
Mother Earth Day (22/4)
It might seem a little sentimental to refer to the earth as our mother. Yet the de-
scription goes back a long way. In the ancient world the world was often seen 
as mother and as wet nurse. The metaphors suggest that our relationship to the 
world is personal and expresses reliance on it. The world is not simply a thing 
that is at our disposal. Nor is it something for which we need have no feeling, 
something on which we do not depend. 
When people imagine our relationship with our world today, they don’t usual-
ly see it as personal. We more often see it as something that we can dig, burn, 
clear, poison, sow, fertilise and change in any ways that meet our needs and 
our desires. We see it as a mine, a field, an empty site to be occupied, a pos-
session to be defended. 
If we see the relationship in this way, it is one-sided. It suggests that we are 
active and the world is passive. We make decisions on how we shall use it and 
it does not complain. We are the masters who own, it decide how to treat it and 
make profits from it, and it is our uncomplaining slave. We are persons, and it 
is our food bowl, our meat supply, our water tank, our emissions producer and 
our rubbish tip. If it misbehaves by catching fire, infecting us or our crops, we 
burn it, bulldoze it, dose it with pesticides and declare war on it. It is there for 
us to treat as we wish. 
Until, of course, it is not. The reality of climate change has told us that the 
world is not a mine, not our slave. That what we do to one part of it will 
have consequences for other parts of it. If we burn coal and oil in one 
place, it will affect other places, assisting the temperature of the earth 
to rise, rainfall to be more unpredictable, droughts to increase, forests to 
burn more easily, water temperatures to rise coasts to be eroded, and to 
damage the quality of life for many human beings, especially the poor. 
The Coronavirus also reminds us how we ourselves, our plans, our cit-
ies, transport and our livelihood can be paralysed by one of the tiniest 
beings in our world. If we rampage around our world like Goliath, we 
can be undone by our fellow creatures that we cannot even see. 
In fact our relationships to the world are two sided. We are part of the 
world. What we do to one part of it affects other parts, including our-
selves. Our relationships to the world are personal. The images of the 
world and as wet nurse suggest this. The earth has its rhythms and time-
tables that we must respect because we are part of them. It needs to be 
understood as we need to be understood as part of it. 
To recognise that, we need to take time to look around us and to change 
the way we walk in the world. That has been the focus of Jesuit So-
cial Services’ programs, especially the Outdoor Experience that allows 
young people to enter the world of nature and to learn about it.  
To consider the world as our mother pays attention to the rich and delicate 
relationships that form the rhythms of a flourishing world. When we stop be-
fore the wonder of our world we are led to ask how we can respect it.   
            Andrew Hamilton SJ
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Octave Of easter (2nd sunday) – 19 april 2020
Entrance Procession
Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure, spiritual milk, that in him you may grow to salvation, alleluia.

Collect
God of everlasting mercy, who in the very recurrence of the paschal feast kindle the faith of the people you 
have made your own, increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed, that all may grasp and rightly understand 
in what font they have been washed, by whose Spirit they have been reborn, by whose Blood they have been 
redeemed. Through our Lord Jesus Christ….

First Reading   Acts 2:42-47 The faithful lived together and owned everything in common
Those who welcomed the message of Peter were baptized and many were added to the community. They de-
voted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came 
upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.
All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they 
broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of 
all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Responsorial Psalm   Ps 117:2-4, 13-15, 22-24
R. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting.

Second Reading   1 Peter 1:3-9 He has given us a new birth as his children, by raising Jesus Christ from the dead
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead: a birth into an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for 
a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to 
suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith -being more precious than gold 
that, though perishable, is tested by fire- may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and 
even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable 
and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls.

Gospel Acclamation  John 20:29
Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me; happy those 
who have not seen me, but still believe! Alleluia!

Gospel   John 20:19-31  After eight days, Jesus came in and stood among them
It was evening on the day Jesus rose from the dead, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the authorities. Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins 
of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas, who was called the 
Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark 
of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these 
are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believ-
ing you may have life in his name.

Communion Antiphon
Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia.
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R emembering those who have gone before us... 

Recently Deceased:  Lady Patricia Brennan, Tony Musgrave, Nanette Shiffer, Diana Armstrong, Bob Roberts 
Anniversaries: Vlatko Zaknich, Mara Separovich, Jim Caward, Bessie and Stan Duncan, Irene Hardin 
 

L et Us Pray For... 
Recently ill:  Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Or-

landi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, 
Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, So-
phie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or 

email Lynelle@stcanice.com.au.  Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list. 

Parish Calendar  

Sun, 8th Sept Meditation Base Camp, Church, 6pm.   

Sat, 14th Sept Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Indian Bazaar, St Ignatius College, Riverview, 9am - 5pm 

Sun, 22nd Sept David’s Place 20th Anniversary Mass, 10.30am, lunch in Peace Park afterwards 

Sun, 13th Oct St Canice Feast Day Mass, Church, 10.30am 
Join us for lunch after Mass in Peace Park 

Thur, 17th Oct Kitchen Volunteers Thank-you Evening, Hall, 6.15pm 

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations 
14/15 Sep Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am 
Greeters H. Campbell  S. Barnes W. Fothergill 
Readers A. Weeks C. Coggins SVC Student 

Ministers of the 
Eucharist As available 

S. Buckingham 
B. Clulow 

M. Woodburne 
S. Woodburne 

As available 

Next Week’s Readings: 
14/15 Sept 2019 

First Reading: 
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14  

Second Reading: 
1 Timothy 1:12-17  

Gospel: 
Luke 15:1-10  

Pope Francis’ message for the Season of Creation: 1 Sep. – 4 Oct. 
"God’s gaze, at the beginning of the Bible, rests lovingly on his creation… Tragically, the human response to this 
gift has been marked by sin, selfishness and a greedy desire to possess and exploit. Egoism and self-interest 
have turned creation, a place of encounter and sharing, into an arena of competition and conflict.”  
The full text is available at the doors. 
 
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults [and others]:  It’s now that time of year when we start 
the journey of enquiry for people interested in being baptised or joining the Church or developing their faith: 
• Please ask non-Catholics you know if they have thought about becoming a Christian or a Catholic. 
• Would you like to deepen you own faith by being part of this journey? 
• Can you offer to assist people on that journey, where possible, by being willing to listen and speak simply 

about your own faith? 
To assist, or if you require further information, contact Fr Paul or the office. 

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Susan Fitzgerald, Ted Treister, Bishop John Bathersby, & victims of the 

CoronaVirus

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Those with the CoronaVirus, Robyn Bradley, Kevin Matthews, David Lynch, Gwen 

Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Jack Ryan Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, 
Anne Brennan, Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria 
Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, 
Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald 
Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor. Our RCIA candidates: Jessie & Neil.
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

  Parish Calendar
Sun 19 April Second Easter (Octave Day): Our masses online, Sat 6pm, Sun 10:30am
Wed 22 April Mary Mother of the Society of Jesus Our mass online, 12 noon
Thu 23 April Archdiocese Masses “In Time of Pandemic”: Our mass online, 10am
Sat 25 April Anzac Day: Our mass online, 12 noon. Vigil mass of Sunday, 6pm
Sun 19 April Third Easter: Our masses online, Sat 6pm, Sun 10:30am 

Weddings & Funerals: Please remember those who have had to cancel weddings, and families im-
pacted by restrictions on funerals. As a way of support for the families, we can list funerals here. 

Project Compassion
Thank you for your donation to Project Com-
passion. If you want, you can still donate direct-
ly online or by phone to them (1800 024 413).

Isolation ideas
Here is a 14-day retreat, Jesus in the desert, de-
signed by Australian Jesuits and Ignatian direc-
tors that you can use during this time.  
https://www.pray.com.au/with-jesus-in-the-des-
ert-a-retreat-for-a-time-of-isolation/

Easter: Christ is risen!
This Sunday traditionally in the Catholic Church is the completion of our week-long celebration of the 
resurrection! Of course, we continue it in a lower key for another 6 weeks until Pentecost. This is the 
time to reflect on whether I need to modify of update the ways in which I live out my following of the 
risen Jesus.

Plenary 2020 
The first of the two Plenary Council meetings, 
due to be held in Adelaide in October has been 
postponed to a date to tbe decided.

Planned giving
Where you can, please continue to support the 
parish, either by handing in envelopes or con-
tacting Lynelle, preferably by email, in regard to 
online giving.

Catholic Weekly – digital 
The Catholic Weekly is now available in a digi-
tal form at <www.catholicweekly.com.au> It is 
formatted identically to the print edition.

Our online masses
Our Easter ceremonies online received much appreciation. We intend to provide weekend mass 
on Saturday at 6pm, and Sunday 10:30am, and other masses as in our Calendar. Click here!
The sound for the ceremonies was good, but we will try to improve the picture quality—it may 
be limited by our internet connection. In regard to music, we have changed our licensing so we 
can now stream a wide range of music online. Masses will be offered throughout the Archdio-
cese on Thursday morning for those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. We intend to stream 
ours at 10am.
More generally, Mass for you at home each Sunday 6am-6:30am, Channel 10/10HD or replay.      
Daily mass from North Sydney Parish (on demand).

https://www.pray.com.au/with-jesus-in-the-desert-a-retreat-for-a-time-of-isolation/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://10play.com.au/mass-for-you-at-home
https://www.youtube.com/user/cathnews


A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices
Next Week’s Readings: 25 / 26 Apr 2020

First Reading:  Acts 2:14,22-23

Second Reading:  1 Peter 1:17-21

Gospel:  Matthew 24:13–35

Jesuit Refugee Service  
Lenten Food Appeal

Thanks for all your support. JRS is in 
great need during this crisis.

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <www.australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>.

Canice’s Kitchen Update & Fundraiser
Our kitchen already offers lunch (take-away only) from Tuesday to Friday, 11am – noon. Soon, we aim to provide 
a coffee service and also some evening meals. These, and other assistance we provide, are planned in consultation 
with local agencies. Our present mode of operating has proved most successful in these difficult times. I am very 
grateful to our staff and volunteers, particularly to Carrie, for this excellent contribution to the marginalised of 
our city, where we are asked to walk with the risen Jesus.
We are urgently seeking funds to support the roll out more of our COVID-19 response plan which includes: 
Seven day a week take-away food service with strict social distancing protocols • Phone call service for isolated 
community members needing support •Access to toilets & showers at our premises • Take-away toiletry and 
sanitary packs. Pleases consider contrib-
uting to our online fundraising page. If 
you would like to donate please go to:
<https://canices-kitchen-emergency-fund.
raisely.com/>

Please Note!
The parish is distributing spiritual re-
sources via email, Facebook, messages 
and post if necessary. Please let us know 
how you can reached. Perhaps on some-
one else’s behalf, you could let us know 
their email address.
Updates and information about online 
masses, various prayers, spiritual devo-
tions and exercises that can be usefully 
undertaken during this time of epidemic 
are on the ‘St Canice’s Elizabeth Bay’ 
Facebook page. If online, but not on 
Facebook, you may find it useful to 
become a member at this time of added 
social isolation.  
<https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/>

JRS is in great need through this crisis. 
You can drop off food at St Canice’s: 

Monday & Wednesday, 9am – 11am  ONLY. 
Please, not at other times.

Eternal God, to whom we turn in our distress; in 
faith we pray look with compassion on the afflicted, 
grant eternal rest to the dead, comfort to mourners, 
healing to the sick, peace to the dying, strength to 
healthcare workers, wisdom to our leaders and the 
courage to reach out to all in love, so that togeth-
er we may give glory to your holy name. Through 
Christ our Lord.         (Mass in Time of Pandemic)

https://universalis.com/Australia/20200405/mass.htm
https://australiancatholics.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/

