
The jigsaw of rights
Human Rights Day (10 Dec.) is a day worth celebrating. It marks a long 

history of struggle—for the right of people without property to vote, for 
the right of women to vote, for the right of Indigenous people to vote. The 
acceptance in society of each of these rights came only after people fought for 
them. The same is true of other things that we now accept as rights. Human 
Rights Day honours the struggle of so many people who fought and often 
suffered in support of the rights of people in their society.
Human Rights Day is also a time to reflect on what makes human rights human. 
Sometimes we can see rights as exclusively human, as if only human beings 
have rights. In this view we human beings differ from animals, forests and the 
environment which have no rights. That meaning, however, is too limiting. 
When we speak of human rights we say something positive and central 
about ourselves as human beings. We say that human beings are not isolated, 
disconnected individuals who wear rights as an armour against others, but are 
persons who are defined by many interlocking relationships to other people, 
to communities and to the environment of which they are part. Human rights 
are not things that separate us from other people and our environment, but 
name what respect means for each and all involved in those relationships. To 
say we have a right is never the end of a conversation. It is the beginning of 
negotiation as we reflect together on how your rights are to be respected when 
they comes up against my rights. Arguments about rights are always most 
deeply arguments about what it means to be human. They tell us what respect 
for other people’s humanity and the world’s delicacy means.
Crises always test human rights. This year the Black Lives Matter movement 
focused attention on Indigenous people and on their right for respect, respect 
for their life, and security in their relationships with police and the justice 
system. These rights needed to be set alongside the rights of police to protect 
themselves and the right of the community to be free from fear of threat to 
their lives or property. They need to be resolved in such a way that respects the 
human dignity of all those involved. The rights of one person or group do not 
wipe out the rights of other persons and groups.
This year, too, showed how difficult it can be to respect human rights if we 
see them as belonging to individuals without considering the wider context of 
relationships, The response to the coronavirus needed to take account of the 
rights of many different groups in society—the rights to appropriate health 
care, to be kept free from the virus, to be able to work, find housing, support 
themselves through employment, to move and associate with people freely, 
and to express their moral and political views. The nature of the threat from 
the virus, however, meant that in order to respond to it effectively and so to 
protect both human life and human prosperity, the exercise of many rights 
was limited by the need for isolating. Individual human rights need to find 
expression in ways that respect the needs of all in society. 
At Jesuit Social Services we are constantly called on to defend the rights of 
young people living on the margins of society. They are often treated without 
respect. The road to respect means encouraging them to respect others and 
others to respect them.      Andy Hamilton sj
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Second Sunday of advent, year B — 6 decemBer 2020
Entrance Procession
O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save the nations, and the Lord will make the glory of his voice 
heard in the joy of your heart.

Collect
Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly undertaking hinder those who set out in haste to meet your Son, 
but may our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us admittance to his company. Who lives and reigns with you…

First Reading  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 Prepare the way for the Lord
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served 
her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall be-
come level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 
together; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, 
herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God 
comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will 
feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently 
lead the mother sheep. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 84:9-14 Surely his salvation is at hand, that his glory may dwell in our land
R. Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.

Second Reading 2 Peter 3:8-15 We wait for new heavens and a new earth
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years 
are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not 
wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the 
elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of 
holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens 
will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we 
wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are wait-
ing for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our 
Lord as salvation.

Gospel Acclamation Luke 3:4, 6
Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia!

Gospel  Mark 1:1-8 Make straight the paths of the Lord
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out 
in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,”’
John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with 
camel’s hair; with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Memorial Acclamation
Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free.

Communion Antiphon
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and behold the joy which comes to you from God.



 Parish Calendar
Sun     6   2nd Sunday of advent yrB (Online, Sat 6pm).
Mon     7 St Ambrose, bishop, doctor
Tue     8 Immaculate conceptIon of the B v m  Solemnity 
Wed     9!
Sat   12  6pm vigil—Online here 
Sun    13 3rd Sunday of advent 11:30am Pre-Christmas tea 
  Prior booking preferred! 6pm, 8:30am. (Christmas Tea fully subscribed)
Tue    15 7pm Second Rite of Reconcilation

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Cassandra Woodbourne, Heinz Reuthlinger, Patricia Ember-

son, COVID-19.  
Anniversaries: Dorothy Antico.

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Aristeo Albay, Josie Lynch, Caroline Crilly, Kathleen Doherty, Mary Woodburne, 

John Harding, Paul Scharrer, John Hallett, Maurice Heading SJ, Jillian Wells, Antonios Constantine, 
Alison Dudley, Marina Byron, Hayden Ure, Amanda Sinclair, Michael Kelly SJ, Br Terry Kavenagh 
OSB, Fr Peter Maher, Wilhelmina van Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, 
Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, 
James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda 
Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, 
Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor, those with Covid-19. 
Baptism: Sofia Villamaria, Catherine Leonard (inc. Presentation at 10:30am)
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.
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Advent…
In this new Church year we call to mind God’s  
plan to save us as we prepare for the celebrat- 
ion of the birth of his Son, Jesus, born of Mary.

COVID-19: Please remind yourself of the expectations listed on the sheet  
at the desks: we should (and are obliged legally) to follow our plan!

 

Complete an attendance form at church
Tue     8 December Mass 7am 
Wed     9  Mass 9am. 
Thu  10 Mass 9am 
Fri   11 Mass 12 noon 
Sat  12 Mass 9am.

 Join Australian Jesuit Mission in prayer 
for Hearty Laughter &c. at <https://jesuitmis-
sion.org.au/who-we-are/our-spirituality/fse/>.Madonna magazine

Pray with Madonna magazine: Get a sub-
scription online (cf. p.4) or at 1300 72 88 46, 
9–5 M–F. This will also help ensure its future 
which is in doubt.

Apologies if you are having trouble phoning 
us. We are still fixing bugs in the new system.

Christmas gifts from Jesuit Mission’s
Gifts for Change!  

<https://shop.jesuitmission.org.au/>

Dear Parishioners and…
friends of St Canice’s. Thank you for contrib-
uting to our recent PPC survey. It is clear from 
the survey that we have many blessings in our 
parish. Some interim findings from it were that 
a wide variety of parishioners want to see more 
social gatherings and spirituality opportunities 
made available. Our response to this will be 
conveyed to parishioners in the next few weeks.
If you have any questions in the meantime 
please email the Parish Council using this 
email address. <ppc@stcanice.com.au>  
         Brian Anderson

Advent Reconciliation
Advent is an appropriate time, as a Church, 
as a country, and as humans on this God-giv-
en earth, to together seek God’s tender love 
and mercy through the communal celebra-
tion of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(2nd rite): Tuesday, 15 Dec, 7pm

Silent Ignatian retreats
At Canisius, Pymble, a 4- or 8-day retreat be-
gins on 16 January. See <jisa.org.au> or ring 
1300 EXAMEN (1300-392-636)
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices
Next Week’s Readings: 

12 / 13 December – Advent 3 – Year B

First Reading:  Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11

Second Reading:   1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Gospel:    John 1:6-8,19-28

This new liturgical Year features Mark’s Gospel.

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>, 
Jesuit/Ignatian Spirituality– <jisa.org.au>
Catholic Weekly <www.catholicweekly.com.au>: for 
the printed copy, $2 to the StVdP box please.

Remember to register: online / email / phone

JRS Foodbank Appeal
JRS stocks of rice, pasta, oil, tuna, and long life milk 
are RUNNING LOW. If you can donate these items 
we have drop off spots around Sydney here. 

Singing & face masks
Parishioners properly wearing a face mask are now 
permitted to sing.

A Prayer for Renewal
Blessed are you, Father, who, in your infinite love 
sent us your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
that we may have life, and have it in abundance. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our 
Eucharistic communities. 
May they be places of encounter with the living 
Christ, centres of evangelisation and outreach to 
our community in love and mercy. 
Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant witnesses 
to the people of Sydney. 
Our Lady, Help of Christians. Pray for us!  
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangel-
is ation. Pray for us!  
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. Pray for us!

The Archdiocese’s Go Make Disciples  
Mission Plan launches on 12 December.

Christmas mass registration
Thu 24th — 5pm (children’s), 7pm, 10pm 
Fri 25th  — 8am,  9:30am and  11am. 
Each individual must be registered and arrive 
at least 10 minutes early. 
Registration opens on Monday 7th December.   
Those who get our regular Mass registration 
email will receive notification via email. Other-
wise follow the link to register:  
<https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/st-can-
ice-christmas-masses-tickets-131272127467>

Joyful Sunday Celebration
Morning Tea is full – unfortunately we can take 
no more registrations. Next week’s Mass regis-
tration email will only be for Sat 6pm and Sun 
8.30am.  Please note you must register for these 
Masses if you haven’t already registered for the 
10.30am Mass. Frank Brennan will be the hom-
ilist.

Kitchen Christmas Hamper Appeal 
Give now!

The week before Christmas we distribute Christmas 
hampers to our kitchen guests. This year we are 
asking for specific items as we already have some 
donations from our local community and businesses.  
Items Needed for our Hampers are as follows:
• chips/Doritos or similar (share packs or  

individual packets)
• bags of mixed lollies: e.g. snakes, party mix etc.
• cans of soft drink
   NB: No chocolates! – lots donated in recent months.
Please leave in the baskets at the back of the church.

Thank you as always for your generosity.  
Our kitchen guests really appreciate  

the gift of community spirit that we provide 
throughout the year and at Christmas. 

******************************************

******************************************

JRS Westmead is moving to…
10 Victoria Road, Parramatta NSW 2150 (7 Dec.) 
Its website has changed to <aus.jrs.net>
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