
Preventing Exploitation of the Environoment

The International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment 
in War and Armed Conflict calls to mind Pope Francis. The day itself is 

an initiative of the United Nations. But like Pope Francis when he speaks of 
threats to human life, to peace or to our environment, the day speaks strongly 
and makes connections that we may have missed. The naming of this day brings 
together war and the environment, two things that may seem to be unconnected. 
The Pope, too, would have gone on to link these different scourges to inequality, 
which feeds wars and junks the environment. 
A little thought shows the close connection between military action and the 
destruction of the environment. We need only to remember the effects of the 
testing of nuclear weapons in South Australia and the Pacific, of the use of 
Agent Orange in Vietnam for killing forests, and of landmines in Cambodia. In 
each case land was closed off for human use for many years, people suffered 
from birth defects and a high cancer rate, and rural children for thirty years 
afterwards have had arms and legs blown off by the sentinels that never sleep. 
In wars, too, the poor have always fought the poor, wealthy corporations have 
profited from selling arms to both sides, and fertile land has been poisoned. 
As Pope Francis has argued so strongly, too, the exploitation of our environment 
and the lack of respect for its ecologies and future always involve the exploitation 
of the people who depend on it for their living. People, who are driven off 
their land to allow private interests to profit from mining and whose fishing 
grounds and fields are poisoned by it, naturally protest against this injustice. 
These protests are then put down violently. People, treated as objects that need 
to removed for mines, are then further made the objects of bombing, gassing, 
intimidation and other instruments of war. People and the natural world alike 
are seen as expendable pieces on a chessboard, not respected as persons in a 
world of interlocking relationships.
This is true also in more domestic ways. Children who are raised in poverty in 
areas left without services by governments are often exposed to domestic violence 
and grow up with little respect for the environment. In our accompaniment of 
them at Jesuit Social Services we need to commend both peaceful ways of 
resolving frustration and an appreciation of the environment of which they are 
part. 
One response to the destruction of the environment by armed conflict is to devise 
methods of warfare that are less damaging; to stop stockpiling weapons, selling 
them, reducing armed forces and making it more difficult for Governments to 
go to war. That response is necessary and would certainly diminish the threat to 
the environment. It does not, however, go to the roots of the problem. In all our 
policies we need to attend first to the people who are affected by armed conflict 
and damage to the environment: the soldiers who are killed and wounded, the 
veterans who return physically and mentally ill, their families whose lives are 
fogged in the sadness of war, and the civilians killed, terrorised, displaced, 
driven into refugee camps and excluded from the nations which benefited from 
their destruction. 
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We also need to attend to the environment of 
which we are part and to all its delicate relationships: 
the agricultural land made desert, the effect on oceans 
and climate by the emissions involved in the making 
of weapons and their use, and the illnesses incubated 
and spread in the slums where displaced persons must 
live. We must keep in mind the world that we shall 
leave to our grandchildren and the ways in which they 
will live.       Andrew Hamilton sj

ThirTy-second sunday, year a — 8 november 2020
Entrance Procession
Let my prayer come into your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord.

First Reading  Wisdom 6:12-16  Wisdom is found by those who look for it
Wisdom is radiant and unfading, and she is easily discerned by those who love her, and is found by those who 
seek her. She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her. One who rises early to seek her will have 
no difficulty, for she will be found sitting at the gate.
To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding, and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free 
from care, because she goes about seeking those worthy of her, and she graciously appears to them in their 
paths, and meets them in every thought.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 62:2-8   My soul shall be filled as with a banquet
R. My soul is thirsting for you O Lord my God.

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 Those who died as Christians, God will bring to life with Jesus
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God 
will bring with him those who have died.

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 24:42, 44
Alleluia, alleluia! Be watchful and ready: you know not when the Son of Man is coming. Alleluia!

Gospel  Matthew 25:1-13  Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him
When talking about his coming in glory, Jesus spoke this parable to the 
disciples: “The kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids 
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took 
no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the 
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. “But at 
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 
The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 
going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you 
and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for your-
selves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those 
who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door 
was shut. “Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep 
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

Memorial Acclamation
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until 
you come again.

Communion Antiphon
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose, 
near restful waters he leads me.
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 Parish Calendar
Sun     8   32nd Sunday (Online, Sat 6pm)
Mon     9 dedication of the Lateran BaSiLica 
Tue   10 St Leo the Great, pope
Fri   13 St Stanislaus Kostka SJ
Sat   14 St Joseph Pignatelli SJ; JRS 40th anniversary 
       6pm, Confirmation with Bishop Terry —Online here 
Sun    15 33rd Ordinary 
  Prior booking preferred! 6pm, 8:30am,10:30am.

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: victims of COVID-19 inc. 47+ Jesuits.  

Anniversaries: Lourdes Jacobs, Yvonne Nobbbs, Frances Amour, Mal Starkey, Geral-
dine Ohlsson, Rony Sosa Masias, Carlos Henrique Dardis, Elaine George, Bede Nichols.

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Those with Covid-19; Mary Woodburne (had a fall), John Harding, Paul Scharrer, 

John Hallett, Cassandra Woodburne, Maurice Heading SJ, Jillian Wells, Antonios Constantine, Alison 
Dudley, Marina Byron, Hayden Ure, Amanda Sinclair, Michael Kelly SJ, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, 
Fr Peter Maher, Wilhelmina van Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Jack 
Ryan Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siob-
han Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John 
Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn 
Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor.  
Ordination: Eka Tanaya SJ (Richmond Vic.14 Nov.) Baptism: Penelope Mae Rowe. 
Confirmation: 3 young candidates (Anastasia, Grace & Oscar) being Confirmed next Satruday, 6pm.

Available:  Australian Catholics (Spring edition: gold coin donation in SVdP box on wall welcome); 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.
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Ordinary Time…
when we live out our discerned  
Easter vocation in everyday life,  

daily putting on Christ crucified and risen.

COVID-19: Please remind yourself of the expectations listed on the sheet  
at the desks: we should (and are obliged legally) to follow our plan!

Complete an attendance form at church
Tue   10 November Mass 7am 
Wed   11  Mass 9am. 
Thu  12 Mass 9am 
Fri   13 Mass 12 noon 
Sat  14 Mass 9am.

Pray with Jesuit Mission: Resilience
Join Australian Jesuit Mission in prayer at 
<https://jesuitmission.org.au/who-we-are/our-spir-
ituality/fse/>. Other themes too!

Madonna magazine
People ask about Ignatian (or Jesuit) spiritual-
ity. When I joined the Jesuits, no explanation 
was given; instead we were taught ways of 
praying! Madonna magazine with its daily 
reflections (or meditations) has been a school 
of Ignatian prayer for more than 50 years. 
So get a subscription online (cf. p.4) or at 
1300 72 88 46, 9–5 M–F. This will also help 
ensure  its future which is in doubt.

Apologies if you are having trouble phoning 
us. We are still fixing bugs in the new system.

Christmas gifts from Jesuit Mission’s
Gifts for Change!  

<https://shop.jesuitmission.org.au/>

Catholic Works Fund (CWF) Appeal
This weekend we hold the CWF Pastoral Appeal. 
Funds raised assist important works throughout the 
Archdiocese, e.g. family counselling, evangelising 
youth, seminary, outreach to Indigenous communi-
ties, Catholic deaf community, CatholicCare.
This parish’s 2020/21 levy is $11,300. Any short-
fall will have to be paid by parish funds.
Tax deductible methods of donations over $2 are:
• using the CWF appeal envelope found in your 

Planned Giving envelope box
• using a CWF envelope on the pews or desks
• visit <www.ourfaithourworks.org/e-cwf/> to do-

nate by EFT or credit card. Important! nominate 
St Canice as your parish so we don’t have to pay 
that amount as well!

• ring 1800 753 959 from Mon–Fri, 8:30 am to 5 
pm. Remember to nominate the parish.
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices

The Catholic Weekly 
$2 to the StVdP box please. Also available in a digi-
tal form at <www.catholicweekly.com.au>

People still want to be Catholics
This is the time to enquire about the Catholic 
Church—no strings attached. Or to take it seriously 
again. Or you may know someone… Talk to the PP 
or them!  And how are they to hear without someone 
to proclaim him? Romans 10

Next Week’s Readings: 
14 / 15 November – 33rd Sunday

First Reading: Proverbs 31:10-13,19-20,30-31

Second Reading:   1 Thessalonians  5:1-6

Gospel:    Matthew 25:14-30

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>, 
Jesuit/Ignatian Spirituality– <jisa.org.au> Remember to register: online / email / phone

JRS Foodbank Appeal
JRS stocks of rice, pasta, oil, tuna, and long life milk 
are RUNNING LOW. If you can donate these items 
we have drop off spots around Sydney here. 

Face masks &c.
Our Archbishop exhorts parishioners to wear masks 
at Mass; and always to observe social distancing

“Stand with Stan” (Stan Samy sj)
This 83-yr old priest was arrested in Ranchi where 
the Australian Jesuit Mission was. He is accused of 
terrorism which is absurd. Any ruckus you can cre-
ate with India is very welcome. Sign the petition! Cf. 
<jesuitmission.org.au/stand-with-stan/>

Two Wolves Community Cantina
at Chippendale (Jesuit young adult ministry): avail-
able for Christmas events and functions! Profits 
support its work, here and in the developing world.   
More info: <events@thetwowolves.com.au>.

A Prayer for Renewal
Blessed are you, Father, who, in your infinite love 
sent us your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
that we may have life, and have it in abundance. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our 
Eucharistic communities. 
May they be places of encounter with the living 
Christ, centres of evangelisation and outreach to 
our community in love and mercy. 
Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant witnesses 
to the people of Sydney. 
Our Lady, Help of Christians. Pray for us!  
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangel-
is ation. Pray for us!  
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. Pray for us!

November Remembering
You are invited to add names of deceased family and 
friends to The Book of Remembrance at the desk, so 
that they might be remembered at various masses.

November Parish Business
Lynelle, our parish manager, is away until 16 Nov. 
on well-deserved leave for 3 weeks. Business hours 
have been cut back to 3pm.We are grateful to Fran 
and Bronny for their assistance. Paul Fyfe Sj,pp. P.S. 
As I have other tasks in November, my availability 
will be very limited.

“Go Make Disciples”
Just as St Canice’s is enacting a renewal plan which 
includes a new PPC, Archbp. Fisher op will launch 
Go Make Disciples, an archdiocesan Mission Plan 
on 12 December. Please join a campaign calling on 
the Holy Spirit to aid these initiatives by saying the 
prayer below together at the end of our Masses, and 
in your prayer groups and homes.

With praise and thanksgiving to God, the Provincial of 
the Society of Jesus in Australia, Very Rev. Brian McCoy 
SJ, announces the ordination to the priesthood of Eka 
Tanaya SJ by the Most Rev. Shane Mackinlay DD on 
Saturday, 14 Nov. 2020 at 11.00am and Mass of Thanks-
giving on Sunday, 15 Nov. 2020 at 9.30am. Both events 
will be streamed live on Australian Jesuits YouTube 
Channel from St Ignatius’ Church, Richmond, Vic.
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