


Railaco Parish in Timor – Leste and St. Canice’s Parish 
in Australia have cultivated a very fruitful long-distance 
relationship since the year of 2004. St. Canice’s parish in 
Australia has been supporting the Railaco Jesuit Mission 
in various humanitarian and education programs such 
as Feeding Program, Clinic of Nain Feto Virgem Maria, 
mobile clinic, and NOSSEF high school. Throughout 
these years and through these programs, we can see the 
impacts and the fruits of this longstanding relationship.

Among the many good fruits cultivated by the two 
parishes is Jesuit scholastic, Bonifacio Bano Lay Ribeiro 
SJ. This 23-year-old Railaco parishioner has taken his 
first vows as a Jesuit here in East Timor. Bonifacio first 
experienced the St Canice / Railaco relationship as a 
child benefitting from the Children’s Feeding Program, 
and also studied and graduated from the Railaco Jesuit 
Secondary School, NOSSEF before being accepted into 
the Novitiate and undertaking studies at the Instituto 
São João de Brito (ISJB), the Jesuit Teachers Training 
College in East Timor.  

Throughout this article, we will get to know more about 
Bony and his life and experiences with Railaco through-
out fifteen years and how it gave him the opportunity to 
enter the Jesuit candidacy. He is a wonderful example 
of what can come from a good relationship especially a 
relationship like Railaco and the St. Canice’s parish in 
Australia. 

On April 27th, 2020, Bonifacio Bano Lay Ribeiro also 
known as ‘Bony’, pronounced his First Vows (Poverty, 
Chastity, and Obedience) after two years of formation as 
a Jesuit Novice in Manresa Jesuit Novitiate House, Dili, 
Timor – Leste. He is now the first Jesuit scholastic from 
Railaco to continue his First Studies in formation for the 
priesthood. 

Bony grew up in Railaco with his mother and father and 
three of his siblings. His father is a gardener only to take 
care of the fruits and flowers that they plant in their

backyards. Bony’s mother is a teacher in Jardim Infantil 
(Kindergarten) in Railaco. Both his older brother and 
his sister are currently studying at the National Universi-
ty of Timor – Lorosa’e (UNTL) and his youngest brother 
is studying at Colégio Santo Inácio de Loiola (CSIL). 

“My dad stays at home to take care of our plants, fruits 
and flowers most of the time but he is a self-employed 
plumber as well. My mom teaches at Jardim Infantil in 
Railaco and sometimes she helps the parish to prepare 
food for the visitors from Australia and other places 
as well. My families are doing better now but it was a 
little bit difficult at the time when I was still in primary 
school”. 

Bony joined the Feeding program when he was still in 
primary school at the time when feeding program had 
just started in the center of Railaco. He clearly remem-
bers his experiences with the Feeding Program that Fr. 
Bong and his team conducted at the time. 

“After the school we usually go to receive food that the 
Feeding Program team prepared. Many children in the 
center of Railaco joined the program. We had porridge 
that was mixed with chicken and vegetables and we were 
also given milk and sometimes eggs. They were nutri-
tious for our health. The food was also very good, and 
we really enjoyed them because we were little, and we 
could not get those kinds of meal at home everyday. It’s 
been fifteen years and it is remarkable to see how the 
program is still continuing in Railaco and has expanded 
even more to remote villages in Railaco and not just in 
the center of Railaco”. 



“The Feeding Program was not just to feed children 
but also to teach them how to be grateful in life and 
how to pray before eating, and to share happiness 
with others in life. There were activities like singing, 
dancing and also arts that we had to do before 
receiving our meal. But more importantly was 
praying before enjoying our food”.

After his primary school, Bony continued his education 
at NOSSEF high school. Bony felt very lucky to be a 
student at NOSSEF because of the scholarship that he 
and his fellow NOSSEF students received at the time. 
“I was always in the list of the top ten students in our 
class, so I was granted a scholarship by Sister Rita from 
Australia. But so many other indigent students from 
remote villages of Railaco and Ermera also received 
scholarship. Many of the students in Railaco rely on 
support like this, otherwise it would be very hard. It is 
amazing to see the donors’ support that have helped 
many students to continue in their education. Many 
NOSSEF alumni are now studying in ISJB and some in 
other universities and still on scholarship”. 

At the time when he was studying at NOSSEF, Boni-
facio lived in a house with his parents and siblings in 
Railaco, around 5 minutes walk from NOSSEF. It was an 
advantage for him because he did not have to walk far 
to get to school not like the other NOSSEF students that 
lived in remote villages two to three hours of walk from 
the school. Fortunately, with the help of the donors, 
NOSSEF now has a dormitory to accommodate indi-
gent students that live in the far-flung villages. “I was 
lucky because we lived very close to NOSSEF. At the 
time, many NOSSEF students lived very far across the 
mountains and rugged terrains in small villages. Many 
of them were very bright students but at the time when 
there was no dormitory for them to stay near the school, 
they could not cope well with their studies because they 
had to walk three to four hours just to get to school. It is 
wonderful to see the initiatives from the Jesuits and the 
donors’ response to this issue by building the dormitory 
for them to stay and now more than forty boys are stay-
ing in the dormitory”. 



Bony then entered the Jesuit Candidacy after graduat-
ing from NOSSEF high school in 2014. His passion to 
becoming a Jesuit began to emerge when saw the lives 
of the Jesuits in Railaco and also benefactors that have 
no kinship with the people in Railaco but willing to give 
support. “They were missionaries, but they lived like 
Timorese. For example, one day I saw Fr. Bong lying 
underneath his four-wheel-drive, his body was covered 
with oil and he was fixing his car just to be able to go 
to the villages. I also knew about St. Canice and their 
involvement in helping Railaco since my first experience 
with the feeding program and some of St. Canice parish-
ioners actually visited Railaco as well. So, I was inspired 
by all these people and I know that maybe being a Jesuit 
is a good way for me to help others too”. 

Bony’s life experience shows an example of what can 
come from a good relationship, the relationship that 
St. Canice and Railaco has for the last fifteen years. It is 
wonderful to see how Railaco has come so far. It is such 
a commitment from the St. Canice parishioners and 
friends in Australia to support Railaco for these many 
years. 



We are hopeful that by supporting the education and 
doing humanitarian works in Railaco will open up 
opportunities, hopes and dreams for them to flourish

to become persons that will bring back good and pros-
perity for their communities.



Special St Ignatius Feast Day Mass at St 
Canice’s at which a special appeal is done 

each year to benefit Railaco
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Canice Immersion Tour in 
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About	  the	  titlte	  :	  
“	  Lia-tatoli”	  means	  :	  
	  
Before	  Jesus	  Christ	  ascended	  to	  heaven,	  he	  “entrusted	  the	  message”	  (lia-tatoli)	  to	  mankind	  in	  order	  
to	  bring	  it	  into	  the	  worship	  and	  comfort	  of	  peoples.	  “You	  go	  to	  convey	  My	  word”.	  The	  Jesuits	  Region	  in	  
Timor-‐Leste	  calls	  us	  all	  to	  channel	  the	  responsibility	  and	  give	  each	  other	  a	  close	  look	  at	  Jesus.	   “The	  
message	  entruste	  to	  us”	  (lia-tatoli)	  wants	  to	  be	  a	  conduit	  to	  connect	  all	  of	  us	  who	  are	  friends	  on	  the	  
journey	   of	   Jesus	   and	   who	   share	   the	   mission	   of	   Jesus	   Christ.	   “lia-tatoli”	   now	   becomes	   the	   official	  
newsletter	  of	  the	  East	  Timor	  Region.	  
	  
	  
Support	  Our	  Work	  :	  
The	  Jesuit	  in	  Timor-‐Leste	  rely	  on	  generous	  support	  of	  our	  friends,	  donors	  and	  collaborators	  to	  carry	  
out	  our	  work	  in	  the	  service	  of	  the	  faith	  and	  promotion	  of	  the	  justice.	  Through	  this	  newsletter	  we	  share	  
with	  you	  news	  and	  updates	  of	  our	  many	  projects	  and	  activities,	  particularly	  those	  for	  which	  continued	  
support	  is	  needed	  in	  various	  ways.	  If	  you	  wish	  to	  know	  more	  about	  our	  work	  or	  donate	  to	  a	  project,	  
please	  email	  :	  etr.communications@gmail.com	  ,	  visit	  our	  website	  https://timor-leste-jesuits.org	  ,	  or	  like	  
our	  fan	  page	  at	  Jesuíta	  em	  Timor	  Leste.	  
	  

Railaco and St Canice’s in Sydney
Sister Parishes since 2004.

A pastoral, humanitarian, and educational collaboration 
inspired by Fr Steve Sinn SJ and Fr Martin Bong SJ, 

continues to enjoy the generous support of St Canice 
parishioners. A group from St Canice’s visited Railaco in 

2019 and were  delighted to meet Bonifacio in person 
and learn of his early life in Railaco, and now on his way to 

becoming a Jesuit priest.  Congratulations!


