
Love: what’s the big deal?

Your friend has just fallen in love. The couple talk for hours, but when you 
try to get details of who this other person is, it’s frustrating because your 

friend hasn’t got much factual information at all!
Some people think that the opposite of love is hate. I don’t think so! You 
have to care about someone to hate them. Not having noticed they exist 
despite their being always around might be the opposite of love. Or is it 
when you know all their details, but have not taken the slightest interest in 
them?—they’re just a cipher, or a customer, or a client.
“Will you accept children lovingly from God?” Yes. “So how will you bring 
them up?” I’ll teach them to do what God wants, to be honest and so forth, 
and send them to a Catholic school. “What’s that got to do with God’s 
love—doesn’t love need a relationship first?”
Catholics are inclined to assess practice of the faith more by Church-going 
than by God-loving. It can come as a shock for some to realise that, at 
baptism, the specific demand required of parents is the readiness to teach 
their child to love God and their neighbour as Christ taught us; to go to 
Church is not demanded.
A major problem at this point is having a grip on what that love is. Love is 
love?? A friend’s new ‘love’ might not be readily linked to this stuff about a 
loving God! The obvious point—not obvious to some—is that both involve a 
relationship. But even getting a couple ‘in love’ for 5 years to describe their 
love with more than a couple of sentences can be a fruitless task.
Love is much more than just a feeling (or smell), so one tack is to get them 
reflecting on different types of love. People first experience the bond of 
family, then friendship, next erotic love, and perhaps romantic love. All these 
loves are usually part of a good marriage.
However, none of these covers the com-
mitment to knowing intimately and treasuring 
another person in spite of everything. 
Recently in France, staff of a nursing home 
closed up and bunkered down for a couple 
of months, away from their families, to 
ensure that their charges were not exposed 
to COVID-19 and die as so many did in other homes. Jesus’ word for love 
including the love from or of God was that sort of love: agapé—because it 
could encompass loving the ‘others’, even enemies. 
The obligation of parents to their baptised child does includes teaching what 
Christ taught us. And Christ taught us primarily with his body; he taught us 
how extravagant God’s love is for us, even to death on a cross. Love—any 
sort—in the end gets its challenge, not from how great might our love be, but 
from how much God loves us. Big deal?                 Paul Fyfe sj
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ThirTieTh Sunday, year a — 25 OcTOber 2020
Entrance Procession
Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face.

Collect
Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, hope and charity, and make us love what you com-
mand, so that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son…

First Reading Exodus 22:20-26 If you are harsh with the widow or the orphan, my anger will rage against you
The Lord said to Moses: “Thus shall you say to the Israelites, these are the ordinances that you shall set before them. 
“You shall not wrong or oppress a resident alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt. You shall not abuse any 
widow or orphan. If you do abuse them, when they cry out to me, I will surely heed their cry; my wrath will burn, and I 
will kill you with the sword, and your wives shall become widows and your children orphans.
“If you lend money to my people, to the poor among you, you shall not deal with them as a creditor; you shall not 
exact interest from them. If you take your neighbour’s cloak in pawn, you shall restore it before the sun goes down; for 
it may be your neighbour’s only clothing to use as cover; in what else shall that person sleep? And if your neighbour 
cries out to me, I will listen, for I am compassionate.”

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 17:2-4, 47, 51 I love you, Lord, my strength, my rock, my fortress, my saviour
R. I love you, Lord, my strength.

Second Reading  1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 You turned away from idols to serve God and await his Son
You know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us 
and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that 
you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded 
forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so 
that we have no need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome 
we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his 
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead- Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

Gospel Acclamation  John 14:23
Alleluia, alleluia! All who love me will keep my words, and my Father will love them and we will come to 
them. Alleluia!

Gospel   Matthew 22:34-40 You shall love the Lord your God and your neighbour as yourself
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, 
asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” Jesus said to him
“’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the 
greatest and first commandment. “And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the  prophets.”

Memorial Acclamation
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

Communion Antiphon
We will ring out our joy at your saving help and exult in the name of our God.
.

What’s happening?
At St Canice’s we currently have many diverse chal-
lenges or issues connected with Peace Park, David’s 
Place, Merton, Blaiket, the Kitchen, volunteers, fu-
ture building, managing significant events in COVID 
time, special care for some homeless, Parish Pastoral 
Council, building parish community—all this, on 
top of the more than usual everyday pastoral care, 
management and incoming goods, all of which keep 
our managers and priests very busy.
Governance is a big topic for the Church at present. 

This Parish had to report to the Jesuit Provincial 
about it by 9 October in light of the Plenary docu-
ment, “The Light from the Southern Cross”. I also 
wrote an extensive critique of that paper and I’m 
happy to discuss or share my thoughts with anyone 
who has perused it. 
Our special Parish focus at present is on the recent 
survey to assist the new PPC. Please assist us in that 
if you can! If you want to discuss an idea of how we 
can help parishioners better connect with each other, 
please contact Brian Anderson <ppc@stcanice.com.
au> or Lynelle. 
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 Parish Calendar
Sun   25   30th Ordinary (Online, Sat 6pm)
Wed   28 StS Simon & Jude, apostles 
Sat   31 St Alphonsus Rodriguez SJ.  
  (eve) Come in person—or Online, 6pm here 
Sun      1 All SAintS  
  Prior booking preferred! 6pm, 8:30am,10:30am.  
Sat    14 Nov 6pm, Confirmation with Bishop Terry

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Trish Fitzpatrick (wife of Kevin), Sheila Christian,  Sr Maureen O’Hal-

loran, Jan Pinkerton, Sonja Kellow; victims of COVID-19 inc. 47+ Jesuits.  
Anniversaries: Carlos Henrique Dardis, Elaine George, Bede Nichols, Maureen Fyfe.

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Those with Covid-19; Mary Woodburne (had a fall), John Harding, Paul Scharrer, 

John Hallett, Cassandra Woodburne, Maurice Heading SJ, Jillian Wells, Antonios Constantine, Alison 
Dudley, Marina Byron, Hayden Ure, Amanda Sinclair, Michael Kelly SJ, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, 
Fr Peter Maher, Wilhelmina van Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Jack 
Ryan Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siob-
han Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John 
Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn 
Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor.  
Jesuit novice on the 30-day retreat: Joel Hodge 
Confirmation: 3 young candidates and their families doing Confirmation preparation.

Available:  Australian Catholics (Spring edition: gold coin donation in SVdP box on wall welcome); 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.
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Ordinary Time…
when we live out our discerned  
Easter vocation in everyday life,  

daily putting on Christ crucified and risen.

COVID-19: Please remind yourself of the expectations listed on the sheet  
at the desks: we should (and are obliged legally) to follow our plan!

Complete an attendance form at church
Tue  27 October Mass 7am 
Wed  28  Mass 9am. 
Thu 29 Mass 9am 
Fri  30 Mass 12 noon 
Sat 31 Mass 9am.

Pray with Jesuit Mission: Joy
It has been a tough year and it still is. And so 
ever more important for us to find joy. Join 
Australian Jesuit Mission in prayer at <https://
jesuitmission.org.au/who-we-are/our-spirituality/
fse/>. Other themes too!

Spirituality news
A number have commented on how help-
ful this new newsletter is. Check it out here 
<https://jisa.org.au/2020/08/20/509/> –from 
Jesuit & Ignatian Spirituality Australia.

Fr Frank Brennan on Pope
Listen to Frank Brennan SJ’s interview re-
garding the Pope’s recent comment on civil 
unions. It starts at 39m:45s <https://www.abc.net.au/
radio/adelaide/programs/mornings/mornings/12773212>

Please respond
Dear parishoners and friends of St Canice’s the 
year is quickly drawing to a close and the sea-
son of Advent will so be upon us. Thank you 
for the feedback and suggestions you have giv-
en to me after various masses re the PPC. We 
are blessed to have so many committed parish-
ioners in our community.
Responses to our survey have been very positive 
so far. We have decided to keep the survey open 
until 31 October as some parishioners have asked 
for extra time to complete the survey. Please en-
courage your friends, neighbours and family to 
complete the survey as we are very keen to hear 
a wide variety of thought and opinion across the 
community .
If you would like to contact me directly please use 
a new Parish Pastoral Council email address—  
<ppc@stcanice.com.au>  
   Regards, Brian Anderson

Apologies if you are having trouble phoning 
us. We are still fixing bugs in the new system.

Christmas gifts from Jesuit Mission’s
Gifts for Change!  

<https://shop.jesuitmission.org.au/>
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices

The Catholic Weekly 
$2 to the StVdP box please. Also available in a digi-
tal form at <www.catholicweekly.com.au>

People still want to be Catholics
This is the time to enquire about the Catholic 
Church—no strings attached. Or to take it seriously 
again. Or you may know someone… Talk to the PP 
or them!  And how are they to hear without someone 
to proclaim him? Romans 10

Next Week’s Readings: 
31 October / 1 November – All Saints

First Reading:  Revelation 7:2-4,9-14

Second Reading:   1 John  3:1-3

Gospel:    Matthew 5:1-12

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>, 
Jesuit/Ignatian Spirituality– <https://jisa.org.au> Remember to register: online / email / phone

JRS Foodbank Appeal
JRS stocks of rice, pasta, oil, tuna, and long life milk 
are RUNNING LOW. If you can donate these items 
we have drop off spots around Sydney here. 

Face masks &c.
Our Archbishop exhorts parishioners to wear masks 
at Mass; and always to observe social distancing

Two Wolves Community Cantina
at Chippendale (Jesuit young adult ministry) is 
available for events and functions! Profits sup-
port its work, here and in the developing world.   
More info: <events@thetwowolves.com.au>.

We note with sadness that Carolina Gottardo, 
the head of JRS Australia is finishing up  

in early November. We wish her every success.

A Prayer for Renewal
Blessed are you, Father, who, in your infinite love 
sent us your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
that we may have life, and have it in abundance. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our 
Eucharistic communities. 
May they be places of encounter with the living 
Christ, centres of evangelisation and outreach to 
our community in love and mercy. 
Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant witnesses 
to the people of Sydney. 
Our Lady, Help of Christians. Pray for us!  
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangel-
is ation. Pray for us!  
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. Pray for us!

All Souls Day:  
Commemoration of the Faithful Departed

Monday week (November 2) is All Souls Day. We 
will celebrate mass at 9:00 a.m.
You are invited to add names of deceased family and 
friends to The Book of Remembrance, so that they 
might be remembered at various masses.

November Parish Business
As Lynelle, the parish manager, will be away until 
16 Nov. on well-deserved leave for 3 weeks and 
hence the PP has gained another job, please note that 
any parish admin errors or problems that affect you 
in November will not be intentional! Paul Fyfe SJ,pp. 
P.S. I have another major annual task to complete 
this month, so my availability will be very limited.

“Go Make Disciples”
Archbp. Fisher op will launch Go Make Disciples, 
an archdiocesan Mission Plan on 12 December. It 
aims to renew our parishes by developing them both 
as places of encounter with the living Christ, and as 
centres of evangelisation and outreach to our com-
munity. In preparation, please join a prayer cam-
paign from next Sunday, calling on the Holy Spirit 
to prepare our hearts and Eucharistic communities to 
receive anew the fire of God’s love, and implant the 
desire to witness ever more faithfully to Jesus Christ.  
Please say the prayer below together at the end of 
each Mass, and in your prayer groups and homes.  
This week’s Catholic Weekly has more information.
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