
The first apostle, a sinner?

In recent years Mary Magdalene’s image has been more sharply drawn in 
the Catholic Church. She was always prominent, frequently mentioned in 

the New Testament as a supporter and benefactor of Jesus and his disciples, 
as present near Jesus cross when he died, and as one of the chief witnesses to 
the Resurrection. In the Western Church, however, her story became tangled 
with other stories – those told about Mary the sister of Lazarus and Martha 
in Bethany, who in John’s Gospel were friends of Jesus. Because both Mary 
of Bethany and an unnamed woman described only as a sinner, are described 
as pouring oil over Jesus’ feet out of love, they were often combined into the 
single person of Mary, and that Mary came further to be combined with Mary 
Magdalene. In this way Mary Magdalene became Jesus’ benefactor and friend, 
the pardoned sinner, the sister of Martha and the Mary who stood by Jesus’ 
cross and was one of the first witnesses to the Resurrection. As first witness 

who believed in the face of the Apostles’ doubt that Jesus had 
risen, she came also to be called an apostle to the apostles.
Thanks to the work of scriptural scholars, including many 
women, those strands have been untangled. Her feast day 
has now been given the same standing as that of the apos-
tles, she is no longer called a Penitent, and she has been 
named Apostle to the Apostles. This is yet another brick laid 
in the slow building of proper recognition of the place of 

women in the foundation of the Church and so in its on-going life.
Nevertheless, it is possible to have mixed reactions to Mary Magdalene’s 
loss of identity as a penitent. The reform is good because it represents a more 
careful reading of Scripture and the early Church. It is also good because 
the picture built up of Mary as a reformed prostitute reflects the way in 
which she was seen through the gaze of men. In the Gospel, the woman who 
washed Jesus feet is described as a sinner. The men who preached the Gospel 
assumed that the sin of a deeply moved woman can only have been sexual, 
and that she must have been a prostitute. The same gaze made her an object 
of fascination and titillation to male painters who gloried in her uncovered 
flesh. To see her as an active, mature and rounded woman who is to be reck-
oned with is a great improvement.
The image of Mary as penitent, however, did emphasise the fact that Jesus 
came to call sinners, and highlighted the weaknesses and betrayals in the 
stories of his early followers. These give us confidence that our own betray-
als will not separate us from Jesus or disqualify us from following hi. In an 
increasingly puritanical and punitive age where notable sin can lead to your 
ostracism from society, the honour given to a penitent for whom sin was fol-
lowed by repentance, acceptance and a leading place in Jesus’ mission sends 
a good message both to church and society.    Andrew Hamilton sj
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St Canice Parish
28 Roslyn Street,
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Jesuit Refugee Service - Australia
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Masses – for ≤101 people
Tu 7am, W & Th 9am, F 12noon, Sa 9am
Register: Sat 6pm, Sun 8:30am 10:30am.
Online: Sat 6pm https://www.facebook.

com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/

Weddings, Funerals – for ≤101 people
Contact Parish Office Tel: 9358 5229

Reconciliation
By arrangement

Viaticum & Anointing
As requested - contact the Parish Office or 
0427 566 324 after hours.

Healing Mass
Cancelled

Baptism & Child Sacraments, RCIA
Contact Parish Office Tel: 9358 5229
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Help everyone by booking a weekend place at mass by Thursday!

We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.

https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/


Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary time — 19 July 2020
Entrance Procession
See, I have God for my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, and praise 
your name, O Lord, for it is good.

Collect
Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in 
hope, faith and charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

First Reading  Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 In the place of sin, you give repentance.
There is no god besides you, Lord, whose care is for all people, to whom you should prove that you have not 
judged unjustly. For your strength is the source of righteousness, and your sovereignty over all causes you to 
spare all. For you show your strength when people doubt the completeness of your power, and you rebuke any 
insolence among those who know it. Although you are sovereign in strength, you judge with mildness, and 
with great forbearance you govern us; for you have power to act whenever you choose. Through such works 
you have taught your people that the righteous must be kind, and you have filled your children with good hope, 
because you give repentance for sins.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 85:5-6, 9-10, 15-16   God of mercy and compassion, abounding in love and truth, turn and take pity on me
R. Lord, you are good and forgiving.

Second Reading Romans 8:26-27 The Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that could never be put into words
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes 
with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

Gospel Acclamation  cf Matthew 11:25
Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed to little ones the mysteries 
of the kingdom. Alleluia!

Gospel  Matthew 13:24-43 Let them grow together until the harvest
Jesus put before the crowds a parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be com-
pared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was 
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went 
away. “So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as 
well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you 
not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 
He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you 
want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds 
you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together 

until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be 
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 
Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and 
sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and be-
comes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three 
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; without a parable he told them nothing. This was to fulfil what 
had been spoken through the prophet: “I will open my mouth to speak in parables; I will proclaim what has 
been hidden from the foundation of the world.” 

Memorial Acclamation
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resur-
rection until you come again.

Communion Antiphon
The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, has made a memorial 
of his wonders; he gives food to those who fear him.

Ordinary Time…
when we live out our discerned  
Easter vocation in everyday life,  

daily putting on Christ crucified and risen.



 Parish Calendar
Sun 19 June  16th Ordinary: online, Sat 6pm click here 
Tue   21 June NB: prior booking not required weekdays.
Wed 22 June St Mary Magdalen, Apostle to the apostles. 
Sat  25 July St James, Apostle 
   17th Ordinary: Come in person—or online, Sat 6pm here 
Sun  26 July  Prior booking please! —  
  6pm, 8:30am &10:30am. 
 

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Paul Dempsey, Michael Foley, Rev. Don Edgar, Terry Kelly SJ, Michelle 

Williams, Patricia Pollock, Dennis Horan, Rony Sosamasias, victims of COVID-19 inc. 47 Jesuits. 
Anniversaries: Catherine Mary Alexander 

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Those with the CoronaVirus; Marina Byron, Hayden Ure, Amanda Sinclair, Michael 

Kellyl SJ, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, Rosie Castillo, Fr Peter Maher, Wilhelmina van Wanrooy, Kevin 
Matthews, David Lynch, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Jack Ryan Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Su-
sanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Anne Brennan, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James 
Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, 
Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino 
Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor.  
 
Weddings & Funerals: Please remember those who have had to cancel weddings, and families im-
pacted by restrictions on funerals. As a way of support for the families, we can list funerals here.

Available: Australian Catholics (Winter edition: gold coin donation in SVdP box on wall welcome)
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.
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Complete an attendance form at church
Tue  21 July Mass 7am 
Wed  22 July Mass 9am. 
Thu 23 July Mass 9am 
Fri  24 July Mass 12 noon 
Sat 25 July Mass 9am.

US Jesuit priest visiting
Fr Joe Riordan SJ ar-
rived here on Wednes-
day to assist us fora 
few weeks. From New 
Jersey, Joe teaches in 
Rome and has been on 
tertianship in Australia 
since January. If you 
would like a little updating on the Old Testa-
ment, we might be able to organise a session 
online or in person. Let him (or the PP) know!

Our Railaco connection…
This Sunday we are pleased to have present at 8:30am & 10:30am mass before he takes up his job, the 
new Parish Priest for Railaco in Timor Leste, Fr Erik (EJ) Gerilla who was a fellow tertian with Fr Joe 

Riordan (see below). Fr EJ will be available 
for some discussion in the Church after mass. 
A Filipino, EJ entered the Jesuits in 2003 and 
was ordained in 2014. Though a chartered 
public accountant before that, his “passion and 
interests are more inclined to social ministry, 
community development and promoting the 
social doctrines of the Church.”

The Pope’s Prayer in the Year of Laudato si’
Loving God, Creator of Heaven, Earth,  

and all therein contained.
Open our minds and touch our hearts,

so that we can be part of Creation, your gift.
Be present to those in need in these difficult times,

especially the poorest and most vulnerable.
Help us to show creative solidarity
as we confront the consequences  

of the global pandemic.
Make us courageous in embracing

the changes required to seek the common good.
Now more than ever, may we all feel  
interconnected and interdependent.

Enable us to succeed in listening and responding
to the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor.

May their current sufferings become the birth-pangs 
of a more fraternal and sustainable world.

We pray through Christ our Lord,
under the loving gaze of Mary Help of Christians,

Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/


A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices
Next Week’s Readings: 
25 / 26 July 2020 – 17th Ordinary Sunday

First Reading:  1 Kings 3:5,7-12

Second Reading:   Romans 8:28-30

Gospel:    Matthew 13:44-52

Plenary 2020 
The Plenary Council meetings in Adelaide and Syd-
ney have been moved back a year to October 2021 
& April 2022!

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>

Catholic Weekly – update 
The Catholic Weekly is back in paper form!—$2 
to the StVdP box please. Also available in a digital 
form at <www.catholicweekly.com.au>

Tap & Go terminals, collections!
Parishioners can contribute to the support of the 
Parish (‘Church collection’) using our 2 new Tap-
and-go machines. They are the ‘electronic version’ 
of that collection and contribute towards the running 
costs of the parish. They do $5 amounts, not tax-de-
ductible. You can repeat taps after each transaction. 
This is a fourth way to contribute to the Church collec-
tion in addition to the basket, envelopes, and online.

Mass Greeters Wanted
We are in need of people at our weekend Masses 
to welcome people as they enter the church and 
also marking names on the Mass registration list 
(COVID19 restriction requirement).  If you would 
like to help out at any weekend Mass please contact 
Lynelle in the parish office.  Phone 9358 5229 or 
email lynelle@stcanice.com.au. 

Tax Receipts
Please contact Lynelle if you would like a receipt.  
<lynelle@stcanice.com.au>

Becoming Catholic
You may know someone, even though they might 
not have mentioned it, who would be interested in 
enquiring about joining the Catholic Church—no 
strings attached. Or someone who wants to return, 
and wants ‘catch-up’ help because “things have 
changed a lot”. — And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? Romans 10

Progress with Parish Council
Thank you to all who have offered thoughts, as-
sistance or ideas on the re-establishment of a PPC 
for St Canice. At this stage we have a draft con-
stitution, and identified a person who is willing to 
enable the formation of the PPC over the coming 
months. Thank you to Brian Anderson for his will-
ingness to undertake this role. 
Brian is a local who hails from Scotland and holds 
a senior position in a Catholic school. He has been 
around the parish for a few years and will vary 
which mass he attends so that everyone will have a 
chance to bend his ear. 
We are identifying potential members of the PPC 
and will gather them over the next couple of months. 
Originally I had hoped for a PPC launch at Pente-
cost, but summer had different ideas.Paul Fyfe sj PP

Mass registrations
A reminder that we still need you to register online 
for your attendance at Mass.  If you don’t have ac-
cess to email, please phone Lynelle to advise which 
Mass you will be attending. Email: <lynelle@stcan-
ice.com.au> or 9358 5229

Canice Kitchen fundraising
Our target for this emergency is $100,000. We are 
thankful that already $46,000 has been donated and 
it is growing steadily. Noticeable are the many do-
nations from St Vincent’s College Parents. Donate at 
<https://canices-kitchen-emergency-fund.raisely.com/>

Meet this Sunday at Mass
8:30 & 10:30am: Fr EJ Gerilla SJ, new PP of 

Railaco—in Church after mass.
10:30am: Brian Anderson, new PPC enabler.
All masses: Fr Joe Riordan SJ, scripture schol-

ar, here for 3+ weeks.

https://universalis.com/Australia/mass.htm
https://www.jesuit.org.au/
https://australiancatholics.com.au/
https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/
https://www.madonnamagazine.com.au/
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/
mailto:lynelle@stcanice.com.au
https://canices-kitchen-emergency-fund.raisely.com/


St Canice’s COVID-time: please assist us

Attending mass in Covid time with physical distance
Please note each and every one of steps I ask you to take. The command to love your neighbour sometimes 
takes strange forms!
1. If you have any symptom or are frail, you must not come. Pray at home!
2. By Thursdays, please register online or by phone for the Sunday mass you wish to attend. All on our 
email list get this weekly message by Tuesday.
3. Please arrive early if possible, especially if you did not register for this exact mass. You may be direct-
ed to a particular door.
4. Any couples and small households may keep close together
5. At all times households or individuals must maintain 1.5m distance from each other, whether outside 
the church, entering and leaving the church, in your place, at the collection, at communion. Touch as few 
surfaces as possible.
6. When you are safely able to enter the church, please sanitise your hands. Cleansing stations are on the 
left and right of the door.
7. Collect a bulletin. Don’t return it. Only your household should touch it.
8. Have your name ticked off at the table near the entrance door you used.
9. We have designated about 60 places where you can sit—some places are for 1 person only. Please use 
common sense as well. Stand or sit in that place and don’t move forward or touch the pew in front of you.
10.  Please join in the responses but do not sing. If you have our Mass response sheet, do not leave it in 
church and please retain it for future masses.
11.  After the intercessions, you can add to each collection using 2 baskets.
12.  Please join in the sign of peace by gesture and/or voice.
13.  Communion is done in 4 sectors. Receive in the hand only, holding your arms out, and in such manner 
that the minister would not risk touching your hand. Return to your place via the aisle to the left or right.
14.  Sanitise your hands as you leave. When outside, socialise little here.
Thank you for your care in assisting us, and protecting others. Paul Fyfe sj, pp
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Coming to Communion by sectors

Wait for your sector; maintain 1.5m !

Attending church, and online mass
Our floor space now allows us to have up to 101 people in total, subject to distancing and register-
ing. Those who are unwell or at risk due to compromised immune or respiratory system must not at-
tend; those over 70 or frail should carefully consider not coming. (This all applies to baptisms, funerals 
and weddings as well, which can also be livestreamed as a funeral service recently was.)
So that mass can begin in a timely manner, if at all possible, please register by 3pm Thursday, and 
arrive early. Register via the email you are sent on Monday or Tuesday (check your junk mail!). Other-
wise visit our website or contact the office.  
People may visit the Church, but only by arrangement with the office.
The best address now for our live-streamed mass and all our completed liturgies is  
<https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/> here.

https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/StCanicesElizabethBay/

