
International Day of Peace (Sept. 21)

The international day of peace is always timely. Unfortunately so! There is 
no end to wars and disputes between nations and between groups within 

them that take lives, devastate towns and impoverish nations. Peace is some-
thing that everyone wants, but most wars begin when one group or another 
tries to impose peace on its own terms.  To build peace you need to go further 
back and ask those who claim to want peace what they are willing to do and 
what interests they are prepared to sacrifice in order to build it. A test of their 
seriousness might be to ask what they are willing to do to support the people 
destroyed by wars in which their own nations have been involved. 
Most wars are fought in order to make peace – sometimes to impose peace 
by winning the war, often to force an aggressive nation or group to accept the 
terms on which peace can be built, and sometimes to assert control over the 
peace that will follow. Leaders of most na-
tions describe themselves as peace loving 
and their enemies as violent aggressors. In 
this lack of mutual trust, war is the natu-
ral result. Fear and suspicion lead nations 
to enlarge their armies and piles of deadly 
weapons, enlarge their capacity to manu-
facture weapons, recoup the cost by sell-
ing weapons to other nations and armed 
groups with which they are conveniently allied, and join in military adven-
tures their strong allies initiate. The result for the unfortunate people who are 
the victims of this cycle is that they live in fear of war, are driven from their 
homes, become refugees in their own or in another land and are deprived of 
basic human rights. They are then excluded, and their need ignored, by the 
nations that participate in their destruction directly or through their proxies. 
The cost of war-making is enormous, both directly for the people whose lives it 
takes or ruins and indirectly for the nations engaging in it. It multiplies distrust 
and alienates resources that could better be spent positively on peacemaking 
through aid to impoverished peoples and to healing the wounds of war. And it 
unites nations in fear as they seek allies against common and enemies. 
All this is the gloomy background to International Peace Day. As in so many 
international challenges it suggests how important are the personal and com-
munal relationships that are the building blocks of national policies. The rage 
and suspicion that we see in war making are bred in the violence of family 
relationships, the choice we make between hatred or understanding in our so-
cial media postings, the vituperation of political discourse, the ways in which 
playground fights are handled and learned from, and how we handle frustra-
tion on the roads and in shopping centres. Peace begins in the negotiation of 
differences through apologies and reconciliation in personal relationships and 
in the learning of other ways of response than lashing out.
At Jesuit Social Services we are involved in helping vulnerable young peo-
ple find ways in to face the frustrations of daily living and engage in 
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 Season of Creation  

1-Sep to 4-Oct in the  
Year of  Laudato si’

Help everyone by booking a weekend place at mass by Thursday!
* p.2

We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.
Catholic Parish of St Canice
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TwenTy-fifTh Sunday in Ordinary Time — 20 SepTember 2020
Entrance Procession
I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I 
will be their Lord for ever.

Collect
O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, 
by keeping your precepts, we may not fail to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

First Reading  Isaiah 55:6-9   My thoughts are not your thoughts
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake their way, and the 
unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 144:2-3, 8-9, 17-18  How good is the Lord to all, compassionate to all creatures

Second Reading Philippians 1:20-24, 27 For me to live is Christ
My brothers and sisters: It is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be put to shame in any way, 
but that by my speaking with all boldness, Christ will be exalted now as always in my body, whether 
by life or by death. For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is 
to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you.
Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am 
absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with 
one mind for the faith of the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation cf Acts 16:14
Alleluia, alleluia! Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to the words of your Son. Alleluia!

Gospel  Matthew 20:1-16  Why are you jealous because I am generous?
Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples. “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent 
them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 
and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went.
“When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock  he went 
out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said 
to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ “When evening came, 
the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the 
last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily 
wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual 
daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 
But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed 
to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’
“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Memorial Acclamation
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

Communion Antiphon
You have laid down your precepts to be carefully kept; may my ways be firm in keeping your statutes.

relationships peacefully and respectfully. This is a challenging task because it often runs against young 
people’s early experience of violence and the role models rampant in our culture.    
International Peace Day looks at the largest possible canvas. Peace-making begins in the most intimate of rela-
tionships and the learning of the simplest of formulae: “please”, “sorry”, “thank you”.  Andrew Hamilton sj

from p.1: 



 Parish Calendar
Sun 20   online, Sat 6pm click here 
Mon 21   St Matthew, apostle, evangelist
Thu 23 St Pius (Pio) Pietrelcina, priest 
Sat 26   26th Ord.: Come in person—or online, Sat 6pm here 
Sun  27  Prior booking please! 6pm, 8:30am,10:30am. 
  World Refugees and Migration Sunday. 

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Trish Fitzpatrick (wife of Kevin), Sr Maureen O’Halloran, Jan Pinkerton, 

Sonja Kellow; victims of COVID-19 inc. 47+ Jesuits.  
Anniversaries: Marian Alexander Nathan.

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Those with Covid-19; Michele Peters, John Harding, Paul Scharrer, John Hallett, 

Cassandra Woodburne, Maurice Heading SJ, Jillian Wells, Antonios Constantine, Alison Dudley, Ma-
rina Byron, Hayden Ure, Amanda Sinclair, Michael Kelly SJ, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, Fr Peter Ma-
her, Wilhelmina van Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Jack Ryan Duffy, 
Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, 
James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda 
Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, 
Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor.

Available:  Australian Catholics (Spring edition: gold coin donation in SVdP box on wall welcome); 
Reflect (Jesuit Mission News).
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.
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Ordinary Time…
when we live out our discerned  
Easter vocation in everyday life,  

daily putting on Christ crucified and risen.

Please remind yourself of the expectations listed on the “St Canice’s COVIDtime” sheet  
at the desks: we should (and are obliged legally) to follow our plan!

Social Justice Statement
To Live Life to the Full: Mental health in Australia 
today. Please download it. The Bishops’ statement 
encourages faith communities, governments, and 
each one of us to make mental health a priority.If 
you need a printed copy, let the PP know!

Complete an attendance form at church
Tue  15 September Mass 7am 
Wed  16  Mass 9am. 
Thu 17 Mass 9am 
Fri  18 Mass 12 noon 
Sat 19 Mass 9am.

Groups in the Church
The parish has been getting requests to use of the 
Church for a variety of purposes. For instances not 
involving a religious service, we are restricted to 
20 people. NSW Health has confirmed that we do 
not need to supervise such use. The parish needs to 
have a COVID plan for non-service usage. Groups 
using the Church (or Hall) must use their own 
industry plan and provide us with a copy. Current 
requests involve possible uses such as film, song, 
and 12-step programs.

Sacrament of Confirmation:  
will be celebrated this year on Saturday either 
14 or 21 November at the 6pm Mass.  If you 
feel that your son or daughter is ready to re-
ceive this Sacrament of continuing initiation 
into the community of Church please contact 
Lynelle. Children should be in Year 5 or above. 
Obtain enrolment forms as follows:  
• On the St Canice Parish website
• By emailing Lynelle at the Parish Office:  

<lynelle@stcanice.com.au>
• By phoning Lynelle at the Parish Office:  

9358 5229
• At the back of the church.
Enrolments close on Friday 25 September.

Peace: what can 1 person do? 27/10/62: Vasily 
Archipov single-handedly prevented nuclear war.

https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.stcanice.org.au/confirmation-communion-and-reconciliation/
mailto:%3Clynelle%40stcanice.com.au%3E?subject=Enrolment%20form%20for%20Confirmation


A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices

The Catholic Weekly 
$2 to the StVdP box please. Also available in a digi-
tal form at <www.catholicweekly.com.au>

People still want to be Catholics
September is the best time to enquire about the 
Catholic Church—no strings attached. Or to take it 
seriously again. Or you may know someone… Talk 
to the PP or them!  And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? Romans 10

The Pope’s Prayer in the Year of Laudato si’
Loving God, Creator of Heaven, Earth,  

and all therein contained.
Open our minds and touch our hearts,

so that we can be part of Creation, your gift.
Be present to those in need in these difficult times,

especially the poorest and most vulnerable.
Help us to show creative solidarity
as we confront the consequences  

of the global pandemic.
Make us courageous in embracing

the changes required to seek the common good.
Now more than ever, may we all feel  
interconnected and interdependent.

Enable us to succeed in listening and responding
to the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor.

May their current sufferings become the birth-pangs 
of a more fraternal and sustainable world.

We pray through Christ our Lord,
under the loving gaze of Mary Help of Christians,

Amen.

Next Week’s Readings: 
26 /27 September – 26th Ordinary Sunday

First Reading:  Ezekiel 18:25-28

Second Reading:   Philippians 2:1-11

Gospel:    Matthew 2!:28-32

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>
Remember to register: online / email / phone

“Take fresh courage”
For the 10th Anniversary of the canonisation of St 
Mary MacKillop, the Sisters of Saint Joseph have 
created a prayer booklet with details of Mary’s 
personal journey, highlighting her values and 
spirit. To order your free copy, go to <https://www.
marymackilloptoday.org.au/prayer-book> or phone 
02 8912 2777—by Monday for free postage!

JRS Foodbank Appeal
Since 1 April, it has fed more than 5,000 women, 
children, and men who have lost jobs, been 
excluded from Federal financial support and cannot 
return home. JRS stocks of rice, pasta, oil, tuna, 
and long life milk are RUNNING LOW. If you can 
donate these items we have drop off spots around 
Sydney here. Please visit <https://jrs.org.au/how-
to-help-refugees-and-people-seeking-asylum-
during-covid-19-3/> and learn how you can support 
people who have no other means to buy these 
basics for their families. A short video shows how 
food donations help <https://www.facebook.com/
watch/?v=293160638622911>

Face masks &c.
Our Archbishop exhorts parishioners to wear masks 
at Mass; and always to observe social distancing

New, around the parish…
The use of space at St Canice’s is a particular focus 
at present. Since Blaiket House can no longer be 
used for accommodation because of associated costs 
of maintenance, fire safety and other issues, we are 
re-purposing it to become a shared space for our 
parish community, parish staff and volunteers. The 
ground floor will be used for prayer groups, commit-
tee meetings etc., and as a sorting/storage area for 
clothing donations and for JRS files we had else-
where. Other changes are still being finalised. 
Our parish hall has also been cleaned out and is now 
more spacious. If you have an idea of how we can 
use these areas to help parishioners better connect, 
please contact Brian Anderson <brian.anderson@
syd.catholic.edu.au> or Lynelle.        PF.

Be like Vasily Archipov!
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https://australiancatholics.com.au/
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https://www.jrs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/drop-off-points.pdf
https://www.jrs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/drop-off-points.pdf
https://jrs.org.au/how-to-help-refugees-and-people-seeking-asylum-during-covid-19-3/
https://jrs.org.au/how-to-help-refugees-and-people-seeking-asylum-during-covid-19-3/
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https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=293160638622911
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mailto:brian.anderson%40syd.catholic.edu.au?subject=Connecting%20parishioners
mailto:brian.anderson%40syd.catholic.edu.au?subject=Connecting%20parishioners


To Live Life to the Full: Mental health in Australia today
The COVID-19 pandemic is impacting the mental health of many members of our parishes, schools and 
communities. In fact, most of us will experience a mental health problem at some point over the course 
of our lives. Understanding mental health will help us to be aware of those who need our support. Our 
parishes, organisations and communities can be places of acceptance care and healing, not places of re-
jection, judgment or stigma.

In the Social Justice Statement To Live Life to the Full: Mental health in Australia today, the Bishops 
welcome the deinstitutionalisation of mental health care in Australia. However, without adequately fund-
ed community mental health services, there is a gap in the system through which people continue to fall. 
Social determinants including poverty, living conditions, and personal security are significant contribu-
tors to mental ill-health. The Statement highlights the experience of First Nations people and communi-
ties, asylum seekers and refugees, people who are homeless and those who are in prison.

The Bishops observe that “our society tends to draw away from, or to push away, those who confront us 
with our frailties and limitations” which is “completely at odds with the story of Jesus” who “takes on the 
frailty of the human condition” and ”draws near to those who are sick or who have disabilities, those who 
are marginalized or despised”. People living with mental ill-health are part of the Body of Christ – ‘us’ 
and not ‘them’ – and share equally in Jesus’ promise of the fullness of life (Jn 10:10).

The Bishops invite us all to reject stigmatisation, to work for the transformation of social determinants 
of mental ill-health, and to call for policies and service provision that meets the needs of the poorest and 
most marginalised members of our community.

Download the Statement and access other resources at <https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2020/>

Office for Social Justice, ACBC
PO Box 7246, Alexandria NSW 2015
Tel: (02) 8306 3499 • Fax: (02) 8306 3498
Email: admin@acsjc.org.au
www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au

TO LIVE LIFE  
TO THE FULL

MENTAL HEALTH IN  
AUSTRALIA TODAY

Jesus, you invite us all into the fullness of life.
May we support one another to flourish
in body, mind and spirit.
Strengthen our commitment to ensure 
that nobody falls through gaps in our systems of care.

People called you mad.
Help us to recognise you 
in those who suffer mental ill-health today.
Show us how to eliminate stigmatisation of mental 
ill-health
from our parishes, schools, communities and 
organisations.

You drew near to those 
who were suffering in body or mind.
May we too feel your nearness
when we struggle with mental health challenges.
May we be one as members of Your Body.

You invite us to share in your ministry
of love and true compassion.
May we be empowered by your Spirit
to reach out to all people in need.
May we build communities of welcome and 
inclusion.

Amen

https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2020/07/03/social-justice-statement-2020-21/


St Canice’s COVID-time: please assist us

Attending mass in Covid time with physical distance
Please note each and every one of steps I ask you to take.   
The command to love your neighbour sometimes takes strange forms!
1. If you have any symptom or are frail, you must not come. Pray at home!
2. By Thursdays, please register online or by phone for the Sunday mass you wish to attend. All on our 
email list get this weekly message by Tuesday.
3. We strongly encourage you to bring a face mask, and please arrive early if possible, especially if you 
did not register for this exact mass. You may be directed to a particular door.
4. Any couples and small households may keep close together
5. At all times households or individuals must maintain 1.5m distance from each other, whether outside 
the church, entering and leaving the church, in your place, at the collection, at communion. Touch as few 
surfaces as possible.
6. When you are safely able to enter the church, please sanitise your hands. Cleansing stations are on the 
left and right of the door.
7. Collect a bulletin. Don’t return it or other papers. Only your household should touch it.
8. Have your name ticked off (or register) at the table near the entrance door you used.
9. We have designated about 60 places where you can sit—some places are for 1 person only. Please use 
common sense as well. Stand or sit in that place and don’t move forward or touch the pew in front of you.
10.  Please join in the responses but do not sing. If you have our Mass response sheet, do not leave it in 
church and please retain it for future masses.
11.  After the intercessions, you can add to each collection using 2 baskets.
12.  Please join in the sign of peace by gesture and/or voice.
13.  Communion is done in 4 sectors. Approach via the aisle in front of the minister, maintain 1.5m dis-
tance. Quietly receive in the hand only, holding your arms out, and in such manner that the minister would 
not risk touching your hand. Return to your place via the aisle to the left or right.
14.  Sanitise your hands as you leave, 1.5m distant. When outside, socialise little here.
 

Thank you for your care in assisting us, and  
protecting others.  Paul Fyfe sj, pp [version 200808] 1
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Coming to Communion by sectors

Wait for your sector; maintain 1.5m !

Attending church, and online mass
Our floor space allows us to have the maximum 100 people in total, subject to distancing and reg-
istering. Those who are unwell or at risk due to compromised immune or respiratory system must 
not attend; those over 70 or frail should carefully consider not coming. (This all applies to baptisms, 
funerals and weddings as well, which can also be livestreamed as a funeral service recently was.)
So that mass can begin in a timely manner, if at all possible, please register by 3pm Thursday, and 
arrive early. Register via the email you are sent on Monday or Tuesday (check your junk mail!). Other-
wise visit our website, or contact the office.  
People may visit the Church, but only by arrangement with the office.
The best address now for our live-streamed mass and all our completed liturgies is  
<https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/> here.

https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/
https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/StCanicesElizabethBay/

