
8 Sept 2019 Twenty third Sunday of Ordinary Time - Year C 

Catholic Parish of St Canice 
We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.  

Suicide Prevention Day (10/9) 
That suicide is the most frequent cause of the death of young Australians, and 
particularly of young Indigenous Australians, is a disturbing thought. Apart from 
that statistic, it is appalling that young people, whom we hope would look 
forward with much energy and optimism to their future lives, can be so driven 
by their pain to end them. This Day invites us to reflect with compassion on 
young people who have taken their own lives. It also encourages us to ask 
what kind of a society we are creating that leaves many young people in such 
despair. 
One of the factors that can lead to suicide is isolation.  Those who suffer from 
mental illness can find it hard to communicate with others and to relate in 
groups. Their own inner pain can be overwhelming. They cannot find words for 
it. Nor can they summon the trust and energy they would need to talk to others 
about their experience. Their silence can deepen due to family members 
feeling helpless and excluded. Subsequently they may become locked into 
silence, despairing of their capacity to relate to others and wanting to spare 
them the pain of their company. Suicide may be seen as the only way to end 
their pain. 
The Australian Government is right to pledge resources to address youth 
suicide. There will be no magic bullet, however. The factors contributing to a 
young person’s decision to end their life can include mental and physical 
illness, addiction, and the experience of problems at education or work; lack of 
access to both supportive programs of housing and other types of care can 
also have a bearing. If we are to offer young people a better way, we need to 
address the social difficulties they face in their homes and communities.   
Medication and counselling will often be essential. But crucial too is the building 
and strengthening of relationships where their pain and desperation are 
compassionately heard, so they can find resources for accepting and living 
through it.  
The families and friends of people who have suicided need the same support. 
Above all they need to be able to talk about the feelings of loss and shame, of 
guilt, anger and confusion that can overwhelm them.  The difficulty is that such 
a strong stigma attaches to suicide. Those affected can feel afraid to raise the 
topic and embarrassed when others talk about it. As a result they keep silent. 
But their feelings remain and eat away at their lives.  
That is why programs like those of Support after Suicide (JSS) are so 
important. There, in a safe environment, people can find counselling, or 
conversation with those who have suffered from the same experience. 
Breaking silence can be the first step to recovering life.          
Andrew Hamilton SJ 
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Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil - 6pm 
Sunday– 8:30am and 10:30am 
Tuesday to Friday– 7:00am 
Saturday– 9.00am  Vigil- 6:00pm 
Public Holidays– 9:00am 
 
Reconciliation 
Before Vigil and Sunday Masses or on  
request 
 
Anointing  
As requested - please contact the  
Parish Office  
 
Healing Mass  
11:00am - First Friday of each month 
otherwise by request 
 
Weddings, Child Sacraments, RCIA 
Contact Parish Office Tel: 93585229 

Laetare Sunday: 4th Sunday of Lent – Year A22 Mar 2020

Seeing the Light
Some of you know by now that I am not at all good at recognising faces. 
Similarly, art has been a bit of a mystery for much of my life. Some years 
ago, I was wandering around the National Gallery in Canberra; I walked 
around a corner to be confronted by a large painting a few metres in front 
of me: light shone out from the middle of it. I was transfixed! Some things 
you—even I—just can’t fail to notice. So it’s not hard to appreciate that God 
sees our world in much clearer ways than we do.
Jesus had an extraordinary effect on how his listeners, and indeed we, see 
the world; it is a world enlightened by the extraordinary love and compas-
sion of our Father. This is dramatically portrayed in our Easter Vigil when 
we move from a fire in darkness, into a church lit by our candles that have 
been in turn lit from the Easter candle.
The earliest Gospel, St Mark, raises the question of who sees clearly.
Is it the leaders, or the disciples? Neither! Two stories of a blind man being 
cured provide the contrast to the disciples’ lack of in-sight. St Mark invites 
us to ‘see’ that Jesus truly is the Son of God, even in his death, even if our 
physical sight is not all that good.
This is picked up today in the second of the great Easter themes, by St John 
in the cure of a man born blind. The story challenges us: can we see what is 
happening right before our very eyes; can we can see God’s grace at work 
around us? Do we notice how Christ’s death and resurrection transforms the 
way we interpret our own universe? When we walk around a corner, are we 
hoping to see light, or darkness, or nothing?            Paul Fyfe SJ, PP

An Extra Mass And Other Matters At St Canice 
Dear St Canice Parishioners.           Thursday 20/3/20
We are in difficult and changing times. First, please take care of people. 
Some will be scared to go outside, to shop etc. Please look for opportunities 
to assist, if you are able. Please be responsibly hygienic, and follow govern-
ment directions and recommendations regarding travel, attending functions, 
and maintaining a 1.5m distance where possible.
St Canice Church needs to be mindful of what is required, what is needed 
and the Archbishop’s will. None of our masses exceed 100 people, and our 
space is sufficient. It is important for social cohesion that people can meet 
and pray safely together mindful of the restrictions. However, people who 
feel afraid, unwell, who have symptoms or have had contact with coronavi-
rus sufferers must not attend public worship. (See the Archbishop’s letter).
In order to provide a relatively safe environment for mass in the current sit-
uation, I am taking these further steps.
1. Mass for St Vincent’s boarders can be provided separately at the school.
2. To minimise the overall social interaction, mass will be shortened to 40 
minutes or less. (to back page)

 –to be advised



Entrance Antiphon
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her 
consoling breast.

Entrance Hymn We are called — or as advised by the cantor. 
1. Come! Live in the light
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord
We are called to be light for the kingdom
To live in the freedom of the city of God
Refrain: We are called to act with justice
We are called to love tenderly
We are called to serve one another
To walk humbly with God
2. Come! Open your heart
Show your mercy to all those in fear
We are called to be hope for the hopeless
So hatred and blindness will be no more.

Collect
O God, who through your Word reconcile the human race to yourself in a wonderful way, grant, we pray, that 
with prompt devotion and eager faith the Christian people may hasten toward the solemn celebrations to come. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son…

First Reading Ephesians 5:8-14

Responsorial Psalm Ps 22:
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Gospel Acclamation John 8:12 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me 
will have the light of life. Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel John 9:1,6-9,13-17,34-38 (short form)

Offertory Hymn No. 28 Do not be afraid or as advised by the cantor

Communion Antiphon
The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I washed, I saw and I believed in God. 

Communion Hymn  Isaiah 49:  I Will Never Forget You — or as advised by the cantor
I will never forget you my people
I have carved you on the palm of my hand
I will never forget you, I will not leave you orphaned
I will never forget my own
Does a mother forget her baby?
Or a woman the child within her womb?
Yet even if these forget Yes even if these forget
I will never forget my own

Recessional  Glory and Praise to our God  or  
                    as advised
Refrain: In faith and hope and love
with joyful trust we move
towards our Father’s home above.
1. Christ, our star, our map, our road
To the Father’s high abode.
2. Christ, our bread along the way;
Christ, our rescue when we stray.
           © 2020, Liturgy Brisbane



 

Parish of St C
anice - Elizabeth B

ay 
R emembering those who have gone before us... 

Recently Deceased:  Lady Patricia Brennan, Tony Musgrave, Nanette Shiffer, Diana Armstrong, Bob Roberts 
Anniversaries: Vlatko Zaknich, Mara Separovich, Jim Caward, Bessie and Stan Duncan, Irene Hardin 
 

L et Us Pray For... 
Recently ill:  Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Or-

landi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, 
Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, So-
phie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or 

email Lynelle@stcanice.com.au.  Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list. 

Parish Calendar  

Sun, 8th Sept Meditation Base Camp, Church, 6pm.   

Sat, 14th Sept Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Indian Bazaar, St Ignatius College, Riverview, 9am - 5pm 

Sun, 22nd Sept David’s Place 20th Anniversary Mass, 10.30am, lunch in Peace Park afterwards 

Sun, 13th Oct St Canice Feast Day Mass, Church, 10.30am 
Join us for lunch after Mass in Peace Park 

Thur, 17th Oct Kitchen Volunteers Thank-you Evening, Hall, 6.15pm 

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations 
14/15 Sep Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am 
Greeters H. Campbell  S. Barnes W. Fothergill 
Readers A. Weeks C. Coggins SVC Student 

Ministers of the 
Eucharist As available 

S. Buckingham 
B. Clulow 

M. Woodburne 
S. Woodburne 

As available 

Next Week’s Readings: 
14/15 Sept 2019 

First Reading: 
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14  

Second Reading: 
1 Timothy 1:12-17  

Gospel: 
Luke 15:1-10  

Pope Francis’ message for the Season of Creation: 1 Sep. – 4 Oct. 
"God’s gaze, at the beginning of the Bible, rests lovingly on his creation… Tragically, the human response to this 
gift has been marked by sin, selfishness and a greedy desire to possess and exploit. Egoism and self-interest 
have turned creation, a place of encounter and sharing, into an arena of competition and conflict.”  
The full text is available at the doors. 
 
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults [and others]:  It’s now that time of year when we start 
the journey of enquiry for people interested in being baptised or joining the Church or developing their faith: 
• Please ask non-Catholics you know if they have thought about becoming a Christian or a Catholic. 
• Would you like to deepen you own faith by being part of this journey? 
• Can you offer to assist people on that journey, where possible, by being willing to listen and speak simply 

about your own faith? 
To assist, or if you require further information, contact Fr Paul or the office. 

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Archbishop John Bathersby, Geoff Meagher SJ.

Anniversaries: Chris Gration, William Harding    Deceased:  Peter Novetski, Joseph Chen

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Robyn Bradley, Kevin Matthews, David Lynch, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe 

SJ, Jack Ryan Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Anne Brennan, Rosemary 
O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert 
Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray 
Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie 
Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor. Our RCIA candidates: Jessie & Neil.
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations

21/22 Mar Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am

Greeters G. Losurdo N.Peters S. Barnes

Readers W Fothergill D. O’Brien M.Musgrave

Ministers of 
the  

Eucharist
As available As available 1 Euch Min req’d

28/29 Mar
Greeters W Fothergill B Anderson A Devarajan

Readers S Wittenoom A Weeks B. Campbell

Ministers of 
the  

Eucharist
As available As available 1 Euch Min req’d

Parish Calendar
Sun 22 Mar 6pm Meditation suspended until further notice.

Mon 23 Mar 6.30 - 7.30pm - Depression Anonymous, Parish Hall

Tue 24 Mar 6.30pm - Lenten Program with Fr Gaetan, Church

Wed 25 Mar Solemnity of the Incarnation of the Lord

Thu 26 Mar 6.30 - 7pm, Sacrament of Reconciliation (1st Rite)

Sat 28 Mar 1pm, David’s Place Mass, David’s Place

Next Week’s Readings: 
8 / 9 Feb 2020

First Reading: 
Ezekiel 37:12-14

Second Reading: 
Romans 8:8-11

Gospel: 
John 11:1-45

Available
The following publications are 
available at the back of the church:
• Catholic Weekly - $2 donation 
in SVDP box on wall near back 
table of church

• Archbishop’s letter
• Jesuits in Asia-Pacific 2020

Project Compassion   Fourth Sunday of Lent          Caritas Australia

Thirty-two-year-old Sakun lives in a village in central east India. She developed polio as a 
child and has difficulty walking. After joining a Caritas Australia-funded program, Sakun has 
learned new skills and gained important mobility. She is more resilient, more confident and 
more independent.

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help uplift vulnerable communities and sup-
port the rights of indigenous peoples around the world. 

Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting 
<www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion> or phoning 1800 024 413.

Please consider 
filling out our 

“Keep in Touch” 
form to assist 

you during this 
epidemic!



A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been abused, 
please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 
<safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide sup-
port and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

3. To allow couples and family groups to be 1.5m from 
others, the pews are further apart. Please respect this 
1.5m (5’) distance when on the same pew as others.
4. We aim to keep masses to about 50 people. There-
fore an Extra Mass will be offered at 9:30am from 
this Sunday on. It may also provide more parking for 
those who now wish to avoid public transport.
5. Hymn books are not used. Songs will be kept short.
6. The collections will be done after the Prayers of the 
Faithful. Please file past the two collection baskets 
at each end of the Church and make your donations. 
If you not able to move, raise your hand so that the 
collectors can bring two baskets to you.
7. Please do not socialise for more than a few minutes 
after mass; if driving, please leave the carpark free 
for the next mass.
8. Hand sanitiser (until stolen) will be available at 
holy water fonts for use before and after mass.
9. Updates on our policy, and information about 
online masses, various  prayers, spiritual devotions 
and exercises that can be usefully undertaken during 
this time of epidemic are available on the St Canice’s 
Elizabeth Bay Facebook page. If you are online, but 

not on Facebook, you may find it useful to become 
a member during this time of added social isolation. 
<https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/>
These measures will be assessed this week, and will 
be retained if there are no significant problems, until 
we judge otherwise. If other nearby churches close, it 
may put pressure on our numbers.
Please remember that our church is open, usually until 
at least 4:30pm. You may wish to fulfil your obliga-
tion by attending a weekday mass at 7am; less than 10 
attend at present. Or by praying in the Church at other 
times. We will consider adding devotions & weekday 
masses (e.g. 9am) if we get firm requests.
Lenten prayer with Fr Gaetan will continue at 6:30pm 
on Tuesday only.
The priests are always ready to discuss spiritual mat-
ters; to give Anointing of the Sick for those experi-
encing an episode of ill-health, and Viaticum to the 
dying—Fr Gaetan will usually provide that ministry.
Please pray for all the sick esp. those in danger of death; 
and for wise leadership in the Churches and society.
In Christ,
Paul Fyfe SJ, PP

Lenten Programs 
See the Jesuit’s Creighton University ministry site 
for Lent: <https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/
CollaborativeMinistry/Lent/> 
Brisbane: “Be opened: a journey to new life”  
<http://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/assets/uploads/
brochure-final.pdf>
Broken Bay: “Lenten Listening 2020”  
<https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/parish-community/
plenary-council/our-resources>

4th theme for Plenary 2020 
Humble, healing and merciful: how could I live 
more like Christ did?

CoronaVirus policy: St Canice’s
1. Sanitiser: no holy water.  
2. Bow or smile at the sign of peace.  
3. Communion: no chalice; in the hand.  
4. Ministers use hand sanitiser.  
5. Minimise exposure at services (numbers, time, 
space, extra mass).

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>

https://australiancatholics.com.au

