
1/11: All Saints Day; 31/10: Martin Luther Day, Reformation Day

Many Catholics would be bemused to realise that in some Churches the 
eve of All Saints Day is celebrated as Reformation Day and is dedicated 

to Martin Luther. On 31 October 1517 the then Augustinian monk Martin 
Luther is said to have posted his theses on the Church door in Wittenberg 
in outrage at the selling of indulgences and other abuses. This was the first 
in a series of events that led to the separation between the Catholic and the 
Reformed Churches in Germany and elsewhere. At the time Catholics would 
not have imagined the possibility that Luther might Gatecrash the gathering 
of the Saints on All Saints Day! For many it would still be a stretch.
The feast of All Saints remembers Catholics who gained a reputation for 
holiness. They were recognised as worthy of reverence and people prayed 
through them to God. From the early days of Christianity the shrines of 
martyrs were places of prayer to which Catholic authorities gave importance. 
To pray through the martyrs gave power and force to Christians who were 
forced to reckon with what it might cost to follow Jesus’ path. As time went 
on a similar reverence was given to Christians who had died peacefully after 
living exceptionally devoted lives. Many Catholics saw praying to the saints 
as like a visit to the family doctor. They could have a good relationship with 
saints; praying to them helped them to think 
about their spiritual health; hearing of the 
lives of saints helped them to see what a 
healthy Christian life was like. Saints were 
like the rainbow. They refracted the light 
of Christ into the many different ways of 
following Jesus. 
Saints, too, were local. They were associated with particular villages and 
regions, like a divining rod through which God’s gifts could come, and 
approachable because they were familiar. They had known your grandparents 
and ancestors, and their relatives were still to be seen. Holiness was rooted 
in the families, in the local celebrations and in the shared life of villages, 
towns, convents and monasteries. The local saints also reminded you that 
your own dead family members were with them and could be the focus of 
your prayer. The feast of All Saints could point both to the many people 
who were recognised by the Church as saints, and also to the truth that as 
members of Christ’s people we are all holy, all saints. 
One of the temptations of honouring saints is to think that Jesus only likes 
people who are really and obviously holy—that he has special friends. In 
the Gospel he does, of course, but they were often disruptive, excluded from 
polite society, controversial and despised. He came to call public sinners, 
not the just, and he was rejected for spending time with them and including 
them among his followers. In the Gospel stories they include extortionist 
tax-collectors, invading soldiers, prostitutes, the people who denied him, ran 
away when danger came, and who persecuted his followers with a passion. 
They were the ones who came to believe in him. We know many of them as 
saints. And among the saints of our own day we also know people like them.
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Weddings, Funerals `
Contact Parish Office Tel: 9358 5229

Reconciliation
By arrangement

Viaticum (Last Rites) & Anointing
As requested - contact the Parish Office or 
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Healing Mass
tba

Baptism, Child Sacraments & RCIA
Contact Parish Office Tel: 9358 5229

* p.2

We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.
Catholic Parish of St Canice
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31st Ordinary sunday – 31 OctOber 2021 
Online, click the reading heading or reference for the Sunday text.

Entrance Procession
Forsake me not, O Lord, my God; be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O Lord, my strong salva-
tion!

Collect
Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, 
that we may hasten without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus Christ…

First Reading  Deuteronomy 6:2-6 Hear Israel, you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart

Responsorial Psalm Ps 17(18) 1-2, 3+6b, 46+50ab (R.1)
R. I love you, Lord, my strength.
I love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer.
My God, my rock in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the source of my salvation, my stronghold. R.
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, so I shall be saved from my enemies.
From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to him reached his ears. R.
The Lord lives! Blessed be my rock, and exalted be the God of my salvation,
Great triumphs he gives to his king, and shows steadfast love to his anointed. R. 

Second Reading Hebrews 7:23-28 This one, because he remains for ever, has an eternal priesthood

Gospel Acclamation John 14:23
Alleluia, alleluia! All who love me will keep my words, and 
my Father will love them and we will come to them. Alleluia!

Gospel  Mark 12:28-34   
   This is the first commandment, and the second is similar to it

General Intercessions
Lord, hear us. All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Memorial Acclamation
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrec-
tion until you come again.

Communion Antiphon
You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in your presence, O Lord.
from p.1: For many of our staff and of those with 
whom we work at Jesuit Social Services the idea 
of saints might be very strange. We include people 
from all religions and none. But all of us have been 
at times touched by the goodness and hope of the 
most unlikely people and have been inspired by our 
memories of them.
That is one reason why we might be kind to Martin 
Luther on the eve of All Souls Day, Halloween. He 
was the great disruptor, disturbed the peace of the 
Church, called out abuses, scandalised the pious, 
and divided families, towns and nations, breaking up 
Christendom. His inheritance includes the breaking 
of relationships and the birth of enmities. And yet 
he was fiercely attached to Jesus and to the life-
changing grace he brought. He believed in him. 
He also presents a facet of Jesus’ story and of the 
following of him.
Luther didn’t have much time for devotion to saints 
– he saw, unfairly I think, devotion to them as part 
of a grace machine. So it is good that he can look in 

 St Ignatius feast/Railaco: update
The appeal for Railaco, East Timor, usual-
ly held on St Ignatius Feast Day, will take 
place later in the year.

Check list: Change the URLs for the readings.  Updated Deaths etc.? 
  Check all dates (5 sets)    
  Don’t print from RGB copy!

from close by, but still from outside, at All Saints 
Day. He reminds us of the grace that God’s love is 
and of the odd forms that it can take. 
    Andrew Hamilton SJ

World Bishops Synod ‘21-’23
Launched worldwide recently by the Pope in Rome 
recently, it first seeks what experience Church 
members have of ‘synodality’. cf. p5 online.

Ignatian Youth Festival
All Things New Ignatian Gathering 2022
<https://www.facebook.com/allthingsnew2022> on 
Facebook,  @allthingsnew2022   is for young adults 
aged 18-30, at Newman College in Melbourne from 
2pm 17th to 2pm 21st January 2022. See p7.

COP-26
The Pope has had plenty to say on this. See his 
BBC Thought for the Day, and also Frank Brennan’s 
homily today online which takes it up.

https://universalis.com/Australia/20210627/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/Australia/20211031/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/Australia/20211031/mass.htm
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https://catholicoutlook.org/fr-franks-homily-31-october-2021/
https://catholicoutlook.org/fr-franks-homily-31-october-2021/


 Parish Calendar
Sun 31 31st Ordinary sunday: Mass alsO on Zoom @ 6pm Sat.  

 (Video is copied to Facebook later: not on Zoom). COP26
Mon 1 ALL SAINTS DAY: 9am mass
Tue 2 ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED (All Souls)
Thu 4 St Charles Borromeo, bishop. Anglican/rC Reconciliation Day
Fri 5 all saints & Blesseds sJ
Sat 6 6pm Vigil on Zoom. 
Sun 7  32nd sunday in Ordinary time. 

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased:  Peter Smol, Duncan Campbell, COVID-19 victims (>160 Jesuits).  

Anniversaries:  Bill Dominguez, Emile Morais.

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Fr Ludwik Ryba SJ (Melb.),‘John from Oklahoma’, Bede Nichols, Andy 

Speir, Anne Nevill, Rinku Suzana, William Fothergill, Gek Jeavons, Michael Coleman, Mark Wil-
liams, Vance Velasco, John Harding, Paul Scharrer, Maurice Heading SJ, Jillian Wells, Alison Dudley, 
Marina Byron, Amanda Sinclair, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, Fr Peter Maher, Wilhelmina van Wanrooy, 
Kevin Matthews, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen 
Latorre, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert 
Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray 
Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie 
Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor, Covid-19 victims. Neophyte: Amanda Or Alegata. 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 
or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

Parish of St C
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QR Code or  name&phone
Mon 1  Mass 9am 
Tue 2  Mass 7am
Wed 3  Mass 9am 
Thu 4  Mass 9am
Fri 5  Mass noon 
Sat 6  Mass 9am

 Planned Giving Envelopes 
Planned Giving Envelopes for the new 
financial year are available.

 Would you like to join  
our Planned Giving Program?

Email Lynelle to see how you can join 
our Planned Giving Program. 

Donations / Payments / CWF
Now you can make a payment e.g. CWF, 
Planned Giving or donation by this QR code. 
If you don’t require a tax deductible receipt 
please select General Church Donation: this 

contributes towards the 
running costs of the parish 
e.g. liturgy costs, musicians, 
church repairs, upkeep of 
grounds etc.  
To claim a tax deduction 
please select the Planned 
Giving option: these dona-
tions go directly to Canice’s 
Kitchen.

Church is open for mass
The Church is open to ALL for 
Mass. Masks are mandatory. 
Would anyone who feels they 
cannot attend with un-vaxxed 
people please contact me! We may 
hold a Mass just for vaccinated 
people; however, this would be at a 
different time to normal masses 

Paul Fyfe SJ, PP

Dear Parishioners 
I hope you are well as we emerge from lockdown and 
prepare to return to some normalcy. Over the last few 
months the Parish Pastoral Council has been busy, 
and soon we will share our 2022 Parish Pastoral 
Plan with the community. 
Much of the plan’s basis has been derived from the 
result of the parish survey sent out last month.  Many 
parishioners participated and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who took the time to 
complete the survey. We will share the result with the 
parish later this month.
Finally, on behalf of the PPC, I would like to wish 
Father Gaetan a fond farewell as he leaves us for 
pastures new. His good nature and thought provoking 
homilies will be much missed in the parish and we 
hope to farewell Gaetan properly in the new year!
Regards, Brian Anderson, Chairperson  
St Canice Parish Pastoral Council.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89395456461?pwd=Mjh0NU5pTTBUdWF0NWh2d2lGS0Zrdz09
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/
mailto:lynelle%40stcanice.com.au?subject=I%20am%20interested%20in%20joining%20Planned%20Giving
mailto:lynelle%40stcanice.com.au?subject=I%20am%20interested%20in%20joining%20Planned%20Giving


A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices
Next Week’s Readings: 

7 November – 32nd Ordinary Sunday Yr B 

First Reading:      1 Kings 17:10-16

Second Reading:  Hebrews 9:24-28

Gospel:   Mark 12:38-44

News, depth, spirituality 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au> 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au> 
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au> 
Jesuit/Ignatian Spirituality– <jisa.org.au> 
Pope’s Intention Video–<thepopevideo.org/>
Catholic Weekly <www.catholicweekly.com.au>: for 
the printed copy, $2 to the StVdP box please.

‘Live’ masses
We are continuing to zoom 6pm mass (click, or see 
our front page, left); videos only on Facebook later 
<facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/videos>.

Br Ian: Ignatian discernment
Available at <https://fb.watch/5v3TgpNdSS/>

Update: Laudato si’ & a Call to Action  
The Pope: “It is my 
hope that this Encyc-
lical Letter, which is 
now added to the body 
of the Church’s social 
teaching, can help us 
to acknowledge the 
appeal, immensity and 
urgency of the challenge 
we face.” LS15 

So far about 10 are involved. The Pope’s ‘Call to 
Action’ is a multi-year project re the parish, ecology 
and the environment. If you are interested to learn 
more and possibly join the group, please email or 
ring the PP   <parishpriest@stcanice.com.au>

Confirmation preparation
The sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated 
on 7 Dec. Children must be in Yr 5 or above, and 
have done 1st Reconciliation and Communion. 
Preparation begins next Sunday. Download 
enrolment forms at <https://www.stcanice.org.au/
confirmation-communion-and-reconciliation/>.

 

In Ordinary Time we are called to live 
out the conversion and mission  

discerned during Lent & Easter.

Fr Gaetan’s Farewell Morning Tea
Please join us Sunday for morning tea at 9:30am  
between the two Masses to farewell Fr Gaetan. 
Monday, Fr David Ryan SJ (son of Margaret) ar-
rives to replace him, with a guest for a few weeks, 
Fr Hans Hendriks, formerly of Hazaribagh.

Last Sunday was the launch,  
in every diocese around the world,  

of preparation for the Synod of Bishops,  
taking place in Rome in 2023.

The Pope has asked every diocese to contribute 
by asking all the baptised what their experience is  

of the Church working together as it is supposed to.
The Pope uses the term ‘synodality’ as a catch-all notion  

for that process of discerning together.  
And the first step is to pray!

‘Adsumus’ prayer for the beginning of a Church Synod

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
as we gather together in Your name.

With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts;

Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.

We are weak and sinful;
do not let us promote disorder.

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
nor partiality influence our actions.

Let us find in You our unity
so that we may journey together to eternal life

and not stray from the way of truth
and what is right.

All this we ask of You,
who are at work in every place and time,

in the communion of the Father and the Son,
forever and ever. Amen.

JRS needs computers/laptops
See flyer on page 6

Call out! (Trainee) catechist(s)!
Our wonderful catechist, Helen Campbell is near-
ing the end of her sterling service to the parish. We 
would love to form a small team with one or more 
persons. This would prepare children  (and parents) 
for Reconciliation, Communion and Confirmation. 
Another gap that might be filled is a lesson at the 
local primary school, currently done with Kindy.

Our RCIA program
During COVID people have thought more about re-
ligion. Someone you know may be wondering about 
becoming a Catholic. It’s a good time for enquirers! 
You may not be aware you know one…

Comment on euthanasia bill
Making a comment to the Legislative Council  
Inquiry is as easy as completing an online question-
naire <https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XRQN-
HFZ> for NSW residents by 22 Nov. You can give 
≤300 words on your reasons, then another 300 for 
comments. My comments are on page 8. PF

Remembering our deceased
You are invited to add names of deceased friends 
and relatives in the book, available in the Church. 
Mass will be offered for them during November.
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by asking all the baptised what their experience is  
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
as we gather together in Your name.

With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts;

Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.
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Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
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who are at work in every place and time,

in the communion of the Father and the Son,
forever and ever. Amen.



How you can help

Laptops up to 5 years old 
Macbooks up to 7 years old

We are able to accept:

BRIDGING THE DIGITAL DIVIDEBRIDGING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE

DURING THIS EXTENDED LOCKDOWN WE ARE SUPPORTING
REFUGEES AND PEOPLE SEEKING ASYLUM IN FINDING MEANINGFUL
WORK. 

WE ARE CURRENTLY IN NEED OF COMPUTERS TO SUPPORT THOSE
AT HOME WITH NO ACCESS TO TECHNOLOGY, LIMITING THEIR
ABILITY TO ACCESS WORK AND TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES, AND
TRUSTED RESOURCES OF INFORMATION, CONNECT WITH SERVICES
ONLINE AND KEEP IN TOUCH WITH LOVED ONES BOTH IN
AUSTRALIA AND ABROAD, AND SO MUCH MORE. 

AS WELL AS AIMING TO BRIDGE THIS DIGITAL DIVIDE, THE JRS
AUSTRALIA EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM PROVIDES TRAINING, WORK
READINESS SUPPORT, AND ACCESS TO TRAINING AND WORK
EXPERIENCE FOR REFUGEES AND PEOPLE SEEKING ASYLUM. 

We kindly ask you to wipe your machine and remove any passwords so we
can provide it to the people we are working with even faster. Please make
sure to include the charging cable and any other required accessories as
necessary for the device. 

Collection
Please post devices to:
PO Box 522
Kings Cross NSW 1340

If you like to offer training courses, employment
opportunities, or would like to speak about how you or your

organisation can assist we would love to hear from you! 

COMPUTERS FOR REFUGEES AND
PEOPLE SEEKING ASYLUM

Contact
Tamana Mirzada
Employment Program Manager
tamana.mirzada@jrs.org.au

Can't donate anything but still want to help?

To learn more about our employment work visit:
https://aus.jrs.net/en/employment-assistance/ 





What happened at the Plenary Council’s 
first Assembly? (the 2nd is July next year)
Facebook site: <https://www.facebook.com/
PlenaryCouncil>
Why not catch up on the Plenary Council which 
finished last Sunday.  
 

Various perspectives:
An ‘expert’, Frank Brennan SJ’s homily for 10/10/21, 
recalling the feast John Henry Newman.
<https://soundcloud.com/frank-brennan-6/
newmans-feast-day-2021> – and then his homily for 

Some Thoughts on Voluntary Assisted Dying  Paul Fyfe SJ, PP
The goodwill of many people putting forward this 
legislation is clear: they have compassion for those 
experiencing pain and suffering in the process of 
dying, and for their carers and relatives. This should 
not be forgotten. Indeed, some have been deeply 
scarred by the experience. For almost everyone, 
dying is not easy. But neither is it simple nor can it 
be made simple.
An elderly good Catholic and highly regarded 
former matron of a country hospital, when similar 
legislation was put forward, told me she was neutral 
about it. I detailed to her how many people need-
ed to be involved in such a dying process—then, 
something like 9—and she immediately changed her 
mind. Decisions to die are not simply personal, just 
as a decision to be un-vaccinated is not.
Yet, we have to accept, at least for a few people, that 
good palliative care cannot prevent their suffering 
towards the end of their life. So, is that not a very 
good reason for such legislation?
Unfortunately, nothing is simple, especially legislat-
ing for exceptions. And there are some very pro-
found issues about taking life that are easily glossed 
over or under-estimated. My dealing with them well 
would take much space so I can only sketch a few.
If we desire to lessen the pain of many when dying 
the first step would be to make good palliative care 
widely available. So why isn’t this happening, if 
pain and suffering is the major issue?
What is our attitude to death? As a priest who is 
trained as and has worked as a hospital chaplain, and 
who deals with many families with dying relatives 
or planning funerals, I notice that many city Austra-

lians  do not deal well with death; one tendency is to 
hide their children from it. They are shocked when I 
say that we had mum’s body at home for 5 days and 
children wrote messages on the lining. 
Over the years I have observed that seemingly pow-
erful reasons given for VAD are the distress that the 
living experience, more so than that of the dying.
Some patients want to die because family and medi-
cal staff seem to want that—talk to oncologists who 
have close relationships with their patients! 
Some next-of-kin don’t want the responsibility of 
deciding to turn off life support. 
It is not surprising that they can misinterpret some 
aspects of dying that disturb them more than they do 
the patient.
And the greed of, or massive neglect in some fami-
lies ought not to be discounted.
For those of us who have worked for years in the 
prevention of suicide, whether of the dramatic kind 
or that resulting from e.g. body-hating disorders, we 
know how difficult success can be, especially when 
death is close for them. VAD sends a distinct sig-
nal to people in those despairing moments, that we 
would prefer them dead and free from suffering.
So, do not misjudge people’s goodwill, but do not eas-
ily assume that VAD will be a better solution overall.
Separately, for us as people of faith who believe life 
is God’s gift, we have a responsibility to not just live 
that out, but work for a society that lessens suffering 
and treasures those in their later years. One implica-
tion: save money not only to give your children what 
they need but for the ability to provide what grandpar-
ents and parents might need of your time and care!

last Sunday.

PLENARY TRACKER EPISODES
View the daily recordings of Plenary Tracker.  
<https://concernedcatholicscanberra.org/new-
page-72>
PLENARY PODCAST
Join prominent Australian broadcaster and Catholic 
Geraldine Doogue for her new podcast, Plenary 
Matters. <https://plenary-matters.zencast.website/
episodes/preview-plenary-matters>
PLENARY INSIGHT BLOG: JOHN WARHURST
Read John Warhurst’s daily blog, Plenary Insight.  
<https://concernedcatholicscanberra.org/new-
page-62>
FRANCIS SULLIVAN BLOG
Read Francis Sullivan’s daily blog. <https://cssa.org.
au/plenary-council/>    PF

NSW Legislative Council Inquiry into my Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2021. Making a submission to the 
Inquiry is as easy as completing an online questionnaire <https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XRQNHFZ> 
for NSW residents by 22 Nov. You get 300 words re attitude to the Bill, then another 300 for comments.

https://www.facebook.com/PlenaryCouncil
https://www.facebook.com/PlenaryCouncil

