
Waiting and awaiting
In Latin, an advent is an arrival; in the Church year it is a time of waiting. 

In the early Church it was both. It drew on the image of the arrival of the 
Emperor to a city, which was preceded by a time of anxious expectation spent 
in drawing up reports and balancing budgets. The Emperor might be expected 
to bring gifts, but he also exacted harsh punishment for corrupt administration, 
gross neglect and other crimes. The advent of the Emperor referred both to the 
expectation of his coming and his actual arrival.
The image of the Emperor’s arrival fits well the weeks before Christmas. We 
celebrate the coming of the Son of God to join our world at Christmas, and so 
prepare for his coming. We also look ahead to the coming of the Son of God at 
the end of time to judge the world, and reflect seriously on our lives.
These two aspects of Advent are expressed in the liturgy. As each candle of 
the Advent wreath is lit we come closer to Christmas. The colour of Advent 
is purple. This colour was reserved to the Emperor in Roman times, and so 
it reminds us that it is the Son of God who is coming 
among us at Advent. The covering of the statues and 
crosses in purple and the removal of flowers from 
the church, so leaving a bare church, can create the 
serious attitude appropriate to preparing for the 
coming of God among us. At Christmas the church 
will explode with light and colour and Jesus will 
take his place in the crib. 
This year the theme of waiting in hope is particularly 
fitting. Having spent twelve months confronted with bushfires and coronavirus 
we are hanging out for a Christmas when we can be with family and friends 
and free from care. The joy and hope of the coming of Christ at Christmas at 
the end of a long journey to Bethlehem awaken in us, even as they are at odds 
with the restricted daily reality of our lives. We look forward to the coming of 
Christ at all levels of our lives.
Many of the Advent Mass readings are taken from the Book of Isaiah, 
composed both before and during the exile of the people of Judaea. It was a 
time of anxiety and despair. Isaiah’s images describe both the harsh reality of 
his times and the comfort of God’s promise to the people. They move from 
the dryness of the desert to promise a green land of fertile valleys and flowing 
streams and of trees bearing plentiful fruit. They represent the sadness of exile, 
of being driven out of one’s own home, culture and language and temple, and 
the exuberant joy with which they will return to a new Jerusalem where God 
will rule over a faithful and prosperous people. Isaiah describes a grieving, 
divided and despairing nation, and its transformation into a people at home 
with God and with one another.
This Advent again takes us into the mystery of God’s coming to us in Jesus and 
of our own lives and world. It allows us to turn our anxiety and impatience at 
the effects of the virus into a steady waiting on God. It also invites us to attend 
to the people in our world who are treated harshly, and especially the refugees 
who, like the people of Israel at Isaiah’s time, have been made destitute this 
year, and who wait on God’s help and our kindness.   Andy Hamilton sj
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Help everyone by booking a weekend place at mass by Thursday!

We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.
Catholic Parish of St Canice
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First sunday oF advent, year B — 29 novemBer 2020
Entrance Procession
To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my ene-
mies exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to shame.

Collect
Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ with righteous 
deeds at his coming, so that, gathered at his right hand, they may be worthy to possess the heavenly 
Kingdom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

First Reading Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1, 3-8 Oh that you would tear the heavens apart and come down
You, O Lord, are our father; ‘Our Redeemer from of old’ is your name. Why, O Lord, do you make us 
stray from your ways and harden our heart, so that we do not fear you? Turn back for the sake of your 
servants, for the sake of the tribes that are your heritage. O that you would tear open the heavens and 
come down, so that the mountains would quake at your presence. When you did awesome deeds that 
we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has 
heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for 
him. You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one 
who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like 
the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have 
hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 79:2-3,15-16,18-19 Have regard for this vine,  the stock that your right hand has planted.
R. Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face and we shall be saved.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 The revelation we looked for, Christ Jesus our Lord
My brothers and sisters: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks 
to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way 
you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind- just as the testimony of Christ has been 
strengthened among you- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Gospel Acclamation Ps 84:8
Alleluia, alleluia! Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation. Alleluia!

Gospel Mark 13:31-37  Stay awake! You never know when the Lord will come
Jesus said to his disciples: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. But about that day or hour no one knows, 
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be-
ware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. “It 
is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with a particular task, and commands the door-
keeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—in the evening, 
or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly. “And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.”

Memorial Acclamation
Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection 
you have set us free.

Communion Antiphon
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its in-
crease.

St  Francis Xavier near death on Sancian 
(Shang-Chuan) Island, China, 3 Dec 1552



 Parish Calendar
Sun   29   1st sunday of advent yrB (Online, Sat 6pm).
Mon   30 st andrew, apostle Feast
Tue     1 Edmund Campion, Robert Southwell, sjs martyrs 
Thu     3 st francis Xavier sj, missionary priest Feast
Sat     5 6pm vigil—Online here 
Sun      6 2nd sunday of advent 
  Prior booking preferred! 6pm, 8:30am,10:30am.

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Patricia Emberson, COVID-19 inc. 47+ Jesuits.  

Anniversaries: Dorothy Antico, Bill Dominguez, Di Stewart, Lourdes Jacobs, Yvonne 
Nobbbs, Frances Amour, Mal Starkey.

Let us pray for...  
 Fr Gaetan on retreat. Recently ill: Josie Lynch, Caroline Crilly, Kathleen Doherty, Mary Wood-

burne, John Harding, Paul Scharrer, John Hallett, Cassandra Woodburne, Maurice Heading SJ, Jillian 
Wells, Antonios Constantine, Alison Dudley, Marina Byron, Hayden Ure, Amanda Sinclair, Michael 
Kelly SJ, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, Fr Peter Maher, Wilhelmina van Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, Gwen 
Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Jack Ryan Duffy, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, Belen Latorre, 
Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, Robert Horder, 
Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, Ray Walsh, 
Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie Napier, Ve-
ronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor, those with Covid-19.  
Celebrated First Reconciliation: William, Edward, Frederick, Liam, Rockwell.

Available:  Australian Catholics (Summer ed.: gold coin donation in SVdP box on wall welcome); 
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.
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Advent…
In this new Church year we call to mind God’s  
plan to save us as we prepare for the celebrat- 
ion of the birth of his Son, Jesus, born of Mary.

COVID-19: Please remind yourself of the expectations listed on the sheet  
at the desks: we should (and are obliged legally) to follow our plan!

 

Complete an attendance form at church
Tue     1 December Mass 7am 
Wed     2  Mass 9am. 
Thu    3 Mass 9am 
Fri     4 Mass 12 noon 
Sat    5 Mass 9am.
Tue  15       Reconciliation-2 7pm

 Join Australian Jesuit Mission in prayer 
for Hearty Laughter &c. at <https://jesuitmis-
sion.org.au/who-we-are/our-spirituality/fse/>.

Madonna magazine
Pray with Madonna magazine: Get a sub-
scription online (cf. p.4) or at 1300 72 88 46, 
9–5 M–F. This will also help ensure its future 
which is in doubt.

Apologies if you are having trouble phoning 
us. We are still fixing bugs in the new system.

Christmas gifts from Jesuit Mission’s
Gifts for Change!  

<https://shop.jesuitmission.org.au/>

November Remembering
You are invited to add deceased family and 
friends to The Book of Remembrance at the 
entrance ‘lectern’, so that they might be re-
membered at various masses.

Dear Parishioners and…
friends of St Canice’s. Thank you for contrib-
uting to our recent PPC survey. It is clear from 
the survey that we have many blessings in our 
parish. Some interim findings from it were that 
a wide variety of parishioners want to see more 
social gatherings and spirituality opportunities 
made available. Our response to this will be 
conveyed to parishioners in the next few weeks.
If you have any questions in the meantime 
please email the Parish Council using this 
email address. <ppc@stca`nice.com.au>  
         Brian Anderson
Advent is an appropriate time, as a Church, as a 
country, and as humans on this God-given earth, to 
together seek God’s tender love and mercy through 
the communal celebration of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation: Tuesday, 15 Dec, 7pm
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices
Next Week’s Readings: 

5 / 6 December – Advent 2 – Year B

First Reading:  Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11

Second Reading:   2 Peter 3:8-14

Gospel:    Mark 1:1-8

This new liturgical Year features Mark’s Gospel.

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>, 
Jesuit/Ignatian Spirituality– <jisa.org.au>
Catholic Weekly <www.catholicweekly.com.au>: for 
the printed copy, $2 to the StVdP box please.

Remember to register: online / email / phone

JRS Foodbank Appeal
JRS stocks of rice, pasta, oil, tuna, and long life milk 
are RUNNING LOW. If you can donate these items 
we have drop off spots around Sydney here. 

Singing & face masks
Parishioners properly wearing a face mask are now 
permitted to sing.

“Stand with Stan” (Stan Samy sj)
This 83-yr old priest absurdly has been accused of 
terrorism. Please sign the petition!  
<jesuitmission.org.au/stand-with-stan/>

A Prayer for Renewal
Blessed are you, Father, who, in your infinite love 
sent us your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
that we may have life, and have it in abundance. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, renew our 
Eucharistic communities. 
May they be places of encounter with the living 
Christ, centres of evangelisation and outreach to 
our community in love and mercy. 
Grant us the gifts of faith, hope and love to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant witnesses 
to the people of Sydney. 
Our Lady, Help of Christians. Pray for us!  
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangel-
is ation. Pray for us!  
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. Pray for us!

The Archdiocese’s Go Make Disciples  
Mission Plan launches on 12 December.

Six Christmas masses
Thu 24th — 5pm (children’s), 7pm, 10pm 
Fri 25th  — 8am,  9:30am and  11am.  
This will cater for up to 600 adults+children—
every individual must be registered and must 
arrive at least 5 minutes beforehand. Booking 
information soon…

Pre - Christmas Celebration…
Those at mass last weekend received a paper invita-
tion to celebrate on Joyful Sunday, 13 December, for 
10:30am mass and a morning tea in the hall. Invi-
tations were then sent out by email. Please RSVP. 
Numbers are strictly limited! It is essential you 
register no later than Monday 7 Dec. Online is 
preferred.Frank Brennan will be the homilist.  PF

Kitchen Christmas Hamper Appeal 
Give now!

The week before Christmas we distribute Christmas 
hampers to our kitchen guests. This year we are 
asking for specific items as we already have some 
donations from our local community and businesses.  
Items Needed for our Hampers are as follows:
• chips/Doritos or similar (share packs or  

individual packets)
• bags of mixed lollies: e.g. snakes, party mix etc.
• cans of soft drink
   NB: No chocolates! – lots donated in recent months.
Please leave in the baskets at the back of the church.

Thank you as always for your generosity.  
Our kitchen guests really appreciate  

the gift of community spirit that we provide 
throughout the year and at Christmas. 

******************************************

******************************************

Celebrating God’s love mercy
Last Wednesday evening 5 children celebrated their 
First Reconcilation at St Canice’s. Congratulations 
to them! We look forward to their being in full com-
munion with us in future.
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