
8 Sept 2019 Twenty third Sunday of Ordinary Time - Year C 

Catholic Parish of St Canice 
We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.  

Suicide Prevention Day (10/9) 
That suicide is the most frequent cause of the death of young Australians, and 
particularly of young Indigenous Australians, is a disturbing thought. Apart from 
that statistic, it is appalling that young people, whom we hope would look 
forward with much energy and optimism to their future lives, can be so driven 
by their pain to end them. This Day invites us to reflect with compassion on 
young people who have taken their own lives. It also encourages us to ask 
what kind of a society we are creating that leaves many young people in such 
despair. 
One of the factors that can lead to suicide is isolation.  Those who suffer from 
mental illness can find it hard to communicate with others and to relate in 
groups. Their own inner pain can be overwhelming. They cannot find words for 
it. Nor can they summon the trust and energy they would need to talk to others 
about their experience. Their silence can deepen due to family members 
feeling helpless and excluded. Subsequently they may become locked into 
silence, despairing of their capacity to relate to others and wanting to spare 
them the pain of their company. Suicide may be seen as the only way to end 
their pain. 
The Australian Government is right to pledge resources to address youth 
suicide. There will be no magic bullet, however. The factors contributing to a 
young person’s decision to end their life can include mental and physical 
illness, addiction, and the experience of problems at education or work; lack of 
access to both supportive programs of housing and other types of care can 
also have a bearing. If we are to offer young people a better way, we need to 
address the social difficulties they face in their homes and communities.   
Medication and counselling will often be essential. But crucial too is the building 
and strengthening of relationships where their pain and desperation are 
compassionately heard, so they can find resources for accepting and living 
through it.  
The families and friends of people who have suicided need the same support. 
Above all they need to be able to talk about the feelings of loss and shame, of 
guilt, anger and confusion that can overwhelm them.  The difficulty is that such 
a strong stigma attaches to suicide. Those affected can feel afraid to raise the 
topic and embarrassed when others talk about it. As a result they keep silent. 
But their feelings remain and eat away at their lives.  
That is why programs like those of Support after Suicide (JSS) are so 
important. There, in a safe environment, people can find counselling, or 
conversation with those who have suffered from the same experience. 
Breaking silence can be the first step to recovering life.          
Andrew Hamilton SJ 
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Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil - 6pm 
Sunday– 8:30am and 10:30am 
Tuesday to Friday– 7:00am 
Saturday– 9.00am  Vigil- 6:00pm 
Public Holidays– 9:00am 
 
Reconciliation 
Before Vigil and Sunday Masses or on  
request 
 
Anointing  
As requested - please contact the  
Parish Office  
 
Healing Mass  
11:00am - First Friday of each month 
otherwise by request 
 
Weddings, Child Sacraments, RCIA 
Contact Parish Office Tel: 93585229 

Third Sunday of Advent – Year C15 Dec 2019

Valuing migrants (18 December)
Perhaps the most striking thing about International Migrants Day is its 
name. It is not Immigration Day but Migrants Day. Immigration is about 
policy, about looking at migrants as a class of people, and all too often as 
a problem. Immigration policies and departments are notorious for disre-
garding the rights and humanity of immigrants. Migrants are people, each 
of them precious and deserving of respect for their rights as a human being. 
Their lives merit a day in which we can recognise how many they are and 
can celebrate their resilience in the face of the difficulties they so often face.
People have always moved from region to region for a variety of reasons. 
The Old Testament is a story of migration, some chosen and some forced. In 
the course history some migrants have moved because they were pushed out 
of their own homes by invaders. Some have moved because of starvation: 
their homeland was been afflicted by drought and the crops failed. Others 
left their land of birth to seek opportunities elsewhere. Sometimes they have 
been welcomed in the regions to which they moved, but have as often been 
resented. 
In many cultures there 
are protocols for people 
who enter the territo-
ry of another group. In 
some Indigenous cul-
tures strangers entering 
another territory receive a ceremonial welcome which expresses the respect 
expected of and offered to the stranger. Modern nations have developed 
complex passport and visa systems to control people wanting to visit or 
reside there.
To be a migrant, particularly when forced to leave one’s own nation, has 
always been difficult. It involves being deprived of home, of a shared na-
tive language or dialect, of a familiar landscape on which one’s history is 
inscribed, of customs and of all that is unfamiliar. It also means discovering 
oneself as an outsider in a land where the natives are at home in all these 
respects. To be a migrant is to be familiar with prejudice and contempt, and 
to experience through losing the use of one’s own language a return to child-
hood in a world where even the local children are adults. 
We celebrate migrants because they enrich the nations which receive them. 
That is evident in Australia in the range of foods and restaurants we can all 
enjoy, and at a deeper level in the rich and varied stories that make up our 
history. Our differences allow us to see difference is not a curse but a bless-
ing that enriches both parties. In a healthy nation migrants are welcomed 
because they will help build a stronger and more generous society. 
       Andrew Hamilton SJ

 –to  be advised



Entrance Antiphon
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.

Entrance Hymn No. 174 (AOV 1) O come, O come, Emmanuel — or hymns as advised by the cantor.

Collect
O God, who see how your people faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity, enable us, we pray,
to attain the joys of so great a salvation and to celebrate them always with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son….

First Reading Isaiah 35:1-6, 10
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall re-
joice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and 
rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given 
to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory 
of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful 
heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come 
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save 
you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of 
the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the speechless sing for joy. And the ransomed of the 
Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 145:6-10 
Lord, come and save us.

Second Reading James 5:7-10
Be patient, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth being 
patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for 
the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another so that you may not be judged.
See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord. The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 61:1 
Alleluia, alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 11:2-11
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples who said to Jesus, “Are 
you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you 
hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.”
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness 
to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, 
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 
more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’ “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”  The Gospel of the Lord.

Offertory Hymn No. 166 (AOV 1) Open my eyes

Communion Antiphon
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. Behold, our God will come, and he will save us.

Communion Hymn No. 129 (AOV 1) One bread, one body

Reflection Hymn No. 110 (AOV 1) Strong and constant

Recessional  No. 80 (AOV 1) Sing a new song unto the Lord                            © 2019, Liturgy Brisbane



 

Parish of St C
anice - Elizabeth B

ay 
R emembering those who have gone before us... 

Recently Deceased:  Lady Patricia Brennan, Tony Musgrave, Nanette Shiffer, Diana Armstrong, Bob Roberts 
Anniversaries: Vlatko Zaknich, Mara Separovich, Jim Caward, Bessie and Stan Duncan, Irene Hardin 
 

L et Us Pray For... 
Recently ill:  Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Or-

landi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, 
Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, So-
phie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or 

email Lynelle@stcanice.com.au.  Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list. 

Parish Calendar  

Sun, 8th Sept Meditation Base Camp, Church, 6pm.   

Sat, 14th Sept Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Indian Bazaar, St Ignatius College, Riverview, 9am - 5pm 

Sun, 22nd Sept David’s Place 20th Anniversary Mass, 10.30am, lunch in Peace Park afterwards 

Sun, 13th Oct St Canice Feast Day Mass, Church, 10.30am 
Join us for lunch after Mass in Peace Park 

Thur, 17th Oct Kitchen Volunteers Thank-you Evening, Hall, 6.15pm 

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations 
14/15 Sep Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am 
Greeters H. Campbell  S. Barnes W. Fothergill 
Readers A. Weeks C. Coggins SVC Student 

Ministers of the 
Eucharist As available 

S. Buckingham 
B. Clulow 

M. Woodburne 
S. Woodburne 

As available 

Next Week’s Readings: 
14/15 Sept 2019 

First Reading: 
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14  

Second Reading: 
1 Timothy 1:12-17  

Gospel: 
Luke 15:1-10  

Pope Francis’ message for the Season of Creation: 1 Sep. – 4 Oct. 
"God’s gaze, at the beginning of the Bible, rests lovingly on his creation… Tragically, the human response to this 
gift has been marked by sin, selfishness and a greedy desire to possess and exploit. Egoism and self-interest 
have turned creation, a place of encounter and sharing, into an arena of competition and conflict.”  
The full text is available at the doors. 
 
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults [and others]:  It’s now that time of year when we start 
the journey of enquiry for people interested in being baptised or joining the Church or developing their faith: 
• Please ask non-Catholics you know if they have thought about becoming a Christian or a Catholic. 
• Would you like to deepen you own faith by being part of this journey? 
• Can you offer to assist people on that journey, where possible, by being willing to listen and speak simply 

about your own faith? 
To assist, or if you require further information, contact Fr Paul or the office. 

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Luke Lembryk, Geraldine Ohlsson, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs,  

Yvonne Nobbs.
Anniversaries: 

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Anne Brennan, Rosemary 

O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert 
Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray 
Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie 
Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations

14/15 Dec Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am

Greeters G. Losurdo A. Hurst S. Barnes

Readers P. Campbell- 
Hardwick

I. Rose T. Hunt

Ministers of 
the  

Eucharist

As available As available J. Healy-North  
M. Musgrave  
M. Woodburne  
S. Woodburne

21/22 Dec
Greeters W. Fothergill B. Anderson A. Devarajan

Readers B. McSoriley A. Hurst S. Barnes

Ministers of 
the  

Eucharist
As available As available

S. Buckingham
B. Clulow
C. Coggins
T. Hunt

Parish Calendar
Sun, 15th Dec Advent Prayer, Church, 9.30am

Tue, 17th Dec Octave before Christmas begins

Wed, 18th Dec 2nd Rite of Reconciliation, Church, 6pm

Thu, 19th Dec Christmas Choir Practice, Church, 6pm

Fri, 20th Dec Last Day open for St Canice Kitchen. 
 Kitchen re-opens on Mon 10 Feb 2020

Sun, 22nd Dec Advent Prayer, Church, 9.30am 
 Christmas Morning Tea, Church  
 courtyard, after 10.30am Mass 
 David’s Place Christmas Lunch, Hall

Next Week’s Readings: 
21/22 Dec 2019

First Reading: 
Isaiah 7:10-14

Second Reading: 
Romans 1:1-7

Gospel: 
Matthew 1:18-24

Handouts
The following publications 
are available at the back of the 
church:
• Fr Paul Fyfe - report on his 
first 6 months
• Australian Catholics

2020 Columban Calendars

Are now available for sale 
at the piety stall after the 
8.30am and 10.30am Sunday 
Masses. They can also be 
purchased from the Parish 
Office.  
All proceeds go to St Vincent 
de Paul.

$9 each

Are you around for the Christmas Masses at St Canice’s?
If you will be home for Christmas and would like to participate in our Christmas Liturgies as 
readers, Eucharistic ministers, or greeters then please write your name on the blank roster 
which is located on the bench in the Sacristy this weekend.

A firm roster will be set up and we will be in contact over the next few weeks.



A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 
(02) 9390 5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who 
will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices
Join Us For Advent Prayer
During the four weeks of Advent, we prepare for 
the celebration of Christ’s birth through prayer and 
reflection.
We are called to listen to our own hearts as we step 
into the mystery of Advent. We ponder who is Jesus, 
what does ‘apostolic preferences’ mean for us as a 
Jesuit parish? Can this orientation settle or unsettle 
us as we are called for a deeper, more authentic way 
of proceeding in our faith?
Come, as a voice in our community, that reflects the 
breadth of the spirit working in each of us. May this 
be a time of focus and surrender that develops as we 
await the birth of Christ.
We invite you to join us for 30 minutes each Sunday 
over the next three weeks where we take time to be 
still, reflect, share and pray.
• When: Sunday 15th and 22nd December
• Time:  9.30 – 10am (between the 8.30am and 

10.30am Masses)
• Where:  St Canice Church

Christmas Eve gathering after the 10pm Mass 
— help needed !  It is a St Canice’s tradition that 
we hold drinks after the Christmas Eve 10pm Mass. 
We need some people to help organise this, help set 
up and also serve drinks on the night. Please contact 
Lynelle at the parish office on 9358 5229 if you are 
interested in helping.

Christmas Choir Rehearsals
We are still looking for more people to join our 
Christmas Choir. Please contact Lynelle for 
more information or simply come along to our 
next rehearsal — rehearsal schedule is as fol-
lows:
* Thursday 19th Dec, 6pm - 7pm  
* In the church.

Christmas Liturgy Timetable 
Wed, 18 December      2nd Rite of Reconciliation, 6pm
19 – 24 December      Masses as usual
Christmas Eve - Tue 24 December   Mass: 6pm (Carols: 5.30pm)
 Carols precede both    Mass: 10pm (Carols: 9.30pm) then
 Christmas Eve Masses    followed by drinks in the hall.
Christmas Day - Wed, 25 December    Mass: 8.30am, 10.30am
Boxing Day - Thu, 26 December    Mass: 9am
Fri, 27 December      Mass: 7am
Sat, 28 December      Mass: 9am, 6pm
Sun 29 December      Mass: 8.30am, 10.30am
Mon, 30 Dec      NO MASS
Tues, 31 Dec, New Year’s Eve    Mass: 7am
Wed, 1 Jan, New Year’s Day    Mass: 9am 

Save the Date!
On Sun 22nd Dec at the 10.30am Mass we 
invite you to join us to celebrate the begin-
ning of the Christmas Season and to hear our 
newly formed Christmas Choir sing. We will 
be holding a special Christmas morning tea 
after Mass.

We would love you to bring some 
food to share — if you are able to 
help please complete the enclosed 
form and return to the parish office.

You are also invited to attend the David’s 
Place Christmas lunch in the hall.  
Lunch commences at 12 noon.


