
Pope Francis’ Intention for May
We pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and the poor, may 
be an invigorating symbol for the entire Church.
For most of the history of the Catholic Church, deacons have been mainly 
symbolic. Their distinctive mission was largely taken over by priests, with 
the result that people approved to be ordained as priests were made deacons a 
short time before their priestly ordination. Their role in church life was con-
fined to ritual, in which they had a minor part. They effectively were symbols 
of the higher rank of priests in the church.
When Pope Francis prays that deacons may be an invigorating symbol for the 
Church, he may have in mind reversing the past emphasis on what deacons 
could not do, and so focusing on what in a healthy church they might do and 
be. In this hope he builds on the work of Vatican II, which reintroduced dea-
cons as a life-long ministry with a responsibility for leading prayer, preaching 
and taking responsibility for church communities where there was no priest. 
The Council had in mind particularly remote communities, prisons, hospi-
tals and similar congregations of people on the edge of church organisation.
This approach to deacons takes us back to the appointment of the first dea-
cons in the early church. The preaching of the apostles attracted people to 
follow Jesus as Christians and to become part of the Church. As a result the 
apostles carried a double responsibility for preaching, and for caring for the 
poor and needy among the new converts. They appointed deacons to take 
care of the latter. Stephen, soon to be the first recorded Christian martyr, 
was one of the first deacons.
The care of the poor was the first responsibility of the early deacons, and 
remained so. The Christian congregations were distinctive in helping both 
their own and other poor people. In time they took on some of the respon-
sibilities of welfare agencies today. The deacons’ role necessarily expanded 
beyond personal charity to require administrative and financial skills. These 
roles became centralised under bishops and clergy, with the result that in 
the Western church deacons became a relic with a purely liturgical role. 
Pope Francis does not explain what he means by saying that deacons should be 
an invigorating symbol for the church. But from his priorities as Pope we can 
imagine that he wants service to the Word and the poor to be responsibilities 
taken up by all Catholics and not reserved to Bishops and priests. He wants 
to bring together in the Church the care for the poor and the prayer life of the 
church’ The church will be like a field hospital on the battlefield and not a 
place to find quiet from the struggles of the world.
In this vision, lay people would have much larger role with a deeper sense 
of their own mission modelled on the deacons in the early church. Deacons 
themselves would embody this role. They would not be seen as an add-on to 
the ministry of the Church. They would lie at its centre, which is to preach the 
Gospel to the poor. In the Church, bishops, priests and deacons would have 
their own distinctive place, united in their service to Word and the poor.  
           Andrew Hamilton SJ
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Fourth Sunday oF EaStEr — 3 May 2020
Entrance Procession
The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; by the word of the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia.

Collect
Almighty ever-living God, lead us to a share in the joys of heaven, so that the humble flock may reach where 
the brave Shepherd has gone before. …  for ever and ever.

First Reading  Acts 2:14, 36-41 God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ.
When the days of Pentecost had come. Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the 
crowd. “Let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this 
Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and 
to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away everyone whom the Lord our 
God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves 
from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three 
thousand persons were added to their number.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 22:1-6  In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Second Reading 1 Peter 2:20-25  You had gone astray but now you have come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
Brothers and sisters: If you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. For to this 
you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow 
in his steps. “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When he was abused, he did not 
return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. Christ 
himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his 
wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd 
and guardian of your souls.

Gospel Acclamation John 10:14
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I 
know my sheep, and mine know me. Alleluia!

Gospel   John 10:1-10 I am the gate of the sheep-
fold.
Jesus said to the Pharisees: “Very truly, I tell you, anyone 
who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in 
by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters 
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper 
opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He 
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When 
he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, 
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 
They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him 
because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus 
used this figure of speech with them, but they did not un-
derstand what he was saying to them. So again Jesus said 
to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 
All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the 
sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters 
by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find 
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”

Communion Antiphon
The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his life for his sheep and willingly died for his flock, alleluia.
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R emembering those who have gone before us... 

Recently Deceased:  Lady Patricia Brennan, Tony Musgrave, Nanette Shiffer, Diana Armstrong, Bob Roberts 
Anniversaries: Vlatko Zaknich, Mara Separovich, Jim Caward, Bessie and Stan Duncan, Irene Hardin 
 

L et Us Pray For... 
Recently ill:  Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Or-

landi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, 
Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, So-
phie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or 

email Lynelle@stcanice.com.au.  Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list. 

Parish Calendar  

Sun, 8th Sept Meditation Base Camp, Church, 6pm.   

Sat, 14th Sept Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Indian Bazaar, St Ignatius College, Riverview, 9am - 5pm 

Sun, 22nd Sept David’s Place 20th Anniversary Mass, 10.30am, lunch in Peace Park afterwards 

Sun, 13th Oct St Canice Feast Day Mass, Church, 10.30am 
Join us for lunch after Mass in Peace Park 

Thur, 17th Oct Kitchen Volunteers Thank-you Evening, Hall, 6.15pm 

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations 
14/15 Sep Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am 
Greeters H. Campbell  S. Barnes W. Fothergill 
Readers A. Weeks C. Coggins SVC Student 

Ministers of the 
Eucharist As available 

S. Buckingham 
B. Clulow 

M. Woodburne 
S. Woodburne 

As available 

Next Week’s Readings: 
14/15 Sept 2019 

First Reading: 
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14  

Second Reading: 
1 Timothy 1:12-17  

Gospel: 
Luke 15:1-10  

Pope Francis’ message for the Season of Creation: 1 Sep. – 4 Oct. 
"God’s gaze, at the beginning of the Bible, rests lovingly on his creation… Tragically, the human response to this 
gift has been marked by sin, selfishness and a greedy desire to possess and exploit. Egoism and self-interest 
have turned creation, a place of encounter and sharing, into an arena of competition and conflict.”  
The full text is available at the doors. 
 
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults [and others]:  It’s now that time of year when we start 
the journey of enquiry for people interested in being baptised or joining the Church or developing their faith: 
• Please ask non-Catholics you know if they have thought about becoming a Christian or a Catholic. 
• Would you like to deepen you own faith by being part of this journey? 
• Can you offer to assist people on that journey, where possible, by being willing to listen and speak simply 

about your own faith? 
To assist, or if you require further information, contact Fr Paul or the office. 

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Margaret Clery, Robyn Bradley, Susan Fitzgerald, Ted Treister, Bishop 

John Bathersby, & victims of the CoronaVirus. Anniversaries: Leon Toohey, Marian Lembryk. 

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Those with the CoronaVirus, Kevin Matthews, David Lynch, Gwen Feeney, Aloys-

ious Mowe SJ, Jack Ryan Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Anne Brennan, 
Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, 
Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, 
Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie 
Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor. Our RCIA candidates: Jessie & Neil.
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

  Parish Calendar
Sun 3 May Fourth Easter: Our masses online, Sat 6pm, Sun 10:30am 
 Good Shepherd Sunday. World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
 Drop in on the Morning Tea Zoom Mtg: 11:20am - 1:30pm click here 
Wed 6 May Our mass online, 12 noon 
Fri 8 May Our mass online, 12 noon 
Sun 10 May  Fifth Easter: Our masses online, Sat 6pm, Sun 10:30am 
   

Weddings & Funerals: Please remember those who have had to cancel weddings, and families im-
pacted by restrictions on funerals. As a way of support for the families, we can list funerals here. 

Isolation ideas
Here is a 14-day retreat, Jesus in the desert, de-
signed by Australian Jesuits and Ignatian direc-
tors that you can use during this time. 

Easter: Christ is risen indeed!
We continue in the joy of Easter for another 4 weeks. After preparing our hearts through 
Lent, now is the time to reconsider the ways in which I/we live out my/our following of the 
risen Jesus. You might consider how a new Pastoral Council could be  brought to life.

Planned giving
Where you can, please continue to support the 
parish, either by handing in envelopes or con-
tacting Lynelle, preferably by email, in regard to 
online giving.

Catholic Weekly – digital 
The Catholic Weekly is available in a digital 
form at <www.catholicweekly.com.au>

Our online masses and cuppa catch-up
Again, after 10:30am mass on Sunday you are invited to get yourself a cup of something and 
jump into our virtual gathering on Zoom. Click here to simply see some other parishioners, and 
perhaps some chat. Last week individuals and families enjoyed the opportunity. Let’s see where 
it takes us. [Meeting ID: 763 8826 1298 Password: 047652]
Other options: Mass for you at home each Sunday 6am-6:30am, Channel 10/10HD or replay.      
Daily mass from North Sydney Parish (on demand). See our web-page ‘MassTimes during COVID-19’

New telephone system
Our phone system upgraded should be in place 
this week. Please be patient with its quirks.

Historic day!
This Sunday 3 May, marks the 200th anniver-
sary of the arrival of the first official Catholic 
priests in Australia, Fr John Joseph Therry and 
Fr Philip Conolly.

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>.

https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76388261298?pwd=VHR1eUl0NllOVnkxRGV0OXlCQnQ4UT09
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.pray.com.au/with-jesus-in-the-desert-a-retreat-for-a-time-of-isolation/
https://www.pray.com.au/with-jesus-in-the-desert-a-retreat-for-a-time-of-isolation/
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76388261298?pwd=VHR1eUl0NllOVnkxRGV0OXlCQnQ4UT09
https://10play.com.au/mass-for-you-at-home
https://www.youtube.com/user/cathnews
https://www.stcanice.org.au/mass-times-2/
https://www.jesuit.org.au/
https://australiancatholics.com.au/
https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/
https://www.madonnamagazine.com.au/


A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices

Jesuit Refugee Service  
Lenten Food Appeal

Thanks for all your support. JRS is in 
great need during this crisis.

Next Week’s Readings:  
9 / 10 May 2020

First Reading:  Acts 6:1-7

Second Reading:  1 Peter 2:4-9

Gospel:  John 14:1–12

Update on our Kitchen
Our Kitchen now offers a St Vincen’ts Hospital pop-up GP clinic on Wednesdays. Lunch (take-away only) is 
provided  from Tuesday to Friday, 11am – noon, including a take away coffee service (10am to 12noon). We 
are giving away as many as 100 food packs per day. Guests can also avail themselves of our secure and serviced 
shower and toilet facilities. In the coming week we plan to offer. Next, we will offer an evening meal on Monday 
and Tuesdays. These times are chosen to complement other services in the area. Clothing event days, and a Virtual 
Sleepout event that children can take part in are in the pipeline
We are urgently seeking funds to support the roll out more of our COVID-19 response plan which includes: 
• 7-day a week take-away food service with strict protocols • Phone call service for isolated com munity members 
needing support •Access to toilets & showers at our premises • Take-away toiletry and sanitary packs. Please con-
sider contributing to our online fundraising page. Click here <https://canices-kitchen-emergency-fund.raisely.com/>

Please Note!
The parish is distributing spiritual resources via email, 
Facebook, messages and post if necessary. Please let us 
know how you can reached. Perhaps on someone else’s 
behalf, you could let us know their email address.
Updates and information about online masses, 
various prayers, spiritual devotions and exercises 
that can be usefully undertaken during this time of 
epidemic are on  our webpage and the ‘St Canice’s 
Elizabeth Bay’ Facebook page. If online, but not on 
Facebook, you may find it useful to become a mem-
ber at this time of added social isolation.  
<https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/>

JRS is in great need of these items. 
You can drop them off at St Canice’s.

Monday & Wednesday, 9am – 11am  ONLY. 
Please, not at other times.

Eternal God, to whom we turn in our distress; in 
faith we pray look with compassion on the afflicted, 
grant eternal rest to the dead, comfort to mourners, 
healing to the sick, peace to the dying, strength to 
healthcare workers, wisdom to our leaders and the 
courage to reach out to all in love, so that togeth-
er we may give glory to your holy name. Through 
Christ our Lord.         (Mass in Time of Pandemic)

Topics for discussion ? !
Is there a great spiritual 
thirst that the COVID-19 
situation has brought to the 
surface? How might we in 
this parish tap into that? 
How should we convoke a 
new Parish Pastoral Coun-
cil?  
Maybe topics for the Virtu-
al Morning Tea?

‘Retreat 101’ continued
Take 15 minutes sometime this week to pray about 
the Gift of Protection—part of the ‘Field Hospital’ 
Retreat brought to you by Jesuit Mission and First 
Spiritual Exercises Team. Click here and choose 
the second prayer-time – Gift of Protection—unless 
you have gone ahead yourself! Listen to the guided 
prayer. 
Tip: if you want to listen and follow the text, con-
trol-click the ‘click here’ and open the page in a new 
window, so you can keep listening.

World Day of Prayer for Vocations
Some shameless Jesuit self-promotion! 
Here Facebook: and here YouTube: 
Please pray that all our parishioners will respond 
to whatever call God makes on us!

http://www.jrs.org.au/how-to-help-refugees-and-people-seeking-asylum-during-covid-19/
https://universalis.com/Australia/mass.htm
https://canices-kitchen-emergency-fund.raisely.com/
https://www.stcanice.org.au/mass-times-2/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.jrs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/single-page.pdf
https://jesuitmission.org.au/latest/coronavirus/field-hospital/fse/
https://jesuitmission.org.au/latest/coronavirus/field-hospital/fse/
https://www.facebook.com/JesuitVocationsAustralia/videos/874775169668939/
https://youtu.be/CYlVrmHhSyQ

