
A last hurrah?
Each year on Palm Sunday small groups in major Australian cities have 
marched to plead the cause of people who seek protection. This year Coro-
naVirus will prevent the marches, and rightly so. But we should take time to 
honour the commitment and enthusiasm of those participants, and to recognise 
that it is not shared by the population as a whole, rather that the Government 
is determined to maintain its harsh policies. Set against the challenge posed by 
the Coronavirus, the marches can seem to have been idle and quixotic, insig-
nificant events supporting a lost cause.
If they are such, Palm Sunday is an appropriate day for lost causes. It recalls 
the ceremonial entry into Jerusalem of a man proclaimed by a handful of peo-
ple as king. The city was under Roman occupation and defended by a military 
garrison. The man had no support among the leaders of the Jewish people, no 
armed followers. He was accompanied by a raggle-taggle crowd of disciples 
from the backblocks of Palestine, and onlookers. Instead of riding erect on 
a white horse amid a sea of flags as leaders do, he rolled and swayed in on a 
donkey with people waving branches torn from trees. 
He was entering a city whose leading figures had already infiltrated his close 
followers and had decided to have him killed. For them Palm Sunday was his 
last hurrah before the serious business began of arresting, trying, killing and 
ending the threat to public order posed by this clown. The day when a loser 
ensured his luck ran out.
That such an apparently insignificant day should still be celebrated is remark-
able. And that the man with no power who was rejected and executed in the 
most dehumanising way by the leaders both of the Romans and of his own 
people should now be honoured and have greater power and fame than them, 
is even more remarkable. 
The reason, of course, is that for his followers the story did not begin nor end 
with the week which culminated in his death. Its beginning lay in God joining 
us in the poverty of our lives. It continued with Jesus’ mission to the poor and 
abandoned. Nor was his death the end. He rose from the dead, showing that 
God was with him in his way of life and of his death. The path to life went 
through his rejection and execution. That was a sign of hope especially for the 
poor and rejected people to whom he turned. 
It is why Christians have seen Palm Sunday as an appropriate day to remem-
ber and walk with people who are also powerless, have fled persecution and 
despised by others. It is also an appropriate day to identify the way in which 
our society works and deals with people whom it sees as threats. It is a day 
to mock the pumped up rhetoric about the danger Australia faces from people 
who seek our protection. 
When the threat of Coronavirus has passed we shall need to rebuild our 
society. That will be an opportunity for shaping a more just Australia.  
Andrew Hamilton SJ
Mass and Easter online, see page 3. (click items to open)
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COMMEMORATION OF THE LORD’S ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM
Prayer over the Branches
Almighty ever-living God, sanctify + these branches with your blessing, that we, who follow Christ the King in 
exultation, may reach the eternal Jerusalem through him.

Gospel   Matthew 21:1-11 (Year A) “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord”

When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
saying to them, ‘Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find an ass tied, and a colt with her; 
untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, “The Lord has need of them,” 
and he will send them immediately’. This took place to fulfil what was spoken by the prophet, saying, ‘Tell the 
daughter of Zion, Behold, your king is coming to you, humble and mounted on an ass, and on a colt, the foal of 
an ass’.
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the ass and the colt, and put their garments 
on them, and he sat thereon. Most of the crowd spread their garments on the road, and others cut branches from 
the trees and spread them on the road.
And the crowds that went before him and that followed him shouted, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!’
And when he entered Jerusalem all the city was stirred, saying, ‘Who is this?’ And the crowds said, ‘This is the 
prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee’.

MASS
Collect
Almighty ever-living God, who as an example of humility for the human race to follow caused our Saviour to 
take flesh and submit to the Cross, graciously grant that we may heed his lesson of patient suffering and so mer-
it a share in his Resurrection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your son…

First Reading   Isaiah 50:4-7 I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will not be ashamed.
The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that I may know how to reply to the wearied he provides me 
with speech. Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple. The Lord has opened my ear.
For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away. I offered my back to those who struck me, my cheeks 
to those who tore at my beard; I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. The Lord comes to my help, so 
that I am untouched by the insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be shamed.

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 21:8-9, 17-20, 23-24
R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?
They tear holes in my hands and my feet. I can count every one of my bones. R.
They divide my clothing among them. They cast lots for my robe.

Second Reading  Philippians 2:6-11 He humbled himself to become like us and God raised him on high.
His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with God but emptied himself to assume the 
condition of a slave, and became as men are, and being as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting 
death, death on a cross. But God raised him high and gave him the name which is above all other names so that 
all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that 
every tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Gospel Acclamation Philippians 2:8-9
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! Christ became obedient for us even to death, dying on 
the cross. Therefore God raised him on high and gave him a name above all other names. Praise to you, Lord 
Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

Gospel   Matthew 26:14 - 27:66 (read from Bible, Missal or click for online text)

Communion Antiphon
Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my drinking it, your will be done.

Prayer after Communion
Nourished with these sacred gifts, we humbly beseech you, O Lord, that, just as through the death of your Son you have 
brought us to hope for what we believe, so by his Resurrection you may lead us to where you call. Through Christ our 
Lord.          © 2020, Liturgy Brisbane

https://universalis.com/Australia/20200405/mass.htm
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R emembering those who have gone before us... 

Recently Deceased:  Lady Patricia Brennan, Tony Musgrave, Nanette Shiffer, Diana Armstrong, Bob Roberts 
Anniversaries: Vlatko Zaknich, Mara Separovich, Jim Caward, Bessie and Stan Duncan, Irene Hardin 
 

L et Us Pray For... 
Recently ill:  Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Or-

landi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, 
Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, So-
phie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or 

email Lynelle@stcanice.com.au.  Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list. 

Parish Calendar  

Sun, 8th Sept Meditation Base Camp, Church, 6pm.   

Sat, 14th Sept Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Indian Bazaar, St Ignatius College, Riverview, 9am - 5pm 

Sun, 22nd Sept David’s Place 20th Anniversary Mass, 10.30am, lunch in Peace Park afterwards 

Sun, 13th Oct St Canice Feast Day Mass, Church, 10.30am 
Join us for lunch after Mass in Peace Park 

Thur, 17th Oct Kitchen Volunteers Thank-you Evening, Hall, 6.15pm 

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations 
14/15 Sep Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am 
Greeters H. Campbell  S. Barnes W. Fothergill 
Readers A. Weeks C. Coggins SVC Student 

Ministers of the 
Eucharist As available 

S. Buckingham 
B. Clulow 

M. Woodburne 
S. Woodburne 

As available 

Next Week’s Readings: 
14/15 Sept 2019 

First Reading: 
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14  

Second Reading: 
1 Timothy 1:12-17  

Gospel: 
Luke 15:1-10  

Pope Francis’ message for the Season of Creation: 1 Sep. – 4 Oct. 
"God’s gaze, at the beginning of the Bible, rests lovingly on his creation… Tragically, the human response to this 
gift has been marked by sin, selfishness and a greedy desire to possess and exploit. Egoism and self-interest 
have turned creation, a place of encounter and sharing, into an arena of competition and conflict.”  
The full text is available at the doors. 
 
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults [and others]:  It’s now that time of year when we start 
the journey of enquiry for people interested in being baptised or joining the Church or developing their faith: 
• Please ask non-Catholics you know if they have thought about becoming a Christian or a Catholic. 
• Would you like to deepen you own faith by being part of this journey? 
• Can you offer to assist people on that journey, where possible, by being willing to listen and speak simply 

about your own faith? 
To assist, or if you require further information, contact Fr Paul or the office. 

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Victims of the CoronaVirus. Susan Fitzgerald, Ted Treister, Bishop John 

Bathersby

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Those with the CoronaVirus, Robyn Bradley, Kevin Matthews, David Lynch, Gwen 

Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Jack Ryan Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, 
Anne Brennan, Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria 
Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, 
Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald 
Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor. Our RCIA candidates: Jessie & Neil.
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

  Parish Calendar
Sun 5 April Palm Sunday. Palms available from outside the Church. (End Daylight Saving)
Thu 9 April Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper online
Fri 10 April Good Friday. Follow the Stations of the Cross using your own resources 
  or those the Parish sends. Solemn ceremonies 3pm online and on TV
Sat 11 April Easter Vigil: online 
Sun 12 April Easter Sunday: online and on TV

Palm Sunday
Dominic, 47, is a father of six from Papua New Guinea. In 2016, he became involved with Caritas 
Australia’s partner, Centre of Hope who runs a safe house and family anonymous programs and turned 
a difficult life and an unhappy relationship around. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help support the Safe House project and help 
bring greater harmony to families in Papua New Guinea. 

Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting 
<www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion> or phoning 1800 024 413.

Weddings & Funerals: Please remember those who have had to cancel weddings, and families im-
pacted by restrictions on funerals. As a way of support for the families, we can list funerals here. 

PROJECT COMPASSION
DO YOU HAVE PC BOXES AND CASH TO HAND IN?

We know that many of you may not be able to hand in your PC Boxes, or cash, to parishes or schools 
at this time. Did you know that you can go online to lent.caritas.org.au and securely donate with your 
credit card? You can also send a cheque to Caritas Australia at GPO Box 9830 Sydney NSW 2001. If 
you require assistance with your PC Box or cash, or would like to donate over the phone, please call 
our friendly team on 1800 024 413. If you would like to hand in your Project Compassion box to the 
office, please contact Lynelle – <lynelle@stcanice.com.au>

  Easter and online masses
With the relaxation of laws for Churches and Easter, we hope to be able to stream Easter cere-
monies to the internet from St Canice’s. Updates will be on our pages, and our phone answering 
message. Good Friday 3pm and Sunday 10:30am at the Cathedral can be seen on Channel 7.
More generally, Mass for you at home each Sunday 6am-6:30am, Channel 10/10HD or replay.  
Daily mass from North Sydney Parish (on demand).

https://10play.com.au/mass-for-you-at-home
https://www.youtube.com/user/cathnews


A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices
Next Week’s Readings: (Easter Vigil)
11 / 12 Apr 2020

Old Testament Reading (obligatory): 
Exodus 14:15–15:1

Second Reading: 
Romans 6:3-11

Gospel: 
Matthew 28:1–10

6th theme for Plenary 2020 
Open to conversion, renewal and reform:  
Am I open to the Holy Spiriti or do I resist any 
adapting and renewing of myself and of the Church? 
What changes in ordained ministry or the role of 
the laity would help the Church better proclaim the 
gospel? Do we need a deeper common life of prayer 
and/or fellowship.

Jesuit Refugee Service  
Lenten Food Appeal

Thanks for all your support. JRS is in 
great need during this crisis.

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <www.australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>.

Canice’s Kitchen Fundraiser
Our kitchen reopened this week for take-away service only. Currently we have opened 3 days per week however 
would like to increase to 7 days per week. Many local services have closed making it difficult for those in need 
to find a meal. A huge thank you to the volunteers who have made this possible by preparing food for us. We are 
urgently seeking funds to support the roll out of our COVID-19 response plan which includes:
•   Seven day a week take-away food service with strict social distancing protocols
•   Phone call service for isolated community members needing support
•   Access to toilets & showers at our Elizabeth premises
•   Take-away toiletry and sanitary packs

Please Note!
The parish is distributing spiritual resources via email, 
Facebook, messages and post if necessary. Please let us 
know how you can reached. Perhaps on someone else’s 
behalf, you could let us know their email address.
Updates and information about online masses, 
various prayers, spiritual devotions and exercises 
that can be usefully undertaken during this time of 
epidemic are on the ‘St Canice’s Elizabeth Bay’ 
Facebook page. If online, but not on Facebook, you 
may find it useful to become a member at this time 
of added social isolation.  
<https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/>

We have set up an online fundraising page. If you 
would like to donate please go to:
<https://canices-kitchen-emergency-fund.raisely.com/>

Catholic Weekly – digital form
The Catholic Weekly is now available in a digital 
form at <www.catholicweekly.com.au> It is format-
ted identically to the print edition.

You can drop off food 
at St Canice’s: Monday 
& Wednesday, 9am – 
11am – ONLY. Please, 

not at other times.

Eternal God, to whom we turn in our distress; in 
faith we pray look with compassion on the afflicted, 
grant eternal rest to the dead, comfort to mourners, 
healing to the sick, peace to the dying, strength to 
healthcare workers, wisdom to our leaders and the 
courage to reach out to all in love, so that togeth-
er we may give glory to your holy name. Through 
Christ our Lord.         (Mass in Time of Pandemic)

https://universalis.com/Australia/20200405/mass.htm
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/themes/renewal/
https://australiancatholics.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/

