
11 May 2019  4th Sunday of Easter - Year C 

Catholic Parish of St Canice 
We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.  

A bunch of dedicated days we celebrate this week invites us to reflect on the need 
for diversity in our world. Focussing on the work of bees and their place in our 

environment can highlight the importance of cultural and biological diversity. 

In such diversity we recognise the blessing of difference. If we long for a world that 
abolishes real differences and worships sameness, we put ourselves at risk. In 
Christchurch we recently saw how destructive fear of cultural diversity can be. Many 
Muslim people were killed; someone who hungered for a world without space for 
Muslims devastated their families and community. In Australia we can find similar 
examples of resistance to people who are different, whether they be Indigenous, 
Jewish, mentally ill, Muslim, seeking protection, unemployed, with a criminal record, 
and so on. On the foundations of such discrimination a tower of hatred is easily 
built. And the possibilities offered to a society by human diversity leach away. The 
vulnerable young people whom we serve at Jesuit Social Services have often 
experienced this disregard, because they are seen as different in so many ways. A 
large part of our accompaniment of them is to make them feel welcome and blessed 

in their difference.  

The threat to biological diversity arises largely out of the desire for short-term profit. 
For example, mining companies devastate forests and pollute streams. We notice 
the immediate effects on human life in the affected areas, but the consequent direct 
and indirect destruction of species can escape notice. Mixed farms with their 
diversity of plant and insect life in fields and hedges give way to massive farms 
sown with homogeneous seeds and fertilisers from a single source. These yield a 
higher crop and higher profit for the agricultural corporations, but the loss of variety 

has unforeseeable results.  

In both cases the desire to eradicate diversity arises from a failure to recognise the 
importance of interlocking relationships both in human society and in the biological 
world. The deeper and the broader the relationships within the human community, 
the richer and more creative the human society that arises from it. Similarly in the 
biological world, the health of the environment depends on the subtle 
interrelationships between plants, insects, birds, animals, microorganisms, water 
and soil, heat and cold that cannot be exhaustively mapped. Where those 

relationships are stressed at any point, the effects are felt across the whole network.  

We can, however, imagine these effects in the health of bees. We human beings 
may value bees because they produce honey, but perhaps also because in taking 
and leaving pollen as they work their way from flower to flower they propagate the 
plants and ensure the growth of seed. Without bees orchards and woodlands would 
be less fruitful and varied. Without the alighting and leaving and murmur of 
innumerable bees gardens would become less delightful to walk in. If pesticides on 
the flowers affect the bees, they will diminish. In turn the survival of the plants 
themselves—and of all that depend on them—becomes more precarious. That is a 

parable of our world.                                                                    Andrew Hamilton SJ 
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Entrance Antiphon 

The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; by the word of the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia. 

Entrance Hymn:  No 365 (Gather) Christ is Alive!  With Joy We Sing  

Opening Prayer   

Almighty ever-living God, lead us to a share in the joys of heaven, so that the humble flock may reach where the 

brave Shepherd has gone before.  Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever.   

First Reading: Acts 13:14, 43-52 

Paul and Barnabas went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia.  On the sabbath day they went into the syna-

gogue and sat down.  When the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism 

followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them and urged them to continue in the grace of God.  The next sabbath 

almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord.  But when the Jewish officials saw the crowds, they were 

filled with jealousy; and blaspheming, they contradicted what was spoken by Paul.  Then both Paul and Barnabas 

spoke out boldly, saying, "It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken first to you.  Since you reject it 

and judge yourselves to be unworthy of eternal life, we are now turning to the Gentiles.  For so the Lord has com-

manded us, saying, 'I have set you to be a light for the Gentiles, so that you may bring salvation to the ends of the 

earth."'  When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and praised the word of the Lord; and as many as had been 

destined for eternal life became believers.  Thus the word of the Lord spread throughout the region.  But the officials 

incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, and stirred up persecution against Paul 

and Barnabas, and drove them out of their region.  So they shook the dust off their feet in protest against them, and 

went to Iconium.  And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.  The word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 99:1-3, 5 

We are his people, the sheep of his flock.  

Second Reading: Revelation 7:9, 14-17  

After this I, John, looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes 

and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in 

their hands.  And one of the elders then said to me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they 

have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  "For this reason they are before the throne 

of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.  

"They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at 

the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe 

away every tear from their eyes."  The word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation:  John 10:14 

Alleluia, alleluia!  I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my sheep, and mine know me.  Alleluia! 

Gospel: John 10:27-30 

Jesus said: "My sheep hear my voice.  I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never 

perish.  No one will snatch them out of my hand.  What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one 

can snatch it out of the Father's hand.  The Father and I are one."  The Gospel of the Lord. 

Offertory Hymn: No 473 (Gather) The Lord’s My Shepherd  

Communion Antiphon 

The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his life for his sheep and willingly died for his flock, alleluia. 

Reflection Hymn:  No 462 (Gather) Love Is His Word  

Recessional:  No 361 (Gather) Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  
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Parish Calendar  

Tues, 14th May 
First Spiritual Exercise Retreat – Inner Peace in Divine Love 

Church, 6 - 7.15pm 

Sat, 25th May Mass Celebration of the life of Chris Gration, Church, 6pm 

Sun, 26th May Lesson 1, First Holy Communion, Hall, 9.30am 

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations 

18/19 May Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am 

Greeters J. Freckman C. Coggins G. Losurdo 

Readers A. Weeks S. Barnes A. Ritchie 

Ministers of 
the 

Eucharist 
As available 

S. Buckingham 
B. Clulow 
T. Hunt 

1 other as  
available 

As available 

Next Week’s Readings: 
18/19 May 2019 

First Reading: 

Acts 14:21-27 

Second Reading: 

Revelation 21:1-5 

Gospel: 

John 13:31-35 

R emembering those who have gone before us... 
Recently Deceased:  Pat Filyk, Sr Sharon Fitzgerald, David Price 

Anniversaries:  Ross Jones, Elizabeth Johnson, Leon Toohey, Jean & Ted Sykes 
 

L et Us Pray For... 
Recently ill:  Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Di Stewart, 

Lourdes Jacobs, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Rosheen O’Hare, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, 

Omar Soliman, Tony Musgrave, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, 

Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor 
If there is someone who you would like the parish to pray for, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or email Lynelle@stcanice.com.au.  Please 

note if asking for someone to be included on the sick list you must have their permission for their name to be published in the bulletin. 

Charitable Works Fund 2019 Pastoral Appeal 
THIS weekend we will be holding the Charitable Works Fund (CWF) Pastoral Appeal.   

The parish levy for the May appeal is $10,325.   
Any shortfall in reaching this levy must be paid by parish funds. 

Donations can be made by one of the following methods: 

 Using the CWF appeal envelope in your planned giving envelope box 

 Using one of the CWF envelopes available on the pews or at the back of the church 

 Visiting the CWF website  https://www.cwf.org.au/ to donate securely by credit card  -  

please remember to nominate St Canice’s as your parish as this helps reduce paid by Parish funds.   

To find out more, phone 1800 753 959 or email cwf@sydneycatholic.org  Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible  

WEEKDAY MASSES:   

There will be NO weekday Masses (ie Tuesday- Friday 7am and Saturday 9am)  

until Thursday 23rd May. 

https://www.cwf.org.au/


A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been abused, 
please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity  

Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.  

The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

The Last Word 

As I write to you for the last time, I wish to thank you all for your warm support and best wishes expressed so  

wonderfully to me last Sunday in the hall and in your notes and phone calls. 

Thanks to all who came to celebrate this joyous parish occasion and to all who donated their time and talents in 

organising it. 

I know I leave you in capable hands; may you continue to flourish and prosper as a community of faithful, loving  

pilgrims, open to all who see the Lord. 

Until we meet again, 

Peace and blessings 

Chris Jenkins SJ 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

