ST CANICES LENT DISCUSSION GROUP MEETING SUNDAY 24 MARCH
2013

THE RESURRECTION

Reading
*Matthew ch 27:45-66 &ch 28, Mark ch 15:33-47 &ch 16, Luke ch 23:44-56 & ch 24
and John ch 20 & 21
* “Jesus, An Historical Approximation” (Pagola) ch 14 (attached)
* “Jesus of Nazareth” (Lohfink) ch18 (copies of the following parts attached)
The Flight of the Disciples
The Structure of the Easter Experience
The Empty Tomb
World —Altering Expectation
Glossary
“Eschatology”- see attached
“Soteriological’ (aspect of the resurrection)- the saving significance of what was
achieved in the resurrection of Jesus
“ Christological” (aspect of the resurrection)- having to do with Jesus own identity
and life
“Parousia”- visible coming of Christ

Some thoughts for discussion

*Exactly what was the resurrection?

*How was the resurrection interpreted by the early Christians?
*The empty tomb, fact or fiction?

* Would we have our Catholic faith today without the resurrection?
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290 Jesus of Nazareth

Galileans among them—have gone to Galilee. Why? Evidently because
they have fled there. But the angel’s words give their flight a positive
meaning: the disciples flee and seem thereby to have abandoned Jesus,
but in reality he is with them; he is even ahead of them. Precisely in the
place where they appear to have lost him forever they will find him: in
their home, in Galilee, when they have taken up their old occupations
once more.

So Mark 16:7 in particular seems to presume the flight of the disciples
to Galilee, and it is completely plausible. Jesus’ execution would have
had a shocking effect on his followers. As we have already seen, on the
basis of Deuteronomy 21:23, “being hanged on a tree” would have
seemed like God's judgment on Jesus. From that point of view the confu-
sion of Jesus” associates and the pell-mell flight of the group of Twelve
is easily understood. In addition, it was completely possible at the outset
that the inner circle of disciples was threatened with a fate similar to that
of Jesus himself. What was more likely than that the Galileans would
return to Galilee? There they could feel safe; in Galilee they were far
enough from the Sanhedrin’s grasp.

The Beginning of the Appearances

One of the surest indicators of the flight of the Galilean disciples to
their home country is, in fact, the phenomenon that the appearances to
Peter and the Twelve did not take place in Jerusalem but in Galilee. [t is
true that the gospels give a contradictory picture in this regard: Mark
16:7 announces that the first appearance will be in Galilee, and Matthew
28:16-20 tells of the first appearance to the Eleven, which for him is a
summary of all appearances, and locates it in Galilee. Luke, in contrast,
places all the appearances in or near Jerusalem. But in doing so he betrays
an obvious theological intention: for Luke, Jerusalem is a symbol of the
continuity between the time of Jesus and the time of the church.? There-
fore he omits the angel’s order, according to which the disciples should
go to Galilee, even though he read it in Mark, which he was using as a
model.* According to Luke the disciples were to remain in the city (Luke
24:49). He thus says nothing about the Galilean appearances, which very
certainly played as great a role in the tradition as did the accounts of
appearances in Jerusalem.

John also locates the appearances in Jerusalem, but in this he appears
to be directly or indirectly dependent on Luke. Finally, we are faced with
the striking phenomenon that chapter 21, an addition to John's gospel,
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Eschatology

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Eschatology w'/ esks toladsi/ (from the Greek — e
gayatoc/éoyatn/éoyatov, eschatos/eschaté/eschaton meaning '
"last" and -logy meaning "the study of", first used in English
around 1550)!" is a part of theology, physics, philosophy, and
futurology concerned with what are believed to be the final
events of history, the ultimate destiny of humanity — commonly

referred to as the "end of the world" or "end time" [

The Oxford English Dictionary defines eschatology as "The
department of theological science concerned with ‘the four last
things: death, judgement, heaven and hell’.""]

In the context of mysticism, the phrase refers metaphorically to
the end of ordinary reality and reunion with the Divine. In many
religions it is taught as an existing future event prophesied in

sacred texts or folklore. More broadly, eschatology may ST
encompass related concepts such as the Messiah or Messianic Four Horsemen of the
Age, the end time, and the end of days. - Apocalypse, by Albrecht Diirer.

History is often divided into "ages" (Gk. acons), an age being a time period with certain
commonalities. One age comes to an end and a new age, where different realities are present, begins.
When such transitions from one age to another are the subject of eschatological discussion, the
phrase, "end of the world", is replaced by "end of the age”, "end of an era", or "end of life as we
know it". Much apocalyptic fiction does not deal with the "end of time" but rather with the end of a
certain period of time, the end of life as it is now, and the beginning of a new period of time. It is
usually a crisis that brings an end to current reality and ushers in a new way of living / thinking /
being. This crisis may take the form of the intervention of a deity in history, a war, a change in the

environment or the reaching of a new level of consciousness.

Most modern eschatology and apocalypticism, both religious and secular, involves the violent
disruption or destruction of the world, whereas Christian and Jewish eschatologies view the end
times as the consummation or perfection of God's creation of the world. For example, according to
ancient Hebrew belief, life takes a linear (and not cyclical) path; the world began with God and is
constantly headed toward God’s final goal for creation, which is the world to come.

Eschatologies vary as to their degree of optimism or pessimism about the future (and in some
eschatologies, conditions are better for some and worse for others, e.g. "heaven and hell").
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