
Challenge and courage

Pope Francis Prayer Intention for February. We pray for religious sisters and 
consecrated women, thanking them for their mission and courage. May they 

continue to find new responses to the challenges of our times.
Pope Francis’ prayer for religious sisters and consecrated women reminds us 
also of all the other women without whose generosity the Catholic Church would 
wither. They include the women who lead Catholic agencies, ensure that churches 
remain open and clean and safe for children, teach children their faith, lead choirs 
and shape the Catholic community.
We are in debt to all the women who have served the community in these ways. 
Religious Sisters and consecrated women are special because for them the Church 
has been home, workplace and family. For many of us they have been friends and 
have modelled for us service and courage.. 
While in El Salvador I used to visit the little community of Ita Maura. In it lived 
villagers whom the military had attacked, killed and driven across the borders 
after destroying their houses. There they had built communities through reflection 
on the Gospel and its meaning for their lives. Led mostly by lay women, they 
had found the courage and the strong identity needed to return to El Salvador. Ita 
Maura was one of many such communities. 
It was named after two Maryknoll Sisters 
Maura Clarke and Ita Ford. With two other 
women who also worked with the poor in El 
Salvador, they had been beaten, raped and 
murdered by a military death squad.  
Religious like Ita Ford and Maura Clark 
also helped build the courageous communities that continued to resist military 
oppression. In these communities the spiritual leaders were often strong women 
who led reflection on the Gospel and preserved its generous spirit. In Ita Maura 
was one such woman old enough to be a grandmother.  Her seven sons, however, 
all of whom were catechists, had been murdered by the military for their leadership 
in forming faith in their communities.  She was left with neither children nor 
grandchildren, but remained a source of inspiration to her community. 
These extraordinary women lived in mercifully extraordinary times and places. 
Their courage is echoed in the less dramatic lives and work of equally generous 
and enduring women religious. The Josephite sisters, for example, moved in 
pairs along the new railways in Australia, staying in tents at the rail heads and 
gathering the schools for teaching, for example. Other sisters held on in isolated 
and unsupported missions despite not knowing where the next meal would come 
from. We remember, too, the sisters in overcrowded city schools and hospitals and 
parishes, who lived faithfully and generously in the face of illness and often lack 
of recognition.
Pope Francis prays that women Religious and consecrated women will find new 
responses to meet new challenges. One of the obvious challenges, of course, 
is the diminishing number of religious, both women and men, and of young 
women actively involved in parish life. This trend is widespread and is 
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Weddings, Funerals `
Contact Parish Office Tel: 9358 5229
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Healing Mass
tba

Baptism, Child Sacraments & RCIA
Contact Parish Office Tel: 9358 5229
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We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.
Catholic Parish of St Canice
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5th Ordinary Sunday – year C –  6 February 2022 – WOrd OF GOd Sunday
Reading texts are always available on request. Online, click the reading heading or reference for a Sunday text. 

Entrance Procession
O come, let us worship God and bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God.

Collect
Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, they may 
be defended always by your protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son…

First Reading  Isaiah 6:1-8 Here am I! Send me

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 138.1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5, 7c-8 (R.1b)

R. In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord.
I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your 
praise; I bow down toward your holy temple.  I give thanks to your name for 
your steadfast love and your faithfulness. R.
For you have exalted your name and your word above everything. 
On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul. R.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, for they have heard the 
words of your mouth. They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord. R.
You stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me. 8 The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me; 
your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands. R.

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 I preach what they preach, and this is what you believe

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 4:19
Alleluia, alleluia! Come follow me, says the Lord, and I will make you fishers of my people. Alleluia!

Gospel  Luke 5:1-11 They left everything and followed him

General Intercessions
Lord, hear us. R. Lord hear our prayer

Memorial Acclamation
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

Communion Antiphon
Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, his wonders for the children of men, for he satisfies the thirsty soul, and 
the hungry he fills with good things.
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from p.1: likely to continue. 
We should not, however, 
lament the past but honour 
response of older women 
who have gathered wisdom, 
are free from institutional 
commitments and have  time 
to listen to people and to share 
their rich experiences.  Women 
Religious and consecrated 
women continue to live 
the Gospel in a way 
that challenges a world 
that prizes efficiency, 
multitasking and speed. 
Their gift of time going 
slow is a response not 
only to individuals but to  
the ills of a febrile society.      
Andy Hamilton SJ

Please donate: Charitable Works Fund Appeal
This month we are holding the November 2021 CWF Appeal, previously post-
poned. Funds raised help those most vulnerable in Sydney—single mothers 
facing homelessness, those struggling with mental health, our local Aboriginal 
communities, and many more.  
Our parish levy for the appeal is $8600. Any shortfall in this amount must paid 
from parish funds so we ask you consider donating to this appeal. Donations are 
100% tax deductible.

Donations can be made via credit card or direct deposit 
into the parish bank account. To donate via credit card click 
on the QR code.  To obtain EFT details contact Lynelle –  
<lynelle@stcanice.com.au>  Now you can make a payment 
e.g. CWF, Planned Giving or donation by this QR code. 
If you don’t require a tax deductible receipt, please select 
General Church Donation: this contributes towards the 
running costs of the parish e.g. liturgy costs, musicians, 
church repairs, upkeep of grounds etc. To claim a tax de-
duction please select the Planned Giving option: these do-
nations go directly to Canice’s Kitchen.

Check list: Change the URLs for the readings.  Updated Deaths etc.? 
  Check all dates (5 sets)    
  Don’t print from RGB copy!
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 Parish Calendar
Sun 6  5th Ordinary Sunday  – of the Word of God 

 and 1st Young Adult Mass: 6pm Sunday
Tue 8  St Josephine Bakhita: International Day of Prayer &  

 Awareness against Human Trafficking
Thu 10 St Scholastica, virgin
Fri 11 Our Lady of Lourdes: World day of Prayer for the Sick
Sat 12 6pm mass is usually live-streamed
Sun 13 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time inc. 6pm Young Adult mass
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QR Code or  name&phone
Tue   Mass 7am
Wed   Mass 9am 
Thu   Mass 9am
Fri   Mass 12pm
Sat   Mass 9am

Contribute to Bishops Synod ‘21-’23!
Anyone can make a submission (less than 250 
words) of your experience of the Church via this 
site <https://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch> 
which has an individual reflection guide.

We need catechists!
Can you be part of a small team to help 
prepare our children for the sacraments—
training provided! This would prepare them  
(and parents) for Reconciliation, Commu-
nion and Confirmation. Or, provide lessons 
at the local primary school, currently done 
with Kindy but possibly negotiable.

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased:  Ivan George Reynolds, Gloria Fisher, COVID-19 victims (inc. many Jesuits).  

Anniversaries:  Pamela Shaughnessy, Werner Tervoert, Peter McCarthy, Tonko Madzo, Doug Jenkins.

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Peter and Joan Stowpiuk, Fr Ludwik Ryba SJ (Melb.), Bede Nichols, 

Andy Speir, Anne Nevill, Rinku Suzana, William Fothergill, Gek Jeavons, Michael Cole-
man, Mark Williams, Vance Velasco, John Harding, Paul Scharrer, Maurice Heading SJ, 
Jillian Wells, Alison Dudley, Marina Byron, Amanda Sinclair, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, Fr Peter Ma-
her, Wilhelmina van Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Anne O’Sullivan, 
Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria 
Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, 
Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald 
Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor, Covid-19 victims. 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 
or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

6pm Sunday Young Adult Mass
Are you aged 18 – 40 or  young at heart?
The parish’s Young Adults Mission team is 
launching a Sunday 6:00pm young adults 
mass. This will be happening every week 
commencing this Sunday 6 February 2022.
On our launch night, we will be having 
supper afterwards with pizza and drinks 
etc. We are really looking forward to having 
you join us and being a part of our growing 
community! 
Enquiries: contact Emma or Lynelle at the 
parish office on 93585229 or <parish@stcan-
ice.com.au>

Sacraments for children
Is your child in Year 3 or higher, and needs 
to make their first Holy Communion and 
Reconciliation? Or is still to be confirmed? 
[further info on our webpage linked here] 
Let us know by email! [email linked here]

Ordinary Time (i)
From Baptism of the Lord until Lent.  
We are called to open ourselves to the Good News 
proclaimed through the themes of Luke’s gospel. 
In the RCIA, a time for catechumens to decide 
whether to proceed to baptism and full initiation.

‘Live’ masses
Where possible, we are continuing to zoom 
6pm mass (click, or see our front page, left); 
videos sometimes only on Facebook later:
<facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
videos>.

Modern Slavery (3 links here)
This week the Pope asks us to remember 
St Bakhita (8th) and to increase our aware-
ness of the modern slave trade. Info and a 
prayer-card are on the Archdioces website.
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices
Next Week’s Readings:

13 February – 6th Ordinary Sunday 

First Reading:      Jeremiah 17:5-8

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 15:12,16-20

Gospel:   Luke 6:17,20-26

Columbarium Restoration
In 2021 the niche covers in our Columbarium were 
cleaned and restored. This labour-intensive and very 
costly exercise aimed to fix what brass-cleaning 
products had caused. Every niche cover was re-
moved, hand-sanded back, and coated with a light 
lacquer to obviate further staining. To maintain 
this state, we ask you NOT to use any type of brass 
cleaner to polish the niche, as it can splash onto 
and stain nearby covers, as well as ruin the overall 
effect. The original plaques were intended to have an 
antique look and not be highly polished. For further 
information and advice, please do not hesitate to 
contact Lynelle on 9358 5229.

As a Jesuit Parish in Ignatius500:  
Following the call

For all people: the school 
of Ignatian prayer which can 
help us to reform or reshape 
our llves according to God’s 
dream for each of us. The 
Examen & Ignatius’ Spiritual 
Exercises are available to ev-
eryone. First Spiritual Exer-
cises are one place to start. 
Lay groups: Christian Life 
Community. Perhaps 50 
groups throughout Australia 
who meet regular to pray and 
reflect on their lives and who may undertake com-
mon action.
Religious groups: Ignatius founded the Jesuits (So-
ciety of Jesus) for Brothers and Priests, and wrote 
the Jesuit Constitutions. These have been the  touch-
stone for many orders, mostly women’s: in Australia, 
the Sisters of Charity (RSC), the Religious Sisters of 
the Sacred Heart (RSCJ), Loreto Sisters (IBVM) and 
the Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ).
Jesuits have been to the forefront in foreign mis-
sions, in education especially universities, and in the 
past 40 years, refugee work. They still have leaders 
in many fields of learning and the arts.
500 years since the conversion of Iñigo of Loyola

The Church is open to ALL for Mass. 
QR Code or sign in is mandatory. 

Masks are obligatory

Our RCIA program
During COVID people have thought more about re-
ligion. Someone you know may be wondering about 
becoming a Catholic. It’s a good time for enquirers! 
You may not be aware you know one…

News, depth, spirituality 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au> 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au> 
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au> 
Jesuit/Ignatian Spirituality– <jisa.org.au> 
Pope’s Intention Video–<thepopevideo.org/>
Catholic Weekly <www.catholicweekly.com.au> 

6-day International Ignatian  
Ecospiritual Conference

ONLINE [to 5pm]: Mon. 25 – 30 April 2022
<https://iiec.org.au/>

There is an early-bird date for registration:  
February 24, save $40. Concession available.
Organised by the Australian Jesuit Province.

Speakers include: Dr Lesley Hughes—she was a lead 
author of the 4th & 5th IPCC reports; the head of the 
Jesuits’ Social Justice and Ecology outfit in Rome;  
a Djabaguy/Okola woman who is an educator & co-
ordinator of Aboriginal ministry; and the long-time 
leading Jesuit environmentalist in Asia-Pacific.
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