
Baptism and the Laity’s Mission in the Church
Pope’s October prayer intention: We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the 

laity, especially women, may participate more in areas of responsibility in 
the Church.
When Pope Francis prays that lay people may share more fully in responsibility 
for the Church, he begins with baptism. That is telling, because many Catholics 
would automatically think first of Holy Orders. Priests and Bishops have respon-
sibility in the Church, and others help them in their work. Pope Francis would 
describe that way of thinking as clericalism.
He invites us to think more deeply about the meaning of Baptism. We can easily 
think of it as a ritual celebrated for us as babies when we enter the church. It is like 
a key that gets us inside the church so that we can receive other sacraments, but it 
doesn’t entitle us to do anything. In Pope Francis’ understanding baptism makes 
us entitled to be active in the church and to share responsibility for it. It is not the 
first step along a path to Holy Orders and so to ‘office’ in the Church, but empow-
ers us to be active and responsible in caring for the church. Holy Orders creates 
particular relationships in the community, but adds nothing to baptism. Baptism 
in St Peter’s words makes us a royal priesthood, a people set apart.
If we think of responsibility only as power within the internal relationships of the 
church, we might think that the church has only begun to trust lay people. That 
judgment is understandable. But if we look more generally at what Catholics do 
and at their relationships with one another and the outside world, and ask who 
is responsible for making things happen, the picture is very different. In church 
organisations many of the key managers are lay people. In Catholic schools, the 
majority of teachers and a fair proportion of principals are women. This is even 
more true of Catholic hospitals and social outreach organisations. They are re-
sponsible for maintaining the Catholic spirit of the schools and the organisations. 
The same is often true now, too, of many parishes where lay people actually hold 
the church together. The priests who are attached to these organisations are there 
as servants and not as masters. This will be even more true of the Catholic Church 
in the future.
There is a gap, of course, between this reality of church life and the formal ways 
in which the life of the church is expressed. And this gap can be very aggravat-
ing. Many Catholics have expressed their frustration that the Plenary Council, 
so important in the life of the Church, will be so overwhelmingly composed by 
Bishops and priests and that critical voices with experience of good governance 
in civil life will not be represented. Similarly, the scope for women to have their 
gifts accepted in taking responsibility for the Church is still pretty limited. We 
would expect in an organisation where women had full responsibility, that men, 
including priests, would routinely be accountable to women in their work. These 
situations suggest that there is a long path to follow, which will involve change in 
church practice and attitudes. 
Pope Francis prays that the laity may find more areas of church life in which 
they are responsible. To pray takes us out of planning and proposing and defining 
boundaries, and into the life of God. We pray in the Spirit, who is always a Spirit 
of possibility, one who opens doors and does not lock them. For all the frustra-
tions evoked by this intention, prayer commits us to hope that the Spirit will help 
us find a way.              Andrew Hamilton sj
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Masses – for ≤101 people
Tu 7am, W & Th 9am, F 12noon, Sa 9am
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com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/
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Reconciliation
By arrangement
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Baptism & Child Sacraments, RCIA
Contact Parish Office Tel: 9358 5229
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TwenTy-ninTh Sunday, year a — 18 OcTOber 2020
Entrance Procession
To you I call; for you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard me as the apple of your 
eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me.

First Reading  Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 I have taken the hand of Cyrus to subdue nations before his countenance
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue nations before him and strip 
kings of their robes, to open doors before him—and the gates shall not be closed:
“For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not 
know me. I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know 
me, so that all may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am the 
Lord, and there is no other.”

Responsorial Psalm Ps 95:1, 3-5, 7-10 Sing to the Lord all the earth.
R. Give the Lord glory and honour.

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 We are mindful of your faith, hope, and love
From Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace to you and peace.
We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before 
our God and Father your work of faith and labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel 
came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction.

Gospel Acclamation Philippians 2:15-16
Alleluia, alleluia! Shine on the world like bright stars; you are offering it the word of life. Alleluia!

Gospel  Matthew 22:15-21 Give to Caesar the things that belong to Caesar and to God the things that are God’s
When the chief priests and Pharisees had heard the parables. they realized that Jesus was speaking about them. Then 
the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Hero-
dians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 
deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes 

to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why 
are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used 
for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them 
“Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emper-
ors.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things 
that are the  emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”

Memorial Acclamation
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until 
you come again.

Communion Antiphon
Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, who hope in his merciful love, to rescue their souls from death, 
to keep them alive in famine.

What’s happening?
At St Canice’s we have many diverse challenges or 
issues connected with Peace Park, David’s Place, 
Merton, Blaiket, the Kitchen, volunteers, future 
building, managing significant events in COVID 
time, special care for some homeless, Parish Pastoral 
Council, building parish community—all this, on 
top of the more than usual everyday pastoral care, 
management and incoming goods, all of which keep 
our managers and priests very busy.
Governance is a big topic for the Church at present. 

At the end of last week the Parish had to report to 
the Jesuit Provincial about it in light of the Plenary 
document, “The Light from the Southern Cross”. I 
also wrote an extensive critique of that paper and 
I’m happy to discuss or share my thoughts with any-
one who has perused it. 
Our special focus in the Parish at present is on the 
survey begun last week. Please assist us in that if 
you can! If you want to discuss an idea of how we 
can help parishioners better connect with each other, 
please contact Brian Anderson <brian.anderson@
syd.catholic.edu.au> or Lynelle. 

https://www.catholicreligious.org.au/light-from-the-southern-cross
mailto:brian.anderson%40syd.catholic.edu.au?subject=Connecting%20parishioners
mailto:brian.anderson%40syd.catholic.edu.au?subject=Connecting%20parishioners


 Parish Calendar
Sun   18   29th Ordinary (Mission Sun.) (Online, Sat 6pm)
Mon   19 St John de Brébeuf & comps., American martyrs 
Sat   24 (eve) Come in person—or Online, 6pm here 
Sun    25 30th Ordinary Sunday (Mission Sunday)  
  Prior booking please! 6pm, 8:30am,10:30am.  
Sat    14 Nov 6pm Confirmation with Bishop Terry

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Trish Fitzpatrick (wife of Kevin), Sheila Christian,  Sr Maureen O’Hal-

loran, Jan Pinkerton, Sonja Kellow; victims of COVID-19 inc. 47+ Jesuits.  
Anniversaries: Elaine George, Bede Nichols, Maureen Fyfe, Donal Taylor SJ, George Meier.

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Those with Covid-19; Mary Woodburne (had a fall), John Harding, Paul Scharrer, 

John Hallett, Cassandra Woodburne, Maurice Heading SJ, Jillian Wells, Antonios Constantine, Alison 
Dudley, Marina Byron, Hayden Ure, Amanda Sinclair, Michael Kelly SJ, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, 
Fr Peter Maher, Wilhelmina van Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Jack 
Ryan Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siob-
han Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John 
Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn 
Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor.  
Baptism Reception: Penelope Rowe 
Jesuit novice on the 30-day retreat: Joel Hodge 
Confirmation: 3 young candidates and families beginning Confirmation preparation this weekend.

Available:  Australian Catholics (Spring edition: gold coin donation in SVdP box on wall welcome); 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.
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Ordinary Time…
when we live out our discerned  
Easter vocation in everyday life,  

daily putting on Christ crucified and risen.

Please remind yourself of the expectations listed on the sheet  
at the desks: we should (and are obliged legally) to follow our plan!

Complete an attendance form at church
Tue  20 October Mass 7am 
Wed  21  Mass 9am. 
Thu 22 Mass 9am 
Fri  23 Mass 12 noon 
Sat 24 Mass 9am.

Pray with Jesuit Mission: Joy
It has been a tough year and it still is. And so 
ever more important for us to find joy. Join 
Australian Jesuit Mission in prayer at <https://
jesuitmission.org.au/who-we-are/our-spirituality/
fse/>. Other themes too!

Spirituality news
A number have commented on how help-
ful this new newsletter is. Check it out here 
<https://jisa.org.au/2020/08/20/509/> –from 
Jesuit & Ignatian Spirituality Australia.

Fr Steve Sinn speaking
Listen to Fr Steve talk about his calling, in an 
interview with fellow Jesuits.  
<https://youtu.be/IzEwx6vKPDI>

Please respond
We have already received many excellent re-
sponses to our survey of a few simple questions 
about Parish life. Many had the opportunity to 
complete it at mass last week. Others received 
an email from Brian Anderson and replied to 
that. This week 6pm mass-goers have the op-

portunity at mass, and copies will be 
on the seats at the other masses.
We continue to welcome any respons-
es, but prefer them to be completed via 
your email link if possible.
As we put together people and propos-

als for a new Parish Council, we need your con-
tribution! Please help. 

Pope Francis on friendship
Read Fratelli Tutti here! “With these words, Saint 
Francis of Assisi addressed his brothers and sisters 
and proposed to them a way of life marked by the 
flavour of the Gospel… He calls for a love that 
transcends the barriers of geography and distance”. 
A summary is available at the desk.

Apologies if you are having trouble phoning 
us. We are still fixing bugs in the new system.

https://www.facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/live/
https://jesuitmission.org.au/who-we-are/our-spirituality/fse/
https://jesuitmission.org.au/who-we-are/our-spirituality/fse/
https://jesuitmission.org.au/who-we-are/our-spirituality/fse/
https://jisa.org.au/2020/08/20/509/
https://jisa.org.au/2020/08/20/509/
<https://youtu.be/IzEwx6vKPDI>
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html


A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices

The Catholic Weekly 
$2 to the StVdP box please. Also available in a digi-
tal form at <www.catholicweekly.com.au>

People still want to be Catholics
This is the time to enquire about the Catholic 
Church—no strings attached. Or to take it seriously 
again. Or you may know someone… Talk to the PP 
or them!  And how are they to hear without someone 
to proclaim him? Romans 10

The Pope’s Prayer in the Year of Laudato si’
Loving God, Creator of Heaven, Earth,  

and all therein contained.
Open our minds and touch our hearts,

so that we can be part of Creation, your gift.
Be present to those in need in these difficult times,

especially the poorest and most vulnerable.
Help us to show creative solidarity
as we confront the consequences  

of the global pandemic.
Make us courageous in embracing

the changes required to seek the common good.
Now more than ever, may we all feel  
interconnected and interdependent.

Enable us to succeed in listening and responding
to the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor.

May their current sufferings become the birth-pangs 
of a more fraternal and sustainable world.

We pray through Christ our Lord,
under the loving gaze of Mary Help of Christians,

Amen.

Next Week’s Readings: 
24 / 25 October – 30th Ordinary Sunday

First Reading:  Exodus 22:20-26

Second Reading:   1 Thessalonians 1:5-10

Gospel:    Matthew 22:34-40

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>
Remember to register: online / email / phone

JRS Foodbank Appeal
JRS stocks of rice, pasta, oil, tuna, and long life milk 
are RUNNING LOW. If you can donate these items 
we have drop off spots around Sydney here. 

Face masks &c.
Our Archbishop exhorts parishioners to wear masks 
at Mass; and always to observe social distancing

New, in the Kitchen…
Carrie Deane did a remarkably successful job in 
re-inventing our Kitchen as a take-away. Numbers 
are now higher then ever.
Nevertheless, we had to do a lot of detailed planning 
for the gradual but needed move of the Kitchen back 
into its physical home. Both ‘how’ and ‘when’ are 
quite difficult matters. We were going to announce 
an imminent date for this, but the renewed COVID 
case-load in Sydney halted those plans just at the 
critical moment. Now it will probably begin in Feb-
ruary after the summer break. PF.

Two Wolves Community Cantina
at Chippendale (the Mexican restaurant run by the 
Jesuits’ young adults ministry), is now available for 
events and functions! Whether for a Birthday Par-
ty, a Work Christmas Event or a Community Reunion, 
we would love to accommodate you. All profits go to-
wards supporting the ministry, The Cardoner Project, 
here and in the developing world. Enquire today at  
<events@thetwowolves.com.au> for more info.

We note with sadness that Carolina Gottardo, the 
head of JRS Australia is finishing up in early No-
vember, as the family moves overseas next year. 
The Country Director position is advertised here.

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/
https://universalis.com/Australia/mass.htm
https://www.jesuit.org.au/
https://australiancatholics.com.au/
https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/
https://www.madonnamagazine.com.au/
https://www.jrs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/drop-off-points.pdf
mailto:events%40thetwowolves.com.au?subject=Responding%20to%20ad%20in%20St%20Canice%27s%20bulletin
https://jrs.org.au/jrs-australia-seeks-new-country-director/

