
Can different faiths live in harmony?

For unskilled listeners to music, harmony is the pleasant sensation caused 
by sounds that fit together. In many musical compositions harmony comes 

as a resolution to discord when sounds clash with one another. This echoes 
life where, our lives may come together only after a long period of struggle, 
or where we find inner piece only after much inner turmoil or pain. To live in 
harmony with ourselves, with others and with our world is both a great gift and 
achievement. 
The same is true in our human relationships, both personal and those between 
different communities. Living harmoniously together does not happen by 
chance, whether in families, churches or societies. Conflicts of opinion, 
jealousies, rivalries and fears are part of life. To make harmony out of discord 
we need to be ready to apologise, to forgive and to work at our relationships. 
This is especially true in the relationships between religious groups which are 
the focus of World Interfaith Harmony Week. In many cases believers mostly 
mix socially with people of the same religious group. They are often also divided 
from people of other faiths by race, ethnic origin, customs and first language. If 
they believe that they are members of a group especially chosen by God, they 
may also slip into believing that God has not chosen people of other religious 
beliefs. They then see others as rivals or enemies. They see the existence of 
difference as discord instead of the material out of which harmony can be built. 
One of the main contributors to religious harmony or discord is the kind of 
story we tell about our relationships with people of other religions. This is true 
more generally of all human communities. Among families who have lived in 
the same town for generations, the stories that people learn about each other 
from childhood will colour the way they see one another. If they tell of wrongs 
suffered, the relationships are likely to be hostile. Any new conflict will simply 
add to the list of grievances. If they tell of generosity during hard times, fresh 
friendships are likely to grow and allowances made for bad behaviour. 
Similarly if a religious group tells stories that suggest others are inferior, are 
hated by God or are stupid, those attitudes will be shared by the next generation. 
Stories of massacres carried out by members of another religion, or of contempt 
that they have shown for one’s own sacred beliefs and practices can have deadly 
effects. As the stories are retold they generate prejudice, with the result that the 
members of other groups are no longer seen as persons but as objects of hatred. 
In the medieval Catholic Church appalling stories told about Jewish people who 
profaned the Blessed Sacrament only to find that the host turned into human 
flesh fed an anti-Semitism which later contributed to the Holocaust. 
In order to build religious harmony we should share stories of generosity, and 
get to know the stories that other people tell of themselves. That desire underlies 
all our work at Jesuit Social Services in the relationships between our staff 
from different religious backgrounds and with the people whom we accompany. 
These stories that bless us if we share of them are of shared living, of shared 
grief, of shared prayer, of gratitude for unexpected generosity, of friendship, 
of brothers and sisters rather than enemies, of fellow strugglers rather than 
competitors, and of people united in a sense of what and who matters. Telling 
these kind of story can turn discord into harmony.             Andy Hamilton sj
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We acknowledge the Gadigal people, the traditional custodians on whose land this Church was built.
Catholic Parish of St Canice
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Fourth Sunday in ordinary time, year B — 31 January 2021
Entrance Procession
Save us, O Lord our God! And gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and make it our 
glory to praise you.

Collect
Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son…

First Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-20  I will put my words into the prophet’s mouth, and he will tell them all I command
Moses spoke to the people; he said: “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the Lord your 
God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: ‘If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any 
more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.’
“Then the Lord replied to me: ‘They are right in what they have said. I will raise up for them a prophet 
like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak 
to them everything that I command. “’Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak 
in my name, I myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or 
who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak- that proph-
et shall die.’”

Responsorial Psalm Ps 95:1-2, 6-9  O that today you would listen to his voice! Do not harden your hearts
R. If today you hear God’s voice, harden not your hearts.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 7:32-35 The unmarried woman dedicates herself to the things of the Lord, that she might be holy
I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the affairs of the Lord, how to please 
the Lord; but the married man is anxious about the affairs of the world, how to please his wife, and his interests 
are divided. The unmarried woman and the virgin are concerned about the affairs of the Lord, so that they may 
be holy in body and spirit; but the married woman is concerned about the affairs of the world, how to please 
her husband. I say this for your own benefit, not to put any, restraint upon you, but to promote good order and 
unhindered devotion to the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 4:16
Alleluia, alleluia! A people in darkness have seen a great light: a radiant dawn shines on those lost in death. 
Alleluia!

Gospel  Mark 1:21-28  This is a new kind of teaching that speaks with authority
The disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, Jesus entered the synagogue and taught. They 
were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then 
there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Je-
sus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked 
him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing the man and crying with a 
loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new 
teaching-with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once Jesus’ fame began 
to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

Memorial Acclamation
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you 
come again.

Communion Antiphon
Let your face shine on your servant. Save me in your merciful love. O Lord, let me 
never be put to shame, for I call on you.
 
.
.

Senior Australian of the Year
Many may not realise that  Dr Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr-Baumann did the iconic art-
works for the Jesuit Social Institute, Uniya that was housed for many years (from about 
1990) together with Jesuit Refugee Service in our corner building. Copies of the art-
work are still around. She also designed Fr Frank Brennan’s priestly vestments.



 Parish Calendar
Sun 31   4th Sunday Ordinary Time  (on Zoom, Sat 6pm).
Tue   2 Presentation of the Lord 
Fri   5 St Agatha 
Sat   6 St Paul Miki SJ & Cc (Martyrs of Japan)  
  6pm vigil—live Zoom/ recorded 
Sun    7 5th Sunday Ordinary Time (Word of God Sunday) 
  Prior booking preferred! 6pm, 8:30am, 10:30am.

Remembering those who have gone before us...  
  Recently Deceased: Peter McCarthy, Tonko Madzo, COVID-19 victims.  

Anniversaries: Doug Jenkins (Fr Chris’s dad).

Let us pray for...  
 Recently ill: Harry Tsagaris, Aristeo Albay, Josie Lynch, Caroline Crilly, Kathleen 

Doherty, Mary Woodburne, John Harding, Paul Scharrer, Maurice Heading SJ, Jillian Wells, Alison 
Dudley, Marina Byron, Amanda Sinclair, Br Terry Kavenagh OSB, Fr Peter Maher, Wilhelmina van 
Wanrooy, Kevin Matthews, Gwen Feeney, Aloysious Mowe SJ, Anne O’Sullivan, Susanne O’Sullivan, 
Belen Latorre, Michael Taylor, Tony Catt, Siobhan Pearson, James Toohey, Maria Grazia Orlandi, 
Robert Horder, Clive Adams, Patrick Brogan, John Laing, Linda Stein, Ruby Naidu, Sandra Holyeak, 
Ray Walsh, Omar Soliman, Dulcie Kennedy, Flynn Cawood, Valentino Close, Ronald Soussa, Sophie 
Napier, Veronica Rainbird, Joan Agbor, those with Covid-19. 
Catechumen: Amanda Or. Baptism Presentation: Yasmin
If you would like the parish to pray for someone or to bring them Holy Communion, please contact Lynelle at the Parish Office on 9358 
5229 or email <lynelle@stcanice.com.au> Please note you must have a person’s permission for their name to be on the bulletin’s sick list.
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COVID-19: Please remind yourself of the expectations listed on the sheet  
at the desks: we should (and are obliged legally) to follow our plan!

 

Complete an attendance form at church
Tue 2 Mass 9am 
Wed 3  Mass 9am 
Thu  4 Mass 9am   
Fri   5 Mass 12 noon
Sat  6 Mass 9am

Added rules for mass
• Use our QR code on entry if possible. 
• Masks are mandatory except at Communion. 
• No singing except for the cantors.
• The congregation mostly remains seated.

Kitchen: big changes
During the break, the teams that did such a spec-
tacular job over the past 10 months could rest, 
because in-kind plus funding assistance as well 
as the support of our wonderful care-takers, Dre 
& Gidon, let us stay open in January. Sit-down 
meals begin on Monday, 1 Feb. 
The 2019 daily teams have had to be rebuilt; many 
of the fresh 2020 volunteers who kept the COVID 
kitchen afloat chose to continue their involvement. 
New team leaders have now been trained. Of 
course, protocols for managing seated lunches had 
to be developed and taught.
Just as Jesus brought new hope to the disciples 
on the way to Emmaus, accompaniment of our 
guests remains at the heart of our Kitchen; that is 
the principal spiritual task of team members. Team 
cohesion and identity must focus on that primary 

value.
I am grateful and proud of all the 
volunteers and donors who have as-
sisted Canice’s Kitchen in the past 
year, especially our staff, and par-
ticularly Carrie who has tirelessly 
dreamt, re-planned and implement-
ed this wonderful assistance to our 
many and varied guests.    PF

Child sacraments
Is your child in Year 3 or higher, needs to make 
their first Holy Communion and Reconcilia-
tion? Or is still to be confirmed? Let us know!

Lenten opportunities
Anyone interested in purchasing the Lent-
en program, “Comfort”, from Wollongong, 
please inform Lynelle. Cost $10. We will 
purchase the ancillary items. If anyone would 
like to run a group, we can advertise it. Lent 
starts on February 17. Details of further prayer 
opportunities/spirituality will be provided in 
next weekend’s bulletin.

 

In Ordinary Time we are called to 
live out the conversion and mission  

discerned last Lent & Easter.

Fr Gaetan is on holidays until 11 February.
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or <safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org> You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to pro-
vide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Parish Notices

The Pope’s Prayer in the Year of Laudato si’
Loving God, Creator of Heaven, Earth,  

and all therein contained.
Open our minds and touch our hearts,

so that we can be part of Creation, your gift.
Be present to those in need in these difficult times,

especially the poorest and most vulnerable.
Help us to show creative solidarity
as we confront the consequences  

of the global pandemic.
Make us courageous in embracing

the changes required to seek the common good.
Now more than ever, may we all feel  
interconnected and interdependent.

Enable us to succeed in listening and responding
to the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor.

May their current sufferings become the birth-pangs 
of a more fraternal and sustainable world.

We pray through Christ our Lord,
under the loving gaze of Mary Help of Christians,

Amen.

Next Week’s Readings: 
6 / 7 February – Ordinary 5

First Reading:  Job 7:1-4,6-7

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 9:16-18,22-23

Gospel:   Mark 1:29-39

News, depth, spirituality: 
Australian Jesuit News– <www.jesuit.org.au>, 
Australian Catholics– <australiancatholics.com.au>,
Eureka Street– <www.eurekastreet.com.au>,  
Madonna– <www.madonnamagazine.com.au>, 
Jesuit/Ignatian Spirituality– <jisa.org.au>
Catholic Weekly <www.catholicweekly.com.au>: for 
the printed copy, $2 to the StVdP box please.

Remember to register: online / email / phone

‘Live’ masses
We stream 6pm mass on Zoom (see front page, left 
for details). Videos are posted afterwards to our 
Facebook page here.  
<facebook.com/StCanicesElizabethBay/videos>. 
(Apologies: last week’s recording failed.)

… , Opening, Starting!
The Parish Office is now open  
Monday to Friday, 8.30am – 3.30pm.   
The preferred method of contact is 
via email to  
<parish@stcanice.com.au>
.

JRS news
The new country director, Ms Tamara Domicelj took 
over last Monday. The Westmead offices moved to 
10 Victoria Road, Parramatta NSW 2150. The new 
JRS website is <aus.jrs.net>

PPC
Formation of our new PPC contin-
ues, and in the wake of a successful ‘Joyful Sunday’ 
on 13 December, discussion of the shape of things in 
2021 continues. I hope to make a formal announce-
ment quite soon. Ideas etc. can be sent to Brian 
Anderson via <ppc@stcanice.com.au>.       PF

Buildings, planning etc.
While COVID has played havoc with us in addition 
to the usual problems that any building or planning 
involves, progress has happened. Peace Park got a 
new paling fence. As tenants concluded their time in 
Merton, some units have had improvements made; 
recent departures were Osai & Mary Topui, and Sr 
Noelene White. Over the past 18 months, the hall 
and its surrounds have been cleared and tidied to 
provide a better space for gathering. Though we can 
no longer house anyone in Blaiket, a vision for its 
use has evolved, though still subject to many fac-
tors. A small team has formed to care for Peace Park 
and the presbytery garden; volunteers to help with 
gardening and grounds work would be welcome. We 
have been very grateful to have Emma on our office 
staff over this Christmas and holiday period. PF.

New Catechumen
Amanda Or was received as a Catechumen last 
Sunday at 10:30am mass with the assistance of her 
sponsor, Nenita Alegata and support person, Jessie 
Firrell. Please pray for them.

Welcome back to our St Vincent’s boarders!
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