
Death and Love

Death is all around us; Jesus be our light! (In the midst of death, Dutch hymn);  
 Love is as strong as death. (Songs of Songs).

How quickly things can change! A couple of months ago we might have expected 
to be living relatively care-free lives this year; instead we have been experiencing 
by far the worst period of COVID-19. Enough Australians have died of it this 
month to fill seven Qantas 737s. Yet there is little upset about this, but rather 
concern about the threat to our pattern of life and economy.
This is not surprising, as many Australians don’t deal well with death. The 
associated discomfort and avoidance also helps drive attitudes on euthanasia. 
Once we have to face death directly, though, our perspective can change. That 
can happen quickly
In today’s Gospel, in the course of one hour, Jesus goes from being an admired 
member of the family to an outcast, from an inspiration to being nearly killed.
At the outset we see that Christ’s message, his good news is regarded as life-
threatening despite being life-giving. Indeed, it is Christ’s death (and resurrection) 
that is the foundation of Christian faith and our community. And the cause of his 
death is his love for us, a love that  is sacrificial.
Saint Paul famously tells us at the end of 
today’s reading from Corinthians that only 
three things endure. And these don’t include 
our home or possessions! They are faith, hope 
and ‘love’. 
This passage is often read at weddings. Its 
choice intrigues me, because St Paul throws 
out most of the stuff that people think is crucial. Three things that might be 
thought to make a good marriage are top communication, a deep understanding 
and trust in your spouse, and a willingness to sacrifice in the face of hard choices. 
St Paul dismisses each and all of these as insufficient if ‘love’ is not also present. 
Indeed, for good communication can be used to tear down; understanding and 
trust does not prevent you secretly seeking your own pleasures; and sacrifice can 
be manipulative, as in “After all I’ve done for you”.
Unless properly understood, ‘love’ may be of no help either. And remember 
that Saint Paul’s words have a much wider scope than marriage. We can use the 
English word love to refer to the bond in families, or to friend ship, or romance, or 
erotic love. Saint Paul, however, is speaking of agapé love, a profound care and 
concern for someone else. 
The prime example is God’s agapé love for us. The ultim ate demonstration of 
that love was Christ’s willingness to be crucified on our behalf so that God’s 
relationship with us can endure into eternity. St John, when speaking of love, says 
that what he means first is not our love for God, but God’s love for us when he 
gave his Son. As St Paul goes on to teach, “Love… is always ready to excuse, to 
trust, to hope, and to endure whatever comes”, the sort of love that God has for us
Such love is not passive: the love that we are called to pass on to others always 
seeks the greater good. Simply putting up with an awful situation, in that 
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We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.
Catholic Parish of St Canice
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4th Ordinary Sunday – year C –  30 January 2022
Reading texts are always available on request. Online, click the reading heading or reference for a Sunday text. 

Entrance Procession
Save us, O Lord our God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and make it our 
glory to praise you.

Collect
Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son…

First Reading   Jeremiah 1:4-5,17-19 I have appointed you as prophet to the nations

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 71:1-2,3,5-6,15+17 (R.15)

R. I will sing of your salvation.
In you, O Lord, I take refuge; let me never be put to 
shame.
In your righteousness, deliver me and rescue me; incline 
your ear to me and save me. R.
Be to me a rock of refuge, a strong fortress, to save me,
for you are my rock and my fortress. Rescue me, O my 
God, from the hand of the wicked. R.
For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O Lord, from 
my youth.
Upon you I have leant from my birth; it was you who 
took me from my mother’s womb. R.
My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds 
of salvation all day long.
O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. R.

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 12:31–13:13 There are three things that last: and the greatest of these is love

Gospel Acclamation Luke 4:18-19
Alleluia, alleluia! The Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor and freedom to prisoners. Alleluia!

Gospel   Luke 4:21-30   Jesus, like Elijah and Elisha, was not sent only to the Jews

General Intercessions
Lord, hear us. R. Lord, hear our prayer.

Memorial Acclamation
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

Communion Antiphon
Let your face shine on your servant. Save me in your merciful love. O Lord, let me never be put to shame, for I 
call on you.
.
from p.1: sense of endure, will not bring about a more 
loving and just world.
Currently, “in the midst of death”, we see that love in 
action, for example, among those working overtime 
to care for the sick and dying at considerable risk to 
themselves, perhaps people they would have little time 
for outside of that situation. Such love is stronger than 
death, and implicity shines a light on the life-giving 
love that Christ’s dying brought all people through his 
resurrection. Not only that, but it bears witness to the 
nature of God, for God is love. That’s why “the greatest 
of these is love”.   Paul Fyfe SJ

Check list: Change the URLs for the readings.  Updated Deaths etc.? 
  Check all dates (5 sets)    
  Don’t print from RGB copy!

 EAST TIMOR CHRISTMAS APPEAL
The annual Christmas Appeal for 
our sister parish in Railaco took 
place at all Christmas Masses. we 
are grateful for the generosity of so 
many then. If you were unable to be 
with us, please donate online (QR 
code at left) to ensure that the three 
programs addressing nutrition, 
health and education can continue. 

Or use the Jesuit Mission envelopes. Thank you for your 
continued and valuable support.

https://universalis.com/Australia/20210627/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/Australia/20211212/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/Australia/20220130/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/Australia/20220130/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/Australia/20220130/mass.htm


 Parish Calendar
Sun 30  Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mon 31 St John Bosco, priest 
Wed 2 The PresenTaTion of The Lord

Sat 5 St Agatha, virgin & martyr
Sun 6 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Word of God Sunday 
  and 1st Young Adult Mass: 6pm Sunday
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QR Code or  name&phone
Tue   Mass 7am
Wed   Mass 9am 
Thu   Mass 9am
Fri   Mass 12pm
Sat   Mass 9am

Bishops Synod ‘21-’23
Launched worldwide last year by 
the Pope in Rome, it first seeks 
what experience Church members 
have of ‘synodality’.

The parish needs catechists!
Can you be part of a small team to help prepare our 
children for the sacraments—training provided! This 
would prepare them  (and parents) for Reconcilia-
tion, Communion and Confirmation. Or, another gap 
to be filled is a lesson at the local primary school, 
currently done with Kindy but possibly negotiable.

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased:  Ivan George Reynolds, Gloria Fisher, COVID-19 victims (inc. many Jesuits).  

Anniversaries:  Pamela Shaughnessy, Werner Tervoert, Peter McCarthy, Tonko Madzo, Doug Jenkins.

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Peter and Joan Stowpiuk, Fr Ludwik Ryba SJ (Melb.), Bede Nichols, 

Andy Speir, Anne Nevill, Rinku Suzana, William Fothergill, Gek Jeavons, Michael Cole-
man, Mark Williams, Vance Velasco, John Harding, Paul Scharrer, Maurice Heading SJ, 
Jillian Wells, Alison Dudley, Marina Byron, Amanda Sinclair, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, Fr Peter Ma-
her, Wilhelmina van Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Anne O’Sullivan, 
Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria 
Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, 
Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald 
Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor, Covid-19 victims. 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 
or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

Young Adult Mass
Our first ‘Young Adult’ weekly mass is 
next Sunday 6th February at 6pm. This 
is coordinated by a small group led by 
Jess and Woody from our Parish Pastoral 
Council. Note, this is an additional mass, 
on Sunday, not the Saturday vigil mass. 
This celebration will be the springboard for 
other young adult opportunities.

Sacraments for children
Is your child in Year 3 or higher, and needs 
to make their first Holy Communion and 
Reconciliation? Or is still to be confirmed? 
[further info on our webpage linked here] 
Let us know by email! [email linked here]

Parish Pastoral Council
At its recent meeting, the PPC spent most of the 
time planning for 2022. These decisions were based 
on the Parish Plan which we launched in December 
last year. This plan is linked to the Jesuit Apostolic 
Priorities and the Archdiocesan Go Make Disciples 
outline.
Exciting arrangements are underway for a series of 
spirituality talks during the Lenten Season in March.

Ordinary Time (i)
From Baptism of the Lord until Lent.  
We are called to open ourselves to the Good News 
proclaimed through the themes of Luke’s gospel. 
In the RCIA, a time for catechumens to decide 
whether to proceed to baptism and full initiation.

‘Live’ masses
Where possible, we are continuing 
to zoom 6pm mass (click, or see our 
front page, left); videos sometimes 
only on Facebook later:
<facebook.com/StCanicesEliza-
bethBay/videos>.
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices
Next Week’s Readings:

6 February – 5th Ordinary Sunday 

First Reading:      Isaiah 6:1-8

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 15:1–11

Gospel:   Luke 5:1-11

Columbarium Restoration
In 2021 the niche covers in our Columbarium were 
cleaned and restored. This labour-intensive and very 
costly exercise aimed to fix what brass-cleaning 
products had caused. Every niche cover was re-
moved, hand-sanded back, and coated with a light 
lacquer to obviate further staining. To maintain 
this state, we ask you NOT to use any type of brass 
cleaner to polish the niche, as it can splash onto 
and stain nearby covers, as well as ruin the overall 
effect. The original plaques were intended to have an 
antique look and not be highly polished. For further 
information and advice, please do not hesitate to 
contact Lynelle on 9358 5229.

As a Jesuit Parish in Ignatius500:  
Following the call

For all people: the school 
of Ignatian prayer which can 
help us to reform or reshape 
our llves according to God’s 
dream for each of us. The 
Examen & Ignatius’ Spiritual 
Exercises are available to ev-
eryone. First Spiritual Exer-
cises are one place to start. 
Lay groups: Christian Life 
Community. Perhaps 50 
groups throughout Australia 
who meet regular to pray and 
reflect on their lives and who may undertake com-
mon action.
Religious groups: Ignatius founded the Jesuits (So-
ciety of Jesus) for Brothers and Priests, and wrote 
the Jesuit Constitutions. These have been the  touch-
stone for many orders, mostly women’s: in Australia, 
the Sisters of Charity (RSC), the Religious Sisters of 
the Sacred Heart (RSCJ), Loreto Sisters (IBVM) and 
the Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ).
Jesuits have been to the forefront in foreign mis-
sions, in education especially universities, and in the 
past 40 years, refugee work. They still have leaders 
in many fields of learning and the arts.
500 years since the conversion of Iñigo of Loyola

The Church is open to ALL for Mass. 
QR Code or sign in is mandatory. 

Masks are obligatory

Our RCIA program
During COVID people have thought more about re-
ligion. Someone you know may be wondering about 
becoming a Catholic. It’s a good time for enquirers! 
You may not be aware you know one…

News, depth, spirituality 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au> 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au> 
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au> 
Jesuit/Ignatian Spirituality– <jisa.org.au> 
Pope’s Intention Video–<thepopevideo.org/>
Catholic Weekly <www.catholicweekly.com.au> 

From the earliest times men like Archbishop 
Polding of Sydney opposed the legal fiction 
adopted by European settlers that this 
land was terra nullius – nobody’s country. 
He strongly pleaded for the rights of the 
Aboriginal inhabitants to keep the traditional 
lands on which their whole society depended. 
The Church still supports you today … what 
can now be done to remedy the deeds of 
yesterday must not be put off till tomorrow. 
… The establishment of a new society for 
Aboriginal people cannot go forward without 
just and mutually recognized agreements 
with regard to these human problems, 
even though their causes lie in the past.  
 Pope John Paul II, Alice Springs, 29/11/86.
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