondays.  We 
follow the teachings of John Main who founded the 
World Community for Christian Meditation, meditat-
ing for 25 minutes after prayers and readings. 

For more information please ring Barbara Campbell 
0421 732 473. 

Healing Mass - change of day 
Our monthly Healing Mass will now take place on 
the 1st Thursday of every month rather than the 1st 
Friday of every month..  Our next healing Mass will 
be on Thursday 5th March @ 11am 

Footsteps of Ignatius Pilgrimage 
Don’t miss an amazing pilgrimage in the footsteps of 
Ignatius – France, Spain and Italy, led by Michael 
Ryan SJ and Colleen Leonard SGS.  28th Sept – 17 
Oct. 2020.  Twin Share per person: $7,549 Inc Air; 
Single Room $8,861 Incl.  Contact Sr Colleen Leon-
ard  SGS for more information.   
Email: cleonard@goodsams.org.au 

First Reconciliation Enrolments  
(Enrolments close tomorrow - Monday) 
Children in Year 3 and Above 

Enrolment forms for the First Reconciliation prepara-
tion program are now available.  Enrolment forms 
can be obtained from the parish office or downloaded 
from our website.  Forms are also available from the 
back of the church. 

1st Reconciliation Enrolments cont’d 

Dates for the 2020 1st Reconciliation preparation 
program are as follows: 

• Meeting 1:  Sun 1st March @ 9.30am 

• Meeting 2:  Sun 8th March @ 9.30am 

• Meeting 3:  Sun 15th March @ 9.30am 

• Reconciliation Liturgy:  Thu 19th  March 6pm 

After making their First Reconciliation, children can 
then enrol in our First Communion Program later this 
year. 

Please complete the enrolment form and return to 
Lynelle at the Parish Office (28 Roslyn St Rushcut-
ters Bay) or email to  lynelle@stcanice.com.au 

Pastoral Visitation - Bishop Terry Brady 
Bishop Terry Brady will be visiting St Canice’s on 
the weekend of the 7th and 8th March.  He will cele-
brate weekend Masses and take the time to have a 
chat with parishioners after each Mass.  He will also 
spend some time at the parish on Tuesday 3rd March. 

   

Parish Notices 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been abused, please contact the police. Alternative-
ly, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to 

your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Last Week’s Collections: 

1st:   $1016.10 (inc. planned giving envelopes) 

2nd:   $556.35 

A second priority for Jesuit works  
& a good goal for Lent:  
to heal humanity and our world. 
How? To seek to be close to Christ who is revealed 
in the suffering and vulnerable of our world. We 
commit ourselves to reconciliation with God, with 
one another and with creation. With Christ we are 
called to a personal experience of closeness and com-
panionship with all of humanity, especially those 
most in need. 

mailto:cleonard@goodsams.org.au
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

