
Hedging your best

Pope Francis’ Intention for May: The World of Finance —  
Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with governments 

to regulate the financial sphere and protect citizens from its dangers.
At first sight Pope Francis’ intention for May might seem unusually roundabout. 
We might expect him simply to pray that governments will sort out the world 
of finance and make it serve people. Hold a royal commission and do what it 
recommends! Instead, he prays for a conversation between those responsible for 
finance—the bankers, public servants, policy makers—to make rules that will 
protect people. That may seem to be a very cautious and slow way to proceed.
Yet in Australia we can see that it makes sense. We have had a Royal Commission 
into Banks, one part of the financial world, which disclosed massive greed, 
unethical and sometimes illegal behaviour, all designed to increase profits at 
the expense of those trusting the banks to care for their interests. The Royal 
Commission made many recommendations. The Government promised to 
accept them all but has backed off from most. Some experts in the field now 
anticipate that we shall one day need another Royal Commission to deal with 
the same behaviour. 
Perhaps the reason for the Pope’s indirect approach lies in his insight that the 
reform of the financial world, like all human reform, depends on a conversion of 
heart and mind. The root failings of banks, insurance companies, hedge funds, 
stock exchanges and other financial institutions have lain in human greed and 
not in technology. They have been dominated by a desire for individual and 
corporate profit without any consideration for the good of the whole society. 
They have particularly neglected the most vulnerable people whom they have 
made victims of the financial systems they devise. 
Pope Francis, like his predecessors but often, has described how destructive 
have been the financial ideologies and assumptions guiding governments in 
recent years. He asserts that their evil lies in identifying human growth with 
economic growth, and in leaving economic growth to an unfettered market. 
Human beings are then seen simply as individuals competing for economic 
gain. Out of their participation in the market, or so it is believed, the whole of 
society will benefit. In this framework profit is seen as an untainted good; the 
sole business of governments and regulators is to allow the economy to function 
without interference. 
The consequences of this self-serving vision of society are seen not only in 
the corrosion of decency by greed, but in gross inequality of wealth—and so 
of political power—as well as the further impoverishment of countries and 
the trapping of nations and individuals in debt. Such inequality eventually 
stifles economies as the anxiety of ordinary citizens about financial survival 
paralyses economic growth. Pope Francis has pointed out also how the greed 
that is licensed by this economic ideology contributes to the despoliation of the 
environment and to global warming.
The conversion required, therefore, is to a vision of human beings as precious 
in themselves and not merely as competitive contributors to economic 
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FiFth Sunday oF EaStEr – 2 May 2021  
For those hard of hearing and without a missal, the text of the 3 readings is usually available at the front desk.

Entrance Procession
O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has worked wonders;  
in the sight of the nations he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.

Collect
Almighty ever-living God, constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery within us, that those you were pleased to 
make new in Holy Baptism may, under your protective care, bear much fruit and come to the joys of life eter-
nal. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son…

First Reading  Acts 9:26-31 He explained how the Lord appeared to Saul and spoke to him on his journey

Responsorial Psalm Ps 21:26-28, 30-32
Reader. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.
All: I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.
Right:  My vows I will pay before those who fear him.
Left:  The poor shall eat and be satisfied;
Right:  those who seek him shall praise the Lord.
Left:  May your hearts live forever. 
Right:  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
Left:  and all the families of the nations shall worship before him.
Right:  To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;
Left:  before him shall bow all who go down to the dust.
Right:   I shall live for him and posterity will serve him.
Left:  Future generations will be told about the Lord,

Right:  and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it. 
All: I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

Second Reading 1 John 3:18-24 His commandments are these: that we believe and that we love one another

Gospel Acclamation John 15:4-5
Alleluia, alleluia! Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord; my branches bear much fruit. Alleluia!

Gospel  John 15:1-8 All who live in me, and I in them, bear much fruit.

General Intercessions Christ, hear us. All: Christ, graciously hear us.

Memorial Acclamation
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

Communion Antiphon
I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord.  
Whoever remains in me, and I in them, bears fruit in plenty, alleluia.

.from p.1: 

Alleluia, alleluia!

growth. The economy is only one set of 
relationships necessary to build a healthy society. 
The alternative, built into the policies and practices of 
Jesuit Social Services, is to enact a program of social 
justice that attends to all relationships involved in 
human flourishing: personal, those between groups, 
those within institutions like schools and workplaces, 
those involved in the economy, and those with the 
environment. All these must serve the good of the 
whole society, and especially of the most vulnerable.
If Pope Francis asks for a roundabout approach to the 
economy, it is because governments, bureaucracies, 
regulators and voters must subordinate the economy 
to the human growth of all people in society, and not 
just to the wealthy. That requires a shared conversion.  
       Andrew Hamilton SJ

CWF Parish Appeal this weekend!
The next Charitable Works Fund (CWF) Par-
ish Appeal is on Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd 
May. Your generous donations help those most 
vulnerable in Sydney – single mothers facing 
homelessness, those struggling with mental 
health, our local Aboriginal communities, and 
many more.  
Our parish levy for this appeal is $11,500.  
Any shortfall in this amount is paid from parish 
funds.  Appeal envelopes are located on the pews.  
You can also make a donation and find out more 
at <www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf>  If making a 
donation online – please ensure you nominate St 
Canice as your parish so your donation is credited.
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 Parish Calendar
Sun   2 May 5th Sunday of Easter   (Zoom, 6pm Sat) 
Mon   3 St PhiliP & JameS, Apostles 
Sat   8 6pm Vigil (Zoom, copied to Facebook later)  
Sun    9  6th Easter: Mothers Day. Mass count 2

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Teresita Reyes, Patricia Hoban, Patricia Prichard, Fr Phil Crotty 

SJ, Edward Cardinal Cassidy, Eamonn ‘Ray’ Forker, Prince Philip, COVID-19 victims.  
Anniversaries: .

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Cassie Bungey, Michael Coleman, Mark Williams, Vance Velasco, Caroline Crilly, 

Kathleen Doherty, Mary Woodburne, John Harding, Paul Scharrer, Maurice Heading SJ, Jillian Wells, 
Alison Dudley, Marina Byron, Amanda Sinclair, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, Fr Peter Maher, Wilhelmi-
na van Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne 
O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia 
Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra 
Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Sous-
sa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor, those with Covid-19.   Neophyte: Amanda Or. 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

Parish of St C
anice - Elizabeth B
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COVID-19:  We can now stand and sit. Please avoid contact with the pew in front of you.

 

QR Code or give name/phone at church
Tue    4                         Mass  7am
Wed    5 Mass 9am 
Thu    6 Mass 9am
Fri    7 Mass 12noon
Sat    8 Mass 9am

Are you interested in Social Gatherings?
Last year’s survey results showed that many 
people wanted more social interaction with 
other parishioners. If you would be interested 
in joining a small group of people for a social 
gathering please email the PPC at <ppc@stca-
nice.com.au>. A member of the PPC will be in 
contact with you over the next few weeks to 
chat further.

Parish Pastoral Council Events

St Canice Women’s High Tea – 1st May 
We had a full complement for our function. 

More news of it next week. 

Easter
The most important season of the Church Year, 
50 days of rejoicing in the Resurrection, from the 
Easter Vigil until Pentecost Sunday. The Alleluias 
are sung, and the Easter Candle lit for every mass.
The Easter season is the most appropriate time 
for baptism and the sacraments of initiation,  
and for considering & deciding on our mission 
as Christ’s disciples and Church, sent out to 
proclaim the Good News.

Ignatian Spirituality 
Discernment for beginners

How to tune in to God’s voice in our daily lives 
Join Br Ian Cribb SJ as he leads us into spiritual 
discernment of our interior changes. They may 
be thoughts, imaginings, emotions, inclinations, 
desires, feelings, repulsions, and attractions. St 
Ignatius taught us how to become sensitive to 
these movements, reflect on them, and under-
stand where they come from and where they 
lead us. Discernment is an important part of mak-
ing good decisions. 

Tuesday 11 May, 7pm, St Canice Church

Save the date: Parish Forum
Sunday May 23 @ 11.30am – 12.30pm 

The PPC’s first forum is an opportunity to 
hear what has already been done for our 
parish and our plans for the future. As much 
information will be provided, we ask you to 
send any questions BEFORE the day, as the 
time available at the forum is limited. Email 
them to <ppc@stcanice.com.au>. Minutes of 
the event will be circulated afterwards.  
Please RSVP your attendance to  <lynelle@
stcanice.com.au>.
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices
Next Week’s Readings: 
9 May – 6th Sunday of Easter 

First Reading:   Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48

Second Reading:  1 John 4:7-10

Gospel:   John 17:11-19

Sunday only? News, depth, spirituality! 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au> 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au> 
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au> 
Jesuit/Ignatian Spirituality– <jisa.org.au>   
Pope’s Intention Video–<thepopevideo.org/>
Catholic Weekly <www.catholicweekly.com.au>: for 
the printed copy, $2 to the StVdP box please.

This week’s Mass count is just the number at each mass.

The Pope’s Prayer in the Year of Laudato si’
Loving God, Creator of Heaven, Earth,  

and all therein contained.
Open our minds and touch our hearts,

so that we can be part of Creation, your gift.
Be present to those in need in these difficult times,

especially the poorest and most vulnerable.
Help us to show creative solidarity
as we confront the consequences  

of the global pandemic.
Make us courageous in embracing

the changes required to seek the common good.
Now more than ever, may we all feel  
interconnected and interdependent.

Enable us to succeed in listening and responding
to the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor.
May their current sufferings become the birth-

pangs of a more fraternal and sustainable world.
We pray through Christ our Lord,

under the loving gaze of Mary Help of Christians,
Amen.

‘Live’ masses
We usually stream 6pm mass on Zoom (click or see 
left front page); videos are on Facebook <facebook.
com/StCanicesElizabethBay/videos> afterwards.

A key day for the parish
As part of the bicentenary celebration of Australian 
Catholic Education on Monday 24 May, we will 
celebrate Our Lady Help of Christians in the Lady 
Chapel of St Canice. This will include thanks for the 
3 Catholic schools of this parish and for NOSSEF, 
the school we helped found in Railaco; also for our 
Kitchen Training Program. It will mark the begin-
ning of the Ignatian Year 500, and the conclusion of 
the Special Anniversary Year of Laudato si’. “Liege man of life and limb”, Catherine Pepinster,  

The Tablet, 17/4/21, p.10.

Uncommon knowledge (HRH)

Morning Tea after Mass
We want to restart morning tea after Sunday masses, 
initially monthly at 9.20am, with the first on 16th 
May and then on the 3rd Sunday of each month. 
Parishioners are needed to set it up and be rostered. 
If enough express interest, the frequency could 
increase, and alternate after each morning mass. If 
you can help, please contact Lynelle or Emma at the 
Parish Office on 9358 5229 or  
<parish@stcanice.com.au>.  
‘Expressions of interest’ forms at the back of the 
church can be filled out and put in the collection 
baskets at Mass or emailed to the parish office.

First Holy Communion 
Preparation program starts this Sunday  

for FHC on Sun 6th June 2021@ 10.30am
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