
GOSPEL REFLECTION
You should first read the short version of today’s Gospel on p.2 or prefera-
bly the full text from your missal, bible or online here (Universalis), Jn11:1-45.

Eternal Life
In today’s Gospel, Jesus leaves what is for him safe country across the 
Jordan to go to Judea. He puts his own life at mortal risk in order to 
give life to his mortally ill friend. 
Strangely, of course, Jesus, on hearing the news of Lazarus’ grave ill-
ness, delays a few days before acting on the sisters’ message. In effect, 
he allows Lazarus to die. This means that he can enter into and address 
the grief of Martha and Mary, and of all those who subsequently mourn 
the death of loved ones. 
Martha takes comfort in her conventional belief in the resurrection of 
the dead on the last day. But Jesus majestically proclaims, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life’. For those who believe, ‘eternal life’ begins 
now; it transcends the barrier of death. 
Jesus in the end restores Lazarus to this present life. But, beyond a 
kindness to Lazarus and his sisters, this miracle is more importantly a 
sign and symbol that, in the sense mentioned above, Jesus is ‘the resur-
rection and the life’ for all believe. 
What Jesus does for Lazarus in fact plays out in miniature the whole 
pattern of his life and mission. As incarnate Son of God, he leaves the 
‘safe country’ of his eternal dwelling with the Father (Jn 1:1-2) to enter 
our world and, at the cost of his own life, give eternal life to us all. 
Each one of us, confronted with the prospect of death, is Lazarus, the 
friend for whom Jesus will give his own life. We should hear the Pas-
sion with this in mind.          Brendan Byrne SJ

Pastoral Care
The priests are always ready to discuss spiritual matters by phone or 
social media; to give Anointing of the Sick for those experiencing an 
episode of bad ill-health, and Viaticum to the dying—Fr Gaetan will 
usually provide that ministry at present. However, in cases of the Coro-
na-Virus, another priest will come who has been specially trained and 
outfitted.
Please pray for all the sick especially those in danger of death; and for 
wise leadership in the Churches and society. In Christ, Paul Fyfe SJ, PP
Mass online (click items to open)
Mass for you at home each Sunday, 6am-6:30am
Daily mass from North Sydney Parish (on demand):
From Brisbane Cathedral at 10am each Sunday (9am this Sun.)
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Cancelled except for 
very small funerals & weddings
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As requested - contact the Parish Office or 
0427 566 324 after hours.

Healing Mass
Cancelled

Weddings, Child Sacraments, RCIA
Contact Parish Office Tel: 9358 5229

https://universalis.com/Australia/20200329/mass.htm
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https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/


Entrance Procession
Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. From the deceitful and cunning 
rescue me, for you, O God, are my strength.

Collect
By your help, we beseech you, Lord our God, may we walk eagerly in that same charity with which, out of love 
for the world, your Son handed himself over to death. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son…

First Reading     Ezekiel 37:12-14.  I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live.

The Lord says this: I am going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead 
you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you 
from your graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle you on your 
own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this - it is the Lord who speaks.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 129
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, Lord, hear my voice! O let your ear be attentive to the voice of my plea-
ding.… My soul is longing for the Lord more than watchman for daybreak.….

Second Reading Romans 8:8-11 If the Spirit of him is living in you, then he will give life to your own mortal bodies

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are 
not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you 
possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, 
but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself because you have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own 
mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you.

Gospel Acclamation John 11:25, 26
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; whoever believes 
in me will not die for ever. Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel  John 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45. I am the resurrection and the life.

The sisters of Lazarus sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard this, he 
said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus 
was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this Jesus said to the disciples, “Let us 
go to Judea again.”
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in 
the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, 
even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”
Jesus was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, 
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus 
said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see 
the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for 
having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, 
so that they may believe that you sent me.”
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and 
feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him 
go.” Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him.

Communion Antiphon
Everyone who lives and believes in me will not die for ever, says the Lord. © 2020, Liturgy Brisbane
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R emembering those who have gone before us... 

Recently Deceased:  Lady Patricia Brennan, Tony Musgrave, Nanette Shiffer, Diana Armstrong, Bob Roberts 
Anniversaries: Vlatko Zaknich, Mara Separovich, Jim Caward, Bessie and Stan Duncan, Irene Hardin 
 

L et Us Pray For... 
Recently ill:  Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Or-

landi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, 
Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, So-
phie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or 

email Lynelle@stcanice.com.au.  Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list. 

Parish Calendar  

Sun, 8th Sept Meditation Base Camp, Church, 6pm.   

Sat, 14th Sept Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Indian Bazaar, St Ignatius College, Riverview, 9am - 5pm 

Sun, 22nd Sept David’s Place 20th Anniversary Mass, 10.30am, lunch in Peace Park afterwards 

Sun, 13th Oct St Canice Feast Day Mass, Church, 10.30am 
Join us for lunch after Mass in Peace Park 

Thur, 17th Oct Kitchen Volunteers Thank-you Evening, Hall, 6.15pm 

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations 
14/15 Sep Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am 
Greeters H. Campbell  S. Barnes W. Fothergill 
Readers A. Weeks C. Coggins SVC Student 

Ministers of the 
Eucharist As available 

S. Buckingham 
B. Clulow 

M. Woodburne 
S. Woodburne 

As available 

Next Week’s Readings: 
14/15 Sept 2019 

First Reading: 
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14  

Second Reading: 
1 Timothy 1:12-17  

Gospel: 
Luke 15:1-10  

Pope Francis’ message for the Season of Creation: 1 Sep. – 4 Oct. 
"God’s gaze, at the beginning of the Bible, rests lovingly on his creation… Tragically, the human response to this 
gift has been marked by sin, selfishness and a greedy desire to possess and exploit. Egoism and self-interest 
have turned creation, a place of encounter and sharing, into an arena of competition and conflict.”  
The full text is available at the doors. 
 
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults [and others]:  It’s now that time of year when we start 
the journey of enquiry for people interested in being baptised or joining the Church or developing their faith: 
• Please ask non-Catholics you know if they have thought about becoming a Christian or a Catholic. 
• Would you like to deepen you own faith by being part of this journey? 
• Can you offer to assist people on that journey, where possible, by being willing to listen and speak simply 

about your own faith? 
To assist, or if you require further information, contact Fr Paul or the office. 

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Victims of the CoronaVirus. Susan Fitzgerald, Ted Treister, Bishop John 

Bathersby, Geoff Meagher SJ  

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Those with the CoronaVirus, Robyn Bradley, Kevin Matthews, David Lynch, Gwen 

Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Jack Ryan Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, 
Anne Brennan, Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria 
Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, 
Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald 
Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor. Our RCIA candidates: Jessie & Neil.
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

  Parish Calendar
Sun 5 April Palm Sunday. Palms available from outside the Church. (End of DLS)

Thu 9 April Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper online 
  The Chrism mass is delayed until October 28

Fri 10 April Good Friday. Follow the Stations of the Cross using your own resources 
  or those the Parish supplies. Solemn ceremonies 3pm online.

Sat 11 April Easter Vigil: online

Sun 12 April Easter Sunday: online

Available
The parish is distributing helpful prayers, ar-
ticles and opportunities via email, Facebook, 
and messages and sometimes post. Please let 
us know the ways by which  you can reached. 
Updates and information about online 
masses, various  prayers, spiritual devo-
tions and exercises that can be usefully 
undertaken during this time of epidemic are 
available on the St Canice’s Elizabeth Bay 
Facebook page. If you are online, but not 
on Facebook, you may find it useful to be-
come a member during this time of added 
social isolation. <https://www.facebook.com/
StCanicesElizabethBay/>

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Tawonga is a 10-year-old girl, living with a disability. She lives in a village in northern Malawi in a 
region plagued by food insecurity and poverty. For most of her life, her parents have struggled to put 
meals on the table. Tawonga often had to miss school because she was too sick from hunger. The fam-
ily also faced discrimination in their community due to her disability. Since participating in a Caritas 
Australia supported program, Tawonga’s life has transformed. Her family now grows enough food to 
provide three meals a day, ending the struggle of malnutrition, and helping her thrive at school. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help uplift vulnerable communities and sup-
port the rights of indigenous peoples around the world. 

Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting 
<www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion> or phoning 1800 024 413.

Weddings and Funerals
Please remember those who have had to cancel 
weddings, and families impacted by restrictions on 
funerals.  As a way of support for the families, we 
can list when we have funerals. (Both of these funer-
als are of past parishioners.)
Saturday 28th March 2020 – Ted Treister
Monday 30th March 2020 – Susan Fitzgerald

https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/


A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been abused, 
please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 
<safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide sup-
port and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices

Lenten Programs 
See the Jesuit’s Creighton University ministry site 
for Lent: <https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/
CollaborativeMinistry/Lent/> 
Brisbane: “Be opened: a journey to new life”  
<http://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/assets/uploads/
brochure-final.pdf>
Broken Bay: “Lenten Listening 2020”  
<https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/parish-community/
plenary-council/our-resources>

Next Week’s Readings: Palm Sunday 
4 / 5 Apr 2020

Procession: 
Matthew 21:1-11

First Reading: 
Isaiah 50:4-7

Second Reading: 
Philippians 2:6-11

Gospel: 
Matthew 26:14–27:66

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <www.australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>.

A Prayer for Healing and Help 
Almighty and All loving God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

We pray to you through Christ the Healer 
For those who suffer from the 

Coronavirus in   …   and across our world 
We pray too for all who reach out to those  

who mourn the loss 
Of each and every person who has died  

as a result of contracting the disease. 
Give wisdom to policymakers, 

Skill to healthcare professionals and researchers, 
Comfort to everyone in distress 
And a sense of calm to us all in these 

days of uncertainty and distress. 
This we ask in the name of 

Jesus Christ our Lord  
Who showed compassion to 

the outcast, 
Acceptance to the rejected and  

Love to those whom no love was shown. 
Amen

The Pope’s powerful Urbi et Orbi meditation
Many have reported on this from a variety of angles.
For a 1-minute video summary, click here.
Click here for full text.

5th theme for Plenary 2020 
Joyful, hope-filled and servant community:  
Am I alert to the deep faith of Church members, ex-
pressed in different ways? Do I rejoice in the many 
ways people are lifted up by Catholics, locally and 
globally? Do I encourage others to join together in 
the service of faith and justice?

Jesuit Refugee Service  
Lenten Food Appeal

This week’s Food Item:
Pasta or Spaghetti

News from the Parish Priest
Adjusting to the new ‘Corona’ regime takes a lot of 
energy! But many blessings have come as well: we 
had a pilgrim arrive at 9:30pm, an odd guy who has 
walked and hitched through 59 countries, but under-
neath profoundly trusts in God. May we do the same, 
not so much in desiring good health, but being drawn 
deeper into the Mystery that is each of us.
After having to close the Kitchen because our vol-
unteers are vulnerable, Carrie has re-invented it as 

a take-away 3 days/week from 1 April. I have been 
writing to governments to try to keep it open even if 
there is a lockdown, to avoid tragedy on the streets. 
Lynelle has covered many bases, including getting 
out a “Staying in touch” request: please respond, get 
others to email us. A phone tree is our biggest hope 
– for the sake of our isolated parishioners. Currently 
our parish data is scant.
Meanwhile, pay attention to how you miss Eucharist!

https://universalis.com/Australia/20200405/mass.htm
https://australiancatholics.com.au
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/pope-francis-urbi-et-orbi-for-end-to-coronavirus-pandemic.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/urbi-et-orbi-pope-coronavirus-prayer-blessing.html
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/themes/servant/

