
The symbolism of Ash Wednesday is strong and stark. In the Catholic 
Church it marks the beginning of Lent, when churches traditionally change 

their appearance. Vestments and altar cloths change from white or green to a 
sober purple. Statues are also covered in purple and flowers disappear from 
the altar. Taken together with practices such as fasting and other acts of self-
denial, they define Lent as a time of austerity. It fits naturally with austere and 
straitened times and moods in public life—with war, for example, bushfires, 
covid, political fecklessness and recession. 
Ashes themselves are a powerful symbol. They are the remains of destruction 
by fire. They remind us of the loss of wealth, power, status or health that 
comes with age, defeat or social change. The bonfire of the vanities collapses 
into the ashes of loss. In Catholic life the symbolism of ashes is made even 
more stark by association with the fires of hell and purgatory, with the 
history of the burning of heretics, martyrs and churches, and the bombing of 
Coventry, Dresden and Hiroshima. Ashes remind us of the insecurity of lives, 
the transient glories of power, wealth and intelligence, the human capacity for 
savagery beneath a veneer of civilization, the death and dissolution that come 
to all human beings, and the seriousness of the call to conversion. These are 
the themes of Lent.
Ashes are also a symbol of humiliation. In our culture civilisation and elegance 
are often seen to begin with sweeping dust and ashes from houses and with 
removing them from our skin and clothing. A substantial part of our economy 
is based in producing cleanliness. As a result we identify  burned or scorch-
marked clothing and a dirty skin as a sign with poverty, a lack of due self-care, 
or with human decline. To be dirty humiliates us. The word ‘humility’ comes 
from the Latin word for soil. It points to the bare, forked reality that we share 
with animals. In Christian term it also reminds us of the weakness, betrayals 
and neglect that mark our lives, no matter how elaborately we create a self-
image to conceal them. The humiliation of Lent is to recognise what and who 
we are, and to know that God loves and cares for us as we are. To leave ashes 
on our foreheads after Mass is a strong and challenging symbol.
Ashes are also a symbol of the seasonal regeneration that follows burning. 
After bushfires tree trunks remain black and leave marks on us if we brush 
against them. Green shoots, however, gradually emerge from ashes and 
sprout from blackened tree branches. In the forest death yields to life. That, 
of course, is also the whole point of Lent. Its ashes do not have the last word. 
Life continues, regenerates, and spreads from the ashes. In the Christian story 
the ash of bare and sinful humanity reflects the love that leads God to share the 
ashes of our life, the humiliation of dying naked on a cross, and to rise green 
from the ashes.  
The ashes of Lent look forward to the green and spreading vine of Easter by 
which in Christ we are received into the happiness of the kingdom of God. 
              Andrew Hamilton sj
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Healing Mass
tba
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Contact Parish Office Tel: 9358 5229

We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.
Catholic Parish of St Canice
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In Church masks are  
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Ash Wednesday Masses: 7am, 9am, 6pm. 
Day of fast & abstaining from meat!
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8th Ordinary Sunday – year C –  27 February 2022
Reading texts are always available on request. Online, click the reading heading or reference for a Sunday text. 

Entrance Procession
The Lord became my protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me because he delighted in me.

Collect
Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your 
Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son…

First Reading  Sirach 27:4-7 Do not praise someone before they have spoken

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 92.1-2, 12-13, 14-15 (R.1)

R. Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night. R.
The righteous flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
They are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the courts of our God. R.
In old age they still produce fruit; they are always green and full of sap,
showing that the Lord is upright; he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. R.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:54-58 Victory has been given to us through Jesus Christ

Gospel Acclamation Philippians 2:15-16
Alleluia, alleluia! Shine on the world like bright stars; you are offering it the word of life. Alleluia!

Gospel  Luke 6:39-45 A person speaks from what is in their heart

Memorial Acclamation
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

Communion Antiphon
I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me, sing psalms to the name of the Lord Most High.

Please donate – 
Charitable Works Fund Appeal: We are holding 
the postponed November 2021 CWF Appeal now. 
Funds raised help those most vulnerable in Sydney  
Our parish levy for the appeal is $8600. Any shortfall 
in this amount must paid from parish funds so we ask 

you consider donating to 
this appeal. Donations 
are 100% tax deductible.
Donations can be made 
via credit card or direct 
deposit into the parish 
bank account. To donate 
via credit card click on the 
QR code.  To obtain EFT 
details contact Lynelle –  
<lynelle@stcanice.com.au> 

Check list: Change the URLs for the readings.  Updated Deaths etc.? 
  Check all dates (5 sets)    
  Don’t print from RGB copy!

Sacraments for children
Is your child in Year 3 or higher, and needs to make 
their first Holy Communion and Reconciliation? Or is 
still to be confirmed? [further info linked here] Let us 
know by email! [linked here]

Ordinary Time (i)
From Baptism of the Lord until Lent.  
We are called to open ourselves to the Good News 
proclaimed through the themes of Luke’s gospel. 
In the RCIA, a time for catechumens to decide 
whether to proceed to baptism and full initiation.

Teach your children Catholic social justice: 
Link to the Vinnies Metropolitan Schools 
and Youth Term 1 2022 Newsletter:  
<https://bit.ly/Term1-2022-Vinnies-Metro-News>

Pray for Ukraine
Pope Francis invites the whole Church to a day of 
Fasting and Prayer for Peace on Ash Wednesday. In 
Australia Bishop Mykola, Eparch of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, and the Archbishop of Melbourne 
will pray in each others Cathedrals on Wednesday.

Receiving the Ashes: choose!
Sprinkling on the head or placing on the forehead 
is allowed. When you come forward to receive the 
ashes, bow your head if you prefer sprinkling.
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 Parish Calendar
Sun 27  8th Ordinary Sunday Project Compassion Sunday.  

 11:30am Greeters training
Wed  2  aSh WedneSday: Day of fast, abstinence, prayer for peace
Fri 4 6pm Holy Hour (with Young Adult group), dinner afterwards
Sat 5 6pm mass
Sun 6 1st Sunday of Lent.  9:30am Lenten Reflection group.  6pm Young Adult mass

Parish of St C
anice - Elizabeth B

ay

Tue   Mass 7am
Wed   See p.1&2 
Thu   Mass 9am
Fri   Mass 12pm
Sat   Mass 9am

Contribute to Synod ‘21-’23!
Do you agree with the way the Church is 
being run locally? Anyone can submit (in 
<250 words) how you experience the Church, 
via this site  
<https://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch>

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased:  William Fothergill, Dr Margot McCarthy, Judith Anne Kearney, Kathleen 

Moira Sheedy, Ivan George Reynolds, Gloria Fisher, COVID-19 victims (inc. many Jesuits).  
Anniversaries:  Geoffrey Meagher SJ, Lilian Del Rosario Cebedo, Constance Mary Musgrave, Wil-
liam Harding, Dr Romaine Fernando, Marie Jasintha, Eric Bureau, Patricia Horsley, Peter Young.

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Phillip Harding, Peter and Joan Stowpiuk, Fr Ludwik Ryba SJ (Melb.), Andy Speir, 

Anne Nevill, Rinku Suzana, Michael Coleman, Mark Williams, Vance Velasco, John Harding, Paul 
Scharrer, Maurice Heading SJ, Jillian Wells, Alison Dudley, Amanda Sinclair, Br Terry Kavenagh 
OSB, Fr Peter Maher, Wilhelmina van Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, 
Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, 
James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda 
Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, 
Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor, Covid-19 victims.  
Presentation & Baptism: Rupert Simms
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Emma at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 
or email <parish@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

6pm Sunday Young Adult Mass
Are you 18 – 40 y.o. or  young at heart?
Our Young Adults Mission team runs a 
Sunday 6pm mass for you every week. 
This week our Holy Hour returns 6pm Fri-
day, and you can join us for dinner after!
Enquiries: Emma /Lynelle at the office: 
93585229 <parish@stcanice.com.au>

DATE TIME 1st Reader 2nd Reader

26 Feb 6pm Wendy F Sue W

27 Feb 8:30am Daphne O Ro D

27 Feb 10:30am Jeanette H Julian M

5 Mar 6pm Tim T Wendy F

6 Mar 8:30am John I Adriene H

6 Mar 10:30am Michael M Bruce M
 

Taizé visit
A Taizé Brother is visiting Australia and doing 
services in Greater Sydney from 7th to 13th. 
See our Facebook page for details.

Final streamed mass
As there is now little demand and abundant 
other offerings, Sat. 26th 6pm is the final one.

Thank you!
Many thanks to Seamus O’Grady who has 
retired from the Parish Finance Committee 
after years of wonderful service, and to  Allan 
Weeks for assuming the leadership role. PF.
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THE GIFT OF
GIVING

THIS
LENT

Email foodbank@jrs.org.au or 
call 0434 422 573 to organise a time to drop off

your donation.

Basmati Rice
Week 1

Over the next 6 weeks, you can help support 
 refugees and people seeking asylum by

donating these essential items.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices
Next Week’s Readings:
6 March – 1st Sunday of Lent 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:4-10

Second Reading:  Romans 10:8-13

Gospel:   Luke 4:1-13

News, depth, spirituality 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au> 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au> 
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au> 
Jesuit/Ignatian Spirituality– <jisa.org.au> 
Pope’s Intention Video–<thepopevideo.org/>
Catholic Weekly <www.catholicweekly.com.au> 

International Ignatian Ecospiritual 
Conference

online [to 5pm]: Mon. 25 – 30 April 2022
<https://iiec.org.au/> — Australian Jesuit province.

Speakers include: Dr Lesley Hughes—a lead author 
of 4th & 5th IPCC reports; the head Jesuit for social 
justice and ecology,  an indigenous woman  educator 
& co-ordinator of Aboriginal ministry; and  the 
leading Jesuit environmentalist in Asia-Pacific.

2022 Project Compassion 
The theme comes from God’s words 
in the Noah’s Ark story when the 
rainbow appeared: ‘This is the sign of 
the covenant that I make between me 
and you and every living creature that 
is with you, for all future generations’ 
This Lent, why not join in Caritas 
Conversations, one-hour sessions 

held on Zoom each week where you can hear inspiring 
stories and learn from Caritas staff and partners how your 
generosity is making a difference. Choose your day and time:  
<https://calendly.com/conversations-about-pc-22> 

Readers Training
Training for new and existing Lectors to be held on 2 
dates. You can attend either Tuesday March 8 at 6pm 
or Sunday 13th March at 11:30 am. If you’ve always 
wanted to read at Mass, please contact  to Emma on 
02 9358 5229 or parish@stcanice.com.au.
 

Greeters training
Training for new and existing Greeters to be held this 
Sunday 27th February at 11:30 am in the Church. 
If you’d like to be part of this welcoming ministry, 
please contact Emma on 02 9358 5229 or parish@
stcanice.com.au.
 

Morning Teas from next Sunday 9:30am
… (after 8.30am Mass) alternating each week – 1st & 3rd Sundays 
@9.30, 2nd & 4th @11.30, 5th if volunteers available. Please 
contact Emma on 9358 5229 or parish@stcanice.com.au if you 
are interested in joining our morning tea volunteers. 

Lenten Reflection Group
Join us to reflect on the Gospel message during Lent; 
each Sunday at 9:30 am from next Sunday 6 March 
in Blaiket House, 82 Roslyn Gardens. Please  con-
tact Emma on 02 9358 5229 or parish@stcanice.
com.au for any further information.

The Church will now be open for prayer. 
Masks are still recommended in mass.
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