
In the midst of death
We who once were dead now live, fully knowing Jesus as our head. 

Life is overflowing when he breaks the bread. Muus Jacobse
The difficult period around the passing of my mother carried a great blessing. 
My sisters taught me how a family can deal well with death. As a hospital 
chaplain and as a priest I had learnt a fair bit: e.g. adults sometimes project their 
anxieties onto their children and pass them on by not allowing them to attend a 
funeral. But my sisters taught me, and the children who came to mum’s house, 
how to make friends with the body of a dead person. And we did, for 5 days. 
Fear and anxiety resulting from the sometimes deadly COVID-19 can be read-
ily detected in social media; much of what passes as rational argument about 
whether children should go back to school (or a dozen other issues) has that 
underpinning. Few of us are immune to some of that worry! How many have 
got the COVID-Safe app more for potential benefit to themselves than for be-
ing good citizens?
The fear of death, and the wanting to get control of it, is also part of the reason 
for the desire to bring in a ‘euthanasia’ law. It’s not unusual for articulate pro-
ponents, supposedly making an argument on behalf of their loved ones, actu-
ally talking about the difficulty they had in dealing with a long dying. Putting 
Christ and good example to one side for the moment, like other elderly with 
whom I have I have discussed this, I don’t want there to be a half a dozen or 
more people obliged to take responsibility for bringing about my death: that is 
antithetical to my sense of being human, and destined to die.
This last week Jesuits have been recalling the remarkable Geoff King SJ, who 
died from the dreadful motor-neurone disease in 2015. Two years before, he 
wrote a wonderful piece for the morning newspaper. Here is an excerpt:

I have had a wonderful life, and for this I am immensely grateful. I have now 
entered into much darker places, but even here I find new life. Ultimately 
for me this is not a matter of reason, but a matter of faith. I believe in a cre-
ator (and creative) God and I believe in the paradoxical power of the cross.
I do not believe that suffering is meaningless, but that, like Christ’s 
suffering, it can be redemptive. Of course, we should do all we rea-
sonably can to prevent suffering, but we will still be confronted with it.
This awful disease puts me in solidarity with others suffering around 
the world. It has enabled me to enter into the world of the disabled, 
such as the other wheelchair passengers I meet on the train. With 
them I see the world with new eyes. I have also discovered how much 
people love me… 
None of this is to pretend that motor neurone is not an absolutely 
awful disease, that the later stages in particular are about as nasty as 
it gets. I just hope that I can maintain my positive attitude as things get 
a lot tougher.

Similarly, I’ve known a number of ordinary people who have faced death 
with a small wooden cross in their palm, ready to fully know him who 
died for them.       Paul Fyfe SJ
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FiFth Sunday oF EaStEr — 10 May 2020
Collect
Almighty ever-living God, constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery within us, that those you were pleased to 
make new in Holy Baptism may, under your protective care, bear much fruit and come to the joys of life eter-
nal. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, …

First Reading  Acts 6:1-7 They elected seven men filled with the Spirit and wisdom.
Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists complained against the 
Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food. And the twelve called 
together the whole community of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should neglect the word of God 
in order to wait on tables. Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full 
of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to 
prayer and to serving the word.” What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 
convert of Antioch. They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 
The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 
many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 32:1-2, 4-5, 18-19
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
…The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those who hope in his love, to rescue their souls from death… R.

Second Reading 1 Peter 2:4-9 You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood.
Come to the Lord, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight. Like living 
stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices accept-
able to God through Jesus Christ.
For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not 
believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and “A stone that makes 
them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 
destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you 
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.

Gospel Acclamation  John 14:6 
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; no one comes to the Father, except through 
me. Alleluia!

Gospel   John 14:1-12 I am the way, the truth, and the life.
Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Fa-
ther’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 
am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, 
we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with 
you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that 
I say to you I do not speak on my own but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very 
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the Father.”

Communion Antiphon
I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit in 
plenty, alleluia.

Happy Mothers Day to all who ‘mother’!  🎉 👏
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R emembering those who have gone before us... 

Recently Deceased:  Lady Patricia Brennan, Tony Musgrave, Nanette Shiffer, Diana Armstrong, Bob Roberts 
Anniversaries: Vlatko Zaknich, Mara Separovich, Jim Caward, Bessie and Stan Duncan, Irene Hardin 
 

L et Us Pray For... 
Recently ill:  Rosemary O’Hare, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Or-

landi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, 
Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, So-
phie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 5229 or 

email Lynelle@stcanice.com.au.  Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list. 

Parish Calendar  

Sun, 8th Sept Meditation Base Camp, Church, 6pm.   

Sat, 14th Sept Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Indian Bazaar, St Ignatius College, Riverview, 9am - 5pm 

Sun, 22nd Sept David’s Place 20th Anniversary Mass, 10.30am, lunch in Peace Park afterwards 

Sun, 13th Oct St Canice Feast Day Mass, Church, 10.30am 
Join us for lunch after Mass in Peace Park 

Thur, 17th Oct Kitchen Volunteers Thank-you Evening, Hall, 6.15pm 

Roster for Eucharistic Celebrations 
14/15 Sep Vigil 6pm 8.30am 10.30am 
Greeters H. Campbell  S. Barnes W. Fothergill 
Readers A. Weeks C. Coggins SVC Student 

Ministers of the 
Eucharist As available 

S. Buckingham 
B. Clulow 

M. Woodburne 
S. Woodburne 

As available 

Next Week’s Readings: 
14/15 Sept 2019 

First Reading: 
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14  

Second Reading: 
1 Timothy 1:12-17  

Gospel: 
Luke 15:1-10  

Pope Francis’ message for the Season of Creation: 1 Sep. – 4 Oct. 
"God’s gaze, at the beginning of the Bible, rests lovingly on his creation… Tragically, the human response to this 
gift has been marked by sin, selfishness and a greedy desire to possess and exploit. Egoism and self-interest 
have turned creation, a place of encounter and sharing, into an arena of competition and conflict.”  
The full text is available at the doors. 
 
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults [and others]:  It’s now that time of year when we start 
the journey of enquiry for people interested in being baptised or joining the Church or developing their faith: 
• Please ask non-Catholics you know if they have thought about becoming a Christian or a Catholic. 
• Would you like to deepen you own faith by being part of this journey? 
• Can you offer to assist people on that journey, where possible, by being willing to listen and speak simply 

about your own faith? 
To assist, or if you require further information, contact Fr Paul or the office. 

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Simon van den Beld, Rosemary O’Hare, Margaret Clery, Robyn Bradley, 

Susan Fitzgerald, & victims of COVID-19 inc. Jesuits in Philadelphia (7), Ontario (5), Ireland and 
other places. Anniversaries: John Patrick Brien, Leon Toohey, Marian Lembryk. 

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Those with the CoronaVirus, Kevin Matthews, David Lynch, Gwen Feeney, Aloys-

ious Mowe SJ, Jack Ryan Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Anne Brennan, 
Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, 
Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, 
Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Ve-
ronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor. Our RCIA candidates: Jessie & Neil.
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.

  Parish Calendar
Sun 10 May Fifth Easter: Our masses online, Sat 6pm, Sun 10:30am  here 
  Drop in on the Cuppa Catch-up Zoom Mtg: 11:20am - 1pm+ here 
Wed  13 May Our mass online, 12 noon 
Thu  14 May St Matthias, apostle. [Pope’s Global Compact on Education moved to Oct.] 
Fri  15 May Our mass online, 12 noon 
Sat  16 May Laudato si’ week begins 
Sun  17 May  Sixth Easter: Our masses online, Sat 6pm, Sun 10:30am 

Weddings & Funerals: Please remember those who have had to cancel weddings, and families im-
pacted by restrictions on funerals. As a way of support for the families, we can list funerals here. 

Take 4 minutes with this…
Here is a lovely piece of words and music for 
spending  a few minutes reflecting on the ways 
we can name God — from Bernadette Farrell.

The agenda of Easter!
Three weeks remain in which to get clear what direction our following of the Risen Christ 
should take in the coming year. And perhaps you have ideas on how a new Pastoral Council 
could be brought to life; would you accept a role in one?

Planned giving
Where you can, please continue to support the 
parish, either by handing in envelopes or con-
tacting Lynelle, preferably by email, in regard to 
online giving.

Catholic Weekly – digital 
The Catholic Weekly is available in a digital 
form at <www.catholicweekly.com.au>

Our online masses and ‘Cuppa Catch-up’
Live masses on Facebook here. (All our completed liturgies are available on Facebook here.) 
After 10:30am mass on Sunday you are invited to get yourself a cup of something and jump into 
our Zoom gathering—Click here to simply see some other parishioners, and perhaps some chat. 
It’s set-up as a recurring meeting. [Meeting ID: 851 6193 7480 ; Password: StCanice ]
Other options: Mass for you at Home Sunday 6am-6:30am, Channel 10/10HD or replay. Daily 
mass from North Sydney Parish (on demand). See our web-page ‘MassTimes during COVID-19’

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>.

A Gift for Change allows you to replace a traditional present with 
the gift of nourishment, independence, education and empower-
ment. Your gift will create change for women, men and children 
who suffer the indignity of poverty and injustice. AJN /AJM

Pastoral Council
Our new Parish Pastoral Council needs to be an 
active body and to have both a caring, pastoral focus 
and a spiritual direction. It will have a constitution. 
It need not have group representatives. It need not 
focus on liturgical detail; a liturgy group is needed 
for that. Should we find a leadership first —sugges-
tions?— or should the new Council discern that. 
Please let Lynelle, Gaetan or myself know what your 
thoughts are: written is better! Paul Fyfe PP. 

https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85161937480?pwd=SExFaEE3amNqSmk4SThOcU02SmZHUT09
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://jesuit.org.au/laudato-si-week-seven-days-to-renew-creation/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Htrmq0g_Nk
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85161937480?pwd=SExFaEE3amNqSmk4SThOcU02SmZHUT09
https://10play.com.au/mass-for-you-at-home
https://www.youtube.com/user/cathnews
https://www.youtube.com/user/cathnews
https://www.stcanice.org.au/mass-times-2/
https://www.jesuit.org.au/
https://australiancatholics.com.au/
https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/
https://www.madonnamagazine.com.au/


A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices
   Jesuit Refugee Service  

Lenten Food Appeal

Thanks for all your support. JRS is in 
great need during this crisis.

Next Week’s Readings:  
16 / 17 May 2020 – Sixth Easter

First Reading:  Acts 8:5-8,14-17

Second Reading:  1 Peter 3:15-18

Gospel:  John 14:15–21

Update on our Kitchen
Evening meals began on Monday and Tuesday, 6–7pm. Our Kitchen offers a St Vincent’s Hospital pop-
up GP clinic on Wednesdays. Lunch (take-away only) is provided  from Tuesday to Friday, 11am – noon, 
including a take away coffee service (10am to 12noon). Guests can also avail themselves of our secure 
and serviced shower and toilet facilities. These times are chosen to complement other services in the 
area. Coming soon is Let’s Connect, a free social call service for Canice’s Kitchen’s street community, 
created with Rough Edges.We are still seeking funds to support the roll out more of our COVID-19 re-
sponse plan. Please consider contributing to our online fundraising page. Click here

Please Note!
The parish is distributing spiritual resources via email, Face-
book, messages and post if necessary. Please let us know 
how you can reached. Perhaps on someone else’s behalf, 
you could let us know their email address.
Updates and information about online masses, prayers, 
spiritual devotions and exercises that can be usefully 
undertaken during this time of epidemic are on  our web-
page and the ‘St Canice’s Elizabeth Bay’ Facebook page. 
If online, but not on Facebook, you may find it useful to 
become a member at this time of added social isolation. 
<https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/>

JRS is in great need of these items. 
You can drop them off at St Canice’s.

Monday & Wednesday, 9am – 11am  ONLY. 
Please, not at other times.

Field Hospital retreat
Take 15 minutes sometime this 
week to pray about the Gift of 
Friends—part of the ‘Field 
Hospital’ Retreat brought to 
you by Jesuit Mission and 
First Spiritual Exercises Team. 
Click here and choose the third 
prayer-time – or start from the 
beginning, the last prayer on 
the page! 
Tip: to listen & follow the text, 
control-click the ‘click here’ to 
open in a new window, while 
still listening.

Celebrate with Catholics world-wide the Laudato Si’ 
Week, 16–24 May! A 7-day Laudato Si’ Challenge in-
vites you to learn, pray and take action for the sake of 
all of God’s creation. A 5-day online group retreat can 
help you connect with God in our natural world, and 
find new ways of seeking God’s presence. (Australian 
Jesuits: Reconciliation with Creation Committee)

God be with the mother.
As she carried her child  
may she carry her soul.
As her child was born,  

may she give birth and life and form  
to her own, higher truth.

As she nourished and protected her child, 
may she nourish and protect  

her inner life and her independence.
For her soul shall be her most  

painful birth, her most difficult child  
and the dearest sister  
to her other children. 

Michael Leunig

On the next page is news of the first Jesuit 
scholastic from Railaco!

http://www.jrs.org.au/how-to-help-refugees-and-people-seeking-asylum-during-covid-19/
https://universalis.com/Australia/mass.htm
https://canices-kitchen-emergency-fund.raisely.com/
https://www.stcanice.org.au/mass-times-2/
https://www.stcanice.org.au/mass-times-2/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.jrs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/single-page.pdf
https://jesuitmission.org.au/latest/coronavirus/field-hospital/fse/
https://jesuitmission.org.au/latest/coronavirus/field-hospital/fse/
https://jesuit.org.au/laudato-si-week-seven-days-to-renew-creation/
http://A five-day online group retreat will help people connect with God in nature during Laudato Si’ Week this month.While we live in a time of self-isolation and social distancing because of COVID-19, the retreat will help people find ways to continue to seek God’s presence in our natural world.
https://jesuit.org.au/initiatives/reconciliation-with-creation/
https://jesuit.org.au/initiatives/reconciliation-with-creation/



