
John Henry Newman, uncertainly (d.11/8/1890)

When we name someone a saint for our times we usually say more about 
ourselves and our judgment of our times than about the saint. That said, in 

this time of the personal, social and economic uncertainty introduced by coro-
navirus and the breakdown of political co-operation, strident public controversy, 
economic and social uncertainty and fear for our health, St John Henry Newman 
makes a strong claim. He became a Catholic Cardinal, of course, but perhaps his 
significance for our day is best illustrated by his earlier life as an Anglican priest.
By the end of 1832 Newman had come to a turning point in his life. He had just 
turned 30, had been an Anglican priest for six years, and had engaged in a strug-
gle for the heart of the Anglican church both in the life of his university college 
and in the nation at large. By then he was already known for the quality of his 
thought and writing. He was serious about faith and the tradition he had inherit-
ed. But his attempt to define in religious terms the responsibilities of the tutors 
at his College had ended in his resignation from the college, and his Church as a 
whole also seemed to be moving in the wrong direction. 
During the year he had taken time to read his way through the Latin and Greek 
Fathers of the Church, and had just joined friends on a tour of the Mediterranean. 
In Sicily he fell ill with fever and emerged from his illness with a conviction that 
he was called back to England to continue his struggle in the Church of England, 
lead where it may. While the ship due to take him on the first stage of his return 
to England lay becalmed off the coast of Sicily, he wrote the hymn for which he 
is perhaps best known, Lead kindly light. 
Trapped in a ship that was not going anywhere, Newman brought together in 
the hymn his sense of calling and his uncertainty about his times and his own 
future. In the first verse he describes the uncertainty and dangers of the world, 
and then turns away from the quest for certainty about the future to trust in God’s 
guidance on the journey. 

Lead, Kindly Light, amidst th’encircling gloom, | Lead Thou me on!
The night is dark, and I am far from home,  | Lead Thou me on!
Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see | 
The distant scene; one step enough for me.

Newman could never have imagined his future path: from initial struggle for the 
soul of the Anglican Church to reception in the Catholic where he was made a 
Cardinal. Nor could he have imagined that he would live in a world in which 
religion did not shape the trends of thought, and where the serious conversations 
lay between believers and non-believers. Formerly he had expressed confidence 
contained in the words ‘I loved to choose and see my path’. But in the face of a 
world that celebrated individual choice and trust in science as an adequate guide 
to human choice, he found a serious alternative: a trust that was accompanied by 
respect for both knowledge and the depth of the tradition which he had inherited. 
That is why Newman is important in our world. It is also darkened by an un-
certainty that challenges those certainties nurtured in the thought of his day. 
The coronavirus, a simple being not imagined by Charles Darwin, has 
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Masses – for ≤101 people
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 Face masks are 

recommended when  

attending worship in Church

Help everyone by booking a weekend place at mass by Thursday!
* p.2

We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.
Catholic Parish of St Canice
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NiNeteeNth SuNday iN OrdiNary time — 9 auguSt 2020
Entrance Procession
Look to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend 
your cause, and forget not the cries of those who seek you.

Collect
Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Father, bring, we pray, to 
perfection in our hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may not fail to enter into the 
inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

First Reading  1 Kings 19:9, 11-13 Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord God.
When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God, he came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word 
of the Lord came to him, saying, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to 
pass by.”
Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the 
Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earth-
quake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 
When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 84:9-14  Mercy and faithfulness have met; justice and peace have embraced
R. Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.

Second Reading Romans 9:1-5  I would willingly be condemned if it could help my people.
I am speaking the truth in Christ. I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit. I have great 
sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ 
for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the 
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the 
patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God be blessed forever. 
Amen.

Gospel Acclamation Ps 129:5
Alleluia, alleluia! I hope in the Lord, I trust in his word. Alleluia!

Gospel  Matthew 14:22-33 Command me to come to you over the water
Immediately after feeding the crowd with the five loaves and two fish, Jesus made the disciples get into the 
boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, 
he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, 
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning Jesus 
came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, 
saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it 
is I; do not be afraid.” Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” Jesus 
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. but when he 
noticed the strong wind. he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus im-

mediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, 
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?”
When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the 
boat worshipped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

Memorial Acclamation
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrec-
tion until you come again.

Communion Antiphon
O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, who gives you your fill of finest 
wheat.

undermined our understanding, our technology, our economic structures and our organisation of society. Its 
pandemic has emphasised the need for human depth and serious engagement with our inherited wisdom, for strong 
communities and a trust that can accept uncertainty and carry us through it.    Andrew Hamilton sj

from p.1:  



Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Antony Campbell SJ, John Cirilio Gatchalian Jr, Rosie Fatima Castillo, Syl-

via Maunder, Paul Dempsey, Alison Stephen, victims of COVID-19 inc. 47+ Jesuits, & victims of the 
Beirut incident.   
Anniversaries: Robert Moryc, Vittorio Reverberi 

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Those with Covid-19 & the injured in Beirut; Antonios Constantine, Alison Dudley, 

Marina Byron, Hayden Ure, Amanda Sinclair, Michael Kelly SJ, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, Rosie Cas-
tillo, Fr Peter Maher, Wilhelmina van Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, David Lynch, Gwen Feeney, Aloys-
ious Mowe SJ, Jack Ryan Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Anne Brennan, 
Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, 
Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, 
Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Ve-
ronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor.   Priestly Ordination (Sydney, 8th): Ramesh Richards SJ  

Available: Reflect (Jesuit Mission News), Australian Catholics (Winter edition: gold coin donation in 
SVdP box on wall welcome)
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.
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 Parish Calendar
Sun 9 August, 19th Ordinary: online, Sat 6pm click here 
Mon 10 Feast: St Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr
Tue   11 –no need to book ahead for weekday masses
Sat  15 aSSumptiON Of the B.V. mary (Holy Day)   
         20th Ord.: Come in person—or online, Sat 6pm here 
Sun  16  Prior booking please! 6pm, 8:30am,10:30am

Ordinary Time…
when we live out our discerned  
Easter vocation in everyday life,  

daily putting on Christ crucified and risen.

Fr Joe departs this week
Fr Joe Riordan is scheduled to preach at all 
masses this weekend! 
Fr Joe lectures in 
Old Testament at the 
Biblicum (Pontifical 
Biblical Institute) in 
Rome. He will  re-
turn on Tuesday. We 
thank him for his homilies and last  Tues-
day’s  talk,  as well as his good humour, and 
send him back to Pope Francis with every 
best wish.

Talking about the PPC
Dear Parishioners of St Canice’s
My name is Brian Anderson and I am currently 
working with Fr Paul and Lynelle in establishing a 
new Parish Pastoral Council.  I live a stone throw 
away from the church and I have worshipped at St 
Canice’s since August 2017.
As we know 2020 has brought many challenges to 
our lives and indeed our local church.  I would like 
to thank Fr Paul for his leadership of the parish 
during this unsettling time. He has guided the St 
Canice community well both spirituality and pas-
torally. Thank you also to Lynelle who has ensured 
the parish continues to run so smoothly. We are for-
tunate to have them both!
Over the next few weeks I will be available to chat to 
parishioners after mass. I’d like to hear your views 
on how you believe the Parish Pastoral Council 
can best support the needs of parishioners.  I look 
forward to meeting you.
Best wishes,  Brian Anderson

Complete an attendance form at church
Tue  11 August Mass 7am 
Wed  12 Mass 9am. 
Thu 13 Mass 9am 
Fri  14 Mass 12 noon 
Sat 15 Mass 9am.

Please re-familiarise yourself with the expectations listed on the “St Canice’s COVID-
time” sheet at the desks: we should (and are obliged legally) to follow our plan!

Office re-opens Monday
… unless advised otherwise on Sunday.

Holy day of obligation
When a Holy Day occurs on a Saturday, 
attending the Saturday night vigil has tended 
to be regarded as sufficient for both days.

https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/


A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices

The Catholic Weekly 
$2 to the StVdP box please. Also available in a dig-
ital form at <www.catholicweekly.com.au>

Tap & Go terminals, collections!
Parishioners can contribute to the support of the 
Parish (‘Church collection’) using our 2 new Tap-
and-go machines. They are the ‘electronic ver-
sion’ of that collection and contribute towards the 
running costs of the parish. They do $5 amounts, 
not tax-deductible. You can repeat taps after each 
transaction. This is a fourth way to contribute to the 
Church collection in addition to the basket, envelopes, 
and online.

Mass Greeters Wanted
We are in need of people at our weekend Masses 
to welcome people as they enter the church and 
also marking names on the Mass registration list  If 
you would like to help out at any weekend Mass 
please contact Lynelle in the parish office.  Phone 
9358 5229 or email lynelle@stcanice.com.au. 

Becoming Catholic
You may know someone, even though they might 
not have mentioned it, who would be interested in 
enquiring about joining the Catholic Church—no 
strings attached. Or someone who wants to return, 
and wants ‘catch-up’ help because “things have 

changed a lot”. — And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? Romans 10

Mass registrations
A reminder that we still need you to register online 
for your attendance at Mass.  If you don’t have ac-
cess to email, please phone Lynelle to advise which 
Mass you will be attending. Email: <lynelle@stcan-
ice.com.au> or 9358 5229

The Pope’s Prayer in the Year of Laudato si’
Loving God, Creator of Heaven, Earth,  

and all therein contained.
Open our minds and touch our hearts,

so that we can be part of Creation, your gift.
Be present to those in need in these difficult times,

especially the poorest and most vulnerable.
Help us to show creative solidarity
as we confront the consequences  

of the global pandemic.
Make us courageous in embracing

the changes required to seek the common good.
Now more than ever, may we all feel  
interconnected and interdependent.

Enable us to succeed in listening and responding
to the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor.

May their current sufferings become the birth-pangs 
of a more fraternal and sustainable world.

We pray through Christ our Lord,
under the loving gaze of Mary Help of Christians,

Amen.

Next Week’s Readings: 
15 /16 August 2020 – 20th Ordinary Sunday

First Reading:  Isaaiah 56:1,6-7

Second Reading:   Romans 11:13-15,29-32

Gospel:    Matthew 21:21-28

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>

Social Justice Sunday
This day has moved back a month to the last Sunday 
in August in line with other places. The topic in 2020 
is timely: To Live Life to the Full: Mental health in 
Australia today, You can download it already. 

Did you know?
Our Catholic Church has official social teaching to 
which we are committed. It has been developing 
since 1891. The latest (2015) addition is Laudato 
si’. It can save lives: download it here or buy it!

Livestream issues
Apologies for recent livestreams of 6pm masses 
apparently not appearing. They were accidentally 
being live-streamed to our KingsCross page as a 
result of multiple changes to Facebook. This has 
now been remedied.

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/
mailto:lynelle@stcanice.com.au
https://universalis.com/Australia/mass.htm
https://www.jesuit.org.au/
https://australiancatholics.com.au/
https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/
https://www.madonnamagazine.com.au/
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2020/07/03/social-justice-statement-2020-21/
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2020/07/03/social-justice-statement-2020-21/
https://social-spirituality.net/catholic-social-teaching-documents/
https://social-spirituality.net/catholic-social-teaching-documents/
https://social-spirituality.net/catholic-social-teaching-documents/
https://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf
https://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf


St Canice’s COVID-time: please assist us

Attending mass in Covid time with physical distance
Please note each and every one of steps I ask you to take.   
The command to love your neighbour sometimes takes strange forms!
1. If you have any symptom or are frail, you must not come. Pray at home!
2. By Thursdays, please register online or by phone for the Sunday mass you wish to attend. All on our 
email list get this weekly message by Tuesday.
3. We encourage you to bring a face mask, and please arrive early if possible, especially if you did not 
register for this exact mass. You may be directed to a particular door.
4. Any couples and small households may keep close together
5. At all times households or individuals must maintain 1.5m distance from each other, whether outside 
the church, entering and leaving the church, in your place, at the collection, at communion. Touch as few 
surfaces as possible.
6. When you are safely able to enter the church, please sanitise your hands. Cleansing stations are on the 
left and right of the door.
7. Collect a bulletin. Don’t return it or other papers. Only your household should touch it.
8. Have your name ticked off (or register) at the table near the entrance door you used.
9. We have designated about 60 places where you can sit—some places are for 1 person only. Please use 
common sense as well. Stand or sit in that place and don’t move forward or touch the pew in front of you.
10.  Please join in the responses but do not sing. If you have our Mass response sheet, do not leave it in 
church and please retain it for future masses.
11.  After the intercessions, you can add to each collection using 2 baskets.
12.  Please join in the sign of peace by gesture and/or voice.
13.  Communion is done in 4 sectors. Approach via the aisle in front of the minister, maintain  1.5m dis-
tance. Quietly receive in the hand only, holding your arms out, and in such manner that the minister would 
not risk touching your hand. Return to your place via the aisle to the left or right.
14.  Sanitise your hands as you leave, 1.5m distant. When outside, socialise little here.
 

Thank you for your care in assisting us, and  
protecting others.  Paul Fyfe sj, pp [version 200808] 1
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Coming to Communion by sectors

Wait for your sector; maintain 1.5m !

Attending church, and online mass
Our floor space allows us to have the maximum 100 people in total, subject to distancing and reg-
istering. Those who are unwell or at risk due to compromised immune or respiratory system must 
not attend; those over 70 or frail should carefully consider not coming. (This all applies to baptisms, 
funerals and weddings as well, which can also be livestreamed as a funeral service recently was.)
So that mass can begin in a timely manner, if at all possible, please register by 3pm Thursday, and 
arrive early. Register via the email you are sent on Monday or Tuesday (check your junk mail!). Other-
wise visit our website, or contact the office.  
People may visit the Church, but only by arrangement with the office.
The best address now for our live-streamed mass and all our completed liturgies is  
<https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/> here.

https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/StCanicesElizabethBay/

