
19 May 2019 5th Sunday of Easter - Year C 

Catholic Parish of St Canice 
We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.  

Days: May 21 – Bees, 22 – Cultural Diversity, 23 – Biological Diversity 

A bunch of dedicated days we celebrate this week invites us to reflect on the need 
for diversity in our world. Focussing on the work of bees and their place in our 

environment can highlight the importance cultural and biological diversity. 

In such diversity we recognise the blessing of difference. If we long for a world that 
abolishes real differences and worships sameness, we put ourselves at risk. In 
Christchurch we recently saw how destructive fear of cultural diversity can be. Many 
Muslim people were killed; someone who hungered for a world without space for 
Muslims devastated their families and community. In Australia we can find similar 
examples of resistance to people who are different, whether they be Indigenous, 
Jewish, mentally ill, Muslim, seeking protection, unemployed, with a criminal record, 
and so on. On the foundations of such discrimination a tower of hatred is easily 
built. And the possibilities offered to a society by human diversity leach away. The 
vulnerable young people whom we serve at Jesuit Social Services have often 
experienced this disregard, because they are seen as different in so many ways. A 
large part of our accompaniment of them is to make them feel welcome and blessed 

in their difference.  

The threat to biological diversity arises largely out of the desire for short-term profit. 
For example, mining companies devastate forests and pollute streams. We notice 
the immediate effects on human life in the affected areas, but the consequent direct 
and indirect destruction of species can escape notice. Mixed farms with their 
diversity of plant and insect life in fields and hedges give way to massive farms 
sown with homogeneous seeds and fertilisers from a single source. These yield a 
higher crop and higher profit for the agricultural corporations, but the loss of variety 

has unforeseeable results.  

In both cases the desire to eradicate diversity arises from a failure to recognise the 
importance of interlocking relationships both in human society and in the biological 
world. The deeper and the broader the relationships within the human community, 
the richer and more creative the human society that arises from it. Similarly in the 
biological world, the health of the environment depends on the subtle 
interrelationships between plants, insects, birds, animals, microorganisms, water 
and soil, heat and cold that cannot be exhaustively mapped. Where those 

relationships are stressed at any point, the effects are felt across the whole network.  

We can, however, imagine these effects in the health of bees. We human beings 
may value bees because they produce honey, but perhaps also because in taking 
and leaving pollen as they work their way from flower to flower they propagate the 
plants and ensure the growth of seed. Without bees orchards and woodlands would 
be less fruitful and varied. Without the alighting and leaving and murmur of 
innumerable bees gardens would become less delightful to walk in. If pesticides on 
the flowers affect the bees, they will diminish. In turn the survival of the plants 
themselves—and of all that depend on them—becomes more precarious. That is a 

parable of our world.  

Andrew Hamilton SJ 
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Entrance Antiphon 

O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has worked wonders; in the sight of the nations he has shown his deliverance, 

alleluia. 

Entrance Hymn:  No 414 (Gather) Sing a New Song  

Opening Prayer   

Almighty ever-living God, constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery within us, that those you were pleased to make 

new in Holy Baptism may, under your protective care, bear much fruit and come to the joys of life eternal.  Through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. 

First Reading: Acts 14:21-27 

Paul and Barnabas went back through Lystra and Iconium to Antioch. They put fresh heart into the disciples, encour-

aging them to persevere in the faith. 'We all have to experience many hardships' they said 'before we enter the king-

dom of God.' In each of these churches they appointed elders, and with prayer and fasting they commended them to 

the Lord in whom they had come to believe.  They passed through Pisidia and reached Pamphylia. Then after pro-

claiming the word at Perga they went down to Attalia and from there sailed for Antioch, where they had originally 

been commended to the grace of God for the work they had now completed.  On their arrival they assembled the 

church and gave an account of all that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith to the pa-

gans.  The word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 144:8-13  

 I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God.  

Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-5  

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; the first heaven and the first earth had disappeared now, and there was 

no longer any sea. I saw the holy city, and the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, as beautiful as 

a bride all dressed for her husband. Then I heard a loud voice call from the throne, 'You see this city? Here God lives 

among men. He will make his home among them; they shall be his people, and he will be their God; his name is God-

with-them. He will wipe away all tears from their eyes; there will be no more death, and no more mourning or sad-

ness. The world of the past has gone.'  Then the One sitting on the throne spoke: 'Now I am making the whole of cre-

ation new'.  The word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation:  John 13:34 

Alleluia, alleluia!  I give you a new commandment: love one another as I have loved you.  Alleluia! 

Gospel: John 13:31-35  

Before the festival of the Passover; Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Fa-

ther.  Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  During the supper; when Judas had 

gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  If God has been 

glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.  "Little children, I am with you only a 

little longer.  I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should 

love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."   

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Offertory Hymn: No 206 (Gather) Christians Let Us Love One Another  

Communion Antiphon 

I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord.  Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit in plen-

ty, alleluia. 

Reflection Hymn:  No 463 (Gather) Love Divine, All Love Excelling  

Recessional:  No 447 (Gather) We Walk By Faith  
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Parish Calendar  

Tues, 21st May 
First Spiritual Exercise Retreat – Inner Peace in Divine Love 

Church, 6 - 7.15pm 

Sat, 25th May Mass Celebration of the life of Chris Gration, Church, 6pm 

Sun, 26th May 
Lesson 1, First Holy Communion, Hall, 9.30am 

Meditation Base Camp, Church 6pm 

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations 

25/26 May Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am 

Greeters H. Campbell S. Barnes G. Losurdo 

Readers A. Hurst B. Clulow 
P. Campbell-

Hardwick 

Ministers of 
the 

Eucharist 
As available 

T. Hunt 
M. Musgrave 

2 others as available 
 As available  

Next Week’s Readings: 
25/26 May 2019 

First Reading: 

Acts 15:1-2, 22-29  

Second Reading: 

Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23  

Gospel: 

John 14:23-29  

R emembering those who have gone before us... 
Recently Deceased:  Kevin Walsh, Pat Filyk, Sr Sharon Fitzgerald, David Price 

Anniversaries:  GP Holroyd Hardwick, Dr John Patrick Brien, Ross Jones, Elizabeth Johnson 
 

L et Us Pray For... 
Recently ill:  Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Di 

Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Rosheen O’Hare, Ruby Naidu, Sandra 

Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Tony Musgrave, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, 

Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor 
If there is someone who you would like the parish to pray for, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or email 

Lynelle@stcanice.com.au.   

Please note if asking for someone to be included on the sick list you must have their permission for their name to be published in the bulletin. 

RIP Kevin Walsh 

Long-time and much loved ex-parishioner of St Canice’s, 

Kevin Walsh died on 17th May in Canberra. Amongst his 

many contributions to the parish was his researching and 

writing a history of St Canice’s. (Our parish webpage tells 

the story. https://www.stcanice.org.au/about-us/parish-

history/ )  

Kevin also conceived the script for the celebrated Son et 

Lumière presentation staged to farewell Fr Steve Sinn in 

2011. 

Kevin enters eternal life with his beloved  wife Margaret, 

who died in 2016. +RIP 

Gerard and Patricia Brennan congratulate Kevin on 
his Son et Lumiere Presenation for the Fr Steve  

Farewell in 2011 



Parish Notices 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been abused, 
please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity  

Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.  

The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

 

Reminder:  Mass to celebrate our friendship with Chris Gration:  
Next Saturday 25th May @ 6pm Mass.  We extend an open invitation to those 

friends of Chris Gration who would like to celebrate his time with us here at St 

Canice’s.  Please feel very welcome to join us in the spiritual home that Chris loved 

for a celebratory Mass with music.  Fr. Steve Sinn SJ will lead us in remembering 

Chris.  Please also stay to reminisce and partake in a light supper afterwards. 

Where:  St Canice Church:  28 Roslyn St, Rushcutters Bay  NSW  2011 

When:  Saturday 25th May @ 6pm 

RSVP:  Wednesday 22nd May.   

Email lynelle@stcanice.com.au or ph 0403 795 381 

(We ask that you RSVP simply for catering purposes for the supper afterwards.) 

 

Bulletin Notices: If you have a notice that you would like included in the parish bulletin we ask that you notify 

Lynelle in the parish office no later than 4pm Wednesday as the bulletin is often printed on a Thursday.  This also 

applies to names that you would like included in the recently deceased, anniversary or sick list.  Any notices received 

after that time will be included in the following weeks bulletin.  Thank you for your assistance. 

 

David’s Place - 20th Anniversary - Open Day: David’s Place is an inner-city community that provides a safe, 

easy, and loving space for homeless and marginalised people and their friends is celebrating its twentieth  

anniversary at 1pm Saturday week, 25 May, at its monthly Mass and BBQ in the demountable behind St Canice’s in 

Kings Cross.  New friends needed and welcomed. Further details on our website or contact Paul and Judi Taylor 

(0412949862) or  Jenny Gribble after Mass.   

Charitable Works Fund 2019 Pastoral Appeal 
THIS weekend we will be once again holding the Charitable Works Fund (CWF) Pastoral Appeal.   

The parish levy for the May appeal is $10,325.   
Last week we raised $825 towards our levy and still have a long way to go.  If you are able to donate it would be 

very much appreciated.  Any shortfall in reaching this levy must be paid by parish funds. 

Donations can be made by one of the following methods: 

 Using the CWF appeal envelope in your planned giving envelope box 

 Using one of the CWF envelopes available on the pews or at the back of the church 

 Visiting the CWF website  https://www.cwf.org.au/ to donate securely by credit card  -  please remember to 

nominate St Canice’s as your parish as this helps reduce paid by Parish funds.   
 

To find out more, phone 1800 753 959 or email cwf@sydneycatholic.org  Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible 

WEEKDAY MASSES:   

There will be NO weekday Masses (ie Tuesday- Friday 7am ) until Thursday 23rd May. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.facebook.com/chris.gration?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCEp_c3_8oSaJG-6FspCxDWxbowKb-ofTV7p7O-eL79SOzu3MTmaW1IiKFlb1A0D-g2ehCfy2b3pIwK&fref=mentions
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