
International Children’s Day

This year our celebration of Children’s Day (20 November), like all such 
occasions will be coloured by events: particularly by the coronavirus! For 

most children the year has been one of frustration. They have been unable to 
go to school, have missed out on class picnics, cricket and football, dances and 
parties. Older children have lost the opportunity to prepare well for their future. 
The restrictions of CV have allowed some children to spend more time with 
their parents and have built their relationships. For other children the restrictions 
have made an already tense home situation a place of domestic violence. They 
have had to deal with violence at home and its effect on their lives. Many 
children who already struggled at school will finish the year far behind their 
peers who live in homes where there is a habit of reading and of conversation. 
Children’s Day makes us grateful for our children. It also invites us to attend 
to the difference between Australian children who are well supported and those 
who live with disadvantage. 
Stories of children suffering always move us. Stories of children abused 
physically, sexually and verbally provoke our outrage. We demand justice for the 
children and sanctions on the people who abused them. Yet when children suffer 
from neglect we usually do not hold governments to account. As a result when 
to meet the needs of impoverished children would be costly for governments, it 
ceases to be a priority. And if children behave badly, governments often yield to 
the media demand that they be locked up. They cease to be seen as children or 
even as persons, and are regarded as pests or gang members. 
In our work at Jesuit Social Services with young people who have come into 
contact with the justice system we constantly confront this double view of 
children. They are seen either as little angels or as devils, rarely as children. 
When they break the law, few people pause to ask why. Many simply condemn 
them and demand that they be punished. It is right that they be brought to 
recognise the consequences of their actions, but punishment often weakens a 
sense of responsibility.
If we do ask why children offend we often find a story of personal neglect 
and of neglect by society. They may come from a violent or chaotic home 
environment, from a region where health and other services are overstretched, 
may suffer from physical or mental illness, experience education as a place of 
failure, and have no good role models when growing up. The peers with whom 
they mix can encourage them to take risks whose consequences their brains are 
not developed enough to weigh. If they are sentenced to detention in juvenile 
justice centres, they are more likely to graduate to life in and out of adult jails 
with the personal tragedy and loss to society that this entails. To break with this 
path they need accompaniment and encouragement to find a better way, not 
punishment.
The number of children held in detention is one of the signs that tell whether a 
society takes its responsibilities to children seriously. In Australia children as 
young as ten can be treated as criminals with full responsibility for their actions. 
The recommended age is fourteen. That state and territory governments 
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should be so slow to raise the age of criminal 
responsibility testifies to a lack of care for children, 
and particularly the Indigenous children who are 
disproportionately detained.
Children’s Day is a day to celebrate the gift of our 
children and grandchildren. It is also a day to keep in 
mind children who suffer neglect at home and in our 
society.        Andrew Hamilton sj

ThirTy-Third Sunday, year a — 15 november 2020 — World day of The Poor

Entrance Procession
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer you, and 
I will lead back your captives from every place.

Collect
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting hap-
piness to serve with constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son…

First Reading	Confirmation:	Isaiah	61:1-3,	6,	8-9  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 
	 	 Sunday:	Proverbs	31:10-13,	19-20,	30-31		 Give her a share in what she has worked for
A capable wife, who can find her? She is far more precious than jewels. The heart of her husband trusts in her, 
and he will have no lack of gain. She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life. She seeks wool 
and flax, and works with willing hands. She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants 
a vineyard. She girds herself with strength, and makes her arms strong. She perceives that her merchandise is 
profitable. Her lamp does not go out at night. She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands to the 
needy. She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.
Her children rise up and call her happy; her husband too, and he praises her: “Many women have done excellently, but 
you surpass them all.” Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give 
her a share in the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the city gates.

Responsorial Psalm	 Confirmation:	Ps	104.	The verses are sung, but everyone repeats the response twice at the 
beginning then after each verse. R. Lord send forth your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth (x2). 
Sunday:	Ps	127:1-5 Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways!
R. Happy are those who fear the Lord.

Second Reading	 1	Thessalonians	5:1-6 The day of the Lord is going to come like a thief in the night
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. For 
you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is 
peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and 
there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness for that day to surprise you like a thief. You are all chil-
dren of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, 
but let us keep awake and be sober.

Gospel Acclamation	John	15:4,	5	(at	Confirmation,	say	only	the	verse;	the	Alleluias	are	sung)
Alleluia, alleluia! Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord; my branches bear much fruit. Alleluia!

Gospel	 Matthew	25:14-15,	19-21 Because you have been faithful over a few things, enter into the joy of the Lord
Jesus said to his disciples, “About the day and hour of the coming of the Son of Man. no one knows, neither the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted 
his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then 
he went away. “After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who 
had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five 
talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 
been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’”

Memorial Acclamation
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

Communion Antiphon
To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope in God the Lord.

. from p.1: Paperbacks!
If you have any paperback novels 

you don’t need, please drop them 
off at the Office. Quite a num-
ber of our Kitchen guests like to 

read and hardbacks are too heavy!



 Parish Calendar
Sun   15   33nd Sunday (Online, Sat 6pm, Confirmation). 

World Day of Poor. End of NAIDOC week.
Tue   17 Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious
Sat   21 Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
        6pm vigil—Online here 
Sun    22 Our LOrd JeSuS ChriSt, univerSaL King 
  Prior booking preferred! 6pm, 8:30am,10:30am.

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: victims of Philippines typhoons; COVID-19 inc. 47+ Jesuits.  

Anniversaries: Mario Juka, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Yvonne Nobbbs, Frances 
Amour, Mal Starkey, Geraldine Ohlsson, Rony Sosa Masias, Carlos Henrique Dardis.

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Caroline Crilly, Kathleen Doherty, Mary Woodburne, John Harding, Paul Scharrer, 

John Hallett, Cassandra Woodburne, Maurice Heading SJ, Jillian Wells, Antonios Constantine, Alison 
Dudley, Marina Byron, Hayden Ure, Amanda Sinclair, Michael Kelly SJ, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, 
Fr Peter Maher, Wilhelmina van Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Jack 
Ryan Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siob-
han Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John 
Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn 
Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor, those with 
Covid-19.  
Ordination: Eka Tanaya SJ (Richmond Vic. 14 Nov.)  
6pm Confirmation: 3 young candidates (Anastasia, Grace & Oscar).

Available:  Australian Catholics (Summer ed.: gold coin donation in SVdP box on wall welcome); 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.
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Ordinary Time…
when we live out our discerned  
Easter vocation in everyday life,  

daily putting on Christ crucified and risen.

COVID-19: Please remind yourself of the expectations listed on the sheet  
at the desks: we should (and are obliged legally) to follow our plan!

 

Complete an attendance form at church
Tue   17 November Mass 7am 
Wed   18  Mass 9am. 
Thu  19 Mass 9am 
Fri   20 Mass 12 noon 
Sat  21 Mass 9am.

Heart of Creation Reflection Day
Canisius, Pymble, Sun 29 Nov 2020, 9am–3pm. 
It will explore an Ignatian understanding of 
Creation and the sacredness of all life as gift. 
<https://jisa.org.au/retreat/heart-of-creation/>. 
Register by 20 Nov. Call 1300 examen (1300 
392 636) 
 Join Australian Jesuit Mission in prayer 
for resilience &c. at <https://jesuitmission.org.
au/who-we-are/our-spirituality/fse/>.

Madonna magazine
Pray with Madonna magazine: its daily reflec-
tions (or meditations) have been an excellent 
school of Ignatian prayer for more than 50 
years. So get a subscription online (cf. p.4) or 
at 1300 72 88 46, 9–5 M–F. This will also help 
ensure its future which is in doubt. PF.

Christmas gifts from Jesuit Mission’s
Gifts for Change!  

<https://shop.jesuitmission.org.au/>

Catholic Works Fund (CWF) Appeal
Last weekend we held the CWF Pastoral Appeal. 
Please consider donating if you haven’t already. 
Funds raised assist important works throughout the 
Archdiocese, e.g. family counselling, evangelising 
youth, seminary, outreach to Indigenous communi-
ties, Catholic deaf community, CatholicCare.
This parish’s 2020/21 levy is $11,300. Any short-
fall will have to be paid by parish funds.
Tax deductible methods of donations over $2 are:
• using your Planned Giving CWF appeal envelope
• using a CWF envelope on the pews or desks
• visit <www.ourfaithourworks.org/e-cwf/> to do-

nate by EFT or credit card. Important! nominate 
St Canice as your parish so we don’t have to pay 
that amount as well!

• ring 1800 753 959 from Mon–Fri, 8:30 am to 5 
pm. Remember to nominate the parish.
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices

People still want to be Catholics
This is the time to enquire about the Catholic 
Church—no strings attached. Or to take it seriously 
again. Or you may know someone… Talk to the PP 
or them! 

Next Week’s Readings: 
21	/	22	November	–	Christ,	Universal	King

First	Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17

Second	Reading:   1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28

Gospel:    Matthew 25:31-46

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>, 
Jesuit/Ignatian Spirituality– <jisa.org.au>
Catholic Weekly <www.catholicweekly.com.au>: for 
the printed copy, $2 to the StVdP box please. Remember to register: online / email / phone

JRS Foodbank Appeal
JRS stocks of rice, pasta, oil, tuna, and long life milk 
are RUNNING LOW. If you can donate these items 
we have drop off spots around Sydney here. 

Face masks &c.
Our Archbishop exhorts parishioners to wear masks 
at Mass; and always to observe social distancing

“Stand with Stan” (Stan Samy sj)
This 83-yr old priest was arrested in Ranchi where 
the Australian Jesuit Mission was. He is accused of 
terrorism which is absurd. Any ruckus you can cre-
ate with India is very welcome. Sign the petition! Cf. 
<jesuitmission.org.au/stand-with-stan/>

Two Wolves Community Cantina
at Chippendale (Jesuit young adult ministry): avail-
able for Christmas events and functions! Profits 
support its work, here and in the developing world.   
More info: <events@thetwowolves.com.au>.

A Prayer for Renewal
Blessed are you, Father, who, in your infinite love 
sent us your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
that we may have life, and have it in abundance. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our 
Eucharistic communities. 
May they be places of encounter with the living 
Christ, centres of evangelisation and outreach to 
our community in love and mercy. 
Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant witnesses 
to the people of Sydney. 
Our Lady, Help of Christians. Pray for us!  
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangel-
is ation. Pray for us!  
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. Pray for us!

November Remembering
You are invited to add names of deceased family and 
friends to The Book of Remembrance at the desk, so 
that they might be remembered at various masses.

Parish Business
With any luck we will return to normal on Monday.
Currently, my availability is still limited. PF

“Go Make Disciples”
Please join in saying the Prayer for Renewal at the 
end of mass and at home to call on the Holy Spirit 
for our parish and for the launch of the archdiocese’s 
Go Make Disciples Mission Plan on 12 December.

Newly-ordained Eka Tanaya SJ’s Mass of Thanks-
giving will be streamed on Australian Jesuits You-
Tube Channel  today, Sunday 15th at 9.30am from St 
Ignatius, Richmond VIC. 

World Day of the Poor…
In 2017 Pope Francis instituted it for the 33rd Sun-
day. When the Church began, Peter asked that 7 men 
‘full of the Spirit and of wisdom’ be chosen to minis-
ter to the poor. The Pope notes: “This is certainly 
one of the first signs of the entrance of the Christian 
community upon the world’s stage: the service of the 
poor.” He encourages us to “grow in the conviction 
that sharing with the poor enables us to understand 
the deepest truth of the Gospel”.

Photos: we *urgently* need to see photos 
of Peace Park taken at or before 
dedication, say 1980 - 2005? PF
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