
Homily by David Braithwaite SJ – Feast of the Sacred Heart. The Love of God 
 
Pope Francis in an early interview with a journalist Austin Ivereigh the guy who ended up 
writing a few books about him, the first question is ‘who is Jorge Bergoglio?’ There's a long 
pause and the pope says, ‘a sinner but a loved sinner’ or words of that effect. Being a loved 
sinner is the core of his discipleship as it is for all of us.  
 
I don't have to wait until I've got it all together. And then i can be a good Christian, or then 
God will love me. Then I'm good enough to go and receive communion. 
 
We're all broken. We're all in need of god's loving merciful touch. Everyone you bump into 
in the street, on the train, at the café. Everyone needs that love of god to reach into the 
depths of their being and heal them. That’s the truth. But we carry on. We get distracted. 
We're busy. We forget. We get angry at people. We judge them. Ee judge ourselves. 
 
How many people carry around judgment of themselves that they just can't let go of? And 
the message of Jesus Christ, ‘the compassion of the father is that you are loved and there's 
nothing you can do to gain more love. The love is perfect.’ 
 
Yes, we confess our sins we're loved sinners. Yes, i'm broken. Yes, i'm cruel. At times selfish. 
I can confess that. And there's always this ocean of mercy on offer. it's never forced on me.  
God will never force his love on me. It's a free love and i get the chance to choose. Will i say 
yes to love, or no, and often i muddle around in the middle somewhere? But this is why this 
feast (the Sacred Heart of Jesus) is so beautiful it's so enormously popular still around the 
world. 
 
The previous Jesuit general (Pedro Arrupe) would meet with Pope Francis as they did, 
and i'm told reliably that Pope Francis had this great concern that people would experience 
and know the Sacred Heart of Jesus through this devotion.  
 
it's really hard for some people, but as a priest you meet people who just can't believe that 
God really loves them, because of something they've done perhaps, or even traumas of 
childhood and things. But it's true. I always go back to the founders Peter and Paul, 
scandalous men really. Peter betrays his best friend, but betrays not just his best friend, the 
Saviour. At that moment, when he could have stood up and stood with him, but he didn't. 
But he's the first pope. He understands God's mercy because he's had delivered. And then 
Paul persecuting zealously by his own account the early Christians. They are the founders of 
our church, because they understand what it is to be a loved sinner, to receive God's mercy, 
and then be obliged to give it to others. Not obliged in the sense of some external law, but 
the law of love. 
 



I know the extent of God's love because i've begged for it out of my own sin. This is the 
Christian story.  it's a story of redemption for all of us. Maybe you haven't done anything 
terribly dramatic, but we all will have to accept that I can't save myself. Otherwise I'd be 
God. And when i experience it, then that softens and breaks up my heart, so i can have 
compassion for others, the people i bump into on the train or the café or we see in the 
street. If we could just remember today, they too need what i need. This outpouring of 
God's compassion. And then I could be gentler perhaps as I go about my business 
realising that we're all in the same boat, but we're often distracted and forget. 
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