
The month of March belongs to 
the little nation of El Salvador 

when we remember the deaths of 
the Salvadorean martyrs, St Oscar 
Romero and Rutilio Grande. For 
the 24th, too, the United Nations 
dedicated an International Day to the 
memory of Archbishop Romero.
The lives of Grande and Romero also bear reflection in faith-based 
organisations, such as Jesuit Social Services, which work with people who 
suffer from disadvantage. These men display the best of the tradition they 
inherit. Their journey took them from conventional ministry within the 
parish structures of the Catholic Church to accompany the poorest and most 
exploited of their people. That movement involved overcoming self-doubt and 
hesitation. In that, they represented the best of the tradition inherited by faith-
based organisations and also the challenge posed by that tradition to all who 
inherit it, whether religious or not, to be courageous and attentive to the world 
of the people they serve. For both, that path eventually led to their deaths. 
Both men were acquainted with poverty: Romero’s father was a carpenter; 
Grande was orphaned early in life. The Catholic Church was sewn into their 
lives and world. Public holidays were religious feasts, and in towns the church 
shared the square with the local government office, the police station and the 
army barracks. Each place had its own sphere of responsibility, the church 
for the faith and spiritual life of the people. Both men took that responsibility 
seriously—Romero studied in Rome, writing on a Spanish spiritual writer—
and were for a time engaged in forming future priests. They met in a seminary 
and formed a friendship there. Grande struggled with mental illness that left 
him full of self-doubt. Romero became a bishop and Grande a Jesuit priest.
Their paths changed when they began to attend to the lives of people who were 
disadvantaged. Grande was inspired by the Vatican Council vision of a church 
in which lay people took responsibility. This brought priests out of the town 
square and into the homes and living conditions of the poor. As they reflected 
together on the Gospel, they began to see how unjust were the conditions 
under which they worked. Grande accompanied the poor coffee workers of his 
church on this path. It led to reprisals and killings, and eventually to his own 
murder and two of his congregation. 
Romero, who had hitherto sought to be a unifying figure in a divided nation, 
was moved by Grande’s death to denounce the killing of the poor and to 
stand with them in their cry for justice. He called the army and government to 
account. The United Nations Day honours him for disclosing the truth about 
human rights violations. He in turn was shot during a church service, falling to 
the ground appropriately on the people’s side of the altar. 
That depth of commitment to people who are disadvantaged, the steadfastness 
in companioning them, and that courage represent the best of the tradition that 
Rutilio Grande and Oscar Romero inherited, and the challenge they leave to 
us. It is to build communities of justice that are courageous, hospitable and 
discerning in their inner life and in their response to governments. A Hamilton sj
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Masses
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Sat 6pm, Sun 8:30am 10:30am.
Online: Sat 6pm Zoom Meeting ID: 893 

9545 6461 Passcode: 990013 

Weddings, Funerals – for ≤100 people
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Reconciliation
By arrangement

Viaticum (Last Rites) & Anointing
As requested - contact the Parish Office or 
0427 566 324 after hours.

Healing Mass
Cancelled

Baptism, Child Sacraments & RCIA
Contact Parish Office Tel: 9358 5229

Receive the bulletin by 

email! Then just click links to 

quickly see a webpage or send 

email. Many links are not 

  obvious…  

Use 

our QR code to 

enter mass! 
Face masks are

  

recommended when  

atte
nding worship.

We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.
Catholic Parish of St Canice

March 12: Death of Rutilio Grande
March 24: Feast of St. Oscar Romero
March 24: International Day for the 
Right to the Truth Concerning Gross 
Human Rights Violations and for the 
Dignity of Victims
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Third Sunday of LenT, rcia year a – 7 March 2021
Entrance Procession
My eyes are always on the Lord, for he rescues my feet from the snare. Turn to me and have mercy on me, for I 
am alone and poor.

Collect
O God, author of every mercy and of all goodness, who in fasting, prayer and almsgiving have shown us 
a remedy for sin, look graciously on this confession of our lowliness, that we, who are bowed down by 
our conscience, may always be lifted up by your mercy. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son…

First Reading  Exodus 17:3-7 (Yr A) Give us water to drink
In the wilderness the people thirsted for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why 
did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried 
out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said 
to Moses “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand 
the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at 
Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the 
sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarrelled 
and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

Responsorial Psalm Ps 95:1-2, 6-9 ( Yr A) O that today you would listen to his voice!
R. If today you hear God’s voice, harden not your hearts. R.

Second Reading Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 The love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given 
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And 
hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that 
has been given to us. For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely 
will anyone die for a righteous person, though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 
But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.

Gospel Acclamation  cf John 4:42,15 (Yr A)
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! Lord, you are truly the Saviour of 
the world; give me living water, that I may never thirst again. Glory to you, Word 
of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel  John 4:5-15, 19-26, 39-42 (Yr A) [too long to print] 
   The water that I shall give will turn into a spring of eternal life

Memorial Acclamation
Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free.

Communion Antiphon
For anyone who drinks it, says the Lord, the water I shall give will become in her a spring welling up to eternal life.

 

Lent: a time of preparation for Easter:  
marked by greater mercy,  

kindness and giving material help,  
by increased prayer, and by fasting, 

self-denial and other penance.

An evening of music
Presented by Alex 
Chervonsky, Lyn 
Chong, Jane Grimm, 
Tassia Kolesnikow
Tue. 9th March 7-8 PM
St Canice Church. 
Entry by donation

Proceeds to charitable outreach of St Canice’s.

your interest, or email Emma at <parish@stcanices.
com.au> Otherwise, you could leave contact details 
on the sheet in the sacristy.

If you are willing to be actively involved in the Easter 
services or assist in decorating the Church, we will 
send out an email via mailchimp for you to register 

Consider helping at Easter



 Parish Calendar
Sun   7   3rd Lent  (on Zoom, Sat 6pm).
Fri  12 6pm Stations of the Cross 
Sat 13 6pm vigil—live Zoom/ recorded 
Sun  14 4th Lent (Laetare)  –  RCIA (Second Scrutiny). 
  QR Code entry preferred! 6pm, 8:30am, 10:30am. 
  • 9:30am Lector training.

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Kevin John Woodrow, John Vella, Eva Beck, Marie Jasintha, 

Dr Romaine Fernando, Lilian del Rosario Cebedo, COVID-19 victims. Anniversaries:  
Chris Gration, Daniel Luiz

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Vance Velasco, Aristeo Albay, Caroline Crilly, Kathleen Doherty, Mary Woodburne, 

John Harding, Paul Scharrer, Maurice Heading SJ, Jillian Wells, Alison Dudley, Marina Byron, Aman-
da Sinclair, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, Fr Peter Maher, Wilhelmina van Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, 
Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Michael 
Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive 
Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar 
Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica 
Rainbird, Joan Agbor, those with Covid-19.  Elect: Amanda Or. Wedding: Burraston – Fernandez.
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

Parish of St C
anice - Elizabeth B

ay

COVID-19: Please remind yourself of the expectations listed on the sheet  
at the desks: we should (and are obliged legally) to follow our plan!

 

QR Code or give name at church
Tue   9 March Mass 7am 
Wed 10  Mass 9am 
Thu  11 Mass 9am   
Fri   12 Mass 12 noon
Sat  13 Mass 9am

Rules for mass @ 27 Feb are unchanged!

Other Lenten Resources
Bill Barry SJ’s Lenten meditations provide 
brief help every day through Lent. Copies 
available soon $5. (office)
Receive the Grace to Go Make Disciples: A 
Lenten Companion. Booklets in Church. Or 
download at <www.gomakedisciples.org.au>
#400Minutes4Refugees: A Lenten Chal-
lenge. Info here or on the Church desks. Or 
sign-up with JRS <anne.nesbitt@jrs.org.au>

New Date: St Canice Women’s High Tea 
– Saturday 1st May, 3pm – 5pm

Join us in the parish hall for high tea and hear 
the inspirational stories of women.  Further 
details to be provided in the coming weeks.

Parish Pastoral Council Events
Spirituality Talk: The Ignatian Examen – 

Wednesday 17th March @ 7pm
Learn how to take up the practice of reflecting on 
your day, its gifts and graces, and the progress you 
are making in life with Christ.  Fr Ramesh Rich-
ards SJ – will lead the session.  Ramesh Richards 
SJ was one of three Australian Jesuits ordained as 
deacons in Boston on 15 September 2018. Ramesh 
was born in Malaysia, and moved to Australia in 
2005 to study architecture at Melbourne Universi-
ty. He joined the Jesuits in 2010, and is currently 
rector of the Cardoner Project.

Personal Prayer/Adoration –  
Wednesday 24 March @ 6.30pm  - 7.30pm

Take time out to spend some quiet time in per-
sonal prayer and practice what was learnt in Fr 
Ramesh’s talk on the examen.  Join us at anytime 
between 6.30pm – 7.30pm

Are you interested in Social Gatherings?
Last year’s survey results showed that many 
people wanted more social interaction with other 
parishioners.  If you would be interested in join-
ing a small group of people for a social gathering 
please email the PPC at <ppc@stcanice.com.au>  
A member of the PPC will be in contact with you 
over the next few weeks to chat further.

More Lenten Activities
Every Sunday: Sun 7th after 10.30am Mass: 
“Comfort” Lenten Group led by Fr Gaetan. 
Sun 14th after 10:30am mass.
Every Friday 6pm:  Stations of the Cross 
with Fr Gaetan
31 March 6.30pm: 2nd rite Reconciliation
Daily mass (except Monday)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89395456461?pwd=Mjh0NU5pTTBUdWF0NWh2d2lGS0Zrdz09
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https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/A4-Square-Lenten-Resource-Web.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdF7zfPOn8fAJtjWeMLAUKPOcTfAW_Fr4_4tT9yEg7CglAeXQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628
mailto:anne.nesbitt%40jrs.org.au?subject=Signing%20up%20for%20400%20minutes%204%20refugees
mailto:ppc%40stcanice.com.au?subject=I%27m%20interested%20in%20social%20gatherings
mailto:ppc%40stcanice.com.au?subject=I%27m%20interested%20in%20social%20gatherings
mailto:ppc%40stcanice.com.au?subject=I%27m%20interested%20in%20social%20gatherings
mailto:ppc%40stcanice.com.au?subject=I%27m%20interested%20in%20social%20gatherings
mailto:ppc%40stcanice.com.au?subject=I%27m%20interested%20in%20social%20gatherings


A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices
Next Week’s Readings: 

13 / 14 March – Lent 4

First Reading:   2 Chronicles 36:14-23

Second Reading:  Ephesians 2:4-10

Gospel:   John 3:14-21

        Or: Year A readings for RCIA.

Get it direct! News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>, 
Jesuit/Ignatian Spirituality– <jisa.org.au> NEW Feb. 
Pope’s Intenion Video–<thepopevideo.org/>,
Catholic Weekly <www.catholicweekly.com.au>: for 
the printed copy, $2 to the StVdP box please.

JRS Foodbank Appeal
Please donate. See the notices posted under the 
Cross for weekly details! or here https://aus.jrs.net/ 
Week 3 Cooking oil (750ml/1L or 2L bottles)
Week 4 Canned tomatoesl. Baskets under the cross.  
Deliver here to the Church or 9-11am Mon. & Wed. 
For more collections options, see the notices.

‘Live’ masses
We stream 6pm mass on Zoom (click/ see front page 
left for details). Videos afterwards on our Facebook 
page here <facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/videos>

Project Compassion: Week 3 
22-year-old Oliva lives in Tanzania with her farmer 
husband, two young sons and adopted niece and 
nephew. Having missed school as a child, she was 
embarrassed that she couldn’t read, write or count. 
Around 25% of Tanzanian girls and women can’t 
read or write; many families struggle to afford 
school fees or uniforms. As an adult, Oliva ran a 
kiosk and worked on a farm – but her business was 
losing money because she couldn’t add up.
So Oliva enrolled in Caritas Australia-supported lit-
eracy and numeracy classes. She also set up a room 

at home to teach her 
neighbours, for free, 
because they were 
too shy to attend.
Oliva has now grad-
uated, as have some 
of her students. 
Attendance at her 
classes is growing, 
her kiosk is thriving 
and she can help 
her children with 

homework. She aims to become a pastor and run for 
leadership in the local election. Oliva aspires to “Be 
More’ and help her community. “I am proud to be 
a teacher who helps others to achieve their dream”, 
Oliva’s story here  https://youtu.be/gENizPmzsEM

Have you got your ProjComp box or envelopes?

Registering for Mass
Enter mass now by QR code! Simply show your tick 
to the greeter. Or register to the greeter with name & 
phone number. No registration by our internet.Join the Vinnies

SVDP Conference members are needed. You can 
become part of the St Canice branch via St Mary’s 
Cathedral group. If you are interested or just want to 
learn more, please contact <cathedral.conference@
vinnies.org.au>.

Proj. Comp. – Virtual Immersions
Weekly in Lent, Caritas has Virtual Immersion op-
portunities via Zoom. These help participants focus 
on prayer and reflection, Catholic social teaching + 
an interview and Q&A with Caritas staff.  
Sessions: Tuesdays and Thursdays for one hour. 
Register at <lent.caritas.org.au>

Lectors wanted
Are you interested in being a lector at St Canice?
If yes – please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office.  
We are conducting a training session for lectors – 
new and old – next Sunday 14 March, between the 
Sunday masses 9:30–10:15am, with new emphases. 
Further options are likely to be offered
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89395456461?pwd=Mjh0NU5pTTBUdWF0NWh2d2lGS0Zrdz09
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/videos
https://youtu.be/gENizPmzsEM
http://lent.caritas.org.au/virtualimmersions
http://lent.caritas.org.au/virtualimmersions
http://lent.caritas.org.au/virtualimmersions
http://lent.caritas.org.au/virtualimmersions
http://lent.caritas.org.au/virtualimmersions
http://lent.caritas.org.au/virtualimmersions

