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History of the Sisters of Charity at St Canice’s School, Elizabeth Bay 

 

 

he first reference made to St Canice’s School, Elizabeth Bay, in the Australasian 
Catholic Directory comes from the 1892 edition, which noted an enrolment of 
80 students.  

The school was accommodated in the large hall underneath St Canice’s Church in an 
open plan style, and was conducted by the Sisters of Charity, who walked daily from 
the nearby Mother House at St Vincent’s Convent, Potts Point. Cardinal James Darcy 
Freeman, a former student of St Canice’s School made his communion at the Parish 
Church and said his first Mass there after being ordained a priest in 1930.  

In 1941, a new school building containing four classrooms and a separate nun’s room 
was erected on the corner of Roslyn St and Roslyn Gardens. The construction of the 
new school building was prudent as by 1952, school enrolments had doubled to 223 
students. St Canice’s was well regarded and was described in 1942 as “a Jewel of a 
School” by Miss Flynn, the Chief Inspector of Secondary Schools of Victoria.  

St Canice’s School was also known for its strong community orientation as there was 
close cooperation between the Sisters of Charity, lay staff, and the parents of the 
community.  
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Sr Mary Joseph Carmel RSC, Fr Steve Hogan and Sr Patricia Walker RSC. First communicant Millie McCarthy 1965. 
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Sr Margaret Galvin RIP (Sr Mary Joseph Carmel) who taught at the school as an infant’s 
teacher and as Principal in the 1960s, described the school as “educationally exciting” 
as it often experimented with different forms of education.  

These included an 
ungraded school system 
where grade 2 to 6 were 
taught together to better 
cater to individual needs 
and abilities, whilst 
resources such as Words in 
Colour and Cuisenaire sets 
were employed 
extensively.  

 

 

St Canice’s School was also used as a demonstration school for those Sisters who were 
in training to be teachers at the nearby St Vincent’s Training College, Potts Point.  

In 1969, Sr Helen Clarke (Sr 
Mary Domenica) was 
appointed Principal of St 
Canice’s School, having 
been on staff since 1966, 
and was to become the 
last Sister of Charity at St 
Canice’s.  

 

Helen Clarke RSC - Sr Mary Domenica 

That same year the school was reduced from a K-6 school to K-2. At the end of 1969, 
the Sisters withdrew from St Canice’s, after teaching students at the school for nearly 
80 years (the school was given over to lay staff and later closed in December 1970). 
Whilst 1969 signalled the end of one chapter in the relationship between the Sisters 
of Charity and St Canice’s Church, the Sisters have remained closely involved with the 
Parish.  

In the 1960’s, the school uniform consisted of a fawn dress with maroon buttons and 
trim for the girls and a fawn shirt and shorts with maroon buttons and trim for the 
boys. The girls winter uniform consisted of a navy tunic and maroon hat. 
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Sr Mary Joseph Carmel and St Canice school students 
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Students from St Canice’s Primary School Top photo is outside Chapel at St Vincent’s College Potts Point in 1947.  

The lower photo is taken outside St Canice’s Church Elizabeth Bay in 1948. 


