Catholic Parish of St Canice
We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.

1st Dec 2019

1st Sunday in Advent - Year A
Pope Francis’ intention: The Future of the Very Young
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That every country take the measures necessary to prioritise the future of the very
young, especially those who are suffering.
The Pope’s Intention for December asks that all nations will create the conditions
in which small children can be children. In doing this he also invites us to reflect
on the many ways in which children are not allowed to be children, but are treated
as pawns on the chessboard of profits and political self-interest. Their childhood is
then made a pit of suffering and disrespect.
Pope Francis is convinced that children are human beings like ourselves. They are
precious in themselves and in God’s eyes. They are also our future: the
relationships that children form with adults and with their peers will shape the
direction that our world takes. So it is our business as human beings and as people
responsible for our society to ensure that they can grow through childhood to
become responsible adults.
For that they need respect, tenderness and the support of adults who will model for
them what it means to be a good human being. Sadly, for so many children today
that respect and humanity are lacking. That is why Pope Francis’ intention is so
important. We need to think only of the small children who are enslaved in
factories, in sex work and in begging; the young children who are made to fight in
wars; the children separated from their families who are detained in immigration
prisons and held in gaols, and the children dependent on violent adults who often
suffer from mental illness. So often small children are treated as things, have the
same demands made on them as adults and in disciplinary systems are subject to
the same punishments as adults.
At Jesuit Social Services we accompany many vulnerable young people, including
those in the Justice System. Our experience underlies our advocacy for raising the
age of criminal responsibility and minimising the reliance on detention as a
response to antisocial behaviour.
At the heart of Pope Francis’ intention is the need to let children be children.
Children need nurturing, need to explore their world in play, and need to be loved
and respected. Unless they experience these things in their childhood they are
unlikely to grow into mature, generous adults. They need time to build good
relationships with parents and siblings, with other children and with adults. These
are demanding challenges in life. To be prepared for them children need time, trust
and confidence.
Small children are especially vulnerable. If they are treated violently, unloved,
exposed to addiction from an early age, deprived of education and the opportunity
to work, or taken away from their families, they will be vulnerable to mental and
physical illness and will find it difficult to contribute to society as adults.
Pope Francis tells us that they deserve better. They are our future to which we
contribute best by nurturing, loving, mentoring and respecting them.
Andrew Hamilton SJ

We extend a warm welcome to Fr Brendan Byrne who will be preaching at
all Masses this weekend. We invite you to join us in the hall after the
10.30am Mass to hear Fr Brendan speak about the Gospels and introduce
the ‘Year of Matthew”.

Alleluia, alleluia! Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation. Alleluia!
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emembering those who have gone before us...

Recently Deceased: Geraldine Ohlsson, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Yvonne Nobbs
Anniversaries:

et Us Pray For...

If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or email
Lynelle@stcanice.com.au. Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

30 Nov/1 Dec

Ministers of
the Eucharist

W. Fothergill
S. Wittenoom

J. Freckman
A. Weeks

As available

As available

Next Week’s Readings:
7/8 Dec
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B. Campbell
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C. Coggins

First Reading:
Isaiah 11:1-10
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Romans 15:4-9

8 Dec

Ministers of
the Eucharist

W. Fothergill

N. Peters

A. Devarajan

A. Ritchie

I. Rose

M. Musgrave

As available

B. Campbell
B. Clulow
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Parish Calendar
Sun, 1 Dec

Fr Brendan Byrne talk, Parish Hall, 11.45am
Meditation Base Camp, Church, 6pm

Thu, 5th Dec

Christmas Choir Practice, Church, 6pm
PPC Meeting, 5pm, The PPC will then go into
recess and will be reconstituted in 2020

Fri, 6th Dec

Healing Mass. 11am, Church.
Join us for morning tea afterwards

Gospel:
Matthew 3:1-12

The following publications are
available at the back of the
church:
• Fr Paul Fyfe - report on his
first 6 months
• Australian Catholics
• Jesuit Companions

Extra Masses This Week
•

Tue, 10th Dec

Christmas Choir Practice, Church, 6pm

Wed, 18th Dec

2nd Rite Reconciliation, Church, 6pm

Thu, 19th Dec

Christmas Choir Practice, Church, 6pm

Sun, 22nd Dec

Christmas Morning Tea, Church courtyard,
after 10.30am Mass
David’s Place Christmas Lunch, Hall

•
•

Tue 2pm,
Elizabeth Lodge
Wed 10am,
Vincentian Aged Care
Fri 11am,
Healing Mass

Christmas Mass/Liturgy Times

St Canice Kitchen Closure

Wed, 18th Dec - 2nd Rite Reconciliation 6pm
Tues, 24th Dec - Mass 6pm & 10pm
Carols proceed both Masses
Wed 25th Dec - Mass 8.30am & 10.30am

The last day of service for our kitchen will be
Friday 20th Dec. We will re-open on Monday
10th Feb. The closure period is longer than usual
as we are carrying out a much needed upgrade to
our showers and toilet block.

Parish of St Canice - Elizabeth Bay

Recently ill: Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Anne Brennan, Rosemary
O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert
Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray
Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier,
Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor

Parish Notices
Christmas Choir Rehearsals

Christmas Hamper Appeal - thank you

Last week 5 enthusiastic singers came to our first
Christmas Choir rehearsal. We would love more
people to join us. Please contact Lynelle for more
information or simply come along to our next
rehearsal - Thursday 5th December.
Rehearsal schedule as follows:
 Thursday 5th Dec, 6pm - 7pm
 Tuesday 10th Dec, 6pm - 7pm
 Thursday 19th Dec, 6pm - 7pm

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our
Christmas Hamper Appeal. We had a wonderful
response and will now be able to put together around
150 hampers which will be distributed to our kitchen
guests the week before Christmas.

All rehearsals in the church.

Learn about the Gospels - THIS weekend
This weekend we are fortunate to have Fr Brendan
Byrne SJ preach at all Masses. In addition to this, Fr
Brendan will give a presentation after the 10.30am
Mass where he will talk on the Gospels and introduce
the ‘Year of Matthew’. This will take place at
11.45am in the parish hall.
FYI Brendan’s books on the gospels
Lifting the Burden: Matthew (2004). A Costly Freedom: Mark (2008). The Hospitality of God: Luke
(2015). Life Abounding: John (2014)

Christmas Eve gathering after the 10pm Mass
- help needed It is a St Canice’s tradition that we
hold drinks after the Christmas Eve 10pm Mass. We
need some people to help organise this, help set up
and also serve drinks on the night. If we don’t have
anyone to assist we may need to cancel this much
loved tradition. Please contact Lynelle at the parish
office on 9358 5229 if you are interested in helping.

2019 Columban calendars - $9 each
Are now available for sale at the piety stall after the
8.30am and 10.30am Sunday Masses. They can also
be purchased from the Parish Office. All proceeds go
to St Vincent de Paul.

Reflections on Port Moresby
Wednesday 4th Dec, 5.30pm for a 6pm start.
Level 8, 133 Liverpool St, Sydney.
A panel discussion from the Catholic delegation that
visited the men of Manus Island in November 2019.
The panelists include the Bishop of Parramatta Vincent Long van Nguyen, Fr. Peter Smith Justice and
Peace Promoter of the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney, Carolina Gottardo, Director of Jesuit Refugee
Service and Co-Convenor of the Catholic Alliance
for People Seeking Asylum and Behrouz Boochani
(via Skype), author, journalist and human rights leader. Free. Places are limited.
Register by ringing Ruth at the Justice and Peace
Office on 02 9307 8462 or register online: https://
www.eventbrite.com.au. Search for Moresby

Charitable Works Fund Appeal
Thank you for your donations to the CWF appeal
last weekend. So far we raised $1300 towards our
parish levy of $10,300 for this appeal.
This is the last weekend that we will be running this
appeal. If you havent already done so we ask that
you consider giving to this appeal.
Your consideration and generosity is very much
appreciated.

Save the Date!
On Sun 22nd Dec at the 10.30am Mass we
invite you to join us to celebrate the
beginning of the Christmas Season and to
hear our newly formed Christmas Choir sing.
We will be holding a special Christmas
morning tea after Mass.
You are also invited to attend the David’s
Place Christmas lunch in the hall.
Lunch commences at 12 noon.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been abused, please contact the
police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

