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Mass Times 
Sunday– 8:30am and 10:30am 
Tuesday to Friday– 7:00am 
Saturday– 9.00am  Vigil- 6:00pm 
Public Holidays– 9:00am 
 
 
Reconciliation 
Before Vigil and Sunday Masses or on  
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Anointing  
As requested - please contact the  
Parish Office  
 
 
Healing Mass  
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otherwise by request 

Epiphany  

In July, during my time in the Holy Land, I visited Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity 
where a silver star marks the spot where Jesus is said to have been born.  The Star of 
Bethlehem lies with tinseled angels on top of our Christmas trees.  It is embossed on 
countless greeting cards and it has come to be one of the great symbols of the Nativity 

story. 

For Matthew, the appearance of the star at the time of Jesus’ birth and the way it 
guided the Magi to where he lay is an impressive confirmation of Jesus’ messianic 
status.  If it did occur, it would indeed be that, and it would also authenticate Matthew’s 

reliability as historically accurate biographer. 

No wonder then that a fierce debate rages among the scholars over what the star might 
have been.  Was it a planet like Jupiter, a supernova (an exploding star), a couple of 
meteors, or something else?  Perhaps it was a miraculous body and therefore beyond 

scientific scrutiny?  Or should it simply be regarded as mythical? 

Many scripture scholars support the historicity of the account for several reasons: the 
biographical genre of Matthew; the compatibility of Matthew’s narrative with the Roman 
historian Josephus’ account of Herod’s final years; the fact that if features astrologers 

(despised by Jews and Christians so unlikely to be protagonists in fabricated story). 

As we approach the child this year with our doubts, fears and pains, may we find the 
comfort of kneeling space in the straw with the Magi, whoever they were and however 

they got there. 

Fr. Chris 

Please note there will be NO MORNING MASSES this coming week -  

Monday 7th January to Friday 11th January.   

Fr Chris and Fr Gaetan are both on leave. 

http://www.stcanice.com.au
mailto:parish@stcanice.com.au


Entrance Antiphon:   

Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and kingship is in his grasp, and power and domination.  

Entrance Hymn:  No 287 (Gather) O Come All Ye Faithful 

Opening Prayer:   

O God, who on this day revealed your Only Begotten Son to the nations by the guidance of a star, grant in your mercy, 

that we, who know you already by faith, may be brought to behold the beauty of your sublime glory. 

First Reading:  Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you!  For darkness shall cover the earth, 

and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.  Nations shall come 

to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they 

come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  Then you 

shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the 

wealth of the nations shall come to you.  A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

all those from Sheba shall come.  They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.  The 

Word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 71:1-2, 7-8, 10-13 

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

Second Reading:  Ephesians 3: 2-3, 5-6 

Surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was 

made known to me by revelation.  In former generations this mystery was not made known to humanity as it has now 

been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of 

the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel..  The Word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Matthew 2:2 

Alleluia, alleluia!  We have seen his star in the East; and have come to adore the Lord.  Alleluia! 

Gospel:   Matthew 2: 1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusa-

lem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  For we observed his star at its rising, and have 

come to pay him homage”.  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling to-

gether all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  They told 

him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by 

no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”  Then 

Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.  Then he sent 

them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 

may also go and pay him homage”.  When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

knelt down and paid him homage.  Then, opening their treasure chests, They offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.  The 

Gospel of the Lord.   

Offertory Hymn:    No 299 (Gather) We Three Kings of Orient Are 

Communion Antiphon:   

We have seen his star in the East, and have come with gifts to adore the Lord. 

Reflection Hymn:   No 298 (Gather) The First Nowell 

Recessional:    No 409 (Gather) Praise the Lord, You Heavens, Adore Him 
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Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations 

12/13 Jan Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am 

Greeters A. Hurst C. Coggins G. Losurdo 

Readers A. Hurst B. Campbell B. McSoriley 

Ministers of 
the 

Eucharist 
As available 

B. Clulow 
M. Musgrave 

M. Woodburne 
S. Woodburne 

As available 

Parish Calendar 

Mon - Fri, 7 - 11 Jan NO MASSES 

Sat, 12 Jan 
NO 9am MASS 
Mass:  6pm 

Sun, 13 Jan Mass:  8.30am, 10.30am 

Next Week’s Readings: 
12/13 Jan 

First Reading: 

Isaiah 40: 1-5, 9-11 

Second Reading: 

Titus 2: 11-14; 3:4-7 

Gospel: 

Luke 3: 2-4, 15-16, 21-22 

R emembering those who have gone before us... 
Recently Deceased:  Fachtna De Siun-Young, Patricia Craker 

Anniversaries: Murial Hardwick, Dan O’Brien  
 

L et Us Pray For... 
Recently ill:  Elizabeth Strutt, Thomas Perryman, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, 

Clive Adams, Kevin Carter, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Rosheen 
O’Hare, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Yvonne Nobbs, Lisa Powell, Tony Mus-
grave, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, 

Joan Agbor 
 

If there is someone who you would like the parish to pray for, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or email 

lynelle@stcanice.com.au.  Please note if asking for someone to be included on the sick list you must have their permission for their 

name to be published in the bulletin. 

T HANK YOU to everyone who donated to the 

Railaco leaving collection at our Christmas Masses.  

To date we have raised $6200.  All funds will be used to 

support the Railaco Jesuit Mission humanitarian services 

which ensure children continue to receive a nutritious 

meal, families see a doctor and students receive the best 

secondary education. 

If you would like to make a donation please complete the forms available at the back of the church or on the 

church pews and return to the parish office. 

 

A  MESSAGE FROM ELIZABETH STRUTT:  As most of you would be aware Elizabeth hasn't 

been well and spent some time in hospital in the lead up to Christmas.  You will be pleased to know 

she is on the mend and after spending some time with her daughter Allison will be returning home some time 

this week.  Elizabeth passes on her sincere thanks to those who visited her in hospital and to everyone for 

their prayers and well wishes. 



Sharing our stories……. 

Lourdes Jacobs 

Born: Goa, State of India on 23/09/1926 (according to passport) and was two 

weeks old when the family moved to New Delhi.  She was raised by step  

parents and had a step sister ‘Toots’.  She was a helper at home and looked 

after sick family members and the children. 

When the parents passed away Lourdes was sent to live with Mother Theresa. 

There she looked after the street children and has very fond memories of that 

special time.  A priest later found a position for Lourdes as a live-in nanny/

housekeeper for an Australian couple working in India.  This couple and family 

loved her and brought Lourdes to Australia in the 1970’s; Lourdes is still fond 

of her ‘Aussie children’. 

Lourdes met up with an Indian/English friend Cliff who had two sons living in 

England.  She and Cliff married.  Lourdes still communicates with his son in 

England though Cliff and one son have passed.  Lourdes never lost her love of 

children and minded many over the years. 

Lourdes was also talented as a seamstress, pottery maker, leather worker and 

cook.  She loved entertaining people at home…and is renowned for her  

famous lemon pickles and vegetable chutney.  Her love and passion ‘for the 

markets’ to buy and sell goods is still strong. 

She is a meticulous ‘fashionista’, is always stylish, colour coordinated and 

stunning, consistently outshines many of us.  She is also a lover of Church  

traditions.  She never misses ‘Walking through the Cross…following the Cross 

every Good Friday’ …dressed impeccably in smart shoes with at least 3cm 

heels and stockings pushing her walker frame (which in the past carried small 

children who found the walk too difficult). 

Lourdes is now resident at Elizabeth Lodge...she is very popular there…and 

remains (I believe) the terror of King’s Cross! 

Lourdes is always smiling though has much pain.  She is a small beautiful 

woman with huge faith and unwavering love of God.  She is devout, honest, 

fun, humble, loving, sometimes mischievous and cares for all.  She loves the 

Eucharist and Mass.  She is a friend to everyone and an exceptional member 

of the St. Canice Family.  We all love her and are greatly enriched and blessed 

to journey with her. 

'History' from her carer/advocate Geoff Sharpe 

14th December 2018 


