
Christmas migrants and refugees
Dec. 18th: International Migrants Day 20th: International Day of Human Solidarity

I  t is a happy coincidence that International Migrants Day and the International 
Day of Human Solidarity are so closely linked to Christmas. Sponsors of 

the days might disagree, of course – Christmas can suck up all our energy and 
attention as it comes close. The Christmas stories, however, embody the attitudes 
that lie at the heart of these days. 
The stories of Jesus’ birth certainly invite us to empathise with migrants in their 
lives. In Luke’s Gospel Jesus and the heavily pregnant Mary must leave home in 
Nazareth and travel into the hill country at Bethlehem. They can find no place to 
stay there, and Mary is forced to give birth to Jesus in a field. These are the kinds 
of dislocation and constant pressure to make do that migrants face. 
In Matthew’s Gospel Joseph, Mary and Jesus are forced to leave home abruptly 
because Herod has put out a contract on Jesus and other children of his age. He 
sees him as a threat to his kingship. They must live as refugees in Egypt awaiting 
a time when they can return home safely. Their story will be all too familiar to 
millions of refugees. In both stories Jesus and his parents are identified with the 
little people who are forced to do it hard in the world.
The larger story behind Jesus’ birth models the solidarity that is the proper 
response to migrants and other people who find themselves in need. It speaks 
of a God who loves the world and each person in it deeply enough to want to 
join it and to share all the beauty and joy of human life, but also all its grief and 
weaknesses. In Jesus God ultimately shares in the savagery and exclusion that 
so many human beings experience. Through sharing our death he brings life and 
hope to his fellow human beings. We can say that God sees a need, reaches out 
in compassion to those who suffer, and acts to change their situation.
When Pope Francis speaks of solidarity, that large story is always in his mind. 
Underlying it is the conviction that all human beings are precious and that we 
are more than individuals who compete with one another. We are shaped by our 
relationships. Our well-being and happiness depend on our cooperation with 
one another. The health of our society depends on our care for one another and 
particularly for people who are most vulnerable. In simple words, we are sisters 
and brothers in one family, needing us to be responsible to one another if we are 
to survive. This the meaning of solidarity; its 
cement is love.
In practice, of course, many people 
understand society to be competitive, with 
winners taking all. They resent paying the 
taxes which are one expression of solidarity—
causing the wealthy to contribute to the good 
of society. They also resist any suggestions of a social contract within economic 
policies. Restrictions on profit-making by the work of trade unions and other 
measures that will curb gross inequality are also strongly opposed. 
Understandably, too, people who are excluded from sharing fairly the benefits 
of society will also see society as competitive and will look for power to change 
laws and practices that disadvantage them. Neither group then sees solidarity 
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4th Sunday of advent – 19 december 2021 – yr c
Reading texts are always available on request. Online, click the reading heading or reference for a Sunday text. 

Entrance Procession
Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be opened and 
bring forth a Saviour.

Collect
Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts, that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son 
was made known by the message of an Angel, may by his Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of his Resur-
rection. Who lives and reigns with you…

First Reading  Micah 5:1-4 Out of you will be born the one who is to rule over Israel

Responsorial Psalm Ps 80.1ab+2, 14-15, 17-18 (R.3)
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
Stir up your might, and come to save us. R.
Turn again, O God of hosts, look down from heaven and see;
have regard for this vine, the stock that your right hand has planted. R.
But let your hand be upon the one at your right, 
the one whom you have made strong for yourself.
Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name. 
R.

Second Reading Hebrews 10:5-10 I am coming to do your will

Gospel Acclamation Luke 1:38
Alleluia, alleluia!  I am the servant of the Lord: may his will for me be done. Alle-
luia!

Gospel  Luke 1:39-44 Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord?

General Intercessions  
R. Lord have mercy.

Memorial Acclamation
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

Communion Antiphon
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his name will be called Emmanuel.

as the relationships between members of a family who 
always look out for one another. Both see it rather as a 
conflictual relationship in which the members of one’s 
class must stand together in order to win the struggle 
with their enemies. 
Solidarity visualises all people as brothers and sisters 
and encourages them to look out for one another and 
particularly for the most disadvantaged members of 
society. That vision leads us, as persons, to attend to 
the needs of people around us and to our environment, 
care for them, and join together to make a more just 
and harmonious society. At Jesuit Social Services that 
takes the form of personal accompaniment of young 
people who suffer from disadvantage, admiring their 
resilience, and helping them find ways to connect to 
society. To do that we need to help them find a voice 
and to press for policies that encourage their growth.   
    Andrew Hamilton sj

Check list: Change the URLs for the readings.  Updated Deaths etc.? 
  Check all dates (5 sets)    
  Don’t print from RGB copy!

World Bishops Synod ‘21-’23
Launched worldwide recently by the Pope in 
Rome recently, it first seeks what experience 
Church members have of ‘synodality’. cf. p8 
online.

Ignatian Youth Festival
All Things New Ignatian Gathering 2022
@allthingsnew2022, <https://www.facebook.
com/allthingsnew2022> on Facebook,  is 
for young adults aged 18-30, at Newman 
College in Melbourne from 2pm 17th to 2pm 
21st January 2022. See p7 online. Financial 
support may be possible for this.

Advent sequence Yr C #4.  
Year6 Loreto Adelaide, 2009

JRS needs computers/laptops
See flyer on page 6

https://universalis.com/Australia/20210627/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/Australia/20211212/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/Australia/20211219/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/Australia/20211219/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/Australia/20211219/mass.htm


 Parish Calendar
Sun 19 4th Sunday of advent: Zoom @ 6pm Sat. Streamed. Saved to Fb!
Fri 24 Christmas Eve masses: 5:30pm, 10pm
Sat  25 Christmas Day masses: 8:30am, 10:30am. 
Sun  26 the holy family. 8:30am, 10:30am
Mon 27 9am mass

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased:  Harry Dillon, Catherine Ryan, Bernard Adrian Fitzgerald, Peter Smol, COV-

ID-19 victims (>160 Jesuits).  
Anniversaries:  Luke Lembryk, Dorothy Antico, Heinz Reuthlinger, Patricia Emberson, 
Bill Dominguez, Mario Juka.

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Fr Ludwik Ryba SJ (Melb.),Bede Nichols, Andy Speir, Anne Nevill, Rin-

ku Suzana, William Fothergill, Gek Jeavons, Michael Coleman, Mark Williams, Vance Velasco, John 
Harding, Paul Scharrer, Maurice Heading SJ, Jillian Wells, Alison Dudley, Marina Byron, Amanda 
Sinclair, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, Fr Peter Maher, Wilhelmina van Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, Gwen 
Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Michael Taylor, 
Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, 
Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, 
Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, 
Joan Agbor, Covid-19 victims.  Neophyte: Amanda Or Alegata. . 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 
or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.
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QR Code or  name&phone
Tue 21  Mass 7am
Wed 22  Mass 9am 
Thu 23  Mass 9am

Canice’s Kitchen  
over Christmas
You didn’t need to read the June 
NSW Parliamentary speech or 
have heard about our Lady Gov-
ernor’s recent appreciation to re-
alise what a remarkable job has 
been done during the pandemic 
by our Kitchen over the past 21 
months. Our staff need a break and 

 EAST TIMOR CHRISTMAS APPEAL
The annual Christmas  
Appeal for our sister par-
ish in Railaco will take place 
at all Christmas Masses. If 
you’re unable to be with us 
in person, please donate on-
line (QR code at left) to en-
sure that the three programs 

Advent Group
All are welcome to attend our final meeting 
this Sunday at 9:30am in Blaiket, 80 Ros-
lyn Gardens (next to Canices Kitchen)

so the Kitchen will be closed after 23 Dec. until 
10 Jan. in the new year. Never fear, Wayside 
will be taking up the slack during that time. 
Last Thursday we hosted a fantastic Christmas 
party with Rough Edges / St John’s Anglican 
Church. This was a joint venture to promote ec-
umenical unity in serving those in need in our 
local area. PF, pp

addressing nutrition, health and 
education can continue. Thank 
you for your continued support.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89395456461?pwd=Mjh0NU5pTTBUdWF0NWh2d2lGS0Zrdz09
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/


A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices
Next Week’s Readings:

26 December – Holy Family Yr C 

First Reading:      1 Samuel 1:20-22,24-28

Second Reading:  1 John 3:1-2,21-24

Gospel:   Luke 2:41-52

News, depth, spirituality 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au> 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au> 
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au> 
Jesuit/Ignatian Spirituality– <jisa.org.au> 
Pope’s Intention Video–<thepopevideo.org/>
Catholic Weekly <www.catholicweekly.com.au>: for 
the printed copy, $2 to the StVdP box please.

‘Live’ masses
We are continuing to zoom 6pm mass (click, or 
see our front page, left); videos only on Facebook 
later:
<facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/videos>.

The parish needs catechists!
Can you be part of a small team to help prepare our 
children for the sacraments—training provided! This 
would prepare them  (and parents) for Reconcilia-
tion, Communion and Confirmation. Or, another gap 
to be filled is a lesson at the local primary school, 
currently done with Kindy but possibly negotiable.

The Church is open to ALL for Mass. 
QR Code or sign in is mandatory. 
Masks are strongly recommended  

especially for singing!
Those who cannot  attend with un-vaxxed 
people should contact me! Mass may be held 
just for vaccinated people; but at a different time 
to normal masses. P Fyfe SJ, PP

Our RCIA program
During COVID people have thought more about re-
ligion. Someone you know may be wondering about 
becoming a Catholic. It’s a good time for enquirers! 
You may not be aware you know one…

Help for your prayer: Madonna magazine
We still have a few copies of the Summer Ma-
donna magazine which provides an excellent aid 
to daily prayer for each day, Dec.– Feb. Thou-
sands of people have found this very helpful. At 
the church entrance (free). The usual quarterly 
price is $15.

Christmas Choir
All are welcome to join the 
Christmas choir this Thurs-
day at 10:00 am in the 
Church. Join us for carols!

Advent…
In this new Church year we call to mind God’s  
plan to save us as we prepare for the celebrat- 
ion of the birth of his Son, Jesus, born of Mary.

Congratulations 
to our children 

recently confirmed:  
Pip, Sophia, Jude, 

Conor, Estella!

Christmas celebrations
Reconciliation 2nd rite: Tue 14th 7pm.
Masses: Friday 24th – 
carols then 5:30pm mass, 10pm mass. 
Saturday 25th – 8:30am, 10:30am. 
Live music at all but 8:30a.m.
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Columbarium Restoration
Perhaps you have noticed how the niche covers in 
our Columbarium have been cleaned and restored. 
This labour-intensive and very costly exercise aimed 
to fix what brass-cleaning products had caused. 
Every niche cover was removed, hand-sanded back, 
and coated with a light lacquer to obviate further 
staining. To maintain this state, we ask you NOT to 
use any type of brass cleaner to polish the niche, as 
it can splash onto and stain nearby covers, as well 
as ruin the overall effect. The original plaques were 
intended to have an antique look and not be highly 
polished. For further information and advice, please 
do not hesitate to contact Lynelle on 9358 5229.

Ignatius500:  
Following the call

For all people: the school 
of Ignatian prayer which can 
help us to reform or reshape 
our llves according to God’s 
dream for each of us. The 
Examen & Ignatius’ Spiritual 
Exercises are available to ev-
eryone. First Spiritual Exer-
cises are one place to start. 
Lay groups: Christian Life 
Community. Perhaps 50 
groups throughout Australia 

who meet regular to 
pray and reflect on their lives and who may 
undertake common action.
Religious groups: Ignatius founded the 
Jesuits (Society of Jesus) for Brothers and 
Priests, and wrote the Jesuit Constitutions. 
These have been the  touchstone for many 
orders, mostly women’s: in Australia, the 
Sisters of Charity (RSC), the Religious 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart (RSCJ), Loreto 
Sisters (IBVM) and the Faithful Compan-
ions of Jesus (FCJ).
Jesuits have been to the forefront in foreign 
missions, in education especially universi-
ties, and in the past 40 years, refugee work. 
They still have leaders in many fields of 
learning and the arts.

More Advent Preparation
Since not everyone may be able to participate in our 
parish Advent group(s), the following archdiocesan 
resource may be helpful. <https://www.gomakedisciples.
org.au/A4-Advent-Resource.pdf>

The 2021 Advent Companion, (available Now)
Rejoice! Receiving and Sharing the Gift of the Good News
 is available for download on the Go Make Disciples  as 
above.  
The booklet contains Gospel readings for Sundays and 
Christmas Day, spiritual reflections from Archbishop 
Anthony Fisher OP, Professor Tracey Rowland, Sr Susanna 
Edmunds OP, and others, reflection questions, and other 
resources. Advent is a wonderful opportunity to reconnect 
with members of your parish, and to prepare together for the coming of the Jesus at Christmas.

Some copies of 
Madonna are 
available for 
those interested 
in exploring daily 
prayer with this 
Jesuit magazine 
for the next 3 
months (free). 
From the back of 
the Church.
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How you can help

Laptops up to 5 years old 
Macbooks up to 7 years old

We are able to accept:

BRIDGING THE DIGITAL DIVIDEBRIDGING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE

DURING THIS EXTENDED LOCKDOWN WE ARE SUPPORTING
REFUGEES AND PEOPLE SEEKING ASYLUM IN FINDING MEANINGFUL
WORK. 

WE ARE CURRENTLY IN NEED OF COMPUTERS TO SUPPORT THOSE
AT HOME WITH NO ACCESS TO TECHNOLOGY, LIMITING THEIR
ABILITY TO ACCESS WORK AND TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES, AND
TRUSTED RESOURCES OF INFORMATION, CONNECT WITH SERVICES
ONLINE AND KEEP IN TOUCH WITH LOVED ONES BOTH IN
AUSTRALIA AND ABROAD, AND SO MUCH MORE. 

AS WELL AS AIMING TO BRIDGE THIS DIGITAL DIVIDE, THE JRS
AUSTRALIA EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM PROVIDES TRAINING, WORK
READINESS SUPPORT, AND ACCESS TO TRAINING AND WORK
EXPERIENCE FOR REFUGEES AND PEOPLE SEEKING ASYLUM. 

We kindly ask you to wipe your machine and remove any passwords so we
can provide it to the people we are working with even faster. Please make
sure to include the charging cable and any other required accessories as
necessary for the device. 

Collection
Please post devices to:
PO Box 522
Kings Cross NSW 1340

If you like to offer training courses, employment
opportunities, or would like to speak about how you or your

organisation can assist we would love to hear from you! 

COMPUTERS FOR REFUGEES AND
PEOPLE SEEKING ASYLUM

Contact
Tamana Mirzada
Employment Program Manager
tamana.mirzada@jrs.org.au

Can't donate anything but still want to help?

To learn more about our employment work visit:
https://aus.jrs.net/en/employment-assistance/ 



For possible assistance with the cost of this, please talk to the Parish Priest



God of love, show us our place in this world
as channels of your love

for all the creatures of this earth,
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.

Enlighten those who possess power and money
that they may avoid the sin of indifference,

that they may love the common good,
advance the weak,

and care for this world in which we live.
The poor and the earth are crying out.

O Lord, seize us with your power and light,
help us to protect all life,

to prepare for a better future,
for the coming of your Kingdom

of justice, peace, love and beauty.
Praise be to you! Amen.

Laudato si‘ §246
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