
A long perspective: Friday was the 19th anniversary of 9-11 when ~3000 
(3k) died. In the consequent Afghan War, 3.5k coalition soldiers and ~65k Af-
ghan security were killed. With Covid-19, the USA reached 9-11’s toll on 3 
March, the war deaths about 4 May, and Australia’s current deaths per capita 
on 27 May. For the USA & Australia, what ‘war’ is now needed? And who 
needs to seek forgiveness in light of “the last things” and the boundless gen-
erosity of God? What else do we allow to shape our perspectives? PF. 

World Suicide Prevention Day (Sept. 10)

Doctors and psychologists have warned of the threat that the coronavirus 
and the response to it pose to people’s mental health. They have focused 

particularly on the higher risk of suicide. Governments have responded com-
mendably by funding increased levels of mental health care. 
The link between the time of coronavirus and suicide is not surprising. Many 
people who take their own lives have 
found it difficult to make connections 
with people and society due to mental 
illness. The pain they endure can make 
it hard to maintain close relationships 
with their friends and families. It also 
threatens their ability to connect with 
society through courses of study and 
through employment. 
Coronavirus has intensified this risk. It has been the enforcer of distance and 
solitude, and is a natural breaker of connections. Even those of us fortunate to 
enjoy good health have experienced the strain that social distancing, wearing 
masks, being in isolation or quarantine, unable to visit sick relatives, meet in 
large groups or travel, being able to attend friends’ funerals, can put on our 
health and well-being. For people whose rituals of connection are already brit-
tle, the coronavirus imposes additional strain both on themselves and on those 
with whom they live. The risk of suicide increases.
The effects of suicide ripple out into the community in particularly powerful 
ways. They touch parents, grandparents, brothers and sisters, friends and ac-
quaintances. The effect on young friends, many of whose grasp on life is also 
precarious, is deeply poignant. 
Suicide Prevention Day invites us to ask how we can help prevent similar 
deaths in future. It also prompts reflection on how we can help relatives and 
friends to come to terms with the suicide of someone they have loved and 
how to live fully. They need help to reflect and talk about the deaths by sui-
cide of people whom they have loved dearly. Because the suicide of people 

whom we love is so confronting 
and distressing, we can be tempt-
ed to deny it or to shut it out. Our 
friends will avoid the topic and 
we also will be reluctant 
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Parish Directory
St Canice Parish
28 Roslyn Street,
Rushcutters Bay NSW 2011 

Tel: (02) 9358 5229
Website: www.stcanice.org.au 
Email: parish@stcanice.com.au 
Facebook: StCanicesElizabethBay

Parish Priest
Paul Fyfe SJ
parishpriest@stcanice.com.au

Assistant Priest
Gaetan Pereira SJ
gtnpereira@gmail.com

Parish Manager
Lynelle Lembryk
9358 5229 
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Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council
To be advised

Director JRS
Carolina Gottardo 
carolina.gottardo@jrs.org.au

Jesuit Refugee Service - Australia
www.jrs.org.au 
(02) 9356 3888

Masses – for ≤101 people
Tu 7am, W & Th 9am, F 12noon, Sa 9am
Register: Sat 6pm, Sun 8:30am 10:30am.
Online: Sat 6pm https://www.facebook.

com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/

Weddings, Funerals – for ≤101 people
Contact Parish Office Tel: 9358 5229

Reconciliation
By arrangement

Viaticum & Anointing
As requested - contact the Parish Office or 
0427 566 324 after hours.

Healing Mass
Cancelled

Baptism & Child Sacraments, RCIA
Contact Parish Office Tel: 9358 5229
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 Season of Creation  

1-Sep to 4-Oct in the  
Year of  Laudato si’

Help everyone by booking a weekend place at mass by Thursday!
* p.2

We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.
Catholic Parish of St Canice

If you are thinking about suicide or ex-
periencing emotional distress, help is 
available. There is hope. Please contact 
Lifeline 13 11 14. More contacts here

https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
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https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/mentalhealth/services/Pages/support-contact-list.aspx#crisis


TwenTy-fourTh Sunday in ordinary Time — 13 SepTember 2020
Entrance Procession
Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, that your prophets be  
found true. Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel.

Collect
Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, grant 
that we may serve you with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

First Reading  Sirach 27:30 - 28:7 Forgive your neighbour’s faults and when you pray, your sins will be forgiven
Anger and wrath, these are abominations, yet a sinner holds on to them. The vengeful will face the Lord’s 
vengeance, for he keeps a strict account of their sins. Forgive your neighbour the wrong that is done, and then 
your sins will be pardoned when you pray. Does anyone harbour anger against an other, and expect healing 
from the Lord? If one has no mercy toward an other like oneself, can one then seek pardon for one’s own sins? 
If a mere mortal harbours wrath, who will make an atoning sacrifice for that one’s sins?
Remember the end of your life, and set enmity aside remember corruption and death, and be true to the com-
mandments. Remember the commandments, and do not be angry with your neighbour; remember the covenant 
of the Most High, and overlook faults.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 102:1-4, 9-12 My soul, give thanks to the Lord, who redeems your life from the grave
R. The Lord is kind and merciful; slow to anger and rich in compassion.

Second Reading Romans 14:7-9 Whether alive or dead, we belong to the Lord
My brothers and sisters, we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to 
this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

Gospel Acclamation John 13:34 
Alleluia, alleluia! I give you a new commandment: love one another as I have loved you. Alleluia!

Gospel  Matthew 18:21-35 I tell you that you forgive not seven times but seventy times seven
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, a brother or sister sins against me, how often should I forgive? As 
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with 
his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 
and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you everything.’ The lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 
“But that same slave, as he went out, called upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred 
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and 
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw 
him into prison until he would pay the debt. “When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were 
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord sum-
moned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 
me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord 
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. “So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

Communion Antiphon
How precious is your mercy, O God! The children of men seek shelter in the shadow of your wings.

to mention it. Yet the more we avoid it the greater the power it can have over us.
 The stigma of suicide imposes silence. If we are trapped in silence, our grief, anger and despair may fester within 
us. That may explain in part why some relatives of people who have taken their own lives also suicide. For this 
reason, to encourage the relatives of people who have suicided to speak about the death and how it has affected 
them. Our Jesuit Social Services Program, Support after Suicide, has for many years provided a safe environment 
in which people can break through the silence that fear and shame that so often surrounds suicide. Its quiet service 
is even more needed in the time of coronavirus.    Andrew Hamilton sj

from p.1: 



 Parish Calendar
Sun 13  Child Protection Sunday: online, Sat 6pm click here 
Mon 14   Exaltation of thE holy Cross

Tue 15 Our Lady of Sorrows 
Thu 17 St Robert Bellarmine SJ 
Sat 19   24th Ord.: Come in person—or online, Sat 6pm here 
Sun  20  Prior booking please! 6pm, 8:30am,10:30am. 
  World Refugees and Migration Sunday. 

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Jan Pinkerton, Sonja Kellow; victims of COVID-19 inc. 47+ Jesuits.  

Anniversaries: Marian Alexander Nathan, Patricia Brennan.

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Those with Covid-19; John Harding, Paul Scharrer, John Hallett, Cassandra Wood-

burne, Fr Maurice Heading SJ, Jillian Wells, Antonios Constantine, Alison Dudley, Marina Byron, 
Hayden Ure, Amanda Sinclair, Michael Kelly SJ, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, Fr Peter Maher, Wilhelmi-
na van Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Jack Ryan Duffy, Anne O’Sul-
livan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, 
Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby 
Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, 
Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor. & Children who suffer abuse.

Available:  Australian Catholics (Spring edition: gold coin donation in SVdP box on wall welcome); 
Reflect (Jesuit Mission News).
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.
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Ordinary Time…
when we live out our discerned  
Easter vocation in everyday life,  

daily putting on Christ crucified and risen.

Please remind yourself of the expectations listed on the “St Canice’s COVIDtime” 
sheet at the desks: we should (and are obliged legally) to follow our plan!

Social Justice Statement
To Live Life to the Full: Mental health in Australia 
today. Please download it. The Bishops’ statement 
encourages faith communities, governments, and 
each one of us to make mental health a priority—a 
timely message in a year of bushfires and pandem-
ic. If you need a printed copy, let the PP know!

Complete an attendance form at church
Tue  15 September Mass 7am 
Wed  16  Mass 9am. 
Thu 17 Mass 9am 
Fri  18 Mass 12 noon 
Sat 19 Mass 9am.

Funds for Jesuit Mission
This Saturday would have been the 69th an-
nual Jesuit Mission Bazaar. For 68 years, with 

your generous 
support, the 
m u c h - l o v e d 
Bazaar has di-
rectly support-
ed the most 
v u l n e r a b l e 
people around 
the globe.This 
year, due to the 
pandemic, it 
cannot; but we 
need your sup-

port more than ever as the health and economic 
impacts of the Coronavirus are felt around the 
world. 
If you are able to, you can help, by making 
a tax-deductable donation here <https://jesu-
itmission.org.au/bazaar-appeal> or by calling 
Jesuit Mission on 02 8918 4109. Thank you for 
your prayers and generous support.

St Canice’s ‘Sevenhill Wine Stall’  
at the 2019 Jesuit Mission Bazaar

100 for a ‘funeral’!
Last Monday, for the first time, the parish faced 
the risk and challenge of providing hospitality to 
a maximum 100 mourners, and without the ben-
efit of assistance from a funeral director as this 
memorial service was held after the committal. 
With a great deal of planning and preparation, and 
with the assistance of Fr Steve who celebrated Jan 
Pinkerton’s life, members of the parish staff facil-
itated a wonderful service in line with government 
guidelines, to the PP’s relief.

https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2020/07/03/social-justice-statement-2020-21/
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2020/07/03/social-justice-statement-2020-21/
https://jesuitmission.org.au/bazaar-appeal
https://jesuitmission.org.au/bazaar-appeal


A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices

Eternal God, to whom we turn in our distress; in 
faith we pray look with compassion on the afflicted, 
grant eternal rest to the dead, comfort to mourners, 
healing to the sick, peace to the dying, strength to 
healthcare workers, wisdom to our leaders and the 
courage to reach out to all in love, so that togeth-
er we may give glory to your holy name. Through 
Christ our Lord.         (Mass in Time of Pandemic)

The Catholic Weekly 
$2 to the StVdP box please. Also available in a digi-
tal form at <www.catholicweekly.com.au>

People still want to be Catholics
September is the best time to enquire about the 
Catholic Church—no strings attached. Or to take it 
seriously again. Or you may know someone… Talk 
to the PP or them!  And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? Romans 10

Next Week’s Readings: 
19 /20 September – 25th Ordinary Sunday

First Reading:  Isaiah 55:6-9

Second Reading:   Philippians 1:20-24,27

Gospel:    Matthew 20:1-16

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au> Remember to register: online / email / phone

“Take fresh courage”
2020 is the 10-year anniversary of Mary MacKillop’s 
canonisation (17 Oct). In these challenging times 
please pray and support Mary MacKillop Today, For 
more information please call 02 8912 2777 or visit 
<marymackilloptoday.org.au>

JRS Foodbank Appeal
 Since 1 April, it has fed more than 5,000 women, 
children, and men who have lost jobs, been 
excluded from Federal financial support and cannot 
return home. JRS stocks of rice, pasta, oil, tuna, 
and long life milk are RUNNING LOW. If you can 
donate these items we have drop off spots around 
Sydney here. Please visit <https://jrs.org.au/how-
to-help-refugees-and-people-seeking-asylum-
during-covid-19-3/> and learn how you can support 
people who have no other means to buy these 
basics for their families. A short video shows how 
food donations help <https://www.facebook.com/
watch/?v=293160638622911>

Face masks &c.
Our Archbishop exhorts parishioners to wear masks 
at Mass; and always to observe social distancing

Today is Child Protection Sunday
Familiarise yourself with new initiatives: see the 
Archbishop’s video here. The updated Safeguard-
ing & Ministerial Integrity Office’s website now 
provides resources for Children and Young People 
via two new buttons – the ‘Children’s Resources’ 
button and the ‘Young People’s Resources’ button. 
See here: <https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguard-
ing-and-child-protection/>

Find healing & hope after abortion
Join in this free & confidential individually-guided 
online reflection, with no obligation, at a time to 
suit you. Register with complete confidentiality at 
<info@rachelsvineyard.org.au> or by phone (0400 
092 555), mentioning Called to Life online program.

New, around the parish…
The use of space at St Canice’s is a particular focus 
at present. Since Blaiket House can no longer be 
used for accommodation because of associated costs 
of maintenance, fire safety and other issues, we are 
re-purposing it to become a shared space for our 
parish community, parish staff and volunteers. The 
ground floor will be used for prayer groups, commit-
tee meetings etc., and as a sorting/storage area for 
clothing donations and for JRS files we had else-
where. Other changes are still being finalised. 
Our parish hall has also been cleaned out and is now 
more spacious. If you have an idea of how we can 
use these areas to help parishioners better connect, 
please contact Brian Anderson <brian.anderson@
syd.catholic.edu.au> or Lynelle.        PF.
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mailto:brian.anderson%40syd.catholic.edu.au?subject=Connecting%20parishioners
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To Live Life to the Full: Mental health in Australia today
The COVID-19 pandemic is impacting the mental health of many members of our parishes, schools and 
communities. In fact, most of us will experience a mental health problem at some point over the course 
of our lives. Understanding mental health will help us to be aware of those who need our support. Our 
parishes, organisations and communities can be places of acceptance care and healing, not places of re-
jection, judgment or stigma.

In the Social Justice Statement To Live Life to the Full: Mental health in Australia today, the Bishops 
welcome the deinstitutionalisation of mental health care in Australia. However, without adequately fund-
ed community mental health services, there is a gap in the system through which people continue to fall. 
Social determinants including poverty, living conditions, and personal security are significant contribu-
tors to mental ill-health. The Statement highlights the experience of First Nations people and communi-
ties, asylum seekers and refugees, people who are homeless and those who are in prison.

The Bishops observe that “our society tends to draw away from, or to push away, those who confront us 
with our frailties and limitations” which is “completely at odds with the story of Jesus” who “takes on the 
frailty of the human condition” and ”draws near to those who are sick or who have disabilities, those who 
are marginalized or despised”. People living with mental ill-health are part of the Body of Christ – ‘us’ 
and not ‘them’ – and share equally in Jesus’ promise of the fullness of life (Jn 10:10).

The Bishops invite us all to reject stigmatisation, to work for the transformation of social determinants 
of mental ill-health, and to call for policies and service provision that meets the needs of the poorest and 
most marginalised members of our community.

Download the Statement and access other resources at <https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2020/>

Office for Social Justice, ACBC
PO Box 7246, Alexandria NSW 2015
Tel: (02) 8306 3499 • Fax: (02) 8306 3498
Email: admin@acsjc.org.au
www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au

TO LIVE LIFE  
TO THE FULL

MENTAL HEALTH IN  
AUSTRALIA TODAY

Jesus, you invite us all into the fullness of life.
May we support one another to flourish
in body, mind and spirit.
Strengthen our commitment to ensure 
that nobody falls through gaps in our systems of care.

People called you mad.
Help us to recognise you 
in those who suffer mental ill-health today.
Show us how to eliminate stigmatisation of mental 
ill-health
from our parishes, schools, communities and 
organisations.

You drew near to those 
who were suffering in body or mind.
May we too feel your nearness
when we struggle with mental health challenges.
May we be one as members of Your Body.

You invite us to share in your ministry
of love and true compassion.
May we be empowered by your Spirit
to reach out to all people in need.
May we build communities of welcome and 
inclusion.

Amen

https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2020/07/03/social-justice-statement-2020-21/


St Canice’s COVID-time: please assist us

Attending mass in Covid time with physical distance
Please note each and every one of steps I ask you to take.   
The command to love your neighbour sometimes takes strange forms!
1. If you have any symptom or are frail, you must not come. Pray at home!
2. By Thursdays, please register online or by phone for the Sunday mass you wish to attend. All on our 
email list get this weekly message by Tuesday.
3. We strongly encourage you to bring a face mask, and please arrive early if possible, especially if you 
did not register for this exact mass. You may be directed to a particular door.
4. Any couples and small households may keep close together
5. At all times households or individuals must maintain 1.5m distance from each other, whether outside 
the church, entering and leaving the church, in your place, at the collection, at communion. Touch as few 
surfaces as possible.
6. When you are safely able to enter the church, please sanitise your hands. Cleansing stations are on the 
left and right of the door.
7. Collect a bulletin. Don’t return it or other papers. Only your household should touch it.
8. Have your name ticked off (or register) at the table near the entrance door you used.
9. We have designated about 60 places where you can sit—some places are for 1 person only. Please use 
common sense as well. Stand or sit in that place and don’t move forward or touch the pew in front of you.
10.  Please join in the responses but do not sing. If you have our Mass response sheet, do not leave it in 
church and please retain it for future masses.
11.  After the intercessions, you can add to each collection using 2 baskets.
12.  Please join in the sign of peace by gesture and/or voice.
13.  Communion is done in 4 sectors. Approach via the aisle in front of the minister, maintain 1.5m dis-
tance. Quietly receive in the hand only, holding your arms out, and in such manner that the minister would 
not risk touching your hand. Return to your place via the aisle to the left or right.
14.  Sanitise your hands as you leave, 1.5m distant. When outside, socialise little here.
 

Thank you for your care in assisting us, and  
protecting others.  Paul Fyfe sj, pp [version 200808] 1
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Coming to Communion by sectors

Wait for your sector; maintain 1.5m !

Attending church, and online mass
Our floor space allows us to have the maximum 100 people in total, subject to distancing and reg-
istering. Those who are unwell or at risk due to compromised immune or respiratory system must 
not attend; those over 70 or frail should carefully consider not coming. (This all applies to baptisms, 
funerals and weddings as well, which can also be livestreamed as a funeral service recently was.)
So that mass can begin in a timely manner, if at all possible, please register by 3pm Thursday, and 
arrive early. Register via the email you are sent on Monday or Tuesday (check your junk mail!). Other-
wise visit our website, or contact the office.  
People may visit the Church, but only by arrangement with the office.
The best address now for our live-streamed mass and all our completed liturgies is  
<https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/> here.

https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
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