
8 Sept 2019 Twenty third Sunday of Ordinary Time - Year C 

Catholic Parish of St Canice 
We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.  

Suicide Prevention Day (10/9) 
That suicide is the most frequent cause of the death of young Australians, and 
particularly of young Indigenous Australians, is a disturbing thought. Apart from 
that statistic, it is appalling that young people, whom we hope would look 
forward with much energy and optimism to their future lives, can be so driven 
by their pain to end them. This Day invites us to reflect with compassion on 
young people who have taken their own lives. It also encourages us to ask 
what kind of a society we are creating that leaves many young people in such 
despair. 
One of the factors that can lead to suicide is isolation.  Those who suffer from 
mental illness can find it hard to communicate with others and to relate in 
groups. Their own inner pain can be overwhelming. They cannot find words for 
it. Nor can they summon the trust and energy they would need to talk to others 
about their experience. Their silence can deepen due to family members 
feeling helpless and excluded. Subsequently they may become locked into 
silence, despairing of their capacity to relate to others and wanting to spare 
them the pain of their company. Suicide may be seen as the only way to end 
their pain. 
The Australian Government is right to pledge resources to address youth 
suicide. There will be no magic bullet, however. The factors contributing to a 
young person’s decision to end their life can include mental and physical 
illness, addiction, and the experience of problems at education or work; lack of 
access to both supportive programs of housing and other types of care can 
also have a bearing. If we are to offer young people a better way, we need to 
address the social difficulties they face in their homes and communities.   
Medication and counselling will often be essential. But crucial too is the building 
and strengthening of relationships where their pain and desperation are 
compassionately heard, so they can find resources for accepting and living 
through it.  
The families and friends of people who have suicided need the same support. 
Above all they need to be able to talk about the feelings of loss and shame, of 
guilt, anger and confusion that can overwhelm them.  The difficulty is that such 
a strong stigma attaches to suicide. Those affected can feel afraid to raise the 
topic and embarrassed when others talk about it. As a result they keep silent. 
But their feelings remain and eat away at their lives.  
That is why programs like those of Support after Suicide (JSS) are so 
important. There, in a safe environment, people can find counselling, or 
conversation with those who have suffered from the same experience. 
Breaking silence can be the first step to recovering life.          
Andrew Hamilton SJ 

Parish Directory 
St Canice Parish 
28 Roslyn Street,  
Rushcutters Bay  NSW  2011 
 
Tel:   9358 5229    
Website:   www.stcanice.org.au 
Email:   parish@stcanice.com.au  
 
Parish Priest  
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gtnpereira@gmail.com 
 
Parish Manager 
Lynelle Lembryk 
9358 5229 
lynelle@stcanice.com.au 
 
St Canice’s Kitchen Manager 
Carrie Deane 
carrie@stcanice.com.au 
 
 

Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council 
Sue Wittenoom 
swittenoom@gmail.com  
 
 

Director JRS 
Carolina Gottardo 
carolina.gottardo@jrs.org.au   
 
Jesuit Refugee Service - Australia 
www.jrs.org.au 
9356 3888 
 
 
 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil - 6pm 
Sunday– 8:30am and 10:30am 
Tuesday to Friday– 7:00am 
Saturday– 9.00am  Vigil- 6:00pm 
Public Holidays– 9:00am 
 
Reconciliation 
Before Vigil and Sunday Masses or on  
request 
 
Anointing  
As requested - please contact the  
Parish Office  
 
Healing Mass  
11:00am - First Friday of each month 
otherwise by request 
 
Weddings, Child Sacraments, RCIA 
Contact Parish Office Tel: 93585229 

Twenty fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time – Year C22 Sept 2019

A Day of Peace (21 September)
We descendants of immigrants to Australia are very fortunate that no war has been 
fought on our soil. During the 1939 war we faced possible attack by Japanese 
troops, and people in Darwin experienced bombing. At other times in our history 
people have feared invasion or a catastrophic nuclear war, but generally we have 
lived in undisturbed peace. 
The experience of many Indigenous Australians, and of people who have come to 
Australia as migrants or who have sought protection here, has been very different. 
They have experienced the horrors of war – lost family members to bombs, seen 
daughters raped, been forced out of their homes, without food and shelter and at 
constant risk of casual violence. They have seen war, not as an abstract world di-
vided into allies and enemies, but as the realities of pain and brutality, terror and 
weakness in the face of unfeeling power; war as a place where there are no winners, 
only losers, and our shared humanity the greatest loss of all. Bombs and shells may 
wear national badges as they leave guns and planes, but when they reach their des-
tination they wear only the undiscriminating face of death, destruction and terror. 
For those who suffer from it there is no such thing as a good war. 
There is nothing new in this. But despite the images we see of its horror, and our 
knowledge that modern technology and atavistic savagery make wars destructive 
of human life and culture, governments are increasingly ready to engage in military 
actions whose effects they will not experience at home. They also stir hostility to 
rival nations, and breach agreements designed to make war less likely.
For this reason peace, though a great blessing, is not to be taken for granted. It 
needs to be worked for in all our relationships – personal, local and international. 
Peace and war begin in the human heart as we deal with the range of conflicting 
emotions that arise in the course of a day and over a lifetime. To find and make 
peace we must first recognise the desires, frustrations and anger against others that 
punctuate our relationships. Then we must work through these movements of the 
heart, by deepening and mending relationships and declining to nurture our resent-
ments. We build peace at home by looking beyond the justification that we offer for 
acting badly towards to others, and instead recognising our hidden motives. 
To build peace we need also to attend to the relationships we form in our schools, 
workplaces and local activities. This demands that we reflect on the way we relate 
to our friends and to strangers, aware of how we can seek close relationships by 
excluding those not in our friendship group, and so turning strangers into enemies. 
Making peace means crossing boundaries and going out hospitably to others. 
This is the spirit with which we at Jesuit Social Services try to go out to vulnera-
ble people who feel excluded from society; we encourage them to show that spirit 
to others. Prejudice and hostility are often fueled by fear. To be trusted can bring 
peace.
That is true, too, of our national life and of our relationships with minority groups. 
At a time when we have differences with such nations as China and Iran it is import-
ant to attend to the images and comment in which they are represented, and to resist 
digging gulfs between them and us. We should particularly avoid warlike language 
and temptations to join provocative military action. As the American proverb goes, 
jaw jaw is better than war war. But the wrong kind of talk can easily slide into war. 

Andrew Hamilton SJ



Entrance Antiphon
I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I 
will be their Lord for ever.

Entrance Hymn No. 212 (Gather) Come as you are

Collect
O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, 
by keeping your precepts, we may not fail to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son….

First Reading Amos 8:4-7
Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, saying, “When will the new 
moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will measure 
out less and charge more, and tamper with the scales, buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of san-
dals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: “Surely I will never 
forget any of their deeds.” The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 112:1-2, 4-8 / No. 36 (Gather) Cry of the poor
Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.

Second Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-8
My dearly beloved, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, 
for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who desires everyone to be saved and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and the 
human race, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all; this was attested at the right time. 
For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle, a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. I am telling the 
truth, I am not lying. The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation 2 Corinthians 8:9
Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor, to make you rich out of his poverty. Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 16:10-13
Jesus said to the disciples,  ‘Whoever is faithful in a very 
little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in 
a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not 
been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust 
to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful 
with what belongs to another, who will give you what is 
your own? No slave can serve two masters; for a slave 
will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth.’ 
The Gospel of the Lord.

Offertory Hymn No. 487 (Gather) The Servant song

Communion Antiphon
You have laid down your precepts to be carefully kept; 
may my ways be firm in keeping your statutes.

Reflection Hymn You will never walk alone

Recessional  No. 437 (Gather) Amazing grace
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Meetings this week
Sunday Confirmation (1), 9:30am
Tuesday: PPC, 5pm
Thursday: Finance, 5pm



 

Parish of St C
anice - Elizabeth B

ay 
R emembering those who have gone before us... 

Recently Deceased:  Lady Patricia Brennan, Tony Musgrave, Nanette Shiffer, Diana Armstrong, Bob Roberts 
Anniversaries: Vlatko Zaknich, Mara Separovich, Jim Caward, Bessie and Stan Duncan, Irene Hardin 
 

L et Us Pray For... 
Recently ill:  Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Or-

landi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, 
Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, So-
phie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or 

email Lynelle@stcanice.com.au.  Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list. 

Parish Calendar  

Sun, 8th Sept Meditation Base Camp, Church, 6pm.   

Sat, 14th Sept Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Indian Bazaar, St Ignatius College, Riverview, 9am - 5pm 

Sun, 22nd Sept David’s Place 20th Anniversary Mass, 10.30am, lunch in Peace Park afterwards 

Sun, 13th Oct St Canice Feast Day Mass, Church, 10.30am 
Join us for lunch after Mass in Peace Park 

Thur, 17th Oct Kitchen Volunteers Thank-you Evening, Hall, 6.15pm 

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations 
14/15 Sep Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am 
Greeters H. Campbell  S. Barnes W. Fothergill 
Readers A. Weeks C. Coggins SVC Student 

Ministers of the 
Eucharist As available 

S. Buckingham 
B. Clulow 

M. Woodburne 
S. Woodburne 

As available 

Next Week’s Readings: 
14/15 Sept 2019 

First Reading: 
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14  

Second Reading: 
1 Timothy 1:12-17  

Gospel: 
Luke 15:1-10  

Pope Francis’ message for the Season of Creation: 1 Sep. – 4 Oct. 
"God’s gaze, at the beginning of the Bible, rests lovingly on his creation… Tragically, the human response to this 
gift has been marked by sin, selfishness and a greedy desire to possess and exploit. Egoism and self-interest 
have turned creation, a place of encounter and sharing, into an arena of competition and conflict.”  
The full text is available at the doors. 
 
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults [and others]:  It’s now that time of year when we start 
the journey of enquiry for people interested in being baptised or joining the Church or developing their faith: 
• Please ask non-Catholics you know if they have thought about becoming a Christian or a Catholic. 
• Would you like to deepen you own faith by being part of this journey? 
• Can you offer to assist people on that journey, where possible, by being willing to listen and speak simply 

about your own faith? 
To assist, or if you require further information, contact Fr Paul or the office. 

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
   

Recently Deceased: Yvo Ballet, Lady Patricia Brennan, Tony Musgrave, Nanette Shiffer.
Anniversaries: Greg Woodbourne.

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, 

Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Patrick Brogan, John 
Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn 
Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

Parish Calendar
Sun, 22nd Sept David’s Place 20th Anniversary Mass, 10.30am, lunch in Peace Park afterwards 
 Meditation Base Camp, Church, 6pm

Sun, 13th Oct St Canice Feast Day Mass, Church, 10.30am 
 Join us for lunch after Mass in Peace Park

Fri, 4th Oct Healing Mass, Church 11am

Thur, 17th Oct Kitchen Volunteers Thank-you Evening, Hall, 6.15pm

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations

21/22 Sep Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am

Greeters W. Fothergill A. Hurst S. Barnes

Readers S. Wittenoom I. Rose T. Hunt

Ministers of 
the  

Eucharist

As available As available S. Buckingham, 
B. Campbell,  
B. Clulow, 1 other 
as available

Next Week’s Readings: 
28/29 Sept 2019

First Reading: 
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14

Second Reading: 
1 Timothy 1:12-17

Gospel: 
Luke 15:1-10

St Canice’s has hosted Da-
vid’s Place since 2017. This 

Sunday at the 10.30am Mass 
we are celebrating the 20th an-
niversary of David’s Place. The 
Sydney Street Choir is joining 
Claudine and Chris to lead us in music through-
out the Mass. 

After Mass you are invited to join us in Peace 
Park (or the Hall, subject to rain) for lunch and 
to celebrate this wonderful community that 
provides friendship, peace and spiritual nourish-
ment to so many people in our local community. 

David’s Place is an inner city space where 
Sydney’s Homeless and marginalised can come 
to find friendship, peace, spiritual nourishment  
And connect with the wider community. 

It was created to be a place where Jesus would 

have liked to hang out, where it 
doesn’t matter if you’re rich or 
poor, or where life has led you. 

David’s Place brings together 
both rich and poor, breaking 

down barriers in our city. 
Division in our communities is where many of 
our societal problems arise. 
To experience David’s Place for yourself is to 
know that such separation is avoidable. 
We meet a few times a week at St Canice’s in 
Kings Cross as well as in Darlinghurst and Red-
fern. We catch up and share what is happening 
in each of our lives. We are real with each other, 
and speak about the important things.
 
See more information at  
<https://www.davidsplace.com.au> &  
<https://www.instagram.com/davids_place_ 
sydney/>



A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 
(02) 9390 5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> 
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese 
has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Handouts
The following publications are available at the back 
of the church:
• 2019 Social Justice Statement
• Pope’s Message for Creation
• Australian Catholics Magazine
• Jesuit Mission Reflections Magazine

Parish Notices

Pope Francis: Season of Creation: 1 Sep – 4 Oct

“God’s gaze, at the beginning of the Bible, rests 
lovingly on his creation… Tragically, the human 
response to this gift has been marked by sin, selfish-
ness and a greedy desire to possess and exploit. Ego-
ism and self-interest have turned creation, a place of 
encounter and sharing, into an arena of competition 
and conflict.” The full text is available at the doors.

How to invite people to faith

At the recent in-service for Sydney priests the pre-
senter noted how attitudes to religion are different 
now: almost as a fashion that can be embraced or 
discarded in a short time. Because they are not fixed, 
there is greater opportunity for talk about religion. 

A gentle example of how to open the subject of faith 
once an important matter has been discussed, might 
be to say, if appropriate, “So where do you see God 
in this?” Openness to topics of faith increases with 
the number of conversations, as long as people are 
listened to without judgement, not pushed to a con-
clusion, but allowed to draw their own. Christians 
are not good at this, because we like to provide an 
answer. 

For people to reach the stage of inquiring about 
becoming a Catholic (the first part of RCIA), this 
gentle listening needs to precede it. The need for 
this listening is not limited to the unbaptised or 
non-Catholics. Many Catholics do not have a per-
sonal relationship with God and Christ as part of 
their belief. To assist, or if you require further infor-
mation, contact Fr Paul or the office.

Confirmation

We welcome children (and their families) who begin 
preparing for Confirmation this Sunday in the time 
between the two masses. Some come from surround-
ing parishes. The Sacrament will be celebrated at the 
end of the program in the beginning of November. 
They will be formally presented to the congregation 
prior to that.

Season of Creation Calendar

 20–27 Sep  Global Climate Strike

 21 Sep  UN Youth Climate Summit

 23 Sep  UN Climate Action Summit

 24–25 Sep  UN Social Development Goals Summit

 4 Oct  Feast of St Francis of Assisi

Social Justice Sunday next Sunday

We celebrate Social 
Justice Sunday on 29 
September. This year, 
the Australian Bishops’ 
Social Justice State-
ment is titled: ‘Making 
it Real: Genuine hu-
man encounter in our 
digital world’. It shares 
Pope Francis’ challenge 
to us to ‘boldly become 
citizens of the digital 
world’.  It points out 
that we are called not 
just to be inhabitants of 

this world, but active citizens shaping it. 
Grab the Statement in the Church, or online at: 
<http://bit.ly/socialjusticeshop>  Follow us on Face-
book: @socialjusticeACBC or Twitter: @Justice-
Catholic For further details about the Social Justice 
Statement, visit the website <https://www.socialjus-
tice.catholic.org.au> or call (02) 8306 3499. 
Next week, you can also get the pamphlet “Ten 
Steps Towards Genuine Human Encounter in Our 
Digital World”


