Catholic Parish of St Canice
We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.
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1st Sunday of Lent - Year A
China and various bans
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Pope Francis’ Intention for March is that the Church in China may persevere in
its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow in unity. His prayer is timely, coming in a
year when the attention of Australians and of people in other nations has been
focused there. China’s strong assertion of its role in its region and the rest of the
world has led to reaction among its economic and political competitors. It has
also focused attention on the denial in China of what we would see as basic
human rights. This inevitably trickles down into popular prejudice against China
and into xenophobic public comment. We risk thinking of Chinese people as a
bloc, not as persons, to blame them for coronavirus rather than to go out to them
in compassion for suffering from it.
For these reasons it a good time to reflect on our Chinese Catholic brothers and
sisters and to pray for the Church in China. Pope Francis reminds us that it is a
community of different people who try to live by the Gospel and need God’s
grace and the prayer of other Christians to do so. They display all the variety in
ways of seeing and living their faith that we find in our own Church.
The challenge facing the Church in China is that Christianity has always been
seen as foreign. It has come to China with foreigners and has been identified with
them, even though Catholics themselves see themselves as happily both Chinese
and Catholic. Christianity first came to China with Persian traders. Stone
monuments from the ninth century testify to its presence. Christianity flourished
under the Mongolian rule in the fourteenth century, with many Bishops
throughout China. Later Chinese Emperors declared it incompatible with
Chinese customs and banned it.
Subsequent Chinese contacts with foreigners were mainly with traders admitted
under strict conditions. Chinese rulers were torn between fear of European
threats to the Kingdom and desire to benefit from its technology and learning.
Matteo Ricci made his way into the court in 1601 through his astronomical and
other learning, hoping to find a way of commending Christian faith to educated
Chinese through the gifts of their own culture. But the connections he described
between Chinese culture and Christian faith were eventually judged by Roman
authorities to compromise faith; that ban began to be lifted only in 1939. Seen as
agents of foreign powers, all Catholic missionaries were banned from China in
the 1720s.
It is not surprising then that under Communist rulers who wanted to free China
from foreign domination, Catholics were seen as agents of a foreign power ruled
by the Pope. They have been alternately persecuted and tolerated under heavy
scrutiny and political control.
They have also understandably been divided in their opinions about how far they
should cooperate with the Government. Pope Francis is anxious that these
differences of opinion should not divide them as Catholics and as congregations.
He prays, and asks us to pray, that they should be proud members of Christ’s
universal church and of their nation, following Jesus’ generous way of life and
rising with him to full life.
Andrew Hamilton SJ

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
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emembering those who have gone before us...

Recently Deceased: Ross MacDonald, Paul Pennacchia
Anniversaries: William Harding

et Us Pray For...

If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or email
Lynelle@stcanice.com.au. Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations

Next Week’s Readings:
7/8 Mar

29 Feb/1 Mar

Ministers of
the Eucharist

W. Fothergill

J. Higgins

A. Devarajan

A. Ritchie

D. O’Brien

M. Byron

As available

As available

1 Eucharistic
Minister Req’d

G. Losurdo

H. Campbell

S. Barnes

P. CampbellHardwick

A. Weeks

T. Hunt

As available

As available

1 Eucharistic
Minister Req’d

First Reading:
Genesis 12:1-4
Second Reading:
2 Timothy 1:8-10
Gospel:
Matthew 17:1-9

7/8 Mar

Ministers of
the Eucharist

The following publications are
available at the back of the church:
• Catholic Weekly - $2 - please
place $2 in SVDP box on wall
near back table of church

Parish Calendar
Sun, 1 Mar

6pm, Meditation
Project Compassion Sunday

Mon, 2nd Mar

6.30 - 7.30pm - Depression Anonymous, Parish Hall

Thu, 5th Mar

Healing Mass, 11am Church

Fri, 6th Mar

Autumn Ember Day: Day of penance and prayer especially for our care of
Creation. Also ‘World Day of Prayer’

Thu, 19th Mar

1st Reconciliation Liturgy, 6.30pm, Church

Sat, 28th Mar

David’s Place Mass, David’s Place , 1pm

First Sunday of Lent - 1st March 2020
Indigenous minorities in the Philippines face regular discrimination and disadvantage. Manide
woman, Shirley faced challenges supporting her children and sending them to school. With Caritas
Australia’s support, Shirley’s life has been transformed.

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help people like Shirley, and her children gain
confidence and respect within their community.
Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413.

Parish of St Canice - Elizabeth Bay

Recently ill: David Lynch, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Geoff Meagher SJ, Jack Ryan
Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Anne Brennan, Rosemary O’Hare, Michael
Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams,
Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie
Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan
Agbor. Our RCIA candidates: Jessie & Neil.

Parish Notices
Jesuit Refugee Service Lenten Food Appeal
Thank you for your donation of Basmati Rice this week.
Next Week’s Food Item: Tuna in Oil
8th March: Cooking Oil

15th March: Tinned Tomatoes/Chickpeas/red kidney beans

22nd March: Long Life milk

29th March: Pasta or Spagetti

Please leave the items in the tubs located at the back of the church.
Lent: a time of preparation for Easter:
marked by greater mercy, kindness and
giving material help, by increased prayer,
and by fasting, self-denial and other penance.

Invitation to join our Lenten Program:

This year our Lenten Program will feature the Diocese of Wollongong Lenten Program - “Grace”. You
are invited to participate in one or more of 2 ways:
Tuesday Evenings, 6.30pm in the Church: Join Fr
Gaetan as you reflect on Sunday Gospels during the
Lenten Season. (commences Tuesday 10th March)
Sunday Mornings, 9.30am in the Church: Join Fr
Gaetan reflecting on the Sunday Gospels.
(commences Sunday 8th March)
Further Enquiries: Contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229.

Pastoral Visitation - Bishop Terry Brady

Bishop Terry Brady will be visiting St Canice’s next
weekend. He will celebrate weekend Masses and take
the time to have a chat with parishioners after each
Mass. He will be here on Tuesday 3rd March.
This is an opportunity for the parish community to
reflect on and share its life and activities with Bishop
Terry. It is an opportunity to affirm the good. Bishop
Terry will also meet with those involved in
administration and the pastoral life of the parish.
Lenten Programs : See the Jesuit’s Creighton Universi-

ty ministry site for Lent: https://
onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Lent/
Brisbane: “Be opened: a journey to new life” http://
evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/assets/uploads/brochurefinal.pdf
Wollongong: “Grace: Lenten program 2020”
https://www.dow.org.au/media-resources/lenten-program/
Broken Bay: “Lenten Listening 2020”
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/parish-community/plenarycouncil/our-resources

Healing Mass
Next THURSDAY 5th March

Our monthly Healing Mass will now take place on the
1st Thursday of every month rather than the 1st Friday of every month. Our next healing Mass will be
on Thursday 5th March @ 11am

First Reconciliation

This weekend 3 children will commence preparation
to make their 1st Reconciliation on Thu 19th March.
We ask that you welcome these children and their
families into our parish community and keep them all
in your prayers. If you would like your child to join
the group please contact Lynelle in the parish office
as soon as possible.

Monday Meditation
Change of meeting place

The Monday Meditation group has met at 6 pm for
the 20 years within the parish . It has now moved to
The Terraces, 74 Brown St in Paddington. Future
meditation sessions will be in the MacCormick
building which is on your right as you enter the
complex. Parking: on Brown Street and within the
complex. The 389 bus stops around the corner from
Brown St on MacDonald St. The 324/25 bus stops
on New South Head Road and It is about a 10 minute walk up Neild Ave and onto Brown St. Please
join us for a quiet hour at 6pm Mondays. We follow the teachings of John Main who founded the
World Community for Christian Meditation, meditating for 25 minutes after prayers and readings.
Information: Barbara Campbell 0421 732 473.
Why not focus on the 6 national themes for discernment in
preparation for our Plenary Council 2020. The 1st week’s
theme then is "Missionary and Evangelising" What are the
difficulties and challenges for me (and the Church) to
spread the Good News and love of Jesus Christ?
How could I do this better?

1st:
2nd:

Last Weekend’s Mass Collections:

$763.25 inc. planned giving envelopes)
$417.10

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to
your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

