
2 June 2019 Ascension of the Lord - Year C 

Catholic Parish of St Canice 
We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.  

Pope’s Intention for June: 

That priests, through the modesty and humility of their lives, commit themselves 

actively to a solidarity with those who are most poor. 

This month Pope Francis asks us to pray for an intention that has been close to his 
heart since he first became Pope.  He wants us to pray for priests because their 
place in the life of the Church at every level in local congregations is so vital.  He 
wants us to pray specifically that their attitudes and way of living be modelled on 
Jesus, who lived simply, focused on what mattered and loved to be with people who 

were poor and neglected.  

In many of his talks to priests Pope Francis contrasts this way of life to 
clericalism.  By this he means an attitude that emphasises the distance between 
priests and laypeople. It makes central to Catholic life obedience to the detailed 
laws, customs and beliefs of the Church, and sees the Church as the biggest and 
only show in town. Pope Francis believes that priests’ business it to bring the 
message of Jesus to people at the edge of the Church and society. They are 

servants and not bosses  

For Pope Francis this matters because to be a Christian is to be a follower of Jesus 
called to bring the attractiveness and strength of the Gospel to people at the 
margins. Priests are called to lead and encourage the people to do this, not to hide 

the treasure of the Gospel in a locked church. 

His intention makes clear what he hopes for in priests: modesty and 
humility.  Modesty is a personal style that prefers to listen rather than to speak, and 
sees the church community as a ‘we together’ and not as a ‘me over you’. Modesty 

looks up to the people on the edge of church and not down at them.   

Humility means standing on the ground of the reality of ourselves, not on an inflated 
image of ourselves. The reality is that we are sinners whom God loves and calls 
each day to follow Jesus. If we see ourselves as weak human beings captured by 
God’s overwhelming love, it will be impossible to see ourselves as superior to others 
or to see others as unloved by God. Going out to people who are poor and are 
regarded by the comfortable as a waste of space reminds us of God’s love and of 

who we are.  

Pope Francis’ ideal is very high, not only for priests but for all Christians. It is a gift, 
and we should be grateful that we find this gift among priests as often as we do, and 
pray that it may grow deeper, not simply among priests but in the church as a 
whole. It is easy to curse the darkness and blame those who live there. It is better to 
thank God for the candles who give light in the dark night of the church, and so to 
encourage the priests whom we see going beyond the borders of church to walk 
with people are on the edge.  The best way to help priests do this, of course, is for 

us to invite them to walk with us as we go there.   

Andrew Hamilton SJ. 

Parish Directory 
St Canice Parish 
28 Roslyn Street, Elizabeth Bay  
NSW 2011 
 
Tel:   9358 5229    
Website:   www.stcanice.org.au 
Email:   parish@stcanice.com.au  
 
Parish Priest  
Paul Fyfe SJ 
paulfyfesj@gmail.com  
 
Assistant Priest 
Gaetan Pereira SJ 
gtnpereira@gmail.com 
 
Parish Manager: 
Lynelle Lembryk 
9358 5229 
lynelle@stcanice.com.au 
 
 
 
Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council 
Sue Wittenoom 
swittenoom@gmail.com  
 
 
Director JRS 
Carolina Gottardo 
carolina.gottardo@jrs.org.au   
 
Jesuit Refugee Service - Australia 
www.jrs.org.au 
9356 3888 
 
Jesuit Mission (National Office) 
www.jesuitmission.org.au 
 
 
Mass Times 
Sunday– 8:30am and 10:30am 
Tuesday to Friday– 7:00am 
Saturday– 9.00am  Vigil- 6:00pm 
Public Holidays– 9:00am 
 
 
Reconciliation 
Before Vigil and Sunday Masses or on  
request 
 
 
Anointing  
As requested - please contact the  
Parish Office  
 
 
Healing Mass  
11:00am - First Friday of each month 
otherwise by request 

http://www.stcanice.com.au
mailto:parish@stcanice.com.au


Entrance Antiphon 
Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens? This Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven will return as you saw 
him go, alleluia. 

Entrance Hymn:  No 361 (Gather) Jesus Christ is Risen Today  

Opening Prayer   
Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who believe that your Only Begotten Son, our Redeemer, ascended this day to the 
heavens, may in spirit dwell already in heavenly realms.  Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11  
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken 
up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  After his suffering he pre-
sented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom 
of God.  While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father.  
"This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now."  So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?"  He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them.  They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven?  This Jesus, who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."  The word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm:   Ps 46:2-3, 6-9  
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:  a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23  
For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered into heaven itself, 
now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.  Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the 
Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own; for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the foun-
dation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself.  
And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the 
sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.  Therefore, my 
friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for 
us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach 
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water.  Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful.  The word of 
the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Matthew 28:19, 20  
Alleluia, alleluia!  Go and teach all people my gospel.  I am with you always, until the end of the world.  Alleluia! 

Gospel: Luke 24:46-53  
Jesus said to the disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you that everything written about me 
in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled."  Then he opened their minds to understand the scrip-
tures, and he said to them, 'Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  You are wit-
nesses to these things.  "And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high."  Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.  
While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.  And they worshipped him, and returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy;  and they were continually in the temple blessing God.  The Gospel of the Lord. 

Offertory Hymn: No 371 (Gather) Allelulia! Sing to Jesus 

Communion Antiphon 
Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age, alleluia. 

Reflection Hymn:  No 420 (Gather) All the Ends of the Earth 

Recessional:  No 411 (Gather) Holy God, We Praise Your Name                                          © Copyright Liturgy Brisbane 
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Parish Calendar  

Sun, 2nd June 
Lesson 2, First Holy Communion, Hall, 9.30am 

Meditation Base Camp, Church 6pm 

Tues, 4th June 
First Spiritual Exercise Retreat – Inner Peace in Divine Love 
Church, 6 - 7.15pm 

Fri, 7th June Healing Mass, Church, 11am 

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations 

8/9 June Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am 

Greeters A. Hurst C. Coggins G. Losurdo 

Readers J. Higgins M. Musgrave B. McSoriley 

Ministers of 
the 

Eucharist 
As available 

B. Campbell 
B. Clulow 

C. Coggins 

T. Hunt 

As available 

Next Week’s Readings: 
8/9 June 2019 

First Reading: 

Acts 2:1-11  

Second Reading: 

Romans 8:8-17  

Gospel: 

John 14:15-16, 23-26  

R emembering those who have gone before us... 
Recently Deceased:  Kevin Walsh, Pat Filyk 

Anniversaries:  Gertrude Mary Brennan, GP Holroyd Hardwick, Dr John Patrick Brien 
 

L et Us Pray For... 
Recently ill:  Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams,  

Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Rosheen O’Hare, Ruby Naidu, Sandra 

Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Tony Musgrave, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, 

Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor 
If there is someone who you would like the parish to pray for, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or email 

Lynelle@stcanice.com.au.   

Please note if asking for someone to be included on the sick list you must have their permission for their name to be published in the bulletin. 

Liturgical Minister Meeting:  Fr Paul would like the opportunity to meet parishioners who are  

currently working in various ministry roles.  He would like to hear how we can better minister in our 

church.  We are providing 2 opportunities to meet with Fr Paul - Sunday 16th June @ 9.30am and 

Wednesday 20th June @ 6.30pm.  If you would like to come along please let Lynelle know in the 

parish office - lynelle@stcanice.com.au 

St Canice’s Kitchen Kings Cross Market Stall - 15th June 2019:  St Canice’s is holding  

another stall on Saturday 15th June.  We would love some people to join us to help out on the day –  

simply talking to people who show an interest in what we do or receipting donations and sale of mer-

chandise.  Various shift times are available between 8am and 2pm.  If you are interested in helping 

out please contact Carrie at the parish office on 9358 5229 or carrie@stcanice.com.au 

Otherwise we’d love you to stop by and say hello. 



Parish Notices 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been abused, 
please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office  

at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.  

The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

National Reconciliation Week (27 May to 3 June) 

These dates commemorate two significant milestones in the  

reconciliation journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the 

High Court Mabo decision respectively. It is a time for all  

Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures, and 

achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to 

achieving reconciliation in Australia. 

Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Aus-

tralians as we move forward. At the heart of reconciliation is the re-

lationship between the broader Australian community and Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander peoples. To foster  

positive race relations, our relationship must be grounded in a foun-

dation of truth. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have long called for a 

comprehensive process of truth-telling about Australia’s  

colonial history. Our nation’s past is reflected in the present, and will 

continue to play out in future unless we heal historical wounds. 

Whether you’re engaging in challenging conversations or  

unlearning and relearning what you know, this journey requires all of 

us to walk together with courage. This National  

Reconciliation Week, we invite Australians from all backgrounds to 

contribute to our national movement towards a unified future. 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (2 – 9 June) 

The theme in 2019, articulated by the Christians of Indonesia, is 

“Justice, and only justice you shall pursue” (Deuteronomy 16.18-20) 

Every year Christians across the world gather in prayer for growth in unity. We do this in a world where corruption, greed 
and injustice bring about inequality and division. Ours is a united prayer in a fractured world: this is powerful. However, as 
individual Christians and communities, we are often complicit with injustice, and yet we are called together to form a unit-
ed witness for justice and to be a means of Christ's healing grace for the brokenness of the world. 
 

Prayer: 
God, our Sustainer, 

we praise you for your loving kindness, 
for upholding us in times of trial, and showing us your light in times of darkness. 

Transform our lives so that we may be a blessing for others. 
Help us to live unity in diversity as a witness to your communion, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God,  

now and forever. Amen. 
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