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Welcome to our first newsletter of 2021

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St Canice's,
I am delighted to write to you as chairperson of St Canice Parish Pastoral Council (PPC). Since September last
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contains various articles on the great work that the team has led and initiated in the last few months. I hope you
will enjoy our newsletter as much as we enjoyed creating this communication.
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in the values of the
Gospel. We are very mindful of honouring the past work of the many that came before us in Elizabeth Bay and
look forward with great hope and optimism as we find new paths and opportunities.
We aim to ensure we provide many spiritual and social opportunities for our parishioners and seek new ways to
evangelise.
As a PPC, we are a cohesive group that bring various skills and talents that bless our meetings and discussions.
Below you will find biographies of the group, which I hope will give a little more information about us and the work
we do.
I look forward to seeing many of you at our parish forum on Sunday 23rd of May at 11.30 am. The forum will be
an opportunity for the PPC to share our plans with you and how you can help develop these plans.
Enjoy the read
Brian Anderson
Chairperson - S Ca
PPC
Email: ppc@stcanice.com.au

Jesuit Australian Provincial Welcoming Mass
I was delighted to attend the welcome mass for our provincial Fr Quyen Vu
SJ last month at St Francis Xavier, Lavender Bay. Fr Quyen is truly a
remarkable yet humble man. His homily centred on his experience as a
refugee during the Vietnam War. The hairs on the back of my neck stood
up as Quyen recounted his story.
As we formulate the new parish pastoral plan, the PPC will be guided by
Jesuit values and Fr Quyen is very keen to hear what is in store for St
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Our Parish Pastoral Council
See next page to read a bio of each member

Brian Anderson
PPC Chairperson

Da
OB
PPC Vice Chairperson

Barbara France
PPC Secretary

Werrdon Khoury (AKA Woody)
PPC Member

Jessica Firrell
PPC Member

Lynelle Lembryk
Parish Manager
(ex-officio PPC Member)

Pari h Pa oral Co ncil Member Profile
NAME:

BRIAN ANDERSON

RESIDES IN (Suburb)/Moved from:

Kings Cross, a real local!

TIME IN PARISH:

Over 4 years!

FAMILY COMMENTS:

I have lived in Sydney for 10 years hailing from Stirling,
Scotland. I have lived in Glasgow and London before
embarking on Sydney stay.

OCCUPATION:

Teacher

INTERESTS/HOBBIES:

Soccer, Beach, Hiking, Movies

GOALS/MOTIVATION
FOR JOINING PPC:
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that has a dynamic future. I see my role along with other PPC
members as reinvigorating parish life whilst honouring the rich
history of the parish. I want this current incarnation of the
PPC to be visible and transparent in all that we do. I am truly
blessed to be working with such a great team on the PPC.

NAME:

BARBARA FRANCE

RESIDES IN (Suburb)/Moved from:

Haberfield

TIME IN PARISH:

11 years!

FAMILY COMMENTS:

I live with my husband Malcolm and have three young adult
children, one of whom still lives with us as he finishes his
university degree. I come from a large family of 7 children and
we are all close especially as we are spread around Australia
and the world.

OCCUPATION:

Occupational Therapist

INTERESTS/HOBBIES:

Gardening, bushwalking, cooking and reading.

GOALS/MOTIVATION
FOR JOINING PPC:

Community has always been strong in my faith journey and my
earliest memories as a child are of parish and community in
Mackay. I started to attend St Canice because of the parish
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My motivation for being part of the PPC is to assist in
facilitating connection within the community, provide support
where needed, offer opportunities to provide service at any
level to the parish and community and facilitate activities to
walk with people on their faith journey.

Pari h Pa oral Co ncil Member Profile
NAME:

WERRDAN KHOURY (aka Woody)

RESIDES IN (Suburb)/Moved from:

Vaucluse

TIME IN PARISH:

3 year

FAMILY COMMENTS:

Small Catholic family
parents.

OCCUPATION:

Lawyer

INTERESTS/HOBBIES:

Dancing, theatre and poetry

GOALS/MOTIVATION
FOR JOINING PPC:

Engage the youth

NAME:

JESSICA PETERS

RESIDES IN (Suburb)/Moved from:

Woolloomooloo

TIME IN PARISH:

My husband (then fiancé) and I first came to St Canice 3 years
ago. After attending mass & feeling so connected I decided to
complete my RCIA. My husband and I also completed our premarriage preparation under the guidance of Fr. Paul and are
very newly married!

FAMILY COMMENTS:

Husband Neil & baby on the way!

OCCUPATION:

Account Management & Coach

INTERESTS/HOBBIES:

Health and Fitness, Personal Development, Relationship
Building, Travelling & Culture

GOALS/MOTIVATION
FOR JOINING PPC:

After completing my RCIA with Fr. Paul I felt really excited at
the opportunity to join the PPC. The inclusive culture of St
Canice Parish &
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want to be a part of this incredible community! My goal is that
there will be other people out there who will also feel as I did!

7 brothers, 2 sisters and 2 beautiful

recently moved to Waterloo
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engagement so joining the PPC was such an exciting
opportunity for me! I love working alongside such like-minded
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wonderful opportunity to share ideas and work on projects that
focus on the needs of our parishioners.

Pari h Pa oral Co ncil Member Profile
NAME:

DAPHNE O BRIEN

RESIDES IN (Suburb)/Moved from:

Elizabeth Bay returning after 26 years overseas

TIME IN PARISH:

10 years

FAMILY COMMENTS:

4 adult children, 8 grandchildren

OCCUPATION:

Studied Law at Queensland University. Moved into fashion
and home retail executive management in Melbourne with
Sportsgirl and Country Road prior to taking up roles in Global
Business Development in USA, UK and Hong Kong. Head my
own business consulting for Australian and New Zealand
companies in international and domestic corporate and social
compliance, including human rights, modern slavery, living
wages

INTERESTS/HOBBIES:

Volunteering S .Ca
K
Support, walking for exercise

GOALS/MOTIVATION
FOR JOINING PPC:

Help to build communication, transparency, spirituality and
social outreach within the parish via inclusive new and
previously-enjoyed activities across all age groups

NAME:

LYNELLE LEMBRYK

RESIDES IN (Suburb)/Moved from:

Riverwood

TIME IN PARISH:

5 years

FAMILY COMMENTS:

2 Children Jessika & Danny (jnr), husband Danny and a
beautiful extended family.

OCCUPATION:

Parish Manager. After leaving a corporate environment have
worked in various parishes for 17 years.

INTERESTS/HOBBIES:

People, health and fitness, brush lettering, reading.

GOALS/MOTIVATION
FOR JOINING PPC:

Help build a parish community where people can find a sense
of connection and deepen their spirituality.
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The last 12 months
The Challenge: 2020 who could have imagined the year that we have had, one that most of us have never
experienced before! So, in reflecting on our Parish over the past 12 months, we can accept and learn from the
challenges and difficulties that we all faced and embrace the number of positive and even inspiring encounters
arising from the enforced changes due to COVID-19.
Survey: The lockdowns and restrictions did give us time to hit the pause button and reflect on the current and
future needs of our parish. The PPC issued a survey where feedback was sought from parishioners about what
people felt they needed from St Canice's. The main areas were:
Spirituality opportunities/education
Social connection
Better communication.
Achievements: Over the past 6 months, the PPC has worked to address the needs of the parish and provided
opportunities for social connection, communication with members of the PPC and spirituality. On the 13th
December 2020, we seized the opportunity to gather after a long period of isolation and held the Joyful Sunday
Mass and lunch. This was the first opportunity we had to gather as a parish since March.
Future: The start of 2021 has seen the opportunities to continue parish gatherings, encourage conversation with
PPC members and provide opportunities for prayer and spirituality. A snapshot of these are provided below.
Lynelle Lembryk
Parish Manager
lynelle@stcanice.com.au

Prayer and Spirituality
Fr Ramesh Richards SJ : Introduction to the Prayer - The Examen
17th March 2021

On a rainy Autumn night in Sydney on Wednesday 17th of March, we
were blessed as a parish community to participate in a beautiful
spirituality session led by Fr Ramesh Richards SJ.
Fr Ramesh led the 22 participants in learning more about the Examen
prayer, which, as many of you know, is the cornerstone of Jesuit
spirituality.
The session was very inspiring and many parishioners who attended
a
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a . Many of those who attended felt a sense of calm and gratitude
at the conclusion of the session. We are very fortunate to be part of
a Jesuit parish that can provide so many beginning and renewal
spiritual opportunities!

PRAY THE DAILY EXAMEN
1. RECALL YOU ARE IN GOD S PRESENCE
2. GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR THE DAY S GIFTS
3. REVIEW YOUR DAY FROM START TO FINISH
4. EXPRESS SORROW FOR SINS OR REGRETS
5. ASK FOR GOD S GRACE FOR TOMORROW

Adoration & Personal Reflection
24th March 2021
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time in many a year. It truly was a Holy Hour of Power and provided a beautiful space for meditation and prayer
for our community. The church was adorned with hundreds of candles. The Eucharist was set up on the high
altar. The church has rarely looked so beautiful. Fr Gaetan led the Adoration prayers and provided meditative
music. We welcomed passers-by who heard the music and saw an open door. Those attending were touched by
the Spirit and felt an intimate connection with Christ. We are looking forward to hosting many more.

Br Ian Cribb SJ: Discussion on Discernment
11th May 2021
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https://fb.watch/5v3TgpNdSS/

Connecting with Parishioners
Meet the PPC

21st February & 15th May 2021

Our PPC members have been parishioners at St Canice's for between 3 and 11 years. Being new in the role
they thought it would be good to provide opportunities for parishioners - old and new - to meet them and provide
feedback and/or ideas.
The PPC hosted 2 gatherings - 1 for the Sunday mass-goers and the other for the Saturday evening massgoers. There was a good turnout at both gatherings where parishioners where able to have an informal chat over
a coffee, meet the members and learn more about what the PPC would like to achieve over the next 12 months.
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an evening of music

9 March 2021
th

A Baroque Music Recital was held in
the church. The recital was
presented by Alex Chervonsky,
Lyn Chong, Jane Grimm, Tassia
Kolesnikow - all members of an
amateur music group. We hope to
host more music recitals over the
coming months.

High Tea

1st May 2021

On 1st May more than 80 people gathered for the
W
H
T a. The aim of the occasion was to
bring women together to
a
company and to listen to some interesting and
inspiring speakers. We were delighted to also
welcome some of the men from the parish.
Our invited speakers were Margaret Spencer,
parishioner and Social Worker, and Jenny Stanger,
Executive Manager of the Anti-Slavery Taskforce,
Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney & Australian
Catholic Anti-Slavery Network.
Marg spoke about working in the Cross in the
1980s and 1990s with poor and disadvantaged
people, many located in boarding houses, women
with young children, migrants and the lonely with
no family. Through her stories, we gained a vivid
picture of life in the Cross at a time of social
change when developers were taking an unhealthy
interest in the area and with the devastating onset
of HIV/Aids. Her capacity to reveal the human face
of a much-maligned area was most definitely food
for thought.

Marg also took the opportunity to talk about the
work of St Canice today in the local community.
J
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commitment to supporting and advocating for
victims of modern slavery and human trafficking
through her work firstly in the US and then in
Australia. She gave alarming statistics about the
numbers of those in modern slavery in Australia
(15 000) and outlined the success of introducing
The Australian Modern Slavery Act. Jenny
challenged us to do our bit in choices we make
such as considering where our food comes from
and how is it produced. The overwhelming
message was that we all have a role to play in
abolishing modern slavery and human trafficking.
The number of questions from the floor and the
buzz in the room following the speeches was
evidence of the conversations that these two
speakers generated. We hope to bring more
events like this to the parish to enrich our lives and
encourage action by us in many small ways for the
greater good.

Social Gatherings
1st May 2021

On the 19th May a group of 15 'younger' parishioners
gathered at Melo's Italian Restaurant to share a
meal. The main purpose of this gathering was to meet
similar aged parishioners who could discuss ideas for
future gatherings, involvement in the church or issues
concerning church, theology, local matters etc. in an
informal setting.
There are already some parishioners who meet
informally after weekend Masses for a cuppa and a
chat and enjoy the opportunity this provides for open,
informal discussion. If you would like to be involved in
this please contact the PPC at email
ppc@stcanice.com.au

Would you like to hear
about future gatherings?
If you are interested in coming along to any
social gatherings please let us know.
Everyone is welcome.
Simply send an email with your details to
ppc@stcanice.com.au

Liturgy
Initiation of Adults (RCIA Program)
Welcoming adults into the church

Fr Paul and Amanda Or have been meeting, usually with a sponsor and/or support person, on a regular basis
as she prepared to be baptised and fully initiated through the RCIA program. At the Easter Vigil Ceremonies
Amanda became a full member of our community. Afterwards parishioners gathered in the hall to celebrate this
special occasion.

Easter Services
2021

A massive thank you to everyone who participated in this a Easter Services whether through serving,
reading, music, greeting or any other role. A particular note of thanks to those people who led us in the Good
Friday reflection at the 3pm Service. There was much preparation involved behind the scenes and we
appreciated the time given by everyone involved. A lot of positive feedback was received. Thank you to the
following parishioners: Shenagh Barnes, Judith Best, Marina Byron, Matt, Susanna & Peter Gordon, John
Izzo, Julian Millar, Marty Pall, Sue Wittenoom.
Thank you also to our newest staff member Emma Gilchrist for organising the Easter Services this year. Her
bright smile and willingness to take on all tasks was very much appreciated.

Good Friday

Walk of the Cross

Good Friday 3pm Service
2021 Holy Week services were indeed different as we were slowly emerging from the pandemic. The Good
Friday celebration of the passion narrative brought together some reflection on the pain and loss that surrounded
us as believers in a wounded church.
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: Judas, Pilate, Peter, Mary, Caiphas, the Women
of Jerusalem, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus was reflected in his or her personal encounter with Jesus. In
short it was a contemplative appre a
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to another.
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In an incredible effort by staff and volunteers, our kitchen closed for only 2 weeks at the beginning of the COVID
lockdown period and remained opened serving meals to an increasing number of people throughout the
remaining months. The gratitude of those we served was heartfelt as a meal and a cup of coffee became difficult
to find due to many service closures. An update from Carrie Deane our Community Manager about what has
been happening in the kitchen can be heard by entering the following link into your browser:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u9CRSjqMG7QNjbrFiwig0sb4fe2oiBjJ/view?ts=60a2f3a4
An opportunity to visit our kitchen and hear more about new initiatives and how we continued to serve our local
community will be provided over the coming months.

Parish Finances

July 1 2020

April 30 2021 (9 month period)

For a small parish, St Canice sustains a lot of activity. This embraces support for those marginalised or living on
the streets locally, for Jesuit Mission and its projects in Railaco East Timor, for Archdiocesan appeals and others
requiring assistance. Our outreach continued during 2020 throughout the COVID period.
The COVID restrictions provided a number of challenges to the parish including loss of income as a result of
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Jobkeeper scheme and COVID grants. This financial assistance enabled us to continue employing our staff both parish and kitchen.
Just as important during this time has been the continued financial support of parishioners which has been
invaluable in continuing all operational aspects of both the parish and kitchen.

General Comments

See graphs on next page

St Canice Parish has shown a surplus of $61320 over the 9 month period from July 20 to April 21.
It is forecast that the end of financial year surplus be less than this due to the following:
o Jobkeeper assistance ceased at the end of March
o High expenditure on property repairs and maintenance
o CWF appeals levy is no longer waived by the Archdiocese
o Once music is rea Ma
a
.

Property
Merton units: The rent f
a
a
a
. F
from people in need for unit are received. There has been a turnover of tenants with units being repainted and
repairs completed prior to new tenant moving in.
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Blaiket House. Cost of removal of demountable is covered by the Archdiocese of Sydney.
Blaiket House. The ground floor is now being used as community space for parish meetings, sacramental and
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kitchen community/office space and a sorting space for donations of clothing/bric a brac etc. Costs of ground
floor refurbishment and new roof is being covered by the Archdiocese of Sydney. The refurbishment of the 1st
floor costs are covered by both the parish and the kitchen and in kind donations of furniture and other items.
Hall: The hall annex is used regularly by community groups such as Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics
Anonymous etc. Currently we have 8 active community groups that meet on a weekly basis. Each group pays a
small amount for use of the space.
JRS Office Space: JRS a
of rent for use of the space.

a

ab

Ca

K

. JRS a a

b

a

Columbarium: Costs associated with the restoration of the columbarium were paid by a generous benefactor.
Church Roof: The kitchen side of the church roof will be replaced within the next 12 months. The cost of
replacing the roof will be approximately $180000. The welsh slate required is difficult to source and will need to
be imported.

All Donations given
directly to the kitchen
support operational
costs of the kitchen

Planned
Giving/Donations
received by the parish
NOT requiring a taxdeductible receipt are
retained by the parish
and supports the parish
operational costs such
as property maintenance
& utilities, liturgical costs
, mass musicians, parish
staff, phone, computer,
parish events etc

Planned
Giving/Donations
received by the parish
requiring a taxdeductible receipt
support the operational
costs of the kitchen.

(EXPENSE)
DONATIONS TO
KITCHEN

and

A Note re
(INCOME)
PLANNED
GIVING

