
8 Sept 2019 Twenty third Sunday of Ordinary Time - Year C 

Catholic Parish of St Canice 
We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.  

Suicide Prevention Day (10/9) 
That suicide is the most frequent cause of the death of young Australians, and 
particularly of young Indigenous Australians, is a disturbing thought. Apart from 
that statistic, it is appalling that young people, whom we hope would look 
forward with much energy and optimism to their future lives, can be so driven 
by their pain to end them. This Day invites us to reflect with compassion on 
young people who have taken their own lives. It also encourages us to ask 
what kind of a society we are creating that leaves many young people in such 
despair. 
One of the factors that can lead to suicide is isolation.  Those who suffer from 
mental illness can find it hard to communicate with others and to relate in 
groups. Their own inner pain can be overwhelming. They cannot find words for 
it. Nor can they summon the trust and energy they would need to talk to others 
about their experience. Their silence can deepen due to family members 
feeling helpless and excluded. Subsequently they may become locked into 
silence, despairing of their capacity to relate to others and wanting to spare 
them the pain of their company. Suicide may be seen as the only way to end 
their pain. 
The Australian Government is right to pledge resources to address youth 
suicide. There will be no magic bullet, however. The factors contributing to a 
young person’s decision to end their life can include mental and physical 
illness, addiction, and the experience of problems at education or work; lack of 
access to both supportive programs of housing and other types of care can 
also have a bearing. If we are to offer young people a better way, we need to 
address the social difficulties they face in their homes and communities.   
Medication and counselling will often be essential. But crucial too is the building 
and strengthening of relationships where their pain and desperation are 
compassionately heard, so they can find resources for accepting and living 
through it.  
The families and friends of people who have suicided need the same support. 
Above all they need to be able to talk about the feelings of loss and shame, of 
guilt, anger and confusion that can overwhelm them.  The difficulty is that such 
a strong stigma attaches to suicide. Those affected can feel afraid to raise the 
topic and embarrassed when others talk about it. As a result they keep silent. 
But their feelings remain and eat away at their lives.  
That is why programs like those of Support after Suicide (JSS) are so 
important. There, in a safe environment, people can find counselling, or 
conversation with those who have suffered from the same experience. 
Breaking silence can be the first step to recovering life.          
Andrew Hamilton SJ 

Parish Directory 
St Canice Parish 
28 Roslyn Street,  
Rushcutters Bay  NSW  2011 
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Website:   www.stcanice.org.au 
Email:   parish@stcanice.com.au  
 
Parish Priest  
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gtnpereira@gmail.com 
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Lynelle Lembryk 
9358 5229 
lynelle@stcanice.com.au 
 
St Canice’s Kitchen Manager 
Carrie Deane 
carrie@stcanice.com.au 
 
 

Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council 
Sue Wittenoom 
swittenoom@gmail.com  
 
 

Director JRS 
Carolina Gottardo 
carolina.gottardo@jrs.org.au   
 
Jesuit Refugee Service - Australia 
www.jrs.org.au 
9356 3888 
 
 
 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil - 6pm 
Sunday– 8:30am and 10:30am 
Tuesday to Friday– 7:00am 
Saturday– 9.00am  Vigil- 6:00pm 
Public Holidays– 9:00am 
 
Reconciliation 
Before Vigil and Sunday Masses or on  
request 
 
Anointing  
As requested - please contact the  
Parish Office  
 
Healing Mass  
11:00am - First Friday of each month 
otherwise by request 
 
Weddings, Child Sacraments, RCIA 
Contact Parish Office Tel: 93585229 

Presentation of our Lord – Year C2 Feb 2020

Pope’s intention for February: Human Trafficking
That our migrant brothers and sisters, victims of criminal human smug-
gling and human trafficking, may be heard and considered.
One of Pope Francis’ earliest journeys was to the Italian island of Lampe-
dusa. There he mourned the deaths of the many people who had died on the 
route from the North African coast. They had to leave their lands to escape 
persecution, war and hunger. Their deaths were a sign of the effects of the 
greed, inequality and lack of compassion towards people in need. 
This month Pope Francis asks us to pray particularly for immigrants who 
fall victim to greedy and brutal traders. These people often send agents to in 
war-torn and poor villages, where they talk glowingly of the golden life that 
awaits them and their relatives overseas and the care that they will receive 
along the way. They persuade many villagers, already anxious for their lives 
in their home country, to provide large sums of money to pay for travel, 
food along the way and, if necessary, false papers. They often must borrow 
money from friends and relatives. 
When they arrive at the shore, they often face demands for more money 
and are placed on old, unseaworthy and grossly overcrowded boats. Many 
boats sink, abandoned by their crew. Those that arrive are often prevented 
from landing. New arrivals are placed in camps where they are ill-fed and 
despairing. Wealthy nations shut them out. People have taken advantage of 
their need, taken their money, ruined their families and left them without 
hope of finding a life. 
In his intention Pope Francis speaks deliberately of refugees who are victims 
of criminal, not illegal, smuggling. The difference is important. Smuggling 
and trafficking are criminal when they are not undertaken out of compassion 
for the immigrants, nor show them respect at each stage of their journey, but 
regard them as commodities from whose trading the greatest possible profit 
must be made.  
Governments often define all transport and accompaniment of immigrants 
across national boundaries as criminal. When people flee death and starva-
tion through persecution and war, however, it is a virtue to assist them even 
if it has been declared illegal. The networks that helped Jewish people hide 
and escape from Germany and occupied nations in the ’30s and ’40s acted 
illegally but are celebrated as heroes today. So, earlier, were those involved 
in the Underground Railway that helped escaped slaves. Many Australians 
who fled from Indochina, too, owed their lives to the kindness and reliability 
of people who helped them to flee the country. 
The key in looking at immigrants is not to see them as things or the objects 
of government policy and law, but as human beings, all with their own story 
to tell and to be heard with compassion. That compassion is often denied 
them both by people who traffic them and by governments that persecute 
and exclude them. Pope Francis asks us to see their faces as we hold them in 
our prayers and plead their cause.    Andrew Hamilton SJ

 –to be advised



Entrance Antiphon
Your merciful love, O God,  we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O God, like your name, 
reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice.

Entrance Hymn No. 404 Christ be our Light — or as advised by the cantor.

Collect
Almighty ever-living God, we humbly implore your majesty that, just as your Only Begotten Son was present-
ed on this day in the Temple in the substance of our flesh, so, by your grace, we may be presented to you with 
minds made pure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son….

First Reading Malachi 3:1-4
Thus says the Lord God: ‘See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight- indeed, he 
is coming,” says the Lord of hosts. ‘But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; and he 
will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord 
in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and 
as in former years. The word of the Lord..

Responsorial Psalm Ps 23:7-10 
Who is this king of glory? It is the Lord!

Second Reading Hebrews 2:14-18
Since the children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death 
he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were 
held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that Jesus did not come to help angels, but the descendants of 
Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a mer-
ciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 
Because Jesus himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. The word 
of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation Luke 2:32 
Alleluia, alleluia! This is the light of revelation to the nations, and the glory of your people, Israel. Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 2:22-34 (short form)
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, the parents of Jesus brought him up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. As it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be 
designated as holy to the Lord,” and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, 
“a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; 
this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 
do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, “Master; 
now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to 
your people Israel.” The Gospel of the Lord.

Offertory Hymn No. 28 Do not be afraid or as advised by the cantor

Communion Antiphon
My eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples.

Communion Hymn  As advised by the cantor

Thanksgiving Hymn No. 468 I heard the voice of Jesus / or advice by the cantor

Recessional  No. 417 Glory and Praise to our God  or as advised by the cantor 
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Parish of St C
anice - Elizabeth B

ay 
R emembering those who have gone before us... 

Recently Deceased:  Lady Patricia Brennan, Tony Musgrave, Nanette Shiffer, Diana Armstrong, Bob Roberts 
Anniversaries: Vlatko Zaknich, Mara Separovich, Jim Caward, Bessie and Stan Duncan, Irene Hardin 
 

L et Us Pray For... 
Recently ill:  Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Or-

landi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, 
Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, So-
phie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or 

email Lynelle@stcanice.com.au.  Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list. 

Parish Calendar  

Sun, 8th Sept Meditation Base Camp, Church, 6pm.   

Sat, 14th Sept Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Indian Bazaar, St Ignatius College, Riverview, 9am - 5pm 

Sun, 22nd Sept David’s Place 20th Anniversary Mass, 10.30am, lunch in Peace Park afterwards 

Sun, 13th Oct St Canice Feast Day Mass, Church, 10.30am 
Join us for lunch after Mass in Peace Park 

Thur, 17th Oct Kitchen Volunteers Thank-you Evening, Hall, 6.15pm 

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations 
14/15 Sep Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am 
Greeters H. Campbell  S. Barnes W. Fothergill 
Readers A. Weeks C. Coggins SVC Student 

Ministers of the 
Eucharist As available 

S. Buckingham 
B. Clulow 

M. Woodburne 
S. Woodburne 

As available 

Next Week’s Readings: 
14/15 Sept 2019 

First Reading: 
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14  

Second Reading: 
1 Timothy 1:12-17  

Gospel: 
Luke 15:1-10  

Pope Francis’ message for the Season of Creation: 1 Sep. – 4 Oct. 
"God’s gaze, at the beginning of the Bible, rests lovingly on his creation… Tragically, the human response to this 
gift has been marked by sin, selfishness and a greedy desire to possess and exploit. Egoism and self-interest 
have turned creation, a place of encounter and sharing, into an arena of competition and conflict.”  
The full text is available at the doors. 
 
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults [and others]:  It’s now that time of year when we start 
the journey of enquiry for people interested in being baptised or joining the Church or developing their faith: 
• Please ask non-Catholics you know if they have thought about becoming a Christian or a Catholic. 
• Would you like to deepen you own faith by being part of this journey? 
• Can you offer to assist people on that journey, where possible, by being willing to listen and speak simply 

about your own faith? 
To assist, or if you require further information, contact Fr Paul or the office. 

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Paul Pennacchia.

Anniversaries: Pamela O’Shaughnessy

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Jack Ryan Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Anne Bren-

nan, Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia 
Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, San-
dra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald 
Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor. Our RCIA candidates: Jessie & Neil. Newly 
married: Anna Vu & Tim Dumbrique
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations

1/2 Feb Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am

Greeters W. Fothergill N. Peters A. Devarajan

Readers A. Ritchie I. Rose M. Musgrave

Ministers of 
the  

Eucharist
As available As available

B. Campbell or
B. Clulow

8/9 Feb
Greeters G. Losurdo J. Freckman S. Barnes

Readers P. Camp-
bell-Hardwick

H. Campbell B. Campbell

Ministers of 
the  

Eucharist
As available As available M. Musgrave

Parish Calendar
Sun, 2nd Feb 6pm. Meditation restarts this Sunday

Tue, 4th Feb Weekday masses as usual 
 Mass at Elizabeth Lodge, 2pm

Thu, 6th Feb St Paul Miki SJ & comps (Japanese martyrs)

Fri, 7th Feb 11a.m. Healing mass, and morning tea.

Sun, 9th Feb 6pm. Meditation

Mon, 10th Feb Refurbished St Canice Kitchen re-opens

Next Week’s Readings: 
8 / 9 Feb 2020

First Reading: 
Isaiah 58:7-10

Second Reading: 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5

Gospel: 
Matthew 5:13-16

Handouts
The following publications 
are available at the back of the 
church:
• Catholic Weekly

Update
Over the Christmas period, the bathroom and toilet block servicing the Hall and the Kitchen 
has been substantially upgraded. Repairs to the Church roof, also ‘slated’ to be done, have been 
delayed by a temporary world shortage in the slate required. Now, both Gidon and Jodie are 
sharing the ‘caretaking’ role for the Kitchen which will generate a more peaceful atmosphere. 

Sign up?
Jesuits in Britain are offering for Lent ‘Journey into Freedom’, online: “Are you interested in 
spending more time with scripture in this Year of the Word? Our Lent Retreat offers the perfect 
opportunity to do this. Follow online or form a group. Sign up now“  
<http://ow.ly/XsDm50y48gl> 



A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 
(02) 9390 5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who 
will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices
Holy Communion & the CoronaVirus
The Corona virus has been declared a global emer-
gency. The Archdiocese is developing a policy. Until 
this is received, the following will apply:
1. Communion only on the hand (not tongue)
2. No chalice
3. Priest & Special Ministers to use hand sanitiser.
Only one special minister will be needed.  P.F.

Cause of Eileen O’Connor 
Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor, co-founder of Our 
Lady’s Nurses for the Poor, has taken a major step 
forward to becoming Australia’s second saint 
A Mass will officially launch her cause on Thursday 
20 February at St Mary’s Cathedral, 5:30pm, Arch-
bishop Anthony Fisher OP. All Welcome.

St Bakhita’s Day Mass & Lunch
Saturday 8 February 2020, 12 noon at St Mary’s Ca-
thedral at 12pm to honour St Josephine Bakhita, the 
Patron Saint of victims of modern slavery. For more 
info, Anna Dimo 0409 458 695.

Parenting strategies 
Do you want to build stronger relationships with 
your children? Parenting education courses can teach 
you new strategies in a friendly environment with 
other parents. Call CCareline to find out more:  
13 18 19 or email <connect@catholiccare.org>

Plenary Council 2020
Have you been a part of the Plenary Council process 
of listening, prayer, dialogue and discernment? Do 
you feel called to express your interest in being a 
delegate from our archdiocese to participate in the 
plenary council general assembly held in Adelaide 
in October? If so, speak with your Parish Priest or 
Barbara Perry (Sydney Plenary Council Working 
Group) on 0438 012 964, <barbara.perry@sydney-
catholic.org> for more details. All applicants must 
fill in and submit an application form found here: 
<https://sydneycatholic.org/plenary-council.pdf> 

A reminder: 
The collection taken up before the procession of 
gifts is for the parish. The one after Communion is 
for the priests and presbytery!

Today’s feast — 
like the Annunciation, is tied to the time-line of 
Christmas: Jewish law required a first-born, who 
thereby belonged to God, to be ‘bought back’. An 
offering sacrificed in the Temple on the 40th day 
after birth did this. The feast has been celebrated on 
the 40th day since the 3rd or 4th century. PF

Another reminder: 
The parish priest has poor visual memory. Please re-
mind him who you are. He may well remember you, 
but not your face!

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>.

Rublev’s icon of the Presentation


