
8 March 2020 2nd Sunday of Lent - Year A 

Catholic Parish of St Canice 
We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.  

Anniversary of Bombing of Tokyo.  

When we think of the horrors of war our minds often turn to the nuclear bombs 
dropped on Nagasaki and Hiroshima. Each of the bombs caused many tens of 
thousands of casualties. Beside the destructive power of just two bombs, the horror 
of other weapons seems to fall into insignificance. 

On March 10, however, we commemorate the 75th anniversary of the bombing of 
Tokyo in which over 170 planes stacked with incendiary weapons killed an 
estimated 100,000 people – more than those killed by either of the nuclear weapons. 
So large a number of people died because the bombing targeted a very highly 
populated, residential section of Tokyo in which workers and their families lived in 
flimsy and flammable houses highly vulnerable to firestorms. It was technically a 
very successful operation, causing many deaths, many casualties and massive 
homelessness, with the loss of only a few planes. 

As we reflect on the bombing today it is hard not to be overwhelmed by sadness at 
the wound to our common humanity that is exposed in it. That so much human 
planning, such ingenuity in the making and deploying of weapons, such careful 
calculation of the effect of napalm and phosphorus on wood, paper and human flesh, 
and such relentlessness in the starting, feeding and renewing of fires should be 
expended for the destruction of women, children and men and as a demonstration of 
the power to kill, makes us ask what kind of human beings could do such things. 

It is easy today to avert our eyes from the wars in which we are indirectly involved 
and from the human suffering that they cause. The killing and displacement of 
people in Syria and Libya and the refusal of nations whose proxies fight the war to 
take responsibility for the victims, often don’t pass the fence of our attention. 
Contemplating the sadness of war threatens our peace of mind. Accepting the 
horrors of war as strategically necessary or as none of our business, however, risks 
corroding our humanity. As we recall the Bombing of Tokyo we are invited to ask if 
we would have as readily dedicated ourselves to the killing and devastation of so 
many people, and would as carelessly have accepted its necessity. 

Recognising the ability of war to dull our moral sensitivity might also make us 
reflect on how we allow the metaphor of war to shape our thinking about other 
aspects of human life. War presupposes that we have enemies, face a dire threat to 
our own lives, and are ready to damage our enemy. It also invites a fascination with 
the weapons of war, the willingness to do what it takes to win and to allow the goal 
to justify any means to achieve it. It silences moral reflection. 

For this reason governments are always tempted to militarise their policies – to wage 
war against asylum seekers, to turn immigration officials into a Border Force, 
fishermen into pirates, and to cite operational reasons as the excuse for keeping 
secret the shameful things that are done in the name of the nation. 

The Bombing of Tokyo took place 75 years ago. But in remembering it, we are 
drawn back to consider our own society and to ask how far we respect the humanity 
of each person, including those we have come to see as enemies. 
Andrew Hamilton SJ 

Parish Directory 
 
St Canice Parish 
28 Roslyn Street,  
Rushcutters Bay  NSW  2011 
Tel:   9358 5229    
Website:   www.stcanice.org.au 
Email:   parish@stcanice.com.au  
 
Parish Priest  
Paul Fyfe SJ 
parishpriest@stcanice.com.au  
 
Assistant Priest 
Gaetan Pereira SJ 
gtnpereira@gmail.com 
 
Parish Manager 
Lynelle Lembryk 
9358 5229 
lynelle@stcanice.com.au 
 
Community Relations Manager 
Carrie Deane 
carrie@caniceskitchen.org 
 
Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council 
To be advised  
 
Director JRS 
Carolina Gottardo 
carolina.gottardo@jrs.org.au   
 
Jesuit Refugee Service - Australia 
www.jrs.org.au 
9356 3888 
 
Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil - 6pm 
Sunday– 8:30am and 10:30am 
Tuesday to Friday– 7:00am 
Saturday– 9.00am  Vigil- 6:00pm 
Public Holidays– 9:00am 
 
Reconciliation 
Before Vigil and Sunday Masses or on  
request 
 
Anointing  
As requested - please contact the  
Parish Office  
 
Healing Mass  
11:00am - First Friday of each month 
otherwise by request 
 
Weddings, Child Sacraments, RCIA 
Contact Parish Office Tel: 93585229 

W e extend a warm welcome to Bishop Terry Brady at all Masses this 
weekend.  Please take the opportunity to have a chat with him after Mass 

to share elements of our parish life and activities with him. 

https://www.stcanice.org.au/
mailto:parish@stcanice.com.au
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R emembering those who have gone before us... 
Recently Deceased:  Geoff Meagher SJ 

Anniversaries:  William Harding    Deceased:  Peter Novetski, Joseph Chen 

L et Us Pray For... 

Recently ill:  Kevin Matthews, David Lynch, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, , Jack Ryan 

Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Anne Brennan, Rosemary O’Hare, Michael 

Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, 

Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie 

Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan 

Agbor.  Our RCIA candidates:  Jessie & Neil.   
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or email 

Lynelle@stcanice.com.au.  Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list. 

Parish Calendar  

Sun, 8th Mar 9.30am, 1st Reconciliation Lesson, Parish Hall 

6pm, Meditation, Church 

Mon, 9th Mar 6.30 - 7.30pm - Depression Anonymous, Parish Hall 

Thu, 19th Mar 6.30pm, 1st Reconciliation Liturgy, Church 

Thu, 26th Mar 6.30pm, Lenten 2nd Rite of Reconciliation, church 

Sat, 28th Mar 1pm, David’s Place Mass, David’s Place  

Next Week’s Readings: 
14/15 Mar 

First Reading: 
Exodus 17:3-7  

Second Reading: 
Romans 5:1-2, 5-8  

Gospel: 
John 4:5-15, 19-26, 39-42  

 

 

The following publications are 
available at the back of the church: 

• Catholic Weekly - $2 - please 
place $2 in SVDP box on wall 
near back table of church 

• Australian Catholics 

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations 

7/8 Mar     

 G. Losurdo H. Campbell S. Barnes 

 
P. Campbell-

Hardwick 
A. Weeks T. Hunt  

Ministers of 
the Eucharist 

As available As available 
1 Eucharistic  

Minister Req’d 

14/15 Mar       

 W. Fothergill J. Freckman  A Devarajan 

 B. McSoriley J. Higgins C. Coggins 

Ministers of 
the Eucharist 

As available As available 
1 Eucharistic  

Minister Req’d 

 

Second Sunday of Lent 

Twenty-seven-year-old Phany was a struggling farmer and was forced to leave her daughter to take up 
construction work in the city.  Her life has been transformed since joining a Caritas supported pro-
gram, learning crop growing skills and better water management, to combat drought. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 and help mothers like Phany continue to uplift their com-
munities, and provide food for their families.   

Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413. 



Invitation to join our Lenten Program   
This year our Lenten Program will feature the Dio-
cese of Wollongong Program “Grace”.  You are invit-
ed to join Fr Gaetan in one of 2 ways: 

1. Sunday Mornings, commences this Sunday 8th 
March @ 9.30am in the Church:   

2. Tuesday Evenings, commences this Tuesday 10th 
March @ 6.30pm in the Church:   

Further Enquiries:  Lynelle on 9358 5229. 

Good Friday 3pm Service 
Would you like to be involved? 
This year we invite you to be involved in organising 
and taking an active role in our Good Friday 3pm Ser-
vice.  Further Enquiries: please speak directly with 
Lynelle or Fr Gaetan on 9358 5229.   

Easter Choir 
This year we would like to invite interested people to 
sing at one or both of our  Holy Thursday Mass (9th 
April) and Saturday Easter Vigil Mass (11th April)  
Please join us on the following dates for rehearsals: 
Thursday @ 6pm in the church   

Taking Communion to the Sick 
An important part of our pastoral ministry here at St 
Canice is taking Holy Communion to the residents of 
Lulworth and Trebartha Aged Care Facilities.  We 
need more people to join this important ministry.  
Further Enquiries:  Lynelle on 9358 5229.  

Can you help a Lulworth resident? 
Mrs. Sheila Christian, a resident of Lulworth and 
long time Parishioner of St Canice's is seeking a 
person who could assist her each week for about an 
hour to “freshen up” her clothes.  She is willing to 
pay generously. Please contact directly on  
9357 7323.   

Are you around for our Easter Services?   
Then you might like to participate in any of our Litur-
gies as readers, eucharistic ministers, or greeters.  
Please write your name on the blank roster which is 
located on the bench in the Sacristy. A firm roster 
will be set up and we will be in contact in the next 
few weeks.   
Further Enquiries:  Lynelle on 9358 5229. 

CoronaVirus policy: St Canice's 
1. No holy water. 2. Bow at the sign of peace. 3. 
Communion: no chalice; in the hand. 4. Ministers use 
hand sanitiser. 

First chaplain to the Poles in Australia 
50th anniversary On 7 April 1870, a Polish Jesuit, Fr 
Leon Rogalski SJ arrived in Sevenhill SA, quite pos-
sibly the first dedicated migrant chaplain brought to 
Australia. Descendants of early Polish settlers are in-
vited to the Clare Valley on the weekend of 20 - 21 
March to celebrate. Cf. http://polishfederation.org.au/
pilgrimage.pdf 

Parish Notices 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been abused, please contact the police. Alternative-
ly, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to 

your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Last Weekend’s Mass Collections 
1st:   $775.65 inc. planned giving envelopes 
2nd:   $421.15 

Jesuit Refugee Service Lenten Food Appeal 

Thank you for your donation of Cooking Oil this week. 

Next Week’s Food Item:  Tinned Tomatoes/Chickpeas/red kidney beans 

22nd March:  Long Life milk 29th March: Pasta or Spagetti 

Please leave the items in the tubs located at the back of the church. 

Lenten Programs  

See the Jesuit’s Creighton University ministry site 
for Lent: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/

CollaborativeMinistry/Lent/  

Brisbane: “Be opened: a journey to new life” http://
evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/assets/uploads/

brochure-final.pdf 

Broken Bay: “Lenten Listening 2020”  
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/parish-community/

plenary-council/our-resources  

 
We encourage outreach to and with the young.  We seek 
to listen to them, inviting them to be creative, just and 

generous, encouraging them to be open to the journey of 
Christian faith. For our Church and nation, we wish to 
form a new generation, grounded in faith and justice as 

2nd theme for our Plenary Council 2020 

“Inclusive, participatory & synodal”.  
Can I better welcome some individuals or group? 

Could I encourage someone, e.g. someone young or 
from a marginal sector, to take more responsibility in 

the Church? Am I willing to engage with other  
Christian and religious traditions? 

 12th March 
 19th March 

 26th March 
 2nd April 

Further Enquiries:  Claudine - 0413 333 270 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Lent/
https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Lent/
http://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/assets/uploads/brochure-final.pdf
http://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/assets/uploads/brochure-final.pdf
http://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/assets/uploads/brochure-final.pdf
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/parish-community/plenary-council/our-resources
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